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^ EDITOR'S PREFACE. 
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Greatly though the Church of this (lay, amid all it^ 
activities, laclts deep heart experience of religion, yet 
there are many who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, who desire a fuller work of the Spirit in their 
Bouls. Conscious of poverty of soul, they long for 
manna from heaven. To such, this vohime will prove 
a grateful gifl. It is not without good reason added to 
the number of the books that claim the attention and 
the time of the Christian. The reader will here find 
deep, precious and suggestive thoughts made vivid by a 
glowing imagination and striking inferences. If de- 
siring a higher Christian life, and willing to meditate 
and pray, he will be edified by the fruits of a profound 
study of God's word and of a rich experience of the 
workings of tlie Spirit, His faith will be strengthened 
by contact with tlie Author's iaith, and his zeal be kin- 
dled by his passionate jealous}' for tlie glory of God. 
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4 EDirOR S PREFACE. 

Of the work, an eminent New York pastor* says, " It 
is a book of rare merit, marked by deep piety, insight 
into the Scriptures, original genius and uncompromising 
directness. I know of no book of its class equal to it." 

The Author, the Eev. George liowen, formerly of 
New York, has been for eighteen years a missionary in 
India, He issued a Volume of Meditations at Bom- 
bay, where there ia a considerable English community. 
This volume was brought to the notice of the Commit- 
tee by the Kev. William Wallace Atterlmry, and by 
him, at the request of tlie Committee, revised, new pa- 
pers by Mr. Bowen being inserted in the place of some 
that seemed of less merit The voUinie has been stereo- 
typed, and is now given to the Christian public Let 
the reader, as he reads, pause to meditate, and ask tlie 
blessing of the Spirit upon the trutli. 

J. W. D. 

• Eev. TjVUliwu B. Williama, D. D. ; and in this juilginent the Eer. 
Thomas H, Shianer, D. D,, than nbotu no one ia ucre »DipcteDt to judge 
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jANUiRV 1. — "And aa thy days, so shnll Ihj etrecglh be. — Dcuteron- 

Thia probably means that time, instead of dimininhing the 
strength and crippling the energies of the people of God, shall 
bo commissioned to convey unto them increase of spiritual 
strength, and to render them day hy day, month by month, 
year by year, more vigorous and more yiclorinus in the conflict 
with sin, more energetic in faith, more sublime in patience 
and fortitude, more meek and lowly of heart, more fervent in 
admiration of Christ, more self-denying and devoted in his 
service, more generous, more pitiful, more useful. 

In this view they are delightful words to greet us on the 
threshold of a new year; and we accept them as a sweet and 
blessed omen. Bring us strength, ye coming days, strength 
to glorify our Master, to resist evi!, lo accomplish good, to 
hasten heavenward ; and ye shall be most welcome. 

Note.— Wc aim In theae rcmnrka rather to indicnfe the lines of thought. 



)y Google 



O DAILY MEDITATIOXS. 

Janitaiiv 2.—" I am the Lord thy God which teacieth thee U profit." — 
lEaiuh :ilvIiL 17. 

Sometimes the sou] gets angry with tlic instruction and 
says, " I will not believe that this is from the Lord my God. 
The Lord my God is one tliat loveth me and taketh pleasure 
in granting the desires of my heart. But this providence ia 
rude and withering; my hopes are blasted, my expectations 
mucked, my trust belied. What could mine enemy do to me, 
more severe, more crushing, than this that has come upon me? 
And shall I be told that it is the Lord my God teaching me 
to profit ?" 

" Yea, it is the Lord thy God, As many as I love, I rebuke 
and chasten. Thine enemy would never liave done to thee 
what I am doing. Thine cneray might indeed afflict; but not 
for thy profit. It might be difficult to distinguish between a 
wound inflicted by an assassin, and an incision made by a eur- 
geon ; but the rosulfa would soon show the world-wide diffeience 
between the two acts. It was needful that I should bring upon 
thee the very thing most intensely deprecated by thee. There 
was no need of sending trials for which thou wert prepared, 
and which had no power to disguise me from thee t 
Thou wouldest have greeted them laughingly, and s; 
know that the Lord my God is coming to me in 
Therefore I have taken a thicker shroud ; but still, if thou 
wilt hearken, the well-known voice will come to tliee o 
the midst thereof, saying, 'I am the Lord thy God thai 
leaeheth thee to profit.' " 

" But do I need to be still taught my dependence, m 
fulness, mj misery; the sole righteousness of Christ; th 
ereignty of God; the vanity of the world? Have I failed to 
profit by past instructions ? Is alt my past experience in 

" Not in vain. It is because of the evidence of a good work 
in thee, that I am led to discipline thee thus and to seek thy 
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perfection. Tlij words show that thou hast yet some lessons to 
learn. Thou art not yet altogether willing that I should be in 
all things sovereign, and thy will be made everywhere to Buo- 

" But, gracious Lord, how can one who has tasted of thy 
loving-kindness and been enraptured by thy Binile, receive 
without deep anguish of heart the strokes of thy displeasure ? 
Thou hast given me the very sensibility by virtue of which I 
now suffer. Is it better to be callous? Better to be without 
expectations, aspirations?" 

" The trial of your faith is more precious than of gold that 
pcrisheth. Thoughts arise in your mind because the furnace 
is seven times heated ; but wili you not consider that I am 
seven fold more gloriously manifest to you, and eventua,lly by 



JiHUART 3. — " M7 strengtb ii made perfect id neakn?ai."— 2 Carinthi- 
aos lii. 9. 

The Christian must be weak that he may be strong; weak 
in the deprivation of thtse things which the world connects 
with the idea of strength ; deficient in the strength that men 
seek and extol; emptied of all thoughts of his own indepen- 
dent and personal power; stripped of his own righteousness 
and wisdom; sensible of the mighty power of the enemy; a 
mere ruin and a wreck, apart from Christ. Then there is in- 
deed a preparation for strength. A foundation is laid upon 
which Christ will build. Room is made for the wisdom and 
power and sufficiency of Christ. The Christian decreases, 
that he may, in another and blessed sense, increase. He is 
made perfect in weakness that he may be made perfect in true 
strength. Look at Peter with his miserable sword in the gar- 
den of Gethaemane ; look at him again on the day of Pent©- 
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JlNVAnv i. — " Lord, iacreaae our faith," — Luke Ivii, 5. 

This was one of the wisest apostolic utterances. Tlie world 
is unconscious of its unbelief. It thinks that the reason why 
it has Dot more faith, is that there is no more evidence given to 
it. But no accumulation of evidcnoo would remove the diffi- 
culty. A change within, a couching of the moral vision; thia 
is that which is necessary. 

The Lord answers this prayer, not in general by giving new 
evidence, but by inclining us to view and appreciate the evi- 
dence before our minds. By leading ua to weigh his promises 
in the scales of faith against the proffers of the world. By 
making us to see that faith is the essential condition of blessed- 
ness. By showing us that we get no good by unbelief, but 
mere confusion and wretohedness : — that faith is the perception 
of truth, and leads us, not to a castlo upon the earth, (which, 
might be burnt up,) not to a castle in the air, (which vanisheth 
away,) but to a glorious mansion which hath foundations unre- 
movable, battlements insurmountable, amplitude immeasurable, 
light inestingujshable, glory inconceivable, and happiness in- 
Tiolable. 

jANBARr 5. — "If thou canst believe, all things ore possible to him that 
bBliflTeth."~Mark is. 23. 

"If thou canst do any thing," said the man, "have mercy 
upon us and help us." The question is not, says Christ, what 
lean do; but what thou c&nat believe. All things are possible 
to me; but this will help thco little. Have faith, and then all 
things will be possible to thee. My power is given to faith; 
and fills every channel that faith provides. 

Christ has all power in heaven and in earth ; and he is with 
his servants, even unto the end of the world : but something 
beside these facts is necessary that Christ's mighty power may 
be manifested among men. It is still true that fiiith deter- 
mines the eithibitiona of his power ; he could not do many 
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mighty works in Nazaretli because of their unbelief; and it is 
doubtless because of the Chureh'a unbelief that he doeth so 
few mighty works in tliis our day. 

Compare the power that accompanied the Christian Church 
in her first evangelistic steps with what we behold now. See 

»liow she clothed herself with thousands in the city of the cru- 
cifiera, day by day ; how these thousands had all things in 
common and were filled with love and joy ; how a Saul was 
converted; an Ananias and Sapphira hurled lifeless back from 
the church they wished to desecrate; how Peter came t« Lyd- 
daand Saron, and straightway all that dwelt in Lydda and 
Saron turned to the Lord; how he came to Joppa, and imme- 
diately many believed ; how Philip went to Samaria and the 
people with one accord gave heed unto his preaching. Ask 
the world if it sees any such unequivocal displays of Christ's 
power in these days; it will reply to you thus : — We see noth- 
ing like it; we see that the Cbureh is moving forwards with 
the genera] impulse of the age; participating in and profiting 
by the many facilities of these latter times; the press aids her, 
but it aids infidelity and everything else. So too with the provi- 
dential movements of the day; what they do for her they do 
for her in common with numberless other systems ; and she has 
so far accommodated herself to the spirit of the times we live 
in, that men can join her communion without sustaining any 
particular worldly loss or inconvenience. If we may Lielieve 
what is written, from the days of Ahraliam to the days of the 
apostles, divine power was eserted in behalf of the Church in 

^ ways that were quite distinctive, and so as to give testimony 
concerning the people of God apart from other people : and 
this would seem to be the only kind of testimony available for 
the object in view. 

Well, the Lord's arm is not shortened that it cannot save. 
He is the same yeaUirday, to-day, and forever. But our faith 
is feeble. M'q caimot suppose that he is any more loth to an- 
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Bwer the prayer of faith, any more loth fo he revealed in con- 
nection with his people than he was in former times. The 
spirit of Egypt was not drowned in the Red Sea, but appeared 
afterwards in the camp of the Israelites to the grievous detri- 
ment of the chosen people : and the Church is by no means 
emancipated from the spirit of the dark ages. 



JiNUARY 8.—" The Lord God b a suQ."~Paalm lixiir, 11. 

The sun is a glorious emblem of God, in his relation to all 
who know him and trust in him. It seems to exist only to 
dispense. Its beams know no intermission. They are inter- 
cepted but never withheld. We need only that we should be 
turned towards them, and that there should he no veil before 
our eyes, no clouds in our atmosphere. They en!ighl«n, they 
warm, they vivify, they gladden. Their profusion is amazing 
One hundred millions of square miles of these beams descend 
each moment on the earth and vanish in the same moment to 
make way for another similar supply. The sun opens to us 
the door of the universe, so to speak, and reveals creation. 
Without it we could neither have the knowledge or the benefit 
of anything that is. 

All this is gloriously suggestive of the God of all grace. 
Through the Lord Jesus Christ, we are brought info the path 
of his beams. Our understandings are enlightened, our hearts 
are warmed, our spirits are gladdened. We begin to get the 
good of God's creation. We are in ' marvellous light.' And 
as tlie natural sun visits all things, yet gives itself wholly to 
each, makes the whole earth prolific for the benefit of each, the 
heavens and earth beautiful for tlie joy of each, so does God 
grant to each of his children an infinite fulness of love, and 
gives himself with all his perfections, in wondrous union to 
each beloved one. 
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jANFAny 7.— "In all thy w«js acknowledge iiim, and he shil! direct 
tlij pa Lia."— Proverbs iii. 6. 

Acknowledge him aa thy guide, thine only, thy necessary 
guide. Refuse to stir a Btep without him, as the blind man 
that stops the moment he misses his guide. Without him thou 
art in utter darkness, and thy nest step may be into a pit. He 
has made thee thus dependent. It is not enough that the sun 
shines for thee, the earth upholds thee, and all God's works 
wait upon thee ; ail these finite ministers cannot guara,ntoo thee 
one safe step. God has ordained it. He created thee to be 
guided by himself, and unless thou canst call into esistonce 
another God like him for thyself, thou hast, without him, no 
guarantee in any of thy paths. Therefore acknowledge him as 
thy guide 

In all thy ways. In thy worship. In thy study of his 
word. In thy intercourse with his people. In thy traffic 
with the world. In thy business and in thy recreation. At thy 
meals. In thy correspondence. In thy reading. In thy 
dress. What! in these petty matters? Yes! in all thy ways. 
Thinkest thou that God will have no word for thee on such 
topics ? Be undeceiTcd. Thou shnit find a revelation of the 
will of God for every one of thy paths. There is no need for 
thee ever to let go his hand. Not a single hair in thy head 
receives its aliment without hira. Why then should a single 
step be taken without him ? Tliink, and you shall see that 
the fate of millions may be involved in the least step that you 
may be called to take. 



a eternal life."— John i. 23. 



Consider the speaker, the giver. Who ia this shepherd? It 
is the Lord of Glory, Al! things were made not only by him, 
but for him. It is for a!l to yield the tribute of ail they pos- 
sess to hiui, and ever to ascribe unto him all glory and honor 
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and wisdom and power. But lo ! this Lord of all quits hia 
throne, tak a jih d ooL a d oomcs forth with a gift. 

Conside h n h J is bestowed. As you as- 

cended !iif,l 1 n 1 1 y f the giver, so must you de- 
scend bejo dp d p to linow the unworthinesa of the 
beoefieiarics Th d h d in creation by this mark, 
that they rcMUed, whatever angeia in heaven or saints on earth 
might do, they would yield no tribute to the Lord of Hosts, 
no, not so inueh as a shoe latchet, and would arrogate to them- 
selves glory honor wisdom and power Hel! yiwned for them 
esultiiip But tiiL injarud Prince cime ni^li to tliem veihng 
Ins t,lorj that he might not irritate donning the habiliments 
of a bumble and 4 friendly shepherd 

Consider tU gijl — eternal life Not common 1 fe Eien 
common life is better thjn ill maten \\ th ngs But a ccltitial 
life Niy a duint, life His own life He breathed into 
them hii own infinite spirit and iiumediatLly they began to 
wilk heivenward in fjith lo'ie jiy humility peace h pe 
dignify and uaapeiLahle blessedness Th s life permeated dll 
their being reached their e\es their lips their hands their 
feet iud made them what the scrajhim in heaven are ser 
Tants of the most high (jod Eternal life ! Mighty mountains 
shall crumble beneath their feet,- — they will ascend to higher; 
earth shall dissolve beneath them, — they will step into the 
Leavens ; the heiivens sh ill pass away with a great noise, — 
they will mount up to the heaven of heavens ; the stupendous 
cycles of the universe will re\olve — they will live on, crowned 
with garlands of never-fading youth, purity, wisdom, and de- 
light. 



jANDiRr 9.~-"Mj God shall supply all juur nesd."— Philippians iv. 

lie hioics yow need. It seems to you that no one c 

know it, it is so vast. He knows it better than you do yoi 
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self. III! does not confound you with others, snjing, I know 
what man needs; but he knows you,_yourse!/,a.ud is acquainted 
with all the necessities of your individual being, as though 
every thought, every desire, that had ever trembled in your 
heart had spent itself in his own infinite mind. It has done 
so ! The multitude of your own aspirations are not present to 
you, are lost to you, but he has caught them all in his own 
vessel, and will see to it that all are duly fulfilled. He know 
yoirr need; your bodily and your aoeial need, your intellectual 
need, your spiritual need. Your need to-day, your need yes- 
terday, and your need to-morrow. 

And he knows it that he may supply it. Ask and receive. 
Your most urgent need he satisfies at once. Your most press- 
ing need is to be free from vain desires, and to know how to 
prefer the best gifts. He does not make your need less, but 
he refines it from its grossness, and then he satisfies it. 

" % God," the God of Paul, will do it. Think how lie 
supplied the need of Paul on earth ; — how he has supplied it 
since in heaven;- — how he will ever supply it; and let ail un- 
belief and anxiety vanish from your minds. 



JanuativIO.— "All that the Patter giveth me shall come to me."— 
John vi. 37. 

A'ofe— The gift ; — the vilest thing in the universe, — a sin- 
ner's soul. 

The Giver :— God the Father. 

To whom given ? — to his equal Son. 

Why such a gift ? First, because all else belonged to 
Christ. Sceond, its very vileness afforded the largest scope 
for divine love to manifest ilself. Third, it shall be fashioned 
into incomparable excel I once. 

In coming to Christ, tl'.ere need be no trembling. We are 
not the principals in the matter. Wo arc but a third party. 
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The Lord of ■ Hosts is bestowing upon the Prince of Peace a 
b rtl d y prixent. Woe unto us, if we start aside and seek to 
1 tert e w th that divine bounty. Let Christ have what the 
Fither 1 as selected for hlia. The Spirit that leads you to Je- 
B IS cr ea out to Jesus, " the Father gives you this." Then is 
there joy i heaven. 

Paalin sxvii. S. 

There is a time of trouble. It comes once and again. 
Murmur not against it. Say not, let mercy appear in the ex- 
emption from trouble. Merey requires that there should bo 
tribulation. There are some gems in your breastplate that 
only give fortli their lustre when trouble comes nigh to you. 

Your heart is agitated at its approach. It comes perhaps 
in such an unexpected guise. It appears so irresistible ; joii 
seem so helpless. You have what has long been thought by 
you a trusty blade, but it is now shivered in your hand. If 
there be faith as a grain of mustard seed, let it now manifest 
itself Your enemies are now ready to swallow you up. Yoa 
are in the centre of a plain ; they are between you and the 
mountains. Remember God. Make mention of his promise. 
Behold ! a curtain descends from heaven, and becomes around 
you a royal tent. Instead of danger you have safety; and 
trouble is succeeded by surpassing peace. You are in the pa- 
vilion of God, and your enemies go round and round; they 
cannot find you; you are hidden. Faith, submission, long-suf- 
fering, humility, these gems sparkled in your breastplate; 
wherefore now peace, triumph, joy and love light up the pa- 
vilion for you. 



Teli him youi si iry ; unfold to him your case ; expect deliv- 
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erance through him akne he it sfi ] to recem; it as it shall 
plea** h m to give it and in the tune Ihat 'in.ms test to him. 
By prayer and fiiith on jour part and promise on his there is 
an alhance & ^ncA sealed and ratified lour enemies ace you 
alone md dream nnt that the Almightj is your ally "ind that 
thej lie rushing upon the thiok b s ts of h >* shield See 
him t)rit la to them invisibl and bi, of ^ n 1 c ir ^i, 

W ait on him with an explicit statement 

Wait on him in continuous pr \er 

Wait on him in the study at his word 

Walt on him in trust in pen!ti,nce and in be hence. 

'^ ait on him in the s c et\ nf h i people 

Anii be ofqood cmvrmjf He only has properly anjthing to 
do with courage who wiita on the Lord. To be bold without 
the fa\or of God t be brave where we have no warrant for 
intrepidity to be fearless where there is nothing but our own 
prcwesB wi'fdom or lu^k. to aid us, is simply to play the fool. 
A man mist ether bate Omnipotence with him or against 
bim M hdt m ittcrs it if he is able to cut his way through an 
army if he wait not on God ? A tile from a roof may crush 
him The wrath of God abideth on him. His deeds are done 
on the border of a precipice which he sees not. His foot shall 
slide in due time. 



tbe ond, the anme sball be 

These words were evidently intended to produce the impres- 
sion (1) that there are difficulties in the way of salvation, be- 
sides those at the entrance of that way ; (2) that these difficul- 
ties may be overcome ; but only (3) by him who contemplates 
them, appreciates them, prepares for them, and confronts them. 
The doctrine of " the perseverance of the saints" teaches that 
every one who is united to Christ by a living faith, will, bj 
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Tirtue of that faith, endure unto the end — will resist and van- 
quish the various assaults that shall he made upon him. 

When the fierce struggle that sonietimes precedes the first 
act of true faith in Christ is over, and the new disciple rejoices 
in the discovery of God's wondrous grace, it is difficult for him 
to apprehend, in its full extent, the necessity of future strife. 
When, by divine aid, the sou] has climhed to some elevated 
region of which it had never before dreamed, and finds itself 
amidst flowers and fruits that had no esistence in its former 
world, it rejoices at the translation, and is disposed to look 
upon that as the place in which to pitch its tabernacle and 
abide all its days. It is given it there to sojourn for a while; 
but soon a voice bids it come up higher. It starts to obey the 
summons ; but finds, perhaps, the same formidable enemies that 
had been encountered below, arrayed to hinder its further as- 
cension. It shrinks and says, There is no need; it is good to 
be here; God's grace and a true faith brought me hither, and 
here it is certainly safe to abide. But, presently, the rainbow 
of peace, joy and hope, the symbol of God's covenant with the 
soul, lifts itself from that region and removes to the higher 
and fairer place whither the soul is summoned. The soul of 
the true believer then rouses itself to battle with its foes, and 
takes no rest until it finds it in the higher region. This is 
still more heaven-like ; but it is not heaven ; and soon it is nft- 
cessary to ascend to a higher plateau. " I am saved," says the 
BOul, a thousand times; hut the voice from heaven says, " .Be 
iJiat efidureth to the end shall be saved." 

He that endureth shall be saved; and he that flndeth salva- 
tion shall endure. 

Endurance is salvation ; salvation is endurance. 

While faith endures, the soul endures. 

The end here spoken of is that limit beyond which the ene- 
mies of the soul are not allowed to pass. Within that limit 
they may sometimes hide themse'ves, but it is only tliat they 
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may finrprise the more by the n s ttss. ul Even inough 
we should see the prince of thi n m s bti J and sealed in 
the hottomless pit for a thousa d years s no good to break 
np our camp. Blessed are you when you hea a voice saying 
untfl you, " It is finished; come to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb." 



jAKiTARr 14.^" Wtiataoaver ye shu.ll ask in mj name, (hat will I do."— 
J«hn 117. 13. 

This promise is introduced by a declaration that there is 
nothing but the want of faith to hinder Christ's disciples from 
doing works as great as those that Christ himself performed 
when on the earth j greater works even. 

" Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do. Ye 
shall do those works nominally, but I really. Understand that 
I do not deprive the earth of any of my power by my depar- 
ture. I go to sit upon my Father's throne, that I may do 
greater works on earth than I have done. The leper that did 
not find me, when I was on the earth, need not despond; the 
blind and the lame that are just beginning to hear of me, need 
not despair, when they hear of my crucifixion; the unclean 
spirits have no occasion to rejoice, nor the god of this world to 
csult. The vine ia present where its branches are present. I 
formerly stretched out one hand and blessed one locality, one 
company ; but henceforth, on my Father's throne seated, I will 
hear the prayer of faith ascending from a thousand places, and 
by the hands of my disciples in all those places, I will do 
mighty works. They ask and I do. The mightiest religions 
that the world has ever seen, shall thus be overthrown. Pi- 
late, the petty servant of the Emperor of Home, may give me 
to an ignominious death ; but my pierced hand shall only ba 
clothed with the greater might, and shall bring the Pagan 
Emperor himself from his throne to my feet. My servants 
will ask it and I will do it," 
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To them which are in Christ Jesus. Think it not a strange 
expression. It is well chosen. Faith in ('hrist, union to 
Christ, and similar expressions, mean much more than can 
easily be cnraprehcnded. The expression " them which are in 
Christ" is added, that we may nnt too soiin think we nndor- 
stand the others In Christ, aa Noah was in the ark. With- 
out, the besom of condemnation swept the uniyersal face of 
things; hut there was no condemnation tfl him who had fled 
for refuge to that sanctuary. In the ark with Noah was all 
that had life, and all that could nouriph life. Abundance of 
blessing within, desolation without. How terrible a venture 
would it have been to go forth of that ark. There is now no 
deluge to them that are in the ark; no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus. 

Estimate then these words; — Condemnnfion.-~~Tn Christ. — 
No condemnation. 

Think not that " no condemnation" is a merely negative 
thing. The revoking of a sentence of condemnation, even in 
the case of an earthly prisoner, gives him to enjoy the bless- 
ings that descend in such profusion in the beams of the sun, 
spring up in the abundant crops and the manifold fruits, blow 
in the breeze, and murmur in the stream ; restflres him to the 
society of many loved ones, and afi'ords him the opportunity 
of rising to wealth and distinction. And the words " no con- 
demnation," in the case of the spiritual captive, removes the 
veil that hindered him from meeting the reconciled face of Him 
whose name is Love. The words not only liberate him, but 
liberate ten thousand ministers of God, celestial and terrestrial, 
who spring forth to wait upon him, and will never leave him 
till they have brought him, victorious, radiant, pure and 
blessed, to the company of Gabriel, and of Micliael, and of all 
the saints in light. 
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Jandaut IB—' There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the pco^.e of 
God '•— Hobrewfl iv S 

Th 3 port n of ''cr ptare s an exposition of the ninety.fifth 
1 ai n Ihe w rd ren lered ' rest" in this verse, is ditfereiit 
f om the wo d iO rendered n many other verses of tlie con- 
test It io a not howe er ■signify anything different : it is 
J tcnd^ U) e!uc date There is in it a reference tj) the Salj- 
hath and t nd cateh a Sahbatie rest — a great and glorious 
r St of wh h (he S hhath & an emblem. And Paul cxhorls 
the Hehrew Lhr ta s to labor to enter into that rest. To 
labor ow tl at they may re t hereafter. 

The folio V ng are element*, in tliat future rest :— Deliver- 
ance from our ow va n u 1 allowed imaginations; from self- 
confidence ind the sp r t of self-aggrandizement ; from un- 
worthy concept ons ot God from the vacillations of our love 
to Chr st from worldly lesros; from liability to fall; from 
m sun ierstand gs w th our brethren ; in a word, from all the 
re nnints of a carnal m nd — deliverance from indisposition to 
the service of God, and incompetency for the same; from the 
assaults of Satan ; from the couipanionship of sinners ; from a 
sin-injured body. 

Take not your rest too soon, else you will never enter into 
your real rest. It is not here, on this plank, amid the hillowaj 
hut yonder on that shore. 



J*yiTARrl7. — "IVehave not a h igh -priest nhicli cannot be toaeheil 
with the feeling of our in ft rmities."— Hebrews iv. 16. 

" We have not a high-priest incapable of sympathizing 
with our weaknesses," would be more literal, but would not be 
more beautiful. The statement is in the negative, and seems 
to summon us for a moment to consider what our condition 
would be, if we had a high-priest incapable of sympathizing 
with us. We may also view it as convoying a reproach to 



)y Google 



those who act towards Christ aa though he were s.ieh a high- 
priest. Thej do so when the keea sense of their iiiflrinitica 
hinders their confidence in him, and their joy in his promises. 
God hath suffered jou to discover your wealcneas for the 
Tery reason that you might be drawn to Clirist, the source of 
strength; and to discover your own unloveliness, that you 
might know the loveliness of Christ. God is teaching you 
your need of sympatliy and aid; and yet in that very hour 
you hide yourself from the fountain-head of sympathy and suc- 
cor. Is it not enough that you should Iotc the notion of your 
own gooduesa,— but must you strip Chrjit of his goodness and 
glory? For what would C hrist be without Bymjithy without 
compassion for the erring ^ If he were nh'it jou would make 
him out to be, would the ten fhouiiand times ten thousand siy 
with a loud voice, " Worthy is the Lamb that was slam to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing '' ' Do you wish to extinguish thia 
chorus? 

jAmiiRv IS.—" Thej that know thy Dame will put their trust in thee." 
— Psalm ij. 10. 

Christ, in the prayer recorded in the seventeenth chapter of 
John, says : " I have manifested thy name unto the men that 
thou gavest me." And again : " I have declared unto them 
thy name, and will dedari. it " The manift-station of God'a 
name is the manifestation of God They that kniw his name 
know him, and they put their trust in him Knowledge and 
faith are in inseparable alhance Unbelief and ignorance go 
together. 

Do you grieve over your want of faith' Grieve over your 
want of knowledge. Look unto Emmanuel, God manifest in 
the flesh. Remember his kindness U wards the sons of men 
his sacrifices of glory, felicity power rest reputation liberty, 
health and life; remember wl at he has been to you indmdu- 
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ally; look at him through his promises, invitation and pre- 
dictions, and tnisf m him. 

When any one withholds hia confidence froni you, you say, 
" He does not know me." The implication of the test is, that 
there is everything attractive about the character of God. It 
is impossible to know him without being drawn to repose all 
confideuee in him, and to commit all oui interests to him. Tu 
know him is to know in him one who is willing to employ in- 
finite wisdom, knowledge, power, and wealth in the utmost 
possible promotion of our interests. To know liim is to know 
that without him we are nothing — as dead men in respect to 
all true excellence. 

Jasuaut IB.—" If any man sin, wc have nn aJvocalo with tho Father, 
Jeans Christ, the righteous." — 1 John ii. I. 

"I write unto you," says John, "that ye sin not." Such 
was his aim in writing this epistle, and such was his aim in 
writing the words of our text The statement that we have an 
advocate with the Father, is intended to keep us from sinning. 
Any man that uses it merely as an opiate to his conscience, 
and to procure him peace in sinning, diverts it from its legiti- 

But when a Christian has been overtaken in a fault, what 
shall he do? Let him remember that for him, the unrighteous 
one, there is an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous. Fear 
not the javelin of divine wrath. It must come through Christ 
before it can reach jou. Nay, it has already reached him. 
The marks of tho wounds appear in his glorified body Your 
sin mountmg up to the throne of God does not f,et there be- 
fore Christ your advocat*. It is a great thing when an 
ad\oc*ite can get up in court and say The trespass of m> cli 
e >t bifl been alreadj atoned fir the full penalty has been in 
flicted and nothing now cin be imputed to him Chn^ta 
advocacy not oilj ol tains ftr us justification but also the 
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Spirit of God, who, with the blood of Chvist, cleansoth us 
from all sin. 

We are richer in heaven than we are on earth. We have 
Christ the righteous, our ajvoeate, — mine, — yours, — in heaven ; 
on the earth we have nothing that we can justly eall our own. 
We are here in a wayfaring place ; what we see is but the fur- 
niture of an inn ; it does not belong to iia, save for a moment- 
ary use. But we have unsearchable riches in the country to 
which we go. When any one says, " What have you ?" May 
you be able to answer, " I have an advocate with the Father — 
the richest of friends in the most important of all places." 



This is a very defective world. Every body says so. We 
have here only the rudiments of things. There is beauty and 
there is blessing; but only in fragments. A great deal has 
been done to make maji's condition agreeable; and a great 
deal left undone. There is health; but it does not enJure. 
Strength; but it is evanescent. Rain in its season; but not 
invariable. Fruila; but they sometimes fail. Friends; but 
they are called away. Coniforta ; but we are liable to lose 
them. Wealth; but it takes wings. Objects of interest; but 
they lose their novelty. Incompleteness is the great character- 
istic of this world. There is no hope without disappointments ; 
no acquisition without loss; no joy without interruption; no 
day without night. The consequence is, that wo hear endless 
murmuring and complaining; much of it referring to (jod, 
who has given such scintillations of his goodness, only to make 
the general darkness more oppressive ; such specimens of his 
power to bless, while he has left the world in such an unfin- 
ished condition, lefl such large unbiest gaps in life. 

" Ask, and it shall be given you," is the reply of flod. " I 
have given you half; the other half is in my hand. You build 
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a house^ and one stone is wanting to complete it, jou search 
evcrywlicre, and nre angry because you find it not It is with 
me ; I have kept It purposely, that your house may not be 
built without mo. You build a sliip , but the rudder la not 
forthcoming. I have kept i(, that you may ask and receiie, 
and discover tliat the whole is my gift You find a book, but 
there is a chapter wantini;, without wbitb all is unintelligible 
One blessing I have kept back, that you might know who gave 
the rest, and seek him." But man prefers to blame God for 
tlie privation, rather than to seek God for its rcmoi-al. Let 
man know, then, that he is responsible for what is defeetivo in 
his condition. 

Ask in the right quarter, and it shall be given you. There 
is much asking. Men will ask of those, even, whom they de- 
Bpise. They spend their lives in asking; even the proudest, 
even an ciuperor, does so. But they are intensely loth to ask 
(if (iod 

Ask in the right way. If you were asking a man to give 
you a cup of water, you would ask in the way that would 
pleise him Let God prescribe how we shall ask him. 

Ask for the most essential gifts first. Men on a wreck 
should ask for a sail, not fur an embroidered garment. 

Ask for regulated tastes and desires. This one gift will cut 
off at once a thousand occasion! 

Ask with iniportunity. Ask in faith. 



Jasiiart 21.— " Grieve not the Holy Eiiirit ot God."— Bph. iv. 30. 

I will suppose that you have travelled in a strange country 
with a congenial companion. You were careful to do and say 
nothing that would mar the pleasure of your intercourse. 
There were many pleasant objects to look at, but your experi 
euce taught you that any unpleasantness between your com- 
panion and yourself would quite do away with the attractions 



)y Google 



26 DAILY MliDITATlONS. 

of the thiiigs aroun .1 jou. So you weio curL-fuI not (o grieve 
him. 

The Spirit of God is your eoiiipanion. Most exiiltiiJ of all 
beings, he abides with you on the looting of a frienU, to t«nf:h, 
persuade, purify, and bless. lie is partieiilar indeed ; but it is 
■or your good. He interl'erca with you at times; — not to make 
a display of his authority, but for your preservation. He re- 
strains you at the entrance of some dark pit; it is because a 
Tolf has made its lair there. He stops you as you are stflp- 
piiig into a boat; It is because a whirlwind is rushing to meet 
it. He hurries you away from some eleyated spot: It is be- 
cause the mouutain is heaving, and a voleano is iibout t« burst 
forth. Dispute not with him; grieve him not. He does 
nothing to grieve you. 

Grieve him not by forgetting his presence ; by forgetting the 
sufferings of Christ; by neglecting prayer; by slighting the 
word ; by going into temptation ; by reading irreligious or idle 
books ; by waste of time ; by disregarding the miseries of your 
fellow-men; by apologies for sin; by leaning fo your own un- 
derstanding. 

You know how difficult it is to put things exactly on their 
former basis, when you have had some misunderstanding with 
your friend. If you have insulted him, and he has forgiven 
you, it is not easy to look him in the face just as you formerly 
did. It is sad to have brought to light the possibility of a 
falling out. If the thing has occurred repeatedly, the memory 
of it will sadden and straiten your intercourse. Then grieve 
not the Spirit of God. Sooner let the sick passenger insult 
the generous oarsman who is struggling to save him from the 
breakers. Sooner let the captive quarrel with the benevo- 
lent stranger who is laying down a fortune for his ransom. 
Sooner let Hagar revile the angel who points her to a fountain 
where she and her son may drink and live. , Oh, grieve not 
the Holy Spirit of God ! 
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J*N(i*Rr 22.— ■' Thou wilt kE^ep him in jierfeet iieaee, whose mind Ii 
Btiiyed oil thoe."— Isaiah xxvi. 3. 

Bring your mind to God ; bring it to him daily and hourly, 
and daily and hourly he will fill it with its true treasure. 

All nature exists in vain where there is no peace in the 
mind. Wherefore are the skies blue, and the eai-th green, and 
the mountains sublime, and the rivers joyful, if there be not 
peace at heart? Tlie flowers have no perfume, the birds no 
song, the voice of man no chnmi, where the mind which thej 
were created to please is without susceptibility to their bene- 
fits. Bring me not the fruits of the earth, nor precious stones, 
Dor thousands of gold and silver, nor the votive offerings of a 
nation. Bring me peace, restore my disorganized nitnd. Till 
then, I have Ciirs, but they hear no musie; eyes, but they see 
no beauty ; an understanding, but it grasps not truth ; feet, but 
they move with no alacrity. 

Ah ! it is only he that made your mind, that can restore it. 
He has the only bow that can draw musie from this violin. He 
has made the mind for peace; and he has made peace for the 
mind, perfect peace. Perfect, as contrasted with any peace 
that the world can give. Perfect, because it is a holy peace; 
sin has nothing to do with it. I*erfcct, because enduring. 
Perfect, as being Christ's own peace. " My peace I give unto 
you," — the peace of God. 

The mind of man must be stayed on something greater tliaii 
itself It must be stayed upon the great mind of God. A 
house can better do without a foundation ; a monument with- 
out a pedestal ; an infant without the parents' arm. 

" Thou wilt keep him," These words express the covenant 
of Uod; and faith in that covenant. 



Januabv 23.—" I will heal thuir baalrsliding."— Hosoa x.W. i. 

God does this (I) by letting them taste some of the bitter 
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fruila of their backsliding. Dreadfui shadows gather round 
tlieir path. Anguish invades their souls. They discover the 
frightful desolation of a path where God is not. (2) lie 
brings to their recollection the happy state from whence they 
fell; the blessedness of having the Good Shepherd to lead 
them, and to keep them. (3) He directs them to the promi- 
ses, and so to the open arms of Christ. (4) He fills them 
with an intense abhorrei of the ha ksliding, by the cross 
of Christ. (5) He puts t nto th h -t to cleave unto him ; 
to be wary and watehfu! to oun 11 self-depen dance and 
evermore to prtss forward n tl e d e !it(, hungcrin^ ind 
thirsting 

To express it biieflj he heals them now as he healpd them 
firat, by the cross of Christ by the un peakihle Io\e of the 
crucified One Mere conviction does not heal Mere atten 
tion to religion docs not Merc promises of amendment do 
not. Neither does forgttfulness of declension ^o palhatnes 
are of avail here 



JisDiHV 24.—" Sin shall not have dominion over you."— Rom. yi. H. 

A most important declaration to him who has fled over the 
borders, and taken refuge in the kingdom of Gfod. For sin is 
now hateful to him, and the idea of being made again to bow 
Tinder its seeptre, intolerable. He is now in a, novel region. 
Before, even all his days, sin had dominion over him, an undi- 
vided sway. He found out the cruelty of that dominion, and, 
trusting in a divine promise, dared to flee. He is now made 
aware that all the powers of darkness are irritated greatly, and 
ore fierce in pursuit. They cry in his ear, that his flight has 
been in vain, and that he will soon be broi^ht again under the 
dominion of sin And at times also, it seems as though ho 
were being dragged again to the dread dark region; that he 
will not be able to continue in God's marvellous light. Then 
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lie hears the delightful declaration that sin shall not have 
dominion over him; an assurance that gives hiin amazing 
strength, a.nd enables him to sliiy more enemies than Samson 
did. Made partaker of the divine nature by this exceeding 
great and precious promise, he bids his foes observe that he is 
no longer the weak and helpless captive whom thej once knew. 
They are amazed to see how their once-deadly darts are now 
turned aside by his shield; how their weapons are shivered 
against his breast-plate ; and how the sword in his hand com- 
pels them to fiee. " What ! this slave a wan'ior ? this captive 
a I'ree man ? this creature of our will, a defier of oar sove- 
reignty ?— a scorner of us and our millions ?" Even so. The 
prince of this worW is cast out from a region where Christ and 
the followers of Christ have found a footing; a region whose 
limits must eapand, till the god of this world has fought his 
last battle and sunk to his appropriate locality. 



One of the resolutions made by that eminently devoted and 
successful combatant for Christ, President Edwards, was to 
the following effect : " Resolved, so to live and strive as I 
would do if I knew that only one man of this generation were 
to be saved, and I were fully determined to be that man." 

This ^ems to be much the same spirit that breathed In the 
woi ds of Paul : " Know ye not that tliey which run in a race 
run all, but one receiveth ihe prize ? So run, that ye may 
obtain. I therefore so run ; so fight I." The principle of em- 
ulation is abundantly appealed to in the Bible ; but there is no 
selfishness in the enmlation that is evoked by its magnificent 
promises. The Christian is assured that his gain, so far from 
being the loss of others, will be their gain also ; and the greater 
his gain, the more will his path be strown with blessings for 
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others. What he is called to overcomi; is self; he is to wage 
war with this hydra-heaJed monster, this protean enemy wlio 
is no sooner defeated under one form than lie appears under 
another; and the promises of God are all that they need to be 
in order tliat the soldier of Christ may have the utmost possi- 
ble incitements and encouragements in the prosecution of this 
strife. 

The prize that animates the conquering Christian to under- 
take DOW conquests, is in kind like that which animated our 
Jjord himself, namely, the power to bless a sin-cursed world. 
The higli^t attainments to be made by any servant of Christ 
here below, are to be made under the constraining influence 
of an intense desire fo glorify Christ in the salvation of men. 
It is as we have this spirit, that we have the spirit of Christ. 
We are to be stimulated in our hungering and thirsting afler 
righteousness, not only by the weariness of our own unrighU 
eousness, but by the thought of the unrighteousness of others; 
not only by the desire foi peai e nnd joy aud conscious purity, 
but by an aident and sustimid aspiration to do our utmost 
(Christ's utmost in us) for the recovery of a fallen world. 

There are two eiror^ thit lollow even the few Christiana 
that go furthest in the divine life. One is this : — They are 
Tory eager to bring men to Christ, but neglect to obtain for 
themselves experience of a higher and more thorough work of 
sanetifieation. That love of Christ which they know, they abun- 
dantly proclaim, and are rewarded in so doing; but there are 
depths in Christ's love which they are neglecting to explore. 
In exploring these it would not follow that some of their use- 
fulness would he sacrificed. The contrary would be the result 

The second error is that of those who give themselves too 
exclusively to the cultivation of the interior life. They ar- 
dently desire personal holiness. Their soul is a watered gar- 
den ; and they propose, when all the plants shall he fruitful 
and beauteous, to open the giitcs that others may come in and 
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participate in their treasures; but in the meantime they almost 
forget the world without. Tliey arc in danger of falling under 
the power of an insidious form of spiritual selfishness. In 
the Lord Jesa?, see the most uninterrupted comaiunioii with 
God, and the most unrestrained communion with men. lie 
was holy, harmless, undcfilcd and separate from siiiners, at the 
same time tliat he was j^oing about doing good. To be like 
hiiu, is the highest of ail prizes. We seek to be holy as he is 
holy, that we may be useful as he was. 



JiNiURT M.— B^^ing cnnfident of Ihis \-try thing, that he which hnlh 
begun a good nork in jou, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."— 
Philippians i. 8. 

He is not aa one who begins to build without having counted 
the cost. Not aa a sculptor who begins to esecute a work 
without having ascertained the impracticable nature of his ma- 
terijil. These are the shameful mistakes of men. God is not 
a workman that will need to be ashamed. He has called to- 
gether a goodly company of the nobility of heaven to look on, 
while he brings a holy creature out of your unholy nature. 
Will he lay down his implements and say, " I miscalculated ?" 

They that know thata good work has been begun in them, are 
entitled to entertain an unwavering confidence that it will pro- 
ceed until the day of Christ, when the believer shall be pre- 
sented unblemished, spotless, perfect, beftire the thmne. It 
proceeds until that day. It is not begun, relinquiBhed, begun 
again, and again relinquished, but is performed until the day 
of Christ. So you have not to go to the past to know if a 
good work has been begun; it exists within you now. The 
work goes on. God is busied with you, and in you, while you 
live. From your first perception of Christ crucified, to your 
presentation before the Lord of glory, you are wrought upon 
by the creative power of God. 
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Janoarv 27.— "Let bim that thinkotU he stanJcth tnkc lifed lost hs 
fall."— 1 Corintliinna s. 12. 

By standing is here meant standing in the favor of God. 
This is the position of the believer. It is right for a man to 
think that he stands, if there be sufficient reasons for liim so 
to think. It is not in itself a fault to entertain the idea that 
we stand. We are not told to renounce that opinion. We 
may enterlain it even with the greatest confidence, the most 
unwavering assurance. The words of the test suppose indeed 
that the party spoken of does stand; for it is only one tliat 
Btandeth that needs an admonition to beware of falling. He 
that is down needs fear no full. He has not recovered from 
the great lapse ; and he need not fear to lose that which he 
has never gained. The admonition he needs is, " to stand." 
" Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead." There 
are very many who regard themselves aa standing without any 
evidence whatever, to authorize this opinion Thp words of 
the apostle do not seem to relat* to them, Thi? idea secema 
rather to be, '' Let him that thinketh he 8tand(,th make mini 
fest that his opinion is well-founded, by taking heed lest he 
fall." The true believer, one that truly standeth is one that 
takes such heed. The mere pretender to tilth n one thit 
thinks it quite unnecessary to take heed; for he Ba\i I 

The true believer takes heed, by considering and e\er re 
niembering, the number and strength of the powers that are 
bent OQ making him fall. He understands that a hostile force 
is out against him ; and is bringing incredible craft industry, 
and might to bear upon one point — his overthiow He is 
aware that his enemy can ai^sume all sorts of diiguises and 
can approach him as a minstrel, playing seraphic airs upon the 
harp, and singing the Psalms of David. He Lnons too that 
these foes have the enormous power that resides in inviaibility, 
and can launch their fiery darts at him with huids unseen 
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He lias not merely learnt this from God's word; but also from 
espei-ieiiee. 

He takes heed, by rcmeiuberinj his own weakness. He 
knows that the most feeble mib^ile in the woild the most con- 
temptible temptation, can m ikc lum totter 

He takes heed, by aiailiiig himself of the strength of God 
in Christ Josus. Daily uiid homlv lie seeks wisdom, strength, 
and holiness from the Captain of his sah ifion. He takes 
heed, by following this Cjptiiin, whithei<>oner he leads, even 
though it were into the most dingerous looking places, for the 
path traced by his Leader and Commander is the only path of 
^Ivation. 



jANnARY28,— "When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then ahall 
ye also appear with him in glory." — Coloseinns iii. 4. 

" In thy favor is life." When Adam sinned, he lost the 
favor of God and thus lie died. This is the worst of all 
duitl 3 fur a11 otl er leaths are just the expression of God's 
d sfavor Ask ne of the lost in hell when he died, and he 
w 11 r ^ttly tell you that it was when he lost the divine favor. 
Wl en 1 man eon es to Christ, he finds what Adam lost and 
what A I m d ulU =8 regained,— the favor of God, life in the 
h t,hest sei se lor all the other things called life are but the 
esprefis 01 s of tl s fa\or 

Chrst our 1 te He haslroUp,ht s nto the region of 
) fe the re on of God' eierhst ng in lies lit has put life 
w tl n u — nameiv the hatred of s n the lo e of the Holy 
One the knowledge of self He has g en is the Spirit that 
dwells in himself, and in the angels. He has reconciled us to 
the will of God. This is the beginning. But in himself exisU 
an infinite remainder yet uneonimunicated. He is called our 
life, not merely because he became to us the source of life, but 
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because we live only by virtue of our union to him. Apart 
from him we have no existence ; we arc in the abyss. 

We read much of the future manifestation of the Son of 
Oodj we also read of the manifestation of the sons of God. 
Our test declares that these two are identical. His and our 
manifestation in glory shall be consentaneous. And belicvere 
are taught to look forward to both these events or to this two- 
fold event. This ia the special scope of their aspirations. 
And not of theirs only, but the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth, waiting lor this, which will be ita redemption from 
the indignities and burden of sin. 



There is a hope that cannot exist without fear, and a fear 
that should not he dissevered from hope. There is a fear 
that is obnoxious to perfect love; that is, a fear that has tor- 
ment in it, it must be cast out and sent to its own place — the 
bosom of the ei il one But the fear we speak of,.angels would 
not be without for worlds , and saint* cannot be without it. 
\ou maj call it 1 loving sohcitudt, to haie Christ abiding m 
the heart by faith to do our heavenlj Fathers will without 
deiiation or diminution This fear is its own guarantee thit 
thf, things feared will not come to jwss I iko one that pos- 
sesses some pottnt spell by which eiery eincei^ thle danger 
miy bo obviated he has just so much fear ff evil as hindcia 
him from forgetting the spell while the conscious possession 
of the spell fills him wilh joy in the sen«ie of all-sufficient 
strength and with a liop*,fui confid(,nt inti(,pition of fiml 
eierlisting victory 

The eje of the Jjord is upon such Thej h jn in his mercy 
because they are alri-adj, and art houilj, the recipients of his 
mercy. They know that his eye beams with loving-kindnesH, 
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nnd it is a foretaste of licnven to know that his eye is upon 
thorn. Their works are done for his ejc. Their eonduct ap- 
pe;irs strange to luen; and men ask, " Who is the spectator fir 
whom these strange actions are performed?" They go boldly 
forth, lambs among wolves, because the Good Shepherd has his 
,eye upon them. He guides them with hia eye. When they 
discover that they are quitting the path of his approving 
glance, they hasten back. 

They meet the eye of the Lord in prayer, and in praise. 

They meet it in the study of liis word. 

They meet it in the exercise of faith. 

They meet it in their labors for the good of men. 

They meet it when men frown and rage. 

In the calm and in the storm ; at noon day and in the dead 
of night; in sickness and bereavements; in health and deliver- 
ances. The eye of the Lord was upon the disciples when they 
were toiling in rowing; when they were sad, dispirited, be- 
wildered on the lake of Gennesareth, They should have 
known that it was, but did not discover it till afterwards. Le' 
lis beware lest our little faith hinder us from seeing the eye »/ 
the Lord, when things seem contrary a 



Janiiahy .so.—" Yc shnll lie mj sons mTd diugliturs, aaith Ihc Lord Al 
migbtj."— 2 Corinthians vi. 18. 

This is the portion of those that come out from the world 
and are separated." Adam was called the son ofGod; for God 
breathed hia own Spirit into him, and created him in his own 
image. The sons of God shouted for joy at the dawn of mun- 
dane things, and most of all, when they saw their new brother, 
the inhabitant of Eden. In order that we might recover the 
knowledge of what is meant by the expression, " Son of God," 
Jesus Christ .lame into the world. The Father speaking from 
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heaven, bade US look on liira and recogn.ze tlic type of what 
we were called to be. 

The great things in sonship are identity of nature and iden- 
tity of intereafs. Along with the identity of nature there ia 
subordination ; which is for the purpose of giving scope to the 
Father's love and capacity to bless. The Father recognizes the 
interests of the son as his, and looks upon all his property, his 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, his resources created and 
uncreated, with reference to the blessing and glorifying of his 
Eons and daughters. To acknowledge a son is to acknowledge 
au heir. The Father's house is tlie house of the son and of 
the daughter: they may go in without knocking; the man- 
sions are prepared for them. 

The world docs not know you, sons and daughters of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and the world knows 
of no otlier birth than this ; but ye are born of God. Un- 
known and invisible to others, your Father is the Lord of the 
universe. Daily you ask and receive ; you are in constant in- 
tercourse with him; you sleep not without his blessing; you 
let not without his counsel ; you suffer not without his con- 
lolation. 

We know not what we shall be, for we know not yet what 
Christ is. We know in part. Christ came to teach one half 
of the lesson ; he will come again to teach the other half. We 
shall see him as he is, and not as he was, when on the earth in 
a state of humiliation. Then will our exile he ended; the 
righteous shall shine forth in the kingdom of their Father. 



jANUAnv 31.— "Cft?l Ihj butilen upon the Lord, and he shall suslai 
thoe."— Psalm Iv. 22. 

IVho is there that hath not a burden ? — who that stands i 
no need of relief? 

The burden of ignorance weighs heavy on one man. H 
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finds himself so lainenUibly in the darlc wi.h regard to many 
most important things. The biirdon of responsibility weighs 
heavy on another. The burden of sonic secret frailty, somti 
unconquerable weakness oppre^es another. The burden, of 
doubt is crushing to this sin-tormented soul. The burden of 
jnortality, the fear of death, is more than another can bear. 
The burden of levity and thoughtlessness is heavier to some 
than is generally supposed. To one and all the command is, 
" Cast thy burden upon the Lord." 

Many go stag^ring under the burdens of Hfe, cursing God 
as they staler along. What do they wish ? Tliat God 
should give Satan authority to remove their burdens ? or, make 
Satan's yoke easy and his burden light? No; God reserves it 
as his own distinctive privilege to lighten the burdens of mor- 
tals. " Come unto me," Bays Christ, " and ye shall find 
rest." 

How is a man to cast his burden upon the Lord ? By faith 
in the Lord's promise. He must stop groaning, and believe. 
He must go to his task in prayer, expecting that an unseen 
hand will take hold of the wheel simultaneously with his own, 
and lift it out of the mire. If he has to speak, be must lay 
hold of the promise and look for a mouth and wisdom that 
none shall be able to gainsay or resist. We are not to suppose 
any burden too small to take to God. If we think it small, 
and seek no help, it will grow in bulk till we are crushed be- 
neath it. 

He will not remove your burden so that you shall have 
nothing to do, no more need of him ; but he will sustain you — 
he will administer support, so that men shall wonder to see you 
walking with such alacrity, to hear you singing so blithely with 
a great burden upon you. Then will you tell them of the sus- 
taining hand. 

Cast, then, thy burden on the Lord, and he shall susfeda 
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David was not a man unsusceptible of fear ; nor was ho 
asliamed to confess that ho could fear. Often he makes tlie 
confession. In this he was braver than many. But David 
stood firm, when a thousand brave men would have fled. Few 
sheplierds would have stood by their sheep, on the approach of 
a bear ; fewer, on the approach of a lion ; but David, the strip- 
ling, did this : he met the bear and conquered it ; be fought 
the lion and destroyed it. Afterward he met him before whom 
the whole Israelitish army cowered and quailed. There were 
doubtiess in that anny the usual proportion of brave and gal- 
lant captains, and dauntless soldiers. David was a timid youth, 
in comparison with them. He had no self-confidence, no con- 
tempt of danger. He knew his own weakness. But he had 
one glorious resource. He had a mighty friend in God, and 
God was with him ; with him when he met the bear and the 
lion; with him when he met Goliath. 

Faith is true courage. It is the courage of discretion ; the 
courage of man rather than that of the beast. Some go to 
battle like the war-horse, crying, " Aha, aha;" and with no 
other courage than that of the war-horse. Thoy glory in theii 
shame. Their courage is contempt of God, They disclaim 
his aid. Their own right arm is their divinity, a divinity 
that may be brought into dust by a few grains of powder. 
Thousands of the world's heroes have taken hell by stomi ; 
carved their way through mighty obstacles and amid acclama- 
tions, to a citadel where they found Satan enthroned, and a pas- 
Ktge to the bottomless abyss. Courage, without God, is a de- 
fiance of the Omnipotent one, and an invocation of his wrath. 
Paul, like David, speaks of himself as often in fear and tremb- 
ling. He discourses largely of his own weakness. But like 
David he strengthened himself in the strength of God, and 
came off more than conqueror. 
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Tlie resolution expressed i» the wnrds of the test is equally 
n resolution to walk in the wnya of God's iippointiiient They 
that seek forbidden paths will find nothing for their faith to 
take hold of 



Is pecpio, Jacob ia the lot of I1I4 
inherit 

Canaan was divided among the n n pc pi f God. Each 
tribe had its portion. The ques n n h 1 been a^ed, 

What portion has the Lord reaer d f 1 u-sei ? The answer 
would have been, "The people of GkI h p rtion. They 
are his peculiar possession in the e 1 Ih e his habita- 
tion. Not merely the first fruits, not merely the Sabbaths, not 
merely the firstling of the flock ; — all is liis. The people are 
his; their allegiance, their service belong to him." 

So it was then, so it is now, God has never ceased to have 
a people in the world from the beginning to the present time. 
They stand in covenant relations to him. In vain will you 
give him anything else. Flocks, gold, silver, church-edificca — 
he takes them to the one side, and waits for thee to give /hi/- 
sdf, thy heart, thine underetanding, thy body; this give; this 
is the only portion he will accept. Give thyself to him, and 
he will give himself to thee. Give thy heart to him ; he will 
purify it from all its defilements, and abide therein. Give thy 
understanding, and he will open all its windows and pour the 
true light of day into all its chambers. Give thy body, and 
he will make it like unto Christ's glorious body. 

Satan is the god of this world. But the Lord has a portion 
in it. There is the beginning of his kingdom in it. Fear 
not, little flock ! you are given to the Lord ; and it is your 
Father's good pleasure t« give you the Kingdom. A few feet 
of ground have been the beginning of more than one mighty 
empire. 
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Ggd — RcvelitiDn ui 2 

The church of Siidia, as a, whole, might be spoken of as 
do id The ordmoiiees of religion were indeed maintained and 
attended, the word read, prayer offered; the communion jiar- 
tjiken In the estimation of many of the members, the church 
was anything but dead, but their conception of a Hying ehurch 
was difilrent from Ohribt s ; and he pronounced it dead : dead, 
as a church Yet wis not vital godliness altogether estinct; 
some believers there were; and their position was one of great 
re'ponsibihty md danger The standard of practical piety in 
(he mind of e leh one is modified by the standard that prevails 
in the church It la immensely difficult to hold fest to our 
conception ot the pittj that becomes a Christian, wlien very 
mlciior conceptions arc almost universal around us. So, too, 
when a hij^hei fctandtrd than ours IS prominently exhibited 
around us But !et every one that loves the Lord Jesus 
Christ consider that the failures of others, as well as the graces 
of others, powerfully urge us to redouble our zeal. If the ship 
is buffeted by some violent tempest, and many of the hands re- 
fuse to exert themselves for the salvation of the vessel, it is 
only the more incumbent upon the few faithful found to put 
forth their best energies. If few love the Saviour, there ia 
more need that I should love him to the utmost of my capa- 
city. The Spirit of God would certainly have me draw this 
argument from the supineness, the unfaithfulness., the worldli- 
ncRs of other Christians. It is bad enough th'it a dead Chris- 
tianity should exert its baneful infiuence upon the world ; why 
should the few earnest Christians allow it to plunder lltfm of 
half of their earnefetuess ? Christ must have his tribute. If 
others out and out refuse to pay it, or pay it in part only, let 
me the more Jealously pay it in the full measure, pressed down 
and running over. Upon the countenance of one we love, we 
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trace easily the slightest indication of weakness; and if we 
love the church which Christ has purchased with his hlood, we 
shall no*; fail to notice every unfavorable symptom that ap- 
pears. Without commissioning our thoughts to travel all lUe 
way to Sardis, we may enquire how it is with us and with the 
church to which we belong ? Are there any indications of de- 
cay? Does the word of God take effect? Docs the work of 
God advance? Are souls quickened? Is there joy in God? 
Is faith in Christ radiant in the countenances and beautiful in 
the conduct of our company ? Or is tliere an air of languor, 
of indifference, of lifelessness visible ? Are the prayer-meet- 
ings neglected? Sacrifices discontinued? Religious conver- 
sation omitted ? Excuses welcomed ? Burdens deprecated ? 



Febhuaht 4. — 'He will keep the feet of bis saints."— I Samuel ii. 8. 

We have here the perseverance of the saints. 

God will keep the foot of those who walk in his paths. 
They are saints, inasmuch as the Holy Spirit dwellcth in them, 
as they are born of God, walk by faith, renounce the idea of 
their natural holiness, and hunger and thirst aft«r righteous- 
nesa. Their feet he will keep. He will not keep the feet of 
those who simply seek to be kept from eternal perdition ; but 
of those wlio wish to be kept from all st«ps that accord not 
with the glory of God. He will keep the feet of those who 
commit all their steps unto his keeping. 

He will keep them from frequenting the society of the 
wicked. From approaching the precipice of temptation. 
From that prosperity which bringeth a snare. From circum- 
stances that are likely to be adverse to their piety and useful- 
ness. From the burden of care, and from the excessive pres- 
sure of responsibility. From erroneous doctrines. From vain 
speculations From supineness and a blind confidence. From 
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the fear of death Frnm i seriou'! mhiaterpret-ilion of his 

He will n t keep them from triiji privit ona bereavement*! 
worlllj los.es pciples na; comhinati ii= inward e nflicti the 
toHp le of shnder and the misjudgmeDt of fiiends But 1 e 
will keep theai under these and bring them oft more than 

lie will ktep them 1 y the promises By the command 
monta By the exempli, of Chr ■'t By that of other lunti 
depa tcl or eontcmp rary By good wcrds pr ntel or =poken 
By the preaching of the gospel By the SaWath and by 
pr I jer meetings By f,ning fhem the lo\e of prnate prayer 
B> lead ng them t 'i It-exam ination 

Somet mes nhen a broad sea stretches b fore them tb y are 
reily tj siy We are safer wh re we are But the eneny 
presses upon them, and they have to go forward. Then a path 
is opened for tbem through the depths of the sea, and their 
feet are kept. Sometimes a mighty ocean expands before 
them, and beyond that the howling wilderness of an unknown 
world ; behind them fires are kindled ; a side path invites them 
to ease, opulence and honor ; but the promise to keep their 
feet is valid only in that path which crosses the billows of the 
ocean, and lands them on a savage coast; and they fiillnw it, 
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. 



idea iiviii. 8. 

Observe, there is an y' in the case. The prize exhibited is 
obtainable on a condition. There is a glorious certainty; but 
it exists only in a particular path. 

If thou seek him. The words atop with thee. It docs not 
glance by thee to another. The question is not, " What shall 
diis man do?" — "Are there many that be saved?" But, "Wilt 
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thou seek him 1" Unless thou canst distinctly prove that he 
has been found of thee, thia word will not let thee go. Ifa er- 
rand from heaven ia to thee, and it must take back a report 
from thee. 

If thou ssek him. Not enquire about him, read aboat him, 
hear about him, desire him; but seek him. Seek him in hia 
word,— with expectation, — with faith, — with prayer, — with 
obedience, — with perseverance ; in his providences ; in his peo- 
ple ; in the new operations of your own heart ; in the monitions 
of the Spirit. 

If jou seek Him. The chiefest among ten thousands. The 
Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the valley. God manifest in 
the flesh. The fountain of life. Even Him whose command- 
ments you have broken ; whose curse you deserve; whom an- 
gels adore; who upholdeth all things; who is unsought, a con- 
suming fire; hut who is, when sought, a God of love. 

Be will be found of thee. lie will not sead his angel to 
console thee. He will not refer you to some created mediator ; 
nor to his works, his benefits. He, the infinite One, in whom 
are all conceivable and inconceivable treasures of blessing, he 
will be found of thee. 

He will be found of thee. He is willing to be found. If he 
is not in the fore-ground of your possessions, it is simply that 
your desire for him may be expressed in search. He will be 
found, certainly. The thing is beyond all doubt; for you seek 
him. Let this assurance sustain you under present disappoint- 
ment and privation. 

Of thee. Yes, even of thee. Why not? The greatest 
saints that ever lived were as mean in origin, as poor in re- 
sources, as obnoxious to wrath, as plagued with an evil heart, 
as unbelieving as thou art. All thy opprobrious characteristics 
do not equipoise this one new and blessed peculiarity that thou 
Beekest him. 
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Febhuary 6.— " jloquaint no« thjaelt with him, and bo at peace.'*— 
Jobsxii. 21. 

Scarcely with anything can man be properly said to be ac- 
quainted. He is piinfully alive to the fact of his limited com- 
prehension of iveii the least depirtmpnt ot the vfjrka of God; 
yet has no trouble at heirt on the score ot ha want of ac- 
quaintance with the Lrrd ot the universe " Gnd, I know," 
says one; "leaio me alone with regard to any iceount of him. 
See, I am very busy in the study of thuse i.att rpi liars ; your 
talk of God hinders me from gifting t.ome valuable know- 
ledge." "Why IB this Sabbath coming pcrpetuillj in," saya 
another, " to hinder me from pursuing my experiments in 
Natural Philosophy ? With God I am acquainted ; but I have 
many discoveries to make in electro-magnetism." 

We have here a positive command. We tbink it very kind 
of some great man, to encourage us to make bis acquaintance. 
The greatest of all beings, the fountain of all exceilence, en- 
courages us, commands us even, to become acquainted with 
him. Shall we go to heaven to become acquainted with him ? 
No, be conies to us. He stands at the door and knocks. He 
haa bidden so much of his glory aa would have awed and in- 
timidated ns. He has taken the form of a man that this ac- 
quaintanceship might be easily effected. He mas acquainted 
with grief, that we might become acquainted with him and 
with peace. Acquaintance is not perfected in an instant. It 
may be carried, in some happy hour, to a wonderful extent. 
But it is essentially a thing of cultivation. 

There is a false peace based on misconceptions of God. The 
beginning of a true acquaintance breaks up this and perhaps 
fills the soul with terrors. But shrink not; go on ; acquaint 
tliyself with him; press into his palace; take no heed of 
seraphic guards whose swords turn every way; seek the privato 
apartments of the king, and hesitate not to sit down in bis 
banquet-chamber. Converse with thy Maker; confide all 
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things to him ; malte those guards your own ; that palace your 
hoiise; that majesty your defence; the blessedness of that di- 
vine atmosphere your portion ; and from the sublime poEition 
to which the Prince of peace has brought you, look down with 
serene compassion on a world where the peace of God has been 
offered and rejected, daily, for thousands of years ; and where 
strife, torment and confusion must reign till men are willing to 
acfjuaint themselves with God. 



white raijount; and tbey had on Iheit iettds crowns of gold." — Bevcl«- 
tion it . i. 

Our translators have shown an unnecessary timidity, in sub- 
stituting the word " seats" for " thrones." The original is : 
" And round about the throne, thrones twenty and four." " I 
am glorified in them," said Christ. Their glory does not de- 
tract from his glory, any more than hia from the Fatlier'a ; but 
their glory is his glory. Christ is enthroned over again and 
crowned over again, in every redeemed one who is brought up 
out of the horrible pit and miry clay of sin, and advanced to 
a stupendous height of felicity and glory. " On his head werfl 
ma«y crowns." How many? As many as thcro are sinners 
redeemed through his blood. 

Who are these four and twenty presbyters whose thrones 
compass the throne of God and of the Lamb f They them- 
pclves tell us in their new song given in the nest chapter ; 
" Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation." 
They represent the entire host of the redeemed as it shall be 
after the day of full evangelisation. The redeemed were to 
be brought immediately to the throne of Godj they were to 
sit upon the very thrones that constituted a part of God'H 
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throne; and further, the rcprcsentatinn, while looking forward 
to the day of complete triumph, is intended to take in all the 
generations of believers ever living on the earth, and to be 
good for the daja of incompleteness. Twenty-four are selected 
for the whole, perhaps, because there were twenty-four courses 
of priests; and under the present dispeosation, all believers 
are priests and kings, (v. 10.) Wo are risen with Christ. 
We sit with him in heavenly places. We are come unto the 
city of the living God. In John's vision we are actually per- 
mitted to see ourselves in heaven. Looking at the tl n f 
God and of the Lamb, we find ourselves the the 1 > f 
the place would, it appears, be incomplete, w h t th 
deemed and the glory which Christ has purchas d f tl m 
We ourselves become to ourselves objects of f 1 B 1 e 
in God, believe also in me, said Christ; and w d o w be 
lieve in him unseen, believe in him upon the throne; and we 
are to believe iu ourselves now in heaven with Christ; as we 
believe in his glory, so we should believe in our own. Satan 
arrayed before the eyes of our Lord the kingdoms of this 
world and the glory of them, and said, All these will I give 
thee. But the Spirit of God gives us a vision of the throne 
of God, and of thrones prepared for the redeemed in the very 
midst of the inhabitants of heaven, and says, " All thcso the 
Lord givcth thee." 

It must be that Christians are marvellously without faith, 
seeing that the honors and the dignities of this world have so 
much attraction In their eyes, so much power to sway their 
mov3menta. What manner of men should we be in ail holy, 
conversation and godliness ? He that ifi last of all and servant 
of all, the same shall be chief in the kingdom of heaven. If 
we die with him, we shall reign with him. Our life is to be a 
protest, the strongest wc can make it, against that love of the 
world, that delight in the world's pleasures and treasures and 
dignities 'Uat stand between the souls of men and salvation. 
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" As thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, ,hat they also 
lUiiy bu one in us." The inconceivably intimate union of the 
believer with God, is set forth in two ways. Christ says, we 
bIiuU come unto him and make our abode with him ; God 
dwelletli in iw. The other way is by a representation of God 
enthroned in heaven, and believers on thrones encompassing 
that throne. The question is, What is the heaven of your 
heart? Is self on the central throne, or, is God there? 



FEiinoAnT 8.— "God rcaiatctli tte proud."~I Pet. r. 5. 

Pride is robbery. It is the robbery of that which is most 
precious and sacred in the universe, namely, the glory of God. 
To the Maker of the universe belongs all the glory of the uni- 
verse. Pride takes its stand over against God and defies him. 
It claims for itself the tribute that belongs to God ; and would 
have all eyes directed to itself, all knees bent before itself. 
God must resist pride : resist it when angels sin ; when men 
build a tower of Babel ; when men say of the voice of Herod, 
" it is the voice of a God." He must resist it for the sake of 
truth ; for the vindication of himself; for the safety of his 
Church ; for the well-being of the universe ; for the satisfaetion 
of angels ; for the chastisement of the wicked. 

But do you know who are the proud? Do not err. You 
think of them as a particular class, of whom you ooeasionally 
meet one, and who are generally disliked by men. But these 
are simply those whose pride manifests itself offensively to 
mantind. Men are all proud, even the universal family of 
man ; and those only are escaping from the stigma who have 
deeply repented of sin, renounced all confidence in their own 
goodness, avonehed themselves bankrupts in the sight of God 
and man, received the whole testimony of the Scripture, be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus Christ, and through him approached 
the throne of grace. 
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God resists the proud, by awakening in their brenst a mon- 
itor to remind them of their sin, weakness and ignorance; by 
letting them pursue the course tbey proudly chose for thom- 
eelves, and taste the bitter fruits thereof; by the esamplc of 
Christ's sublime humility; by the unhappiness and morbid 
sensitiveness tliat wait on pride; by his providences which 
leave them shora of the things they glory in ; sometimes even 
by the insuils of men. 

You are resisted in your prayers and know not the reason. 
The difficulty is that there are enormous pits of unworthiness 
within you, over which pride has cast its mantle. Seek to 
know these, to hate thcta, and to have them filled with re- 
generating grace, and you will no more be thwarted in your 
prayers. 

You are resisted in your attempts to do good, and wonder 
greatly at this. But you have not a single eye. You are 
ready to take honor to yourself. Humble yourself and become 
a simple steward, a conveyancer of God's mercies. 



The roaurrection because the life. He is the life, in that by 
him our souls live before God, and draw from the everlasting 
fulness of divine grace, and are changed into the image of our 
heavenly Father. He is the life that came into the world by 
one gate, almost at the very moment when death entered it by 
another. When Adam tasted the forbidden fruit, Death en- 
tered in state and enthroned himself in the world, with his 
royal train of terrors and miseries; but Life also entered in 
the meek and quiet guise of the word concerning Christ; and 
has ever found somo footing for ifself from that time to the 
present. 

Your brother is dead, you say, and buried. " Look upon 
me/' says Christj "and let your tears be dried; for I am the 
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life. If youT brother had life, that life is in me; my life is 
the pledge of his. Because I live, he shall live also. By faith 
perceive your brother clothed with the houndless wealth of the 
litis that is in me. The life of your brother can only be 
reached through me." 

"True, dear Lord, thou art the life; and he whom we 
niOTirn, as he believed on thee, must he in the realms of life 
and bask in the smiles of the Blessed. But his, body anchored 
hiio among us; and we now have him not. All of him that 
waE palpable and visible, all that the sua shone upon and the 
wind breathed upon, our breathing, speaking, hearing brother, 
our earthly eompauJon, is a prey to death." 

" I am the resurrection as well as the life. I am your com- 
panion; it is the privilege of believers to be present with me; 
your brother shall rise again. The incorruptible body of your 
Saviour is a pledge of the redemption of the believer's body 
from corruption. He that helieveth on nie is baptized unlo 
the redemption of the body as well as of the soul. Faith 
brings to me a lost and coiTupt soul ; it brings me also a dead 
and corrupt body, and receives in exchange an imperishable, 
glorious body." 

All that we have then to do with death, is to march through 
his dominions after the captain of our salvation, and issue, 
from the portal beyond, in body, soul, and spirit like him who 
is at the right hand of the majesty on high. 



"Saret;! hnon tb&t it shall b« well with them that 
feat God."— EoolesiBBlBB viii. 12. 

Observe here the character of those that are spoken of: 
" they fear God." 

Observe their conrfiiwra, present and prospective : "it shall 
be well with them." 

Notion the certainty of this: "surely I know." 
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God is love This word embraces all his perfectiona, But 
let none suppu'^e th it he w therefore bound down to a single 
line of maDifestiLtion Light is one; yet, Siiys the prism, man- 
ifold. The biernest acts of Providence unfold, in their own 
particular way, the lo\c of God. Again, all that God requires 
of us, is lo*c But this love will manifest itself diversely, ac- 
cording to the divine perfection contemplated. In view of hia 
holincM, we stand in awe; of his sovereignty, we fear; of his 
fiiithAilness, we believe; and in view of his kindneas, we re- 
joice. 

/( skafi he toeS with (7iem. A qniet, modest word ; but full 
of significance. The fear of God took Abraham to Mount 
Moriah; but it was well with him there. It was not the fear 
of God that took Lot to Sodom ; it went not well with him 
there. The fear of God took Daniel into the lion's don, and 
the three Hebrews into the seven-times heated furnace; they 
feared him who had power to cast both soul and body into 
hell ; and it was well with them. The spirit of glory and of 
God reateth as a dove, upon them that fear God; invisible to 
the world; telling of the new Jerusalem that comctb down 
from God out of heaven ! Who shall estimate the measure of 
this word " well ?" Ask Lazarus to tell thee from the bosom 
of Abraham, what it means;— ask Paul; — ask the primeval 
angels; — ask God I 

2 know surely, says the Preacher. There is no item of 
knowledge based on more absolute certainty than tliis. If 
God be God, then whatever else be certain or uncertain, this 
one thing is imperatively true ; it must be well with him that 
fearcth Gnd. This unquestionable axiom laughs all mere phil- 
osophy to scorn, and condemns all that disdain the paths of 
God. Are you willing to bid eternal farewell to this word 
which shuts up in itself as in a mystic casket all the riches, all 
the beauty, oil the splendor, and all the bliss of fiod"s vast 
universe ? Oh ! what a bankrupt is he that lets go this word ! 
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pBBiiujitv n.— "Fruiiful iQ every guud wutk."— Colossi no E i. 10. 

The Aluii^litj Jlaker of all lieiimnds no more of anything 
ho lias made than he has mafic it capable of yielding, j^^jugh 
when each tree yields its approptiiite fruits. The plants of 
righteousness have pre-eminence above all the trees of the 
field i for OB their boughs, they bear, wonderful to relate, many 
varieties of fruita. There is one Spirit; but his fruit is love, 
joy, peace, long-buffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance. How beautiful when the trees planted ia 
the courts of (Jod, exhibit, each of them, all these varieties of 
celestial fruita. Does a man eay, I am fruitful In one good 
work, I have fulfilled my legitimate function ? I reply : Yoa 
know not your calling, neither the grace of God ; you are 
called to be one of those peculiar trees that are to be trans- 
planted to paradise; be fruitful, therefore, in every good work. 

Who is he that speaketh against good works ? Such an one 
speaketh against God. Good works are the works that God 
approves. To disapprove of what God approves, is something 
that should be lcfi> to Satan and his angels. It ia impu^ible 
to take a step in the path-way of life, but by a good work. A 
man must do what God would have him do, or he will make 
very little progress in that path to heaven. The first thing, of 
course, is to renounce all trust in one's own righteousness, and 
look to Christ as one's sole wisdom, righteousness, sanetifieation, 
and redemption. We are created anew in Christ Jesus unto 
good works. 

Fivitful in every good tcork. Not but that a man may bfi 
specially fitted for a particular Bervicc, W^e are not bidden to 
fritter away our powers in vain efforts to do a multitude of 
thin^. But opportunities of diverse character come to every 
man. It is of great importance to be on the look out for these. 
The devotee of gain is wonderfully keen for the recognition of 
opportunities; and grasps with all his energies at each ma- 
eessive hope that darls across his path. The Christian is a 
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mercliant of a peculiar kind ; his wholo aim is to enrich others. 
Golden opportunities in his estimation are such as enable him 
to do good. He cultivates a habit of looking upon every man 
as one to whom good is to be done. The day is whitest in Lia 
calendar in which he has been enabled to communic»te most. 
Let us look around us and see if we cannot he fruitful in some 
good works that our hands have not yet known. The glory of 
a tree is to be fruitful. 



Febhuart 13. — "He that tnisteth in his own heart is n fool."— ProT- 
erba ixviii. 26. 

Self-confidence, self-reliance, pride of character, sense of 
power, consciousness of strength, self-possession,— Ui^e make 
a man great in the eyes of the world, and a, fool in the sight 
of God. For strength is in the consciousness of weakness, not 
in the consciousness of strength. Wisdom is in the conscious- 
ness of ignorance [ and true confidence is in the utter mistrust 
of self. Man by himself is a fragment. He is the sport of 
circumstances, — the foot-ball of time. Yea, though he have 
imperial power and subdue the world, if his trust be in him- 
self, it is in a reed shaken with the wind. Man is complete only 
in God, only in Christ. Let t!ie tree laugh at the soil and 
glory in ils bared roots; the folly were not so great as that of 
him who trusteth in his own heart. 

Trust not in your own heart. For he that does so, trusts in 
tho heart of a fool. You have been deceived by it a thousand 
times. You know it to be incorrigibly ^ven to falsehood. It 
IS in the pay of Satan, and would lure you in a flowery path go- 
ing to destruction. Self-trust is the abandonment of God. To 
go forth in the consciousness of your own strength, wisdom, or 
virtue, is to go forth as Goliath ; but what is jour stupendous 
sword, what your brazen armor, in comparison with the atone 
of the brook in the hand ol' faith ? " You have heard a great 
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deal of fai(li| and cannot iindorstand it." Know that it ia just 
the opposite of your self-trust. It is the geiiuino source of 
strength anil victory; you have hut the counterfeit. 



Psata cjix. 8. 

So says the Psalmist, A thousand years after, the angel 
■who appeared to Mary takes up the refrain, saying, " He shall 
save Ilia people from their sins." Peter in due time learna this 
admirable song, and thus modulates it in the hearing of the 
Jews r — " Unto you first, God. having raised up his son Jesus, 
sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
his iniquities." Paul suffere not the strain to die, but gives it 
the following utterance: — "Christ gave himself for us that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto hinjself u 
peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

By his death he reconciles the Godhead to us. By his Gos- 
pel he reconciles us to God. He redeems us from all ini({ul- 
ties, finally, by his Spirit and sanctifying word. This result ia 
accomplished by inspiring enmity between our souls and out 
iniquities. We discover these to bo so many folds of an ana- 
conda about our soul. We arc made to hate them with a per- 
fect hatred, — also to know our own impotence, — then to know 
^ur strength in Him,^then to burst these successive chains, 
and walk emancipated in spirit. In general, we may under- 
stand that there is no actual deliverance from any sin, until 
the odiouaness of that sin has been seen. The odiouanesa of 
it is often first seen when we come into actual conflict with it; 
but most seen when we contemplate the opposite perfection in 
the lovely character of Christ. 



FKBniriRY 14.— "If it Hcro nut so, I «ould have told you."— John 
tLv. 2. 

There is something exceedingly gracious and affecting about 
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this declaration. It is the language of pure friendship and 
open-hearted confidence. " If thin^ had heen darker than 
they are, if your difficulties greater, if your future less glori- 
ous, be sure that I would have tflid you. Did I ever seek to 
disguise the di£&culti^ that would throng your path, if you 
became my followers? Did I speak in a whisper of the erosj 
that you would have to bear? Did I keep you ignorant of an 
opposing world, oppressive governor, persecuting monarchs ? 
Did I not speak emphatically of scourgings, stonings, impria- 
oninga t" 

" Again, did I ever keep baek anything from you that was 
really needful for your encouragement and your guidance ? I 
have told you all things that were calculated to contribute to 
your fortitude and to your joy. I know well that the idea will 
creep some time into your mind, (for what idea is so wild that 
it finds no aecess to the mind of man, even of the man whom 
God hath taught,) the idea will present itself to you that the 
revelation made by me is not all that it should be. Curiosity, 
for instance, may desire to know very much about the many 
mansions in my Father's house ; but be assured, if that more 
detailed information had been truly desirable for you, I would 
have communicated it. Infinite wisdom and infinite lovo have 
not only prompted the words that I have given you, but my 
silence also. I might have expatiated much upon my Father's 
house of glory ; but it would have hindered you from paying 
due attention to the way that leadeth to that house. Enough 
for you to know that I am there, with the glory which I had 
before the world was ; that ten thousand times ten thousand 
sons of God walk there in purity and majesty; and that there 
are vacancies in their ranks which it is understood that you 
are to fill. What is of chief exigency is that you should 
know well the spot on which you are putting down your 
foot, and be perfectly instructed in the way of righteousness." 

Reader, are you satisfied with the revelation that God has 
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been pleased to give you? Dare not to doubt this word of 
Christ, that if it JkkI been best /or you, he ■wouM have told you 
more.. Shall man hand God a table of contents, and ask the 
Almighty to make a revelation thereto accordant? 



Februabv 15.— "I glorj in my infirmities."— 2 Corinthians lii. B. 

With gladness and with exultation Pa«] contemplated the 
fact that God had made him what he was, a very dependent 
creature, in himself altogether incomplete, and in unceasing 
need of the presence and blessing of God. 

Imagine a flower able to shine by phosphorescent rays, dim 
and dying at the best; and saying to the glorious sun in the 
heavens, "Depart from me, I have no need of thee; trouble 
not thyself to more through my skies; I am my own sun." 
What fatuity were this. It is the glory of the flower that it 
has so magnificent a bridegroom, rising day by day to run hia 
course of lore through the skies. Let the flower rejoice and 
be glad that it has no power of its own over the earth, over 
the air, over the least of its own Internal vessels ; and that 
without the sun it can do nothing. Let it be tenacious unto 
death of its dependence. And let Paul, enlightened by the 
Spirit of God, exult in a condition that keeps him in perpetual 
and heavenly alliance with the King of kings. Let him glory 
in his poverty that binds him lo the treasury of heaven ; in 
hia isolation that procures him a legion of angels to camp 
about him; in hia ignorance that demands the teachings of 
the Omniscient; and in his moral helpl^snesa that requires 
Christ to abide in his heart by faith 



Febrfart 16,— "OivB us help from irouble, for vain is the help of 
mui."— Psiilm Ix. 11. 

There was a poor woman that spent all her living upon phy- 
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sicians. She went everywhere soliciting the help :•! man, and 
experimenting upon the capacities of earth. Finally she de- 
spaired. The shades of night were gathering around her; 
she cried unto God, saying, perhapB, " give us help from trouble, 
for vaiD is the help of man ;" then speedily came the Prince 
of Life, and the mere sweep of hia garment imparted what 
had bean so long and vainly sought from uian. 

Altogether the bitterest element of trouble is the foolish ex- 
pectation of man's help, of the world's consolation. Has man 
then no power to succor his fellow-man ? Does the Bible wish 
to make us misanthropists ? Is the voice of human friendship 
the Toiee of a syren F And shall we treat with suspicion and 
contempt the sympathizing ones who hasten to us at the report 
of our trouble ? Not so. If God notices the cup of cold wa- 
ter, it cannot be that we should slight it. Christ would have 
the sweet odor of the act performed by Mary, in the house of 
Simon the leper, diffused through all the world. Far be it 
from us to repel the kindnesses of any. 

Yet consider ;— Christ was pleased with Mary's tribute; but 
the sorrows of his soul were not stanched by it. He knew 
what was in the heart of Judas ; he knew what Peter was 
ready to become; he had troubles that human solaces weie 
vain to remove. When Peter was in prison, there were thou- 
sands that loved him and would have made all sacrifices to 
liberate him ; but all they could do was to go to God in his 
behalf. Where, in all the world, is the man that has not had 
experience of troubles that the help of man was powerless to 
remove? No one can remove them effectually and perma- 
nently, but that Divine being who bore our sins in his own 
human body on the tree; no one but he who is able to remove 
our unbelief, our selfishness, our wrong desires, our iaordinata 
affections. 

Lord, give thou us help from trouble, for vain is the help 
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" Ellen in Sardis." How full of reproach this httle word 
" even." The wonder was that any good should live in such a 
sea of iniquity as that. Even in Sardis ! It will be well for 
us to act as though our residence were in Sardis; as though 
there were the greatest possible danger of our soiling our robes. 
The robes that are polluted are robes that were given spotless. 
You cannot pollute that which is intrinsically vile. The gar- 
ments which so many Sardians had defiled, were such as they 
had in connection with their Christian profession. When a 
man receives the truth, and embraces Christ, and identifies 
himself with the people of God, he is, in the eyes of rejoicing 
angels above and saints below, clothed with a new nature. Hia 
old nature is laid off as a garment; and his faith in Christ is 
a pledge to us that he will live under the influences of new 
principles, with new aims, habits, feelings. 

" A few that have not defiled their robes." They have been 
distinguished by great reverence for the Master's words. They 
have diligently sought to know and do hia whole will. They 
have mistrusted their own hearts. Have rightly estimated the 
power of the enemy. Have been unceasing in prayer. Have 
Bought diligently to grow in grace. Sometimes, they have for- 
gotten to watch, and have committed some trespass. Then 
Satan sought (o take away their confidence, and rear the image 
of the sin formidably between them and God. Doubts and 
fears beset them ; they began to question if they ever could 
be proof against temptation. Their garments were almost de- 
filed. But no, the grace of God came to their rescue. Others 
were betrayed into wrong-doing, and then were assured by 
Christian friends that that was not wrong-doing; there waa 
great danger that they would take up this lower view of what 
Christ demanded; great danger that their robes should bi de- 
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filed; but the gracions Spirit enabled them to cling to their 
best convictiona, their truer stiiiidard, and they were safe. 
There came onco a period of coldness; cares of the world, 
pursuit of wealth, alliances with irreiigioua persons; these 
choked the word; this thing went on too long; their garments 
threatened to become defiled ; but they happily awoke to a sense 
of their perilous state, and with great earnestness, they turned 
again to the animating beams of the Sun of Kighteousness. 

They who thus maintain their garments unspotted from the 
world, shall wa!k with Christ in white. Their white garments 
shall become in whiteness and lustre such as no fuller on earth 
could produce. They wilJ walk in the very lustre of Christ; 
his glory shall be upon them ; they shall be made hke unto 

" For they are worthy." They have idcntfficd themselves 
with the only true worth, even Christ. So long as we wrap 
ourselves in our own native worth, though it should be some- 
thing resplendent in the eyes of all our fellows, we are not 
worthy to walk with Christ in white. Young and noble aspi- 
rant after an admirable and worth-revealing life, know that if 
your utmost dreams should come true, and earth's most distin- 
guished cbaplet of worth should become yours, yet would not 
that constitute you worthy of companionship with Christ on 
high Observe, the glorified ones all unite in the song of tes- 
timony, " Thou alone art worthy to receive glory, and honor, 
and power and blessing." They renounce the worth of which 
they once dreamed, and lose themselves in the contemplation 
of the infinite and all-absorbing worth of the Redeemer-God. 
And all his worth becomes theirs. All things become theirs; 
for hifi heart is theirs. 
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Ffbrdabt is.—'* Bless Ihe Lord, mj souL"— Psalm olii, 32. 

That is to say, " let thy vocation be that of the seraphiui, 
my soul, and enter on tho lite of heaven !" 

Why should I praiise liim '! Can my praise be of ajiy aii- 
vantagc to him? No; nor that of all the heavenly hosts. It 
is infinite condescension in him to hearken unto the praises of 
his most exalted creatures. 

Let me hlcss the Lord, because no function will be more 
rich in blessings to my soul than this. The admiring con- 
templation of hia escellenee is in reality the appropriation 
thereof. The heart cannot delight in God, without becoming 
like God. 

l*t me do it, because it is the peijuliar privilege of roan on 
this earth to bless the Lord. When he would find any to join 
him in this, he has to ascend the skies. 

Let me do it, because the earth is fuily furnished with the 
materials of praise. The sands, the seas, the flowers, the in- 
sects; animals, birds, fields, mountains, rivers, trees, clouds, 
sun, moon, stars, — all wait for me to translate their attributes 
and distinctions into praise. But, above all, the new creation. 

Let me do it, because of him, through him, and to him, are 
all the things that pertain to my existence, health, comfort, 
knowledge, dignity, safety, progress, power and usefulness. A 
thousand of his ministers in earth, sea, and sky, are concerned 
in the production and preparation of every mouthful that I 
eat. The breath that I am commanded and enabled to modu' 
late in praise, neither comes nor goes without a most surprising 
exhibition of the cond^cension, kindness, wisdom, power, and 
presence of him whom I am to praise. Is it not dastardly to 
ing benefits, without even mentioning the name, or 
;oodness of the giver ? 

Let candidates for heaven bless the Ixird. There is no 
place there for such as have not learned this art. 

How shall I praise him ? Not with fine words. No poetic 
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taleni is here nece^ary. Any language that expresses heart- 
felt admiration will be accepted. 

Praise him so far as you know htm ; and he will make 
known to you more of his glory. 



FebrdIbt 19.— " Though he sIu; me, jet nill I truEt ia iiiin."~Job 
siiL 15. 

If we want a sublime utterance, here ia one. Let us give 
glory to that Blessed Spirit of grace, who thus sometimes 
teaches the lips of man wondrous things. 

Though he slay me, — not simply, though he take away my 
life. Job would have had no reluctance to part with his life. 
It would have been an inexpressible relief to him ta escape 
from the load of misery laid upon him. The expression, 
" Though he slay me," ia the strongest possible, and startles us 
with an exhibition of peculiar horrors. Though God should 
come against nie, and destroy me with marks of signal wrath ; 
though death should visit me as the king of terrors, and though 
my departure from thia world should be in harmony with and 
ea a mighty climax to my present agony; yet will I trust in 
him. I helieve his word, rather than the aspect of his provi- 
dences. The fire that fell from heaven and destroyed my 
flocks, is not able to destroy the promise on which I rest. A 
great wind from the wilderness smote the house where all my 
loved ones dwelt, and at one swoop removed all in which I 
delighted on earth ; yet the word of God endureth forever. I 
have a ground of confidence that cannot be shaken by ele- 
mental wrath. Though the floods should lift themselves 
against me, and every billow proclaim that God is my enemy ; 
though streams of liquid fire should advance, declaring that 
God's ancient love is extinguished ; though the earth beneath 
should shake, and the heaven above be black ; though all 
things should aeem commissioned to preach unto me the un- 
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((uenchable wrath of God; yet will I trust in his unalterahlo 

The perfection of faith is to cling to the word of God, when 
all his works, and all bia ways, seem to proclaim the very oppo- 
site of that word. Isaac no doubt had confidence in his 
fatlier ; and when he saw him with the knife in his uplifted 
hand, ready to slay him, stilt he trusted in him ; nor would he 
have fled to any other earthly refuge. " He that believeth in 
nie, though he were dead, yet shall he live." It was a terrible 
trial of the faith of Lazarus and his sisters, when they heark- 
ened, hearkened, hearkened for footsteps of Jesus, and after all, 
those of death came first; but we may hope that the dying one 
passed away with soniething like the words of Job upon his 

Febrdaiit 20.— "Be patient, tbirefore, brethreo, unto tb« coming oCtha 
Lord."— Jamsa v. 7. 

Because, first, there is no doubt about that coming. His 
first coming was the most wonderful, the most staggering to 
faith. That the Son of God should have been found in fashion 
as a man, without form or coroeliness, with but rare coruscations 
of his glory, enduring the contradiction of sinners, and dying 
on the cross ; this is a marvel that swallows up all marvels, and 
frees from all embarra^ment the question of his second ad- 

Bccause be will come in glory such as no heart of man ever 
conceived, shedding an infinite lustre upon the least jot and 
tittle of hia slighted Gospel, and embracing in his own match- 
less radiance and felicity, those who now accept the legacy of 
his promises, and waik in the path of hia humiliation. 

Because we shall be for ever with the Lord. The day of his 
coronation and of ours is a day on which the sun shall never 
p9 down. 

Because he cometh; he comcthl The belief his providcnoo 
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is sounding ever and anon, telling that another prophecy ia 
fiillfilled, another hour of this our day of expectation elapsed, 
another footfall of liis glorious approach accomplished. 

Be patient, therefore. Yet think not that by this we arc 
bidden to wait supinely, and with our attention given to other 
things. But rather as they that watch for the morning, let us 
hasten unto the day of the Lord. 



February 21.— "The Lord is very pitiful."— Jamea v. 11. 

Few believe this. Men know what pitifulness is. They 
know how a very pitiful parent will act towards a suffering 
child; how he will show himself tenderly solicitous to staunch 
its wounds and alleviate its sorrows. They do not view God as 
characterized by this sympathising tenderness and pitifulness. 
They regard hiin as a physician, who, by long familiarity with 
suffering, is able to look upon it without emotion, and coldly to 
calculate what remedies are best. 

If we choose to see God thus, we shall perhaps find him 
thus ; for according to our faith is he manifested. Neverthe- 
less, he is what the prophets and apostles declare,— very pitiful. 
There is in hfiu no indifference to human suffering. He docs 
not willingly afflict, nor grieve the children of men ; nay, " in 
all their affliction he was afflicted." The tears shed by Christ 
are a part of the manifestation of God to man. 

Tell me, pray, who taught the mother her pitifidnfM? who 
introduced that wondrous feeling of kindness into her heart? 
Who constituted her in so admirable a way, that, though in all 
other relations she might be selfishness itself, yet in this she is 
compelled, as by the instinct of her own 'good, to hang in pa- 
tience, in pity, and in love, over the cradle of her little one ? 
Who hath made her maternal ear of such sensitiveness, that 
the fiunte=t cry of her babe shall smite piercingly upon it ? 
Behold her ! she is wholly dedicated,— her ear, eye, tongue, 
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her hnniis, her feet, her body and soul, her wealth, her all, — 
to a conflict with the sorrow of lier infant, to the accomplish- 
ment of its utraust welfiire. Through this glass, then, gaze 
upiiii the parfections of thy God. Tho pitifulness in the 
mother's heart bespeaks a greater pitifulness in the heart of 
him who made her thus, lie that made her ]i[» so that gen- 
tle and heart-affecting accents might fail from them, is one 
that knoweth exquisitely how to caress, to solace, and to bless 
Where however, is the infant whose sorrows are all overtaken 
by the solicitude of the parent? But the believer has no ex- 
perience of suffering, great or slight, common or peculiar, for 
which there is not some special and some gentle word of God, 
with a medicinal virtue only limitod by his want of faith. 



The sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ, our will- 
ing substitute, were such & satisfaction for sin, such a repara^ 
tion to the law of God, that it has become every way consisten 
with divine justice, wisdom, and truth, to accord mercy to sin- 
ners, and bless them without any other restriction than that 
which their own unwillingness and unbelief interpose. There 
is a fountain opened up for sin and for uncleanness; and 
whosoever will, may take of the water of life freely. " The 
well is deep, and thou hast nothing to draw with," said the 
Samaritan woman to Christ. One might be embarrassed at a 
well or fountain, to know how to avail himself of the waters; 
hut if he saw another draw water and drink, he eould profit by 
his example. On the cross, we see Christ dying, the just for 
the unjust; and perhaps may wonder how the unjust are to 
profit thereby, until we see the thief on the cross put out his 
band and drink of that fountiun, and obtain life for evermore. 
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Then o^r difficulty is removed; we see that we have just to 
believe, and be eleansed from all our iniquities. 

We may plead the merits of this blood as an indemnification 
for all our sins; so that we may ask and receive from the same 
all-willing band that blesses the angels. And this blood has 
not only the power to conciliate God ; it has power over hearts. 
Not only in the way of inspiring us with faith in G-od's foti^v- 
ing grace, but also with hatred of the sins that caused the 
death of Christ. And we never truly receive pardon for sin 
without receiving power over sin. He that has a true hope in 
Christ, purifieth himself even na Christ is pure Faith in him 
is vital union to bim; and as the branch cannot but partake 
of the qualities of the vine, so we must partake of his quali- 
ties, or confess ourselves unbelievers. The increase of faith is 
e of all the fruits of righteousness. 



' pKBRDiRT 23.—" So shall wo BTBi be Witt tho Lord."— 1 Thesialoniwii 
iv. IT. 

One of the last desires to which Christ gave utterance be- 
fore leaving this world, was expressed in these words : " Father, 
1 will that they whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am." And these words " I am," have a meaning that is 
very vast, referring perhaps to his place in the affections of 
the Father, to his moral purity, and specially to the manifesta- 
tion of his divine glory. " 1 will come again and receive you 
unto myself, that where I am, there ye may be also." When 
Peter saw his Lord transfigured, he wished the blissful hour to 
endure forever. But the time had not yet come for him to be 
forever with his glorified Redeemer. It was needful that he 
himself should fight the good fight of faith, and come off con- 
queror — be made like unto Christ spiritually, and at last iu 
eternal glory. 

" Lo, I am with you always," says Christ, " even to the end 
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of the world." Till then, he ia with ua the ohject of faith; 
afterwards the blessed object of sight. " Ye believe in God 
the Father, whoni ye see not; believe also in mo, spiritually 
present with jou." They that are most affeeted by the glori- 
ous anticipation of perpetual residence with Christ in glory, 
are most assiduous in the endeavor to discern hia presence 
here, and walk with him on the earth. He haa promised to 
manifest himself to us in this our pilgrimage ; and in vain we 
look for that future beatification with him, if we have not 
these promised manifestations. To be ever with the Lord, ia 
to be never with our sins, never with the tempter, never with 
sorrow; ever with love, ever with wisdom, ever with power, 
ever with glory, and ever with rapture; ever with the Lord; 
ever with all that love the Lord. 



We arc not to take the word righteous here in an impossible 
sense ' In manj things we offend all," says Jamea ; and in 
the very lerse we quote from, he says, " Confess your faults 
one to another " Otherwiae underatood, the promise would 
eheek prayer, inf(«ad of esciting it. The righteous mao is 
the true Christian, one who hungers and thirsts after right- 
eonsnesa and in whose life appears the fhiit of the Spirit. 
But the expression ia doubtless intended to discourage the 
man who, white he gives himself to prayer, regards iniquity in 
his heart 

The Greek consists of five words. One of these we trans- 
late " of a righteous man." Another, " the effectual fervent." 
The word so rendered, means literally " inwrought," and seema 
to refer to the energetic operation of the Spirit upon the heart. 
Out word " fervent" is a very expressive word, and does not 
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much lag behind the original. " Fervent prayer of the right- 
eons can much." 

" We ask, and receive not." It is not surprising. The 
promise is not to prayer, hut to true prayer, fervent prayer, 
prayer with the whole heart in it; with concentration of de- 
sire, singleness of aim, warmth of affection, strength of pur- 
pose, absolute grasp of the promise, and invincible perseve 
ranee. Consider Abraham, Jacob, Elijah. Your prayers are 
not fervent. You pray, and the response from a throne of 
grace is, " The fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much," 
The records of that throne will furnish a satisfactory account 
of the fortunes of every prayer. 

" Can much." The Bible generally disparages human abil- 
ity. It pours contempt upon the might of princes It some- 
times laughs to scorn the great armies and proud navies of the 
nations. Yet it points out a way by which man may clothe 
himself with strength; with "much" strength How much? 
This modest word stretches into infinity, and discloses omnipo- 
tence within it. God giveth power to his witnesses, his fervent 
petitioners, to shut heaven, to smite the earth, (o turn waters to 
blood. — (Rev. X. 6.) Through Christ strengthening me, I can 
do all things. 



FebrdjIIIT 25. — "Happy is tli« uma whom Qod aorrecteth." — Job t. 

ir. 

Happy, because the correction is designed to bring him into 
paths of pleasantness and peace. 

Because there is no unnecessary severity in it. 

Because the disciplinary stroke is in the place of ten tliou- 
Band strokes of divine vengeance for our sins. 

Because the chastisement is not so much against us, as 
against our most cruel enemies — our sins. 

Because wf have abundant words of consolation. 
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Because the sacrifice of a broken heart, and of a contrite 
spirit, God despiseth not. 

Because there is at such seasons an influx of most precious 
knowledge. 

Because whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. 

Because al! the good have had experience of this 

Because Christ has said, "The cup which lay Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it?" 

Because our light affliction is hut for a moment. 



Febeuary is.—" Rpjoioe oTcrmore."— I Thojmloniani r. 16. 

We have here a command. He that spake from Sinai, ea; 
ing, " Thou shalt not covet," speaketh now from the cross, 
saying, " Rejoice." He that finds Christ, finds this command. 
It is not a matter of choice with him whether he will be a re- 
joicing Christian, or a downcast Christian. He his o mo e 
right to neglect the fulfillment of this duty, than to fo get 1 s 
duty ffl his neighbor. In fact, this command is so nest c hly 
interwoven with other obligations, that he who does ot ob y 
it, exposes at once his deficiency in the matter of fa tl tc wa da 
Christ, gratitude towards God, love towards his fellow men, and 
hope of future bliss. 

But can tears be dried, the wounds of the heart healed, the 
face irradiated with smiles, by a simple command ? Were it 
not more reasonable to bid the leopard change his spots, the 
Ethiopian his complexion ? God has not been pioased to dis- 
cover to us a tree whose leaves will blanch the skin j but he 
has been pleased to open up a fountain for the removal of 
human woes. To command a person to rejoice, without at the 
same time presenting a sufficient consolation for his sorrows, .8 
but to mock his grief. But he that bids us rejoice, shows us 
what to do with our griefs. If we will let him, he will take 
up each several grief, and cast it inta tl e crucible of his word. 
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Th« command to rejoice, is a commaad— -to conteiiipljite God 
and his affectionsj especially as manifested in Christ; in his 
relations to ns individually — to lecd upon the proniiaes— to 
study God's will; and, paradoxical thougli it may seem, to be 
not much occupied with the matter of our personal happiness, 
but rather with that of others. " It is more blessed to give, 
than to receive." (Eead Isaiah Iviii.) 

Rejoice evermore, because Christ is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever. The word of God abideth for ever. All 
things work together for good to them that love God. 



FEsniTART 27.—" We ar« tlie clay, ao<i thou our potter."— Isaiah Isir. 8. 

Happy are they who can use this language; — who have re- 
nounced the mad enterprise of fiishioning themselves, and, 
ceasing to play presumptuously the part of potter, have come 
to the original author of their being, that he may create them 
anew ia righteousness and true holiness. Even Christians are 
sometimes long in understajiding what part they are to play in 
the divine laboratory. The idea of the divine agency in the 
transformation of their souls, is shadowy ; that of their own 
obligation, painfully distinct. Let them learn to use the lan- 
guage of Israel of old. " Thou art the potter, and we are the 
clay." There is no more sublime function of the Godhead, 
none that more inapproachably exalts him above all created 
efficiency, than the metamorphosis of unholy souls. It were a 
less preposterous thing for ns to undertake to create a globe 
like this, and find a planetary path for it, than to dream of 
substituting the similitude of angels for that of devils, in our 
characters. It is not merely the love of God, but also hia 
power, that challenges the praises of the universe for the ac- 
conipjished work of redemption (Rev. v. 13.) 

" But, the clay has no volition of its own." True. But it is a 
fact, whether it hi a doctrine or not, and a fitct that we ought 
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not to be so long in learning as we luostlj arc, that our own 
volitions utterly foil of themselves to effect the purification of 
our natures. It is God that worketh to will and to do, of his 
good pleasure. 

" Thou art our potfor." What words of tender confitlence 
are these. "What a representation of God. Our potter, — mine, 
yours. He has taken up this as his vocation,— namely, the 
redemption and glorification of your nature, and of mine. Be- 
tween your soul and God there is a wonderful relation estab- 
lished. All nature looks on in admiration, to see the Creator 
at work upon the clay of your soul. The sculptor is not more 
enchained to the marble he is employed in chiseling, nor the 
gardener to the spot which he is convertinjj; into a garden. 



Febrhart 23. — " There is rorgircaess vith tbee, that thou mnfcst b« 
feared."— Psalm oiii. i. 

This is the gospel. Christ is with God , therefore there is 
for^Tcness with God. "It is expedient for jcu that I go 
away," that I go to heaven. The only question ii Is Christ 
there? Then we shall assuredly find firm\encss there 

A proper understanding of this word " forgiveness would 
flil the soul with a bliss, the like of which was never yet ex- 
perienced upon this earth. It designates two inimcnsities, — 
that of our sins, and that of the love of God in Christ. To 
tathora it we must descend to the lowest depth of endless mis- 
ery; to know its height we must ascend to the throne which 
the seraphim encompass. 

This forgiveness, this smile of God, binds the soul to God 
with ft beautiful fear. Feat to lose one glance of love. Fear 
to lose one word of kindness. Fear W bo carried away fromi 
the heaven of hia presence, by an insidious current of woridli- 
neas. Fear o*" slumber. Fear of error. Fear of not enough 
pleasing him. 
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Our duty, then, is to drink deep of God's forgiving love. 
To be filled with it, is to be filled with purity, fervency, and 
faith. Our sins have to hide their diminished heuds, and slink 
away through crevices, when forgiveness, — when Christ enters 
the aoul. 

Febrdart 29.—" BehoH, these three jears I come aeekiog fruit on this 
Sg-trea, and And none." — Luke xiii. 7. 

And yet you profess to be a fruit-bearer. The position yon 
occupy implies that you have separated yourself from the fruit> 
less trees of the world. You are in the vineyard of the Lord. 
You are called by his name. In assuming the designation of 
Christian, you have invited the Lord to come and seek fruit on 
your branches. 

All things have been duly organized, in order that you may 
bring forth fruit. What could have been done more to my 
Tineyard, that I have not done in it 1 Has there been any lack 
of instruction as to the nature of the fruit required ? There 
has been no lack. It has been shown you by precept, by ex- 
ample, poetically, historically, in parables, and in unadorned 
speech. Have inadequate motives been presented ? The Son 
of God with arms outstretched upon the cross, pleading with 
God for you, and with you for God— what an infinitude of 
motives are comprehended in this spectacle ! Fruitlcssness is 
not merely wrong to others; it is self-injury, penury of the 
soul ; and fruitfulness is the only true wealth we are capable 
of knowing. The absence of fruit is the presence af pride, 
vanity, selfishness, and all forms of unloveliness. Is there no 
adequacy of motive here ? The whole earth is fruitful, in or- 
der that you may be fruitful. Far, far away there is a planta- 
tion, whose products are matured through many a day of 
patient shining of the sun, that they may, after the ministry 
of innumerable bands, by numerous channels, reach you, and 
furnish you with clothing. Other fields, bcnealh a more tropi- 
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cal sky, Bonie in one continent, some in another, yield the in- 
gredients of your morning beverage. In the unfrequented 
depths of vast forests, the powers of niiture watcli day and 
njglit over the plimt that is commissioned to furnish an anti- 
dot* for your fever. The whole world is put under daily eon- 
- tribution for you, and hardly is the least of your thousand 
wanta unattended to, that every opportunity and every induce- 
ment may be furnished you for the producing of fruit. Why 
is that flower painted so exquisitely, and fiishioned to be the 
momentary utterance of enduring love, and then thrown in 
your path by the Maker of it, but that you may render iruit ? 
" Knowest thou not that the goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance," and to aJl the fruits of the Spirit that follow on 
repentance ? 

The Lord of glory himself has come to yon, and come 
again, and again; by his servants, his Spirit, his providence; 
as a still small voice in your heart, and perhaps as a whirlwind 
among your possessions. Where found he you ? In sloth, in 
revelry, in worldlincss, in pride, in passion, — far, very far from 
fruitfulness. How wonderful that your probation was not then 
and there cut short. What reason is there to hope that a pro- 
longed probation will witness any better results ? 



March 1.—" My timea mb in (hy bsnd."— PsoJm xxxi. 15. 

The time of my prosperity. In vain would I say unto my 
Boul, " Soul, take thine ease, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years." In vain I grasp the evidences of my wealth ; 
look abroad upon my goodly mansions and large estates ; reckon 
upon my wealth, and exult in the victory obtained over earthly 
vicissitudes. The victory is a mere cheat, a phantasm of 
my brain. The time of my prosperity is in the hand of God. 
Ho opens his hand, and ivll my poi'!e=sions vanish mto air. 

The time of my health. It is God that determines its con 
tinuanee, even to the very hour. 
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The time of mj montal capacity. I boast of the powers of 
my mind ; but they abide with me only while God commanda 
tliem so to do. 

The time of my adversity. Of sickness Of manifold sore 
trials. Of absence of loved ones. Of humiliation. Of con- 
flict with sin. 

The term of my mortal existence. Wherefore, let my eyea 
be unto the hand of the Ijord, as the eyes of a servant are 
unto the hand of bis master. 



Marcb 2.— "Thou Lord, haat not forsakea them that seek thee."— 
Pnalni is. 10. 

The promise of the Lord never to forsake the soul that trusts 
in him, looks familiarly and kindly forth upon us, from many 
a page of Scripture, old and new. But we have here an his- 
torical statement to the effect that he has never forsaken them 
that seek him. This is a bold averment. History is a very 
large affair. Ten thousand volumes were but a small part of 
its library. It is startled by the challenge contained in our 
test; and takes down volume after volume, saying, " I will 
easily, with my voluminous records, levy an army of many 
thousand facts to confound this statement." Unbelief nods 
assent, saying, " The statement needs modification ; We have 
often been forsaken of the Lord." 

The promise is not that we shall always have a sensible man- 
ifestation of the Lord. — That we shall always have a soul-glad- 
dening consciousness of his prese.ice. — That we shall always be 
able to understand his dealings with us. — That we shall be kept 
from disappointments, and from anguish of spirit. 

The promise is not that we shall never be cast into a den of 
lions; — never into a fiery furnace, — never be a fugitive by the 
brooks Cherith, or under the juniper tree — never be brought 
before Nero Look for the token that the Lord hath not for- 
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saken you, in the right place. Lonkfor it in the den of lions, 
and you will find it in the form of an angel. Look for it in 
the burning fiery furnace, and find it in the form of the Son 
of God. Look at Elijah under the juniper tree. He seema 
to have been surprised into a loss of faith, when he heard that 
the queen had sworn to take his life; to have imagined that 
the Lord had forsaken him ; to have fled in dishonorable 
alarm ; and tc have cast himself, way-worn and anguish- 
Btricken, under the juniper tree, with a feeling that it was 
about aa well to die, seeing that no degree of intimacy with the 
Lord would secure a man from being forsaken of him. But it 
was not the Lord that had forsaken him ; it was he that had 
forsaken himself; and this he now discovered. Afterwards 
the still small voice came, saying, " The Lord is in me, but 
thou canst not hear roe nor discern him, if thou hearken to the 
voice of an angry queen; it is the privilege of faith to hear 
me even amid the thunders of God's most agitated providence." 



UiRCB 3.—" Th« meek will he gaide,"— Pealrn xxr, 9 

Be content to lose the idea of thine own importance ; cease 
to be wrapped up in the contemplation of thine own claims and 
rights. Be not counting on honors to he rendered thee, hour 
by hour, from this man and from that. Give up the vain idea 
that every hour owes thee an ample tribute of manifold bene- 
fits. Shrink into non-importance, and take the pasition of a 
Biraple servitor, whose business it is to do, to suffer, and to give 
thanks. 

When you have become thus inconsiderable in your own re- 
gard, and have relinquished the honor which conieth from man, 
and are cordially willing that the gifts that adorn this present 
life should be withheld from you, and abundantly bestowed at 
your right hand and at your left; then will you become con- 
scious that another hand is locked in yours, a friendly hand, 
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a gracious Uand, a tender, considerate, careful lianil ; a royal, 
a heavenly, nay, without disguise, a divine hand. In surrend- 
ering all self-importance you have become unspeakably import- 
ant to the most exalted Being in the universe. You have 
entered the very path trodden by the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
that path you walk with God. 

The secret of habitual meekness is the love of God habitu- 
ally shed abroad in the heart. All pride, all avidity of worldly 
good, all insubmission, imply a grossly inadequate idea of the 
value of Christ's love. Thou canst disdain the riches that 
take wings, in the consciousness of unseen wealth — untold, 
imperishable, 

March i.—" Escept a man be born again, he o.innot sec the klDgdom of 
God."— John iii. 3. 

" Thou hast considered, NIcodemus, that except God were 
with him, no man could work such miracles as I have wrought. 
Thou hast considered, also, that one in whom such celestial 
power resides, must have a great deal of knowledge respecting 
the heavens, their marvels, their glories, their inhabitants. 
Thou wouldat fain hear me speak of these things, and have me 
enchant thy mind with a description of the amazing thin{^ 
that are found in the paradise of God. I am indeed a teacher 
come from God, nor is there besides me any one who, having 
dwelt in the heavens, has descended to the earth. But art 
thou truly in a condition to hear me tell of the characteristics 
of heaven ? While I speak to thee of the purity of the an- 
gels wilt thou not be longing to hear of their stature ? When 
I tell thee of their love, wilt thou not desire to hear of their 
ivory palaces ? When I speak of the songs of the redeemed, 
will not thy thoughts be of golden rivers and gem-laden trees? 
When I tell thee of the absence of sin and of temptation, wilt 
thou not prefer to have the strain relieved by the description 
of a heavenly banquet ? There is reason to believe that a 
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description of tho kingdom of God, or, if such be in thy 
thought, a description of the Messiah's kingdom, would con- 
vej' no definite ideas to thy mind, and greatly fail to interest 
thee. Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God. He cannot appreciate the nature of it, or be 
wrought upon hy the descriptions of it. Before the eyes of 
the blind, the pieture were in vain held up. Believe the 
eaithly things I tell you; the thiitgs already revealed; the 
things which relate to your present duty ; and then you wilJ b 
enabled to see in their true glory and beauty, the heavenly 
things. You must he born again ; get a new mind, new yicws, 
new affections, new tastes, now perceptions ; and then jou will 
speedily discover the kingdom of heaven. This kingdom can- 
not he seen from without. Men might lie aJl day beneath its 
crystal walls and pearly gates, without the slightest conception 
that there was anything near them of an extraordinary chaiac- 



Mahch 5.—" Blessed aro they that mourn."— Matthew t. 4. 

That njoum over their alienation from God. — Over their 
past years of ungodliness. — Over the evil that they have 
wrought in the world. — Over their neglected opportunities of 
usefulness. — Over their moral unlovcliness. — Over their insen- 
sihiiity; — their irresolution; — their bad memory for sacred 
things. — Over the unsatisfactory condition of the church, — The 
sin and danger of those near and dear to them.— The oppres- 
sion, unrighteousness and misery that desolate the whole earth. 

They mourn over the fugitive loveliness that meets them in 
their path. They hear the whole creation groaning in pain. 
They mourn to see so many exquisite and magnificent works 
of G-od, defiled and dishonored by sin. 

But their mourning has its limits. It is lost in a sea of 
blessing. Blessed are thej that mourn. Happiness is linked 
to their mourning. This beatitude comes from the lins jf the 
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Lord Jeaus f« kiss away their teara. They are blesaed, be- 
cause their mourning ia an important preUminary of their de- 
liverance from that which they mourn. Because they are in 
sympathy with Christ. Because a thousand consolatory ex- 
pressions of God's word come trooping to the chamber of their 
sorrow. Because their heart is fructified thereby to yield the 
flowers and fruits of joy. 

Sometimes there is not the conacionsness of the blessing. 
At such times God puta our tears in his bottle. He does not 
wipe them away; but keeps them for future esplanation, and 
future vindication of hia tenderness. "We may slight our own 
past sorrows; but God slights them not. After a long silence 
perhaps, he brings forth the vial of our former fears, and 
shows what a wonderful memory Love has. He then clears 
up the long mystery, and convincea us of the perfect kindness 
of a dispensation that seemed so strange. 



Many things are becoming in a child that are not in a man ; 
and many thinga required io a man that are not looked for in 
a child. The idea here, or one aspect of it, is that we should 
be made ova- again, from the very beginning. 

Simplicity, freedom from guile, candor, retivlngness, affec- 
tionateness, trust; these things are not nncoramon among chil- 
dren, and are important elements of a Christian's character. 
Especially is the Christian required to entertain towards God, 
the feelings that parents expect from their children; and to 
demean himself in the sight of God as children demean them- 
selves in their intercourse with those over them. 

Are you a little child in this sense, that you arc willing to 
learn all things de novo from God? Are you willing to re- 
ceive what counsel he gives ? To have all your conduct detcr- 
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mined by him ? Your plans altered or dismissed bj bim ? 
Your affections disposed of by him ? Your property talcen by 
him ? Your sorrow cared for by bim ? 

Are yon willing to live with an open heart to him, and con- 
fidingly pour oat all your experiences into his bosom ? To 
have no secrets from him f To confess eyerytbing and to con- 
fess it at once ? 



B tbj words nnto 



Even the words of a fellow-creature of earth, how inex- 
pressibly sweet sometimes, how beyond all calculation precious! 
Al! gold and silver would be despised in comparison with tbem. 
They come freighted with something as dear as life, with love, 
and the heart is enriched with them as though the breath of 
God had come into it. But does not this rainbow of earthly 
joy die gradually out ? Do not the enrapturing words sooner 
or lat«r become essiecated in the memory, and may they not 
meet with contemptuous treatment as remembrancers of a 
worthless illusion ? Indeed they do; indeed they may. 

Nevertheless the heart may find its happiness, its true and 
undying happiness, m words. At this moment there is nothing 
in the whole world so much to be desired as certain words. 
Words of love. Words expressive of infinite love. Treasures, 
pleasures, honors of earth, what are they ? My unsatisfied 
soul cries out, Give me words. Words whereby I may know 
the love that God has towards me. Words declaring the un- 
changeable attachment of the Saviour. Words purifying my 
heart. Emboldening me in prayer. Exhibiting to me ihe 
blissful future. Words that shall give life to my dead powers, 
and change me from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

Nor does my soul cry out in vain. My palate hath a thou- 
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sand appetencies; nay, if they were counted, has far mora 
than a thousand capacities for distinct perceptions of flavor. 
He who thus woudrously endowed the human palate, has made 
to grow on ten thousand different trees, fruits with flavors ex- 
actly responsive to all these distinctions of taste. He who has 
so marvellously and lovingly shown his acquaintance with my 
physical tastes, will he overlook the deeper wants of my soul, 
and withhold those words of consolation and of blessing, with- 
out which the world, with all its profusion of fruit, were a 
mere wilderness ? He will not. He has given words whose 
sweetness satisflea the soul. 

What is necessary in order that we may find God's words 
sweet unto our taste ? 

A belief that they are in an abeolute sense, God's words. 
A belief that they are God's words to us, as individuals,— to 
you, to me; that we have forfeited all title to his favor, de- 
serve his everlasting wrath ; that in hia favor is life; and to 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. 



MlRCH 8. — "B«jekindon«(oanothar."— Ephesions if. 33. 

Not conrteous merely; for courtesy is but one espression 
of kindness. Not kind to this or that choice one, with whom 
you have a facility of sympathy; but generally. Be ye kind; 
there are few worda in our language more endowed with mean- 
ing than this. It has both a soul and a body. It signifies 
both a state of the heart, and the manifestations of that state, 
in acta, words, tones, looks. Some words look more to outward 
acts; others more to inward qualities. We cannot aay to 
which this most looks. It has two hands so lo spdafc, and 
^raapB both ideas refusing to let either go. This word claims 
siso the whole heart. Kindness is not a quality of one's na- 
ture : but it is the aspect of one's nature. It ia not something 
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to be introduced into oar cliar!Wt«r; but our character is to 
be baptized in it, peoetnited with it. 

How this command espresscs the kindness of God ! He is 
not satisfied with extending over yon all the day long an azure 
canopy of love, with making his sun run for your pleasure hia 
daily course through the skies; with causing the breath of his 
■winds to visit you, his flowers to bloom for you, his fruita lo 
ripen, and ten thousand other ministries of his to wait upon 
you; he is not satisfied with the proof of his kindness given 
in the knowledge of Christ communicated to you; but he 
gives a solemn charge concerning you to every human being 
that comes near the throne of grace, — a charge lo be kind to 
you. And when they ask, how much is intended by this com- 
mand, God refers them to the signal proof of his own kind- 
ness, as the example that may guide them in their kindn^s to 

If you say, how can I be kind to those whose characters are 
unamiable, and the look of whose soul is not inviting? By 
looking at God over their shoulder. Remember that you are 
pleasing him in showing kindness to them. Your goodness 
estendeth not to the sovereign of the skies; you cannot he 
kind to him ; hut your love to him whom you have not seeu 
may fitly express itself, it must do so, in kindness to your 
brother whom you have seen. 



UiRGH 9.— "Blessed are the pars ia hea,r^ for they ihall lee Qoi." — 
Mattliew y. 8. 

Man is without God. Kb walks in the mansion of the 
King of kings, wondering who contrived it, and what has be- 
come of its royal owner; sometimes even doubting if it ever 
had a contriver, a proprietor. To his mind, God, if he is at 
all, is an absentee. He examines the treasures around him, 
studies them, weighs them, grasps them, and speculates of the 
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Creator aa of jne who may be or may not be. Generally, in- 
deed, he speculates not at all. la his conception. God is so 
remote that it Is idle to waste time in searching for him. 

Yet Ood is nigh and wonderfully manifest. To see him 
we need not climb the empyrean, nor wing our way to a cen- 
tral sun. Even upon this earth it is possible to behold, by vir- 
tue of au uttered spell, one after one the successive walls of 
the mystery of God melt away and disappear, until the Al- 
mighty, unveiled and glorious, is seen where the seraphim saw 
hi™ when they sang, " Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
the whole earth is full of thy glory." To them the whole 
earth was full of the glory of God, and they would have veiled 
their faces in love and adoration, even in the heart of Arabia 
Deserta; while, in the midst of the most beautifnl and teeming 
landscapes of the earth, man, unsanctified man, condescends to 
occupy his mind with the baffling question, " Is there a 
God?" 

Some who have been taught from above t» desire greatly 
the manifestations of God, and who wrestle earnestly, perhaja 
passionately, in prayer, that their Lord would be pleased to 
draw nigh unto them, and give them visions of his eicellenee, 
would find it to their ineipressible advantage to ceaae from 
the pursuit of extraordinary manifestations, and by faith and 
purity of heart school themselves into the ability to dis- 
cern a present God, and to abide in blissful intercourse with 
him in whom they live and move and have their being. Let 
them understand that what they need is not the accomplish- 
ment of some change out of themselves — the bringing near of 
something that is afar — but a purging of their mental vision, 
the removal of a film that yet too much beclouds the eye of 
their soul. There is a word with us, and it is as follows : — 
" Lo ! I am with you always." To tlie unbeliever, a mero 
word, and no more ; but to the initiated, a means of finding 
forever, and in every place, the brightness of the divine glory. 
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If any one be offering the petition *f Moses, "I beseech 
thee, shew me thy glory," let him hear the -Saviour reply, 
" Seek purity of heart, and thou wilt find me. Be like me, 
and thou shult look upon me. Cease to regard thyself; be 
meek and lowly of heart; let no guile be found in thy mouth; 
delight thyself in the Lord ; thus shall thy power of discerning 
and enjoying me be day by day augmented." This word 
" purity" invites us to Hnger. But when could one satisfy 
himself with discourse upon it 7 



Christ is the Prince of peace. Peace on earth is the object 
of the Messiah's mission, said the angels in their song. His 
followers are accordingly sons of peace. They have peace with 
God, and they are pacificators; they follow peace with all men. 
Their great object is to induce men to lay aside their hostili- 
ties, and renounce their resentments. This is their vocation 
in the world. They scok to extend the empire of their Mas- 
ter; hut as that empire (and that alone) is peace, they seek to 
other victory than that which consists in bringing them one 
to another in holy concord. 

Yet Christ said, I came not to bring peace, but a sword. 
His word, launched into a family, eomes often like a thunder- 
bolt, riving and shattering the harmonies that had before ex- 
isted. It is like fire, and like a hammer. 

The word of Christ is slern in its opposition to ail that is 
incompatible with true peace. Peace with sin, is what it ever 
must maie war upon. If we are peace-makers, it is by means 
of the gospel of peace. We seek to make men acquainted 
with the cruel facts of their present captivity to sin, and alien- 
ation from God; to tell them of the peace of GoJ which pass- 
eth all understanding; to bring them into sweet accord with 
the great author of their being ; to have them moulded by the 
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Holy Spirit into a peace-loving disposition ; to eiifranehiso 
Ihem from pride, selfishness, covetousness, unbelief, malice, un- 
cliaritableness, moral weakness, and the other natural enemiea 
of peace. Some that are near and dear to them may turn 
against them, and the manifestation of bitterness on the part 
of these may Beem to belie the claim of the gospel to be a 
pacificator ; but that manifestation only affords scope for an 
exhibition of long-suffering, kindness, gentleness, and tender 
interest— -in a word, for the eshibition of a heaven-born peace. 

A sea of opposition has ever raged around the good — some- 
times more, sometimes less fiercely. But, like the corai islands 
— whose serene unrufBcd lakes, stately palms, and quiet tene- 
menis present a wonderful contrast with the reef-broken angry 
ocean around — the elect of God, the friends of the gospel, 
have peace with God, follow peace with all men, and exhibit 
the fruits of righteousness, even when persecuted by the 
world. 

Commune with yourself touching this thing, and ask, " Am I 
a peace-maker ? Do I love well the things that make for 
peace ? Does it grieve me to behold men unacquainted with 
the Prince of Peace? Do I make manifest in my own life 
that the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy GhMt? Do I understand and olserve the precept 
to speak evil of no man ? When I hear of strife between 
those who should be frien Is does it grieve me as though I 
heard of the breaking out of the cholera in their families ? 
And, as the physitian feels that he has a mission among the 
sick, do I arise at the report of strife and hasten on an em- 
bassy of peice to the conflicting partus ' In a word, am I a 
merchant with muth balm of Gilej,d, seeking to dispose of it 
among all, and to assuage the desolating enmities of the world f 
And is my constant prayer this, that God would teach me how 
[ may most thoroughly subserve the cause of peace in the 
world V 
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If jou are a disciple of Christ, you are a soldier of Christ. 
If JOU are an expectant of salvation, jou are a follower of the 
captain of salvation. When it was proposed to you to become 
his follower, it was distinctly intimated that you were to follow 
him to a field of conflict. 

Endure hardness — that ia, endure things hard to be endured. 
The army of Christ resembles not a Northern army rushing 
down from its inhospitable home into the fertile plains and 
genial climate of Italy, encountering a dispirited and ener- 
vated race, and grasping with a facile hand the wealth and 
honors of that region ; but resembles rather the little company 
that gathered around David in the days of Saul's indignation, 
and ibllowed him from glen to glen, from roek to rock, sleeping 
under the open skiea or in caverns, snatching their scanty food 
where they found it, every moment on the alert for their nu- 
merous and powerful enemies, with the whole nation ready to 
fall upon and crush them, and with nothing to look U> but the 
promise of God, the promise of a kingdom. We know that 
it is our Father's good pleasure to give us the kingdom; not 
that we should dream that we have it now. We say therefore 
with Elisha, "Is it a time to receive money, and l« receive 
garments, and olive-yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oaen, 
and man-servants, and maid-servants?" Rather is it a time 
to endure hardness. For the servant is not greater than his 
Lord ; the soldier not greater than his general. 

Therefore let us consecrate what we have to God ; cease 
from seeking great things of earth for ourselves; receive in 
sweet submission the daily trials that will force their way into 
the presence of the Christian, in whafflver relired apartment 
he may dwell ; and give ourselves heartily to the conflict with 
our adversary, in whatsoever iorm he may approach us. What 
things to some are hard, to others are not; our Commander 
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places Hi in such a corps as is most likely to furiiisli us with 
the probation that we need. You have to endure hardness, 
not to seek it; be sure, however, that the dread of it does not 
keep you out of aay path in which God would have you walk. 



March I!.—" Light is sown for the rightcoas."— Psalin IitII. II. 

Almost all our sorrow is connecf«d with darkness, with mis- 
conceptions, with deJective knowledge of the reasons that in- 
fluence God in his dealings with us; and light is fitly used as 
a metaphor espreseive of gladness and of a soul-satislyiug man- 
ifestation of God. 

The scattered seed disappears in the ground that receives it. 
lie that is to eat its fruit does not see it &11, knows nothing 
of it in its prolonged incarceration. Perhaps he is far away, 
and millions Stand between him and it. He is occupied with 
his cares, great or minute ; yet all the while the unslumherlng, 
nnhastening providence of God watches over that ripening 
plant, and conducts it lo a state of faultless frnitfulness ; then 
gathers it, conveys it, and presents it to him for whom it was 
intended. 

In like manner, does God hide long the bJessing intended 
for hia servant that tmsts in him ; and thus proves hia servant 
whether indeed he trusts in him. 

This servant perhaps passed through a season of strange and 
inexplicable eiperiences. A spirit of intense supplication was 
poured upon him, without a single response to his fervent pe- 
titions. His soul was consumed with desires, and those not 
unhallowed ; yet the heaven of brass and the earth of iron 
seemed only to mock his longing. A Strong and an enduring 
faith enabled him to grasp the mightiest promises of God, and 
vigorously to knock with them at heaven's gate ; yet echo 
seemed only to say, " What is faith ? what is a promise ?" He 
was ready to conclude that all creation, even all earth, and all 
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heaven, had received an inviolable coiumand from the Deity to 
yield him no light — no, not a glimmer ; and that he was g^ven 
over a prisoner to everlasting night. He drank the cup his 
G-od had given him; got almost used to its daily bitterness ; 
became familiar with the midnight of God's unanswering prov- 
idence ; wondered how God eould reconcile it with his perfec- 
tions to let prayer and sanctified desire go so long unanswered ; 
but wondered without murmuring, and was willing that God 
should have his own way, and vindicate as it pleased him, his 
own reputation. Yet all the while that wondroua God, ap- 
parently cruel, yet in reality beyond expression faithful, was 
busied pouring out in superabundant fullness in some remote 
undreamt-of spot, the supplicated blessing. Yes, God took in 
his hand a seed the very day that servant cried to htm ; and as 
he continued in supplication, he continued enricliing the se- 
lected object, freighting the chartered vessel; a thousand of 
his providential angels were commanded to wait upon it, and 
bring it every excellent ornament, load it with most beautiful 
fruit. Light was sown, light Wiis reared, light was perfected. 
Then, with no little joy on the part of the heavenly ones, who 
had been in the secret, the uneipccting suppliant was brought 
into the presence of the light, and with equal confusion, ad- 
miration, and delight, saw that the Almighty had not despised 
his aiHiction, nor disregarded his impassioned supplication. 

Captives in Egypt, the Israelites cried unto God. They 
cried vehemently, and long; yet, God came not. They had 
boasted of their God to the Egyptians a& the hearer of prayer; 
and the Egyptians waited with them to see whether he would 
come ; but at last taunted them with the fruitlessnesa of their 
prayers, and recommended them fo call upon the idols of 
Egypt. But all the while God was listening eagerly to their 
cries,. and daily heaping up a depository of blessing in answer 
to them. His selected seed was in the land of Midian. There 
dwelt and wandered Moses, the shepherd. Ten thousand prayers 
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for deliverance, offered up by the fiir-off captives, were an- 
swered in fen thousand incidents and influences, all tending to 
make thia Mitaea one of the meekest of men, God-fearing, 
nobly intellectual, sympathetic, believing. At length, we may 
suppose, the Israelites had almost begun to think that God had 
given no heed to their misery, and to their prayers. But Moses 
appears ; the light that had been sown dawned upon them ; 
and sounding the loud timbrel, they went forth celebrating the 
fjithfulness of God. 

Even the Sun of Righteousness was first a seed in the si- 
lence and solitude of Bethlehem, and remained long unmani- 
fested in the obscurity of Nazareth. So Paul in Tarsus. It 
was not till many a year after God had sown this light for the 
church, that Barnabas vent to Tarsus and brought him thence 
to Antioch, where be was commended to the grace of God and 
Bent forth to be the means of dispelling much darkness in Asia 
Minor, Greece, and Italy. 

And is there Hght now sown somewhere, growing unto 
Isaiah Ix ? 



M*ncB 13.— "Serve the Lord with gladneBs."— Paalmo. 2. 

It is our privilege to serve the Lord in all things. It is ours 
to please the Lord in loosing the latcbet of a shoe ; and Wi en 
joy the expression of this favor therein. Tbe servant of God 
is not serving at the same time anfther master he has not 
been hired for occasional service; be abides in the serMce of 
his God, and cannot be about anythmg but bis Ma&ter s busi 
ness; be eats, he drinks, he sleeps, he walks he discourses he 
Sndeth recreation, all by way of serving God For the will of 
the Lord imposes at one time a task commands at another 
time a recreation; bids him listen in this hour to musie and 
in that to speak tbe words of life; places in bis hand a news- 
paper now, and after a while a pen ; guides hia feet to the bed 
side of tbe sick, and to the hovels of the degrilel, leads him 
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lo the baiiquetinf; cKaiuber of the rich, and gives him words 
for that place, and seats him at the humble board of the labor- 
ing man, and teaches him words for that occasion; bids him 
how the knee in prayer, and bids him alao come forth from 
prayer; compels him to exhibit gravity, and again bids him be 
all cheerfulness. The will of God concerning us is manifold. 
Let us pray to be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
wisdom. 

Serve the Lord with glaihiess. Can you bear to be waited 
upon by a servant who goes moping and dejected to hia every 
task? You would rather have no servant at all, than one who 
evidently finds your service cheerless and irksome. 

Serve him with gladness, for he is the best of beings. 

For his commandments arc not grievous. 

For he is your Saviour, as well as Creator; your friend, aa 
well as Lord. 

The angels, so much greater than yourself, know no reason 
why they should not serve him with gladness. 

In serving him, you serve yourself. 

You make religion attractive. 

You get a fitness for heaven. 



March 14.—" Ha will regard Ihs prayer of the destitute."— pBalm cii. IT. 

A man that v* destitute knows how to pray He needs not 
any nstructor Hia m s,er es indoetr nate h m wonderfully n 
the al of offer ng prajer let us know our-islvs d sttuto 
tint we may know how to praj dest t te of strength of w •"- 
don of due ufl en e of true happ nes-s f froj-er f a th of 
thorough conse rut o of the knowledge of the S r pturc* of 
righteousness 

The e words ntroduce and sta d n n med ate eomect on 
with ^ p ophecy of f,lor ous th i^^ to be w tnesse I n the lat- 
ter t n es We profuis to be eager for tl c accompl hment of 
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those marvellous things; but are we offering the prayer of the 
destitute t On the contrary, is not the Church at large too 
much like the church of Laodicea ? Will not a just interpre- 
tation of many of its acts and ways, bring forth the words, ''I 
ftni rich and increased with goods, and have need of nothing?" 
And do not its prayers meet with this reproachful answer — 
" Thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked, and knowcst it not. Thy temporal affluence implies 
not spiritual affluence. Thy spiritual condition is inversely aa 
the worldly prosperity that has turned thy head. I counsel 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire. Give all thy trashy 
gold — trashy while it is with thee — give it to my poor ; and I 
will give thee true gold — namely, a sense of thy misery and 
meanness; a longing for grace, purity, usefulness; a love of 
thy fellow-men j and my love shed abroad in thy heart." 



March 15.— "Bless the Voxi, my soul."— Peal m oiii. 1. 

Daily, habitually. Consider that thou hast every day an 
engagement with God to praise him. He has certainly a 
claim upon thee to consider and, in some measure, estimate 
his benefits bestowed on thee. A generous soul cannot bear 
to think that perhaps some one has bestowed on him some fa- 
vor of which he is not aware. The thought of an unacknow- 
ledged kindness would keep him awake at night. 

The command to bless the Lord is a command to take up, 
and not tread under foot, a shower of joys that have de- 
scended upon the place where you stand. Some fruit comes 
to you wrapped in many envelopes. If ou tear them off, throw 
them away, eat the fruit, and think of something else. But 
those envelopes were bank-notes of great value. God gives 
you something; you say this is to be eaten, and you eat it; 
but it was not merely given to he eaten ; it was given to re- 
veal unto you somcthiug of the wisdom, pow^r, love, and eon- 
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descension of God; to spread out before you an illmuinated 
page of a book of heaven. I say again, the command to bleas 
ind to take up many joya that you have let 



It would be strange indeed if it were otherwise. If we be- 
lieve in God the Creator of ail, the Giver of every good gift, 
and if we believe it to be his wish that men should acknow- 
ledge his authority, and yield to his guidance, we cannot but 
believe that he will bestow his best gifts, especially such a gift 
as wisdom, on those only who defer to his authority, and aim 
to please him. The supposition that this gift is as fairly be- 
stowed upon the ungodly as upon any implies that God disre- 
gards all mora] distinctions, and has no tokens of his satisfac- 
tion to bestow on those whose great concern is to honor him. 
He undoubtedly bestows many gifts upon the wicked, for a 
season, that he may lead them to repentance by the experi- 
ence of his goodness. But his best gifts are given aft«r, not 
before, their repentance. 

Can it then be said that the non-re)igio«8 world is without 
wisdom? Has it no Aristotle, no Socrates, no Tacitus, no 
Goethe, no Gibbon ? Let us understand what wisdom is. It 
is not any mere amount of knowledge that constitutes wisdom. 
Appropriate knowledge is essential to wisdom. A man who 
has not the knowledge appropriate to his position, who does 
not know himself in his relation to God and to his fellow-men, 
who is misinformed as to his duties, his dangers, his necessi- 
ties, though he may have written innumerable works of a 
most esalted character, yet is he to be set down as a man 
without wisdom. What is it to you that your servant is ac- 
quainted with mathematics, if he is ignorant of your will, and 
of the way to do it ? The genius of a Voltaire, a Spinoza, a 
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Carlyle, only makes their folly tlie more striking. As ihough 
A inan floating rapidly onwards tfl the Falls of Niagara, should 
occupy himself in drawing a very admirable picture of the 
Bcenery. Men who are exceedingly great in the world's esti- 
mation have made the most signal blunders with regard to the 
most important things; and it is only because these things are 
not considered important by the world, that the reputation of 

If you have learned to estimate things in some measure as 
Qod estimates them, to desire what he offers, to relinquish 
what he forbids, and to recognize the duties that he has ap- 
pointed you, you are in the path of wisdom, and the great 
men we have been speaking about are far behind you — far 
from the narrow gate which you have entered. He only is 
wise, who can call Christ the wisdom of God. 

The fear of God is that deference to God which leads you 
(o subordinate your will to his : — makes you intent on pleasing 
him; penitent in view of past wilfulness; happy in his smile; 
transported by his love ; hopeful of his glory. 



WarchI?.— "Sayye to (ho r[ghteouB,lhat il atall be well nilh him."— 
leaiah iii. 10. 

Fear not, thon righteous man, thou lover of righteousness, 
who hast taken Christ as thy righteousness, and whose sincere 
desire is Ifl walk even as he also walked, who hath made the 
Lord thy refuge, and hath put thy trust in the shadow of his 
wings, fear not; we bring thee a message from God; it shall 
be well with thee. 

Thy sins alarm thee. They say ; " We have po^rased thee 
all thy days, and thy heart is our home. Thou hast always 
served us, and every day of habit has bound thee hy a new 
chain to ns. Of late thou hast been making fearful struggles; 
hast busied thyself day and night with God's word; thrown 
thyself into the society of the good; repented of sin; as- 
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pired to heaven ; and tast even exercised faith ia Christ. 
Yet here we are where we always were; swaying thee as of 
old; mocking thj new and frantic endeavors. We are a part 
of thy life; is it not evident? And the attempt to escape 
from us is as though thy arms should att«mpt to tear them- 
selves from thy body. None can deiiver thee from the body 
of this death." 

Thy sins shall not have dominion over thee ; it shall be well 
with thee. Thy present experience is good for thee. It ia 
good for thee to know the extent of thy captivity, that thou 
mayest know how great a deliverance is required ; and to know 
the true character of thy captors, that thou mayest love him 
who sett«th thee free. It is because Christ is at the door that 
there is this agitation and conflict within. It ehaJi be well 
with thee. 

Unbelief says, " It might be we!l with thee, if thou hadst a 
stronger faith. But what can Christ do for one that has scarce 
any faith, and dares not grasp the promises ? No, it can never 
be well with thee." We reply, It shall be well with thee. The 
mightJest faith has an insignificant beginning. Thy faith shall 
grow; it grows while we speak. Take this word God sends 
thee, and be strong in faith. 

Timidity says, "Who knows what fierce antagonist may 
start up along this narrow path ? Though thou triumph over 
the present evil, yet the future things may prove too much for 
thee." Who maketh thee to triumph over the present evil ? 
And is he not & match for the future evil? The iitture di£S- 
culties shall only afTord sew occasions for the display of hi> 
faithfulness and ail-sufficiency. 

The world says, " It shall not be well with thee. We have 
traced the course of thousands who gave themselves up to the 
pursuit of righteousness. They fared not well, but ill. They 
were cut off by their ideas of duty from all our joys; and 
during all the journey of life they were haunted by a senso 
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of unfulfilled obligation, were vexed bv an inward conflict, and 
racked by fears of the future , ind all men were against them ; 
glooui, gloom, gloom, was the sum ot their experience." But 
here the righteous man answers for him^itlf, and saja, " This 
representation is false; it is because a life of piety hath no 
attrantiona for thee that thou dost so describe it. Thy boasted 
joys are but blooming poisons, banquets spread by an enemy. 
It is not well with thee, but with him that leaveth thee." 
Say ye to the righteous that it shall be well with him 1 



Mabch 18.—" r will trust."— Isaiah lii. 2 

Not in uncertain riches, not in my own sagacity, not in my 
probity, not in my social position, not in the felicity of circum- 
stances; not in the friendship of the world, not even in the 
favor of Christiana; not in the sacraments, not in my prayers, 
nor in my repentance, nor in my obedience. 

I will trust in Him that became man in order that he might 
b^jir my sins in his own body on the tree. 

I will trust in him, for he is the most trustworthy being in 
t'le universe. Shall a child trust in its parent, a bride in the 
bridegroom, a soldier in his general, a captive in his deliverer, 
s patient in his physician, — shall men in all conditions abound 
in trust towards their feilow-nien, and shall I not trust in the 
Almighty who hath shown himself all-gracious ? Is there 
more than one being existent, of whom it can be said that 
heaven and earth shall pass away sooner than his least word ? 
There is but one, and in him I will trust. 

" Take," says Satan ; " trust," says God. 

" Almost nobody trusts," says my unbplieving neighbor. 
For that very reason I will trust. Is it not an infamy that 
the Lord of heaven and earth, the source of all blessedness, 
should be untrusted ? You lie down to sleep trusting in your 
breath that it will continue to come and go all mght, although 
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a single interruption would be fatal ; trusting in tlie beama 
over your head that they will not break ; in the wind that it 
will not blow any inflammable thing into the vicinity of your 
lamp; in the atmosphere that it will not allow any pestilential 
influences to come nijjh your couch ; in ten thousand things 
without life or sense; aud shall not I trust in liim iu whom I 
live, and move, and have my being? 

I will trust 'iajd Petpr and (ht «ea became as rock beneath 
his fi,et I w.H trust said the Syro-Phocnician won.an; 
though the djsciplfcs s, id send her away; and her daughter 
was h(,akd I will take said Bal am and became rich for a 
day aecursed lorc^er Let me li\e said Jonah, and was cast 
into the sea. I will trust ^id he aiterward, and all Nineveh 
bowed at his word. I will trust, said Daniel, and was deliv- 
ered. I will save my life, said Peter, and denied his I^ord. I 
will trust, said he afterward, and laid him down to sleep ; then 
came the angel of the Lord, and brought him forth from 
prison. What mean ye to weep and to break my heart? said 
Paul; IieHl trust. 

MiRCH IB.— "A bruised reed shfJ! he not break."— Mfltthew xii, 20. 

In carrying out a great enterprise, individual suffering ia 
very little regarded- Revolutions are not generally effected 
without the immolation of many lives. Thousands, how many 
thousands, of human reeds were first bruised, then broken, and 
thrown to the winds of the Crimea, that Seb<i&topol might be 
token. And can it be that Christ, in going forth to the con- 
quest of the whole world, will not suffer a. bruised and bent 
reed, ready of itself to snap asunder, will not suffer one such 
to be broken ? In a revolution that is tu affect the destiniea 
of so many millions to all eternity, is it possible that he will 
be tenderly solicitous for the meanest and weakest individual 
of his host? It is possible, it is true. He has but to let it 
alone, and it will break ; but he will not let it aJone. How 
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then f Will he stay the march of the whole army out . f 
consideration for a poor, frail, tempted crcature ? Will he for- 
get the interesta of the whoie body in his strange concern for 
Huch a one? It is not necessary that he should do so. Were 
hia wisdom and power a little less than infinite, this might 
be necessary. But the word infinite implies that he can at 
once make all things work together for the good of each, and 
for the good of all. 

"He is al! that you say," remarks some one; "hut he is the 
Captain of our salvation, and must be obeyed. He is our 
Master, and he giveth to each of us a work. No one can ask 
that it should be otherwise. But I have a nature so detesta- 
ble, so undone, so repugnant to everything good, that with 
ever so good a will to his service, the least coiLmandment 
Ci'ushes me, the slightest task convulses me." 

The least command crushes you ? What is the greatest 
command? It is that you should love him with all your 
Btrength — not more than your strength — not more than your 
powurs. His burden is adapted to your force. He asks from 
ft sapling the strength of a sapling; from a bruised reed the 
Btrength of a bruised reed. " Say that I have no strength at 
all." That is best. Ask of him, and he will give thee. 

He will give thee first sympathy. He will show his piereeJ 
hands and feet, tell of his sweat in the garden, and relate how 
he was once himself bruised for your iniquities. He will give 
you encouragement by showing you plants of righteousness 
flourishing in the courts of his God, who onee were bruised 
reeds. — Pct«r, for instance, of whom Satan made sure ono on 
a time. He wiil give you a shield of faith — -wil! succor you 
in the time of temptation — will be your strength. 

MAitcn 20.—" Come unto me."— Mattbew si. 28. 

Hero is an invitation. Some one inyil«s you. Some ono 
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has thrown open his doors to you. The words convey a privi- 
lege — you have it now — the privilege of going to him. No 
difficulties esist with hira. If you have a will to go, you may 
go. Poiiiicr this fact, — whatever jou do, wherever you go, 
you are nevertheless among the invited. 
. He that invites you has cast many angels out of his presence 
because thej were not worthy. The seraphim, of such ex 
eeciling might and majesty, are overwhelmed at his glory. 
His face shineth ns the sun in its strength. John, that holy 
evangelist, fell at his feet as one dead. Yet he invites you — 
has a place for you — spreads a feaat for jou. 

He died upon the cross that you might have this invitation. 
And if you would know what that exceeding great cry was 
with which he gave up the ghost, know that it was thb, " Come 
unto me ! It is finished ! thou mayest come !" 

How many of his providences were simply echoes of this 
cry. He bereft thee of dear friends ; deprived thee of health ; 
stripped thee of wealth; baffled thee in thy schemes; de- 
stroyed the world's illusions; that thou mightest hear this in- 
vitation, and come unto him. 

Come then at once. Come in earnest Come in faith. 



Sens also before mj Father nbkli is in beavcn."— Matlhen x. 32. 

What an extraordinary world is this that such a sentonce 
should ever have been uttered in it ! Consider what is implied 
in these words. They manifestly imply that it is an opprobri- 
ous thing in the estimation of mankind to give honor to him 
who is the brightness of the Father's glory, and to acknow- 
ledge any connection with him. They imply that it is neces- 
sary to present the most powerful motives to the mind in order 
to subdue the feeling of shame that would naturally arise in 
the confession of Christ. Is not this a fallen world ? Is not 
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die race of mankind an utterly depraved race ? Were it ne- 
cesoary to hold up powerful motives in order to induee a peison 
to confess his alliance with some arch-vil!ain, one could think 
better of man. But the most magnificent rewards arc pro- 
posed, as an inducement to those who are acquainted with. 
Christ, to acknowledge their acquaintance ; lo those who rely 
on him for salvation, to confess him as their Saviour. 

The world that pursued Christ unrelentingly, nntil it had 
driven him forth, has ever since been doing its best to make 
his followers silent concerning him. " Thou shall not confess 
the Lord Jesus Christ," is the first and great commandment 
of the world, and if it can only get this obeyed it will give a 
dispensation from all other duties. It has tried fire and the 
sword abundantly; but in these latt«r days its tactics are more 
subtle. It is all courtesy, and addressing the Christian, says : 
— " There is a great deal that is admirable about Christianity, 
and I blame myself very much that I have so neglected it. 
Allow me to be your scholar. I will sit at your feet, and learn 
of you. In return I will be happy to teach you what I know. 
We must go hand in hand along the journey of life." The 
Christian is charmed by this amicable proposal, and falls info 
the snare. The world learns something, just to lull the Church 
asleep: and the Church learns, alas! much of the world. 



About the reign of sin there is no doubt. The tyrant, with 
an astonishing refinement of tyranny, forbade you to believe 
in his tyranny, and compelled you to go hither and thither 
chanting his praises aa though he were one of the most loving 
of masters. How grossly you were deluded. A king is for 
the protection of his subjects; but this monarch reigned unto 
death. He was a deformed and revolting monster ; you were 
cheated into the idea of his loveliness. He taught you to 
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boast of liberty, while ho loaded jou more and more with 
chains You staggered beneath great burdens which jou bore 
to his treTiury, while jou were taught to believe that you were 
enriching yourself. He showed you pictures of superb ban- 
quets aad swore that you should sit down at such ; and all the 
while be gjve jou but mouldy crusts to eat. He introduced 
his courtiers to you as a troop of friends; but gave them each 
a whip to lash you. He gave you a poisoner f« be your cup- 
bearer; a gaoler to be your guardian ; a headsman to be your 
guide. An earthquake rooked your house ; your bed was 
poised on the verge of an abyss; and a drawn sword was sus- 
pended over your table. You supposed that there was a sun 
there, but it was sackcloth; and a moon, but it was blood. la 
the garden was the upas tree, and in the field the hemlock. 
The streets of that city of death were streets of tombs. Ye 
shall not surely die, said all men, one to another; but they 
were all dea,d men while they spake. Sin reigned unto death, 
and cheated all his subjects into the idea that they owed life 
to him, 

Happy for you that this is a thing of the past. Sin hatli 
reigned, but has now no more dominion over you. You bave 
been translated into another kingdom. 



MiHCR 2S.— "Led by the Spirit of God."— Romans viii. U. 
Led hif the Spirit of God. By the glorious being who led 
Christ. Without him was nothing made that was made. 
"Without him the seeptre of the Godhead was never once ex- 
tended. The highest archangel would not stir a step without 
him. 

The children of God, all who inherit eternal life, have this 
infallible charatteristie, they are led by the Spirit of Uod. 
They are led by him to a sense of their sinfulness and short- 
sightedness; to an open recognition of thesame; to the throne 
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of grace; to the use of the most prevailing arj,uments in 
prayer ; to the society of Christians thi. assenibiies of the 
Baints; away from temptation; through tm ptation to thi. 
dwellings of the poor and needy, to the re rta of the i^no 
rant and erring. 

Let some of them be asked, whj are you scattered abroad 
over the face of the earth, speaking dnerse hn^ua^'s adiress- 
ing heathens and erroristsf They may in their reply apeak 
of shipa and carriages, wind and stoam monty ind s.k 11 But 
they must also say, " The Spirit of God led ua hither 

There can be no safe guidance that lb not perpetual The 
advantage of a year may be lost in an hour If we act iiide 
pendently of the Spirit in little things we will In (.. f r him 
in vain in great things. 

His leading is not violent. He acta by our own eon^vitt ons 
and our own will. There is nothin^ degrading in this guid 
ance, but the highest possible cxaltatun Gud who his giten 
118 senses, understanding, free-will, memory, has giien us some- 
thing infinitely above them alt, because they all by it cnt«r into 
their highest perfection — namely, the guidance of the Spirit. 
Let the mariner say, " I need no wind, for I have a noble ship, 
with ample suits of sails, an excellent crew, with charts and 
compass." Let the commander of a steamer say, " I need no 
steam, no fuel, for the engine is everything that could be de- 
eired, and I have the most skillful engineers." But let the 
child of God aay, " I am led by the Spirit of God." 



We read of Christ that he has been made much better than 
the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they. God hath highly exalted him, and given him 
,a name that is above every name. God hath treated Christ as 
though he were the only heir. AH the universe looks on 
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amazed, os he asccndcth up above all principality and power, 
and mi}!;ht, and doiu in ion, above pvcry name that is named; 
and then learns with greatly more aHiazcment that he is a rcpre- 
Bcntativc heir; that there is a vast number in union with hint, 
and that each of these is joint-heir with him, not for tJic diini-- 
nuiion h"t for the enhancement of liis glory. 

An heir is one who passes I'rom a state of privation to a 
Slate of affluence. Christ was the poorest of men on this 
earth, without where to lay his head, without reputation, with 
out 3 friend to speak for him when he was in the hands of 
sinners, without so much respect aa would hinder servants 
fruui smiting him, and soldiers from blindfolding him in mock- 
ery. Soon see hiia however in the place of highest exaltation. 
And of his disciples he says, " the glory that thou hast gl^ en 
me I have given them." AH power in heaven ani in earth is 
given unio him ; and even in this belies er& haie a oommumty 
with him ; for " he that overcoraeth " (he siy^l and keepeth 
ray words unto the end, to him will I guP power over the na 
tiona, — even aa I received of my Father 

We are eo-heirs with him of the Father s love and of the 
various expressions of the Father's love For m=tanee th 
peace of God, the Spirit of God, joy, strength patience use 
fulne&s, on the earth; a building of God a h<use not made 
with hands, eternal, in the heavens; pleasures fir evermore, 
crowns of righteousness ; a body like unto hia glorious body 
spiritual and incorruptible; and the lovt of all the holy ones 

iiy virtue of the warrant given in this expression wherever 
in the universe you find anything of Christ fc you Cin say 



MmcH 25.—" Tho glory which shall be revealed in u». — Kom. viu. 18. 

In us; in me, in you. Sin, not satisfied With the manifesta- 
tion given of itself in the angels that left their first estate, not 
satisfied with the degradation into which it has caused tha 



)y Google 



100 DAILY MEDITATIOSS. 

devils to sink, came to you and nic, that it might ohtaiii a 
fuller exhibition. You and I dwelt in a world the sol! of 
which had been moistened with Christ's sweat of agonj, with 
the drops of Calvarj, in a world where the Gospel of God'a 
amazing graee is preached to evrrj creature. Sin said, " It is 
one thing to make a creature rain itself by sin; it is another 
thing to make a creature, so ruined, daily and hourly treat with 
contempt the proffered love, the Calvary-hoi^^ht grace of the 
Lord of the universe." The very fabric of eur minds tella 
frightful tales of what sin has wrought within us. Had our 
aim been to make ourselves so vile that the Spirit of God 
should be utterly and eternally repelled, we could not have 
gone further than we have done. Sin reveled in its victory 
over us; but this very victory only becomes the occasion of a 
greater triumph on the part of grace; and the glory of God is 
to be revealed in us more illustriously than it ever has been 
revealed in any order of beings. And we shall then be kept 
from self-glorification by the thought that it was our esee^ive 
sin which became the occasion of this exeessive glory. "The 
glory which thou hast given me, I have given them," said 
Jesus. See Christ as Isaiah saw him, surrounded by the 
Seraphim ; and as Peter and John, Mosea and Bllias saw him 
on the mount of transfiguration; and as the angels saw him 
when he aseended up on high, leading captivity eaptive; see 
him as John saw him when he fell at his feet as one dead ; 
see him aa all shall see him when he cometh in tlie clouds of 
heaven with great power and glory ; and consider that we shall 
he like him. He is glorified in us. 

No wonder that an angelic host encamps around the sleep- 
ing-place of the believer. The believer is an emigrant from 
the region of the shadow of death, hound l« a country where 
he ia to be clothed with giory like that of the King of kings, 
Christ is to be admired in us, honored in us, blessed in us, glorified 
in us. It is in gifts to us, indignity, honor, and splendor, enjoyed 
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by vs, that God is to make manifest to the universe liow beyond 
all estimation he appreciates the merit of the death of Christ. 
Help me, God, in the presence of mj brother or sister, of 
thy son or daughter, to look with intense interest upon ono 
who is to walk hereafter in the lustre, beauty, and esccUeney 
of Christ to receivi dominion over kings, to be clad in glory 
that shall make the brightness of the firmament to pale. Let 
me make haste to love tho^e whom thou so lovest, to honor 
those whom thou deignest so to honor. 



MiBCP 26.— "If we confess our sins, ho ia faithful anJ just to forgiv. 
us our sins, and to cleanse ob from all unrighteousness."—! John i. S. 



I implies compunction The mere statement of 
one's fault is not confession The fault may be aggrayat'?d by 
a heartless mention of it Some men arc \erj fenaoiou*: of 
their imaginary rectitude, but others Ihmk it a pretty acciim- 
plishment to bo able to apeak of ihemseKef as graceless char- 
acters. Into the idea of true confession humiliation enters 
Confession should be particuhr Indnidual sms mutt be seen 
in their hatefulness before tlie word of forgiveness can come 
in between them and our conscience And be not surprised 
If I add that forgiieness is particular It is both general and 
particular. " Son, thy sins be forgiien thee" does not relieve 
the conseienee from the necessity of afterwards looking at par- 
ticular sins forgiven, appreciating their special features of ug- 
liness, and finding relief in the details of divine fi 
This ehows ua how much occasion there is fi 
with God. Confession, prayer, gratitude, these three duties 
give the soul an amount of business at the throne of grace 
which it can never overtake. God in his overflowing graeious- 
ness does not make us wait for a pretext to come to him; ha 
does not suffer us to find any pretext for ever absenting our- 
selves from him. 
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There can be no true confession of sin without the contem- 
plation of Christ crucified. For, an appreciation of sin is 
necessary to adequate confusion, and this is not obtained save 
at tlie cross. If a man has talfen from you a thousand pounds, 
and says, " Forgive me for having purloined a handful of sil- 
ver from you;" or if he struck your child so that he died, 
and says, "Forgive me for the injury I did your child;" such 
confession will not suffice. He must first see hie own deed 
aright. And it is utterly impossible that any sin should be 
Been in its proper flagrancy, until the Lamb of God is seen to 
have been slain for it. 

Confession, forgiveness, purity, these three things stand in 
indubitable connection in the history of a saved soul. 

It is a pity to quit this test, having oniy skimmed it. What 
does the apostle mean, dear reader, by the words " faithful and 
just?" Understand this, and you will be an Elijah, a Daniel, 
a Moses. 



la, we Dugbt slao to lovs oaa 

Two sublime arguments here present themselves. The first 
is this: God bath so loved rne; therefore, beloved, I must 
love you. The second is: God hath so loved you ; therefore, 
beloved, I must love you. 

By virtue of the first argument, every expression of the 
love of God toward me that I have ever received, lays aside 
its smile, and assuming a beautiful air of authority, commands 
me to love you. All the promises that ever flocked in laughing 
troops or came singly and gently to my soul, though they 
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to make any difficulty. Did I so, this would be the same aa 
sending contemptuously back to God those radiant messengers. 
To refuse to love is to reproach God with loving. It is to 
jiiake all the promises of God shrink back as I open his word, 
and say to me, " Who is this?" It is to make Christ frown 
me from his cross. It is to make alt the glorified ones say, 
" He will never walk with us beside the river of the water of 
life." liut I must walk there; I must love you, beloved of 
Christ! and 1 must be diligent in accomplishing my appren- 
ticeship in this matter. 

Through the virtue of the second argument, I find myself 
sovereignty attracted to you by all the precious tokens of hia 
love that God hath ever bestowed upon you. There is a voice 
of thunder, so authoritative, but of course not intimidating, 
a voice of gentle thunder in a single hair of yonr head, for it 
haa a long story to tell ta my attentive ear, (with proof-texts 
from the gospel) about the interest of God in you. 

Leaving unwritten a long, long chapter, come we to the mani- 
festations of God's amazing love to you in connection with 
the regeneration of your nature. His preparatory goodness 
in all the arrangements by which you were kept from being 
carried away in the whirlwind of sin, and were brought under 
various benign influences; his convincing you of sin; his 
revelation of himself to you in Christ; his minute attention 
to your education in holiness; his consolations in your time of 
trouble; his chidings in your day of error. Let me consider 
these and love you. He made you to shed tears and then car- 
ried them to heaven for his prize; nor is there an account 
wanting on high of your smiles; while your prayers are pre- 
sented odoriferous from golden vials before his throne. 

All these matchless indications of love speak to me and say, 
" Where is your love for the beloved of God ?" 

If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
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March 2S.~" God is 
God, Hiid 

Let us define. But who can define? For the interpreta- 
tion of this word, hve, is the interpretation of Uod It is easy 
to say that love is a delight in the happiness of the 1 ved. 
But the mind will not rest satisfied with this defimtnn it 
again and again replies, that the meaning includts more Love 
cannot he defined, for it is itself a definition the definition of 
God; but it may be described in its operitions and effects 

The love that God has towards you paatea knowledge The 
whole universe is intended to express it When he reared the 
Bubliine mountains and clothed the plains in beauty he sa,id| 
this is for my beloved. The course of his providence is com- 
missioned to express it. Your own form is a revelation of his 
love tfl you. Your endowments are other utterances of the same. 
His word and aJl the marvels of redemption are a token of 
love given to you over the head of angels. In its augmenting 
utterances, the divine love stops not with the cross of Christ. 
It comes to the believer and says, " Be thy heart emptied that 
I may dwell therein, and render thine eyes, thy tongue, thy 
hands, tliy possessions, thy time, thy all, expressive of the love 
that God bears to thy fellow-believer." Every believer is thus 
made to become another multiple of that love that is enthroned 
on the throne of the universe. 

There never was a door opened in heaven so wide as tliis 
word. We learn from it the mystery of heaven. We see 
what is the nature of its felicity. 

Sin has armed all its host against love, and hath given a 
commandment that if any man know where it be, he may 
ehow it, that it may be taken. Fiery darts fall thick and fast 
about him that gives it a home. The ugliness of man's na- 
ture becomes gigantic, and, seizing a tremendous spear, says, 
" Ljve, if thou darost." But here, as elsewhere, there is a 
victorj- for faith. 
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To abide in love is to abide in the thougihts of God's love, 
in the mem rj ind ion ciouMies-B of Christ s Io\e in the sen e 
of one's own uunorthinest. and in the rtnunciition of self in 
tlie rejection of selfish plcasuie and advantage and the ■'tudy 
of the true hippint&s of others in intercession in the Holy 
Spirit, in the f nth ihit discerns a present God and knows how 
to discover the relations of eiery creature to dod Lspeenlly 
is it to abidt m the griit thought that Christ taited death for 
every man, and that your life is to he an emboliment ol the 
gospel for CM,ry creature \iil if jou set ib ut this heartily, 
with entire consetratif ii it may pleise God to help jou by a 
wonderful deiite of his own But this h a secret 



MAncH29.— "When I Baid, mj foot alippttb ; thj merij, Lord, held 
meup."-]'saJin Jiciv. 18. 

Man walks In slippery places, saying, there is no danger. 
Yet every rock has one declivity that descends, gently and im- 
perceptibly at first, perhaps, but still descends to the lake of 
fire. And carefully examined, it reveals the names of thou- 
sands and thousands who perished there, all saying, there is 
no danger. And scarcely is there an hour of the day when, 
to one who listens attentively, there comes not the wail of a 
forlorn being whose feet have slipped, without any to hold him 
up. 

One of these rocks is popularity. Another is an ardent 
love of literature. Another is a taste for art; be it music, 
painting, or some other art. Another is a taste for business. 
An enterprising spirit. A love of luxury. A passion for 
money. Fondness for society. Venturesome reading, whether 
of romances or of sceptical books. Love of excitement, fond- 
ness for stimulants. Evil associations. Talkativeness. Im- 
pulsiveness. Wit. 

These are slipper; locks. Some of these have been crossed 
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in safety. But vast numbers have perished on them. Soma 
have said, we will take heed to our stepa that we slip not; 
yet did tbej slip; and not remembering the watchword, they 
perished. 

Happy are they who ever remember that the best paths of 
this world are slippery enough, and Keep near to God that he 
may recover them the moment their feet begin to slide. These 
persons are found breaking away now and again from their 
avocation or recreation, because they perceive their foot to be 
sliding, and crying to God are helped by his inerey. A child 
walking among slippery rocks cries out to his parent, my foot 
slippeth; there is but a moment in which a helping hand can 
reach him ; yet it reaches his, for his fiither is just there. 
And so, if we walk carefully, our Father's helping hand will 
bo stretched out in the opportune moment. Jesus was nigh, 
when Peter cried out, " Save, Lord, or I perish." 



■H 3fl.— " Hold that fust wbioh thou bdst, that no man tako thy 
— Kevelation iii. H. 



Hold fast the gift which divine grace hath airead 
on thee; the loss of it were the loss of thy crown. 

This exhortation is made necessary by such facts as these : — 
There is a tendency in the mind to under-estimate the gifts 
aiready in possession, and to forget how absolute is the conncto- 
tion between present grace and eventual glory; and there is 
also a tendency to depreciate the power and subtlety of the 

Conceive of a crown that guarantees to him who posscfwes' 
it life beyond the reach of interruption, health that can never 
be invaded, purity unsulliable, wealth unirersal. dignity arch- 
angelic, power unlimited, a vast dominion the inalienable af- 
fections and cordial services of millions of holy beings, joy 
unspeakable nnd endless, and an unrestricted liberty to com- 
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municate the most precious gifta. Conceive of sucli a crown, 
conceive of it in thy hand, thyself walking amiiist the robbera 
of this world, and thou wilt understand the necessity of Ar- 
gus-eyed watehfdness and nnremitting endeavor in order to 
reach the gate of the celestial palace without loss of that which 
has been committed to thee. I'erliaps the true glory of that 
crown is yet somewhat latent; its splendor in this atmosphere 
of sin !8 not bo f,rext as thit of mdny & tinsel crown that men 
wear; and to the iananoint«d *,ye of "fensc there is nothing 
about it to t«l! of the imjzmg mjstenes that are locked up in 
it. But has not thine eye been anointed ^ Dost thou not 
discern the sacred signature if God upin it' And has not a 
divine refiner and purifier (f siher gnen thee demonstration 
that all the rc^iia of earth s kings and emperors could not 
purchase the tini =t jewel that sparkles in that crown which 
the Lord hath gnen thee to wear in the day of his Son's es- 
pou L and f c er n ore ^ 

Hold fa t th t nh 1 tl ou ha t of lo e faith, patience, 
praj fulness hum 1 tj kno vl d„e courage perseverance. It 
may seem a 1 ght th n^ to p, waj to an e ing momentary 
impuJ e b t u ler t, nd 1 t n hat moment a bold, unscru- 
puiuu 1 nd vai> 1 ed out to i eh a y hy crown. 



Ufe, which ie in Ibe midst of the paradife of od."— Revelation ii. 1. 

There is not only the one transcendent prize of everlasting 
life held up to the assured hope of every believer; but it 
would seem that the Lord Jesus Christ (out of his treasury 
bringing forth things new and old,} holds out particular and 
altogether wonderful rewards to those who throw themselves 
into tlie thick of the conflict of life, and overcome where there 
were peculiar difliculties in the way of their ovei-coming. The 
records of the past bear their not unwilling testimony to thia 
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They speak of Enoch and Elijah; of Moses and Ezekiel; of 
Elisha and Daniel ; of Paul and John ; of Luther and WhiW- 
field. But we know that this earth is to he the scene of things 
more glorious than have yet been witnessed; the kingdoms 
of this world aro to become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
hb Christ; and all his enemies, the last being death, are to 
be made the footstool of the King of glory. Nor does it 
please the IjOrd Jcsua Christ to accomplish the sublime reduc- 
tion of all things to himself, otherwise than by the instrumen- 
tality of his servants ; for he says expressly, " The glory which 
thou hast given me I have given them." It is by the branches 
that the vine brings forth fruit and glorifies itself. And the 
universal kingdom which the Son of man in the presence of 
the Ancient of days is represented as receiving (Daniel vii. 
14) is that kingdom which (in verses 18, 22, and 27) in lan- 
g-iage most explicit, the saints of the Most High are described 
us taking and possessing for ever, even for ever and ever. 

The paradise of God vanishes from our view in the first 
chapter of the Bible, and returns to our astonished gaze in the 
last, where the description of it is subtly and beautifully inter- 
woven with that of the descending Jerusalem. The tree of 
life was a tree of whose fruit had Adam eaten, he would have 
lived forever ; and lest he should eat thereof he was expelled. 
What is the life that he was not allowed to appropriate ? Not 
surely the life of the soul, for nothing but want of faith could 
separate him from this. No doubt it was corporeal immortal- 
ity. Had he refrained from eating the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, he would thereby have retained 
the life of God in his soul ; and the tree of life seems to have 
been appointed to supply an immortalizing aliment to his body, 
by which it should be nourished with a life that nothing could 
harm, a life corresponding in exaltcdness with the life of the 
spotless soul. This tree was a type of Christ in one of hia as- 
pects. He has brought life and immortality to light. He 
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that overcometli and entereth upon the full fruition of spiritual 
life fcliall eat of the tree of life, and live forever. We shall 
not all die 

ArniLl.— "That he might bring ue to God."— 1 Peter iii. 18. 

Tiike this text as your interpreter, and join yourself to the 
Lord Jesus, as he sets his face steadfastly to go up to Jerusalem. 
With tears he gaaes on the city. He endures the contradic- 
tion of many sinners; — Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians. 
He partokes of the passover with Judas. Washes the feet of 
his disciples. Gives the symbols of his broken body and shed 
blood tfl a little company the hope of the world, the elect of 
mankind, that were about to forsake him and flee. Look at 
these things under the surprising light of this explanation, 
that he might bring you l» God. 

See him in the garden of Gethseniane. Approach to within 
a stone's throw of that awful place, and by the light of the pal- 
lid moon, notice the agony, the sweat, as it were great drops of 
blood, the face in the dust, the frequent cry of anguish to the 
Father. Measure, if you can, the frightful depth of that abyss 
into which the Prince of life, the Lord of glory, has been will- 
ing to descend ; and as you measure, remember why all this 
was — namely, that he might bring you to God. See this 
Lamb of God led to the slaughter; follow him step by step, 
from tribunal to tribunal, to the cross; ask why he opened not 
his mouth to transfix all his enemies with a word ; the answer 
is, that he might bring you to God, Are there not ten thou- 
sand glorious things in the word of God, the true glory of 
which only comes out when the light of this text is turned 
upon them ? You see how far you were from God. Omnipo- 
tence, not merely omnipotence, but self-immolating omnipo- 
tence, had to embark in the enterprise of recovering you to 
God; while ail the angels of heaven looked on with wonder 
and semi-incredulity. 
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Wliy are you brought to God ? That he may huve a super- 
lative opportunity of showing that God ia love, by raising you 
to the sublimest heights of purity and perfection. 



The Bible, first and last, insists that man shall give unto 
God, al! power, honor and glory, and distinctly recognizes his 
own dependence, ingloriousness and insignificance. Some fool- 
ishly gather from this that God is against man, and is jealous 
lest he should attain to too much dignity. But the very word 
of God that makes such bitter warfare on the imagined 
strength and goodness of man, shows us the Lord of the uni- 
verse ready to bestow his treasures of strength, wisdom and 
righteousness upon these very defeated and spoiled children of 
earth, with a bounty that knows no limit. Man imagines that 
unless he grasp with an unrelaxing hand his rags of righteous- 
DCas and his bruised reed which he calls a sceptre, he will be 
utterly and forever a bankrupt. But he is now a bankrupt: 
his treasures are eounterfeitj his power is that of a disordered 
machine, whose wheels revolve for nothing; the fragmentary 
thing must just be giwen back to God. Faint with his losses, 
man then exclaims, " What have I ?" And the word of God 
makes answer, " Thou hast power, wisdom, knowledge, salva- 
tion, heaven." He giveth power to the faint. In him are 
hid for thee all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. No, 
the Bible is not the mere spoiler of humanity. It takes from 
us the dream of things, that it may give angelic realities. It 
comes to give, believing what it preaches, that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive ; and when it removes aught 
from man, it is simply that it may make room for its ^fts. 

Thou hast a friend therefore, thou fainting one. There is 
Twwer for thee. Dost thou like Esther faint in thy approaches 
to the king? See, he stretches out the sceptre of his grace 
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that thou mayest confidently draw nigh. Dost thou faint at 
the tliought of appropriating the merits of the Crucified One ? 
Hearken, he speaks to another atrocious felon, of the same 
deep dye with thyself, saying, "This day thou shalt he with 
me in paradise !" Dost thoa faint under some vast responai- 
hility? Thou hast no responsibility that is not also Christ's; 
for he is one with thee, and says, " Without me ye can do 
nothing." Dost thou faint under s multitude of petty re- 
sponsibilities? He says, again, " Without me ye can do noth- 
ing." Dost thou faint under a sense of thy spiritual feeble- 
ness, and inaptitude of resdution ? Thou dost well to faint, 
and to let Ohrist succor thee. Be faint, and talce the power 
that belongs to the faint. Let faith wait upon fainting. 



Who is tliis that spends his time with a company of poor 
despised sheep, seeking for them appropriate pastures, leading 
them beside stiil waters, defending them from evil beasts with 
his crook, carrying the lame ones in his bosom, studying all the 
peculiarities in the condition of each ; apparently wrapped up 
in them, with no wisdom, no power, no resources save such as 
are needed for their welfare? Why! this isHethat measured 
the waters in the hollow of his hand, meted out heaven with 
his span, and weighed the mountains in scales ; who taketh up 
the isles as a very little thing; to whom the nations are 
counted as lees than nothing and vanity. This is the Omnipo- 
tent one at whose fiat the universe sprang into esistcnce, be- 
fore whose great white throne the heaven and the earth shall 
flee away, and find no place. 

And who are the flock that so possess his regard ? 

These are tliey that formerly refused to have a divine shep- 
herd, and boasting in their own wisdom and power, surrend- 
erpd themselves to sin, that disguised wolf, and followed him 
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to hia lair. But they were remembered by him whom they 
had scorned and insulted, and snatched from a frightful fate 
by the good shepherd, who gave his life for them and took it 
again that he might lead them into ever-verdant pastures. 

Lilce a ekqikerd. A shepherd and his flock ccnstitutc a 
unity; the one is not found without the other. The interests 
of the flock are those of the shepherd. Their wisdom is in 
him. They take no thought for the morrow ; he taketh it 
They are not anxious about nourishment or protection ; hf 
watches for their welfare. He knows them; knows their need, 
their ignorance, their wandering : and they know him; know 
his faithfulness and hia ail-sufficiency. 



Blessed are they to whom the gospel is proclaimed ; that ia, 
a blessing ia put within their reach. But especially, essentially 
bleased are they who know it as glad tidings of great joy. 

One land is blessed with great fruitfulness ; another with 
great mineralogical treasures; another by its geographical situ- 
ation, favorable for commerce. One nation has a liberal gov 
ernment; another an admirable system of education. One 
country has numerous and exquisite remains of ancient 
art; another has carried the cultivation of modern art and 
science to a high pitoh ; while another has made the most mar- 
vellous strides in manufactures. One region is blessed with 
magnificent rivers; another glories in its sublime mountain 
ranges. But neither of these nor all in combination suflice to 
secure the happiness of a people, or to perpetuate the pros- 
perity of a nation. Another chapter should be added to Vol- 
ney's " Ruins of Empires," telling truly why those empires 
passed away. The gospel has never yet prevailed in any nation. 
Never yet has it been cordially received by more than a very small 
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minority of the people of a country. But in proporti an as it has 
been received haa a blessing from on high rested on the nations. 
They who truly know the joyful sound, will endeavor to 
communicate the knowledge of it to other hearts and lands. 
Can you imagine a kind of music produced by invisible choris- 
ters, inaudible to all save those who have been endowed with a 
special sense for the perception and enjoyment of it? These 
walk in ecstacy, ever and anon, hearing the wondrous strains, 
while the unperceiving multitude pursue the sordid t«nor of 
tlieir way. Such strains are those of the Gospel, and they 
that have faith are they who have received a faculty appro- 
priate to the reception of them. The music of the words of 
the Son of God is borne to them from the golden harps of the 
invisible ones They open the word of God, and while their 
unadept companion sees a dull, ineloquent page, the eye of the 
believer pierces the cloud-like door of the letter and detects a vista 
reaching to the New Jerusalem, with angela moving to and 
fro; exquisite melodies arc wafted to hia ear, and he rejoices 
with joy unspeakable, tasting the powers of the world to come. 



Aprii, 5.— "Thcj that wait upon the Lord aball renew their ifrength." 
—Isaiah iL 31. 

It is regarded as one of the saddest facta in our condition, 
that the objects which interest and attract us, have no power 
to perpetuate their own attractiveneas ; and the mind obtain- 
ing what it passionately sought, and by degrees getting accus- 
tomed to its particular features of beauty, loses day by day 
something of its own delight in them. Fascination can get no 
victory that is not stolen from it again by time. And this is 
said to be an inevi/able, Nemesis-like fact in our finite con- 
dition. Transport must give way to an inferior sentiment. 
Well for us, it is said, if, by a judicious and well-timed mode- 
ration of our desires, we sink into contentment and are satis- 



)y Google 



114 DAILY MEDITATIONS. 

fied with that condition of the soul, while the estravagancy of 
our former admiratioD sails away, like a painted bubble, to the 
skies. 

We do not believe that this is a divinely-appointed element 
in our condition. An enemy hath done this. He wishes us 
to be as gods, and to lead a life of independence, and this ia the 
paradise into which he broi^ht «a out of Eden. While we 
are swayed by him, while sin mingles so largely with the fabric 
of our earthly condition, while we are without God in the 
world, and seek the things of the world without reference to 
their connection with God, it is undoubtedly so. Beauty van- 
ishes, and excellence by familiarity loses its power to captivat*. 
We are taken up by hope into some cloud heaven, and have 
the choice perhaps of descending abruptly and disastrously, or 
of gliding down to earth by an imperceptible declivity. 

Is there no remedy? Must the imaginative, esthetic, aspir- 
ing portion of our nature hasten to shrivel up, and leave us to 
sober hopes, disciplined desires, and dwarfed expectations f Not 
so. What we need is an object whose excellence is ever fed, 
ever augmented by supplies from an infinite source; whose per- 
fections seen are only introductory to other perfections to be 
seen ; in the contemplation of whom our admiration can never 
overtake the limit of the admirable, for there is no limit. We 
need a divine object; and having this, we need not fear to 
cry, "excehior!" Thon shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and soul, and mind, ia the first and great com- 
mandment. Delight thyself in the Lord, and he shall grant 
thee the desires of thy heart. They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as 



ApniL 6.—" Fight the eoud fight of foith."— t Tininthy vi. 12. 

There is a figlit that is good; a warfare that is eminently 
laudable. It ia lamentable to see how easily men err in decid- 
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ing what is worthy, what ia not worthy to enlist their loblest 
energies. A question of unspeakable importance; — for what 
boots it that you undergo hardt^hips, surmount dilGculties, make 
the most incredible sacrifices, exhibit the most brilliant valor, 
or the moat consummate skill, if the cause in which you have 
eubarked be one not worthy of your energies and sufferings? 
The same action is sublime when performed in its appropriate 
path, and insignificant when thrown away upon an inadequate 
cause. The tales of human heroism too often merely bid us 
come and see how wonderfully man is endowed, and how un- 
worthily he throws away those endowments. 

What is that conflict of which we can say that from what- 
ever point of view it is contemplated, it manifesta ifeclf to be 
beyond impeachment, good f The annals of mankind reveal 
to us but one, the conflict of faith. 

A life of faith is a life of victflriows warfare. The unbe- 
lievers around us are all led captive. They have no weapons 
for this fight, and no heart for it; they wear the badges of 
servitude, without shame or reluctance We hear them say 
" Our business hath paramount claims upon us There is 
time in the future for religion ;" " Heaven cann t be under 
stood on earth;" "We must enjoy ourselves wh le jt « dav 
for the night cometh ;" " What harm is there in ^o n^ to 
scenes of festivity ?" " It is enough that a man be sincere 
" There are strange things in the Bible; " It was once per- 
haps suited to tl e coni t on of men — These and a thousand 
corresponding spress ona drop from heir lips and tell us too 
plainly, aiaa that th se poor persons have been smitten down 
by the bludge n ot tl e ad e sary carr ed off to be his helpless 
slaves, and ta „ht ih language of h s realm. 

As wo look over the map of the world, innumerable places 
claim OUT notice as the scene of celebrated battles. And as 
we look over the pages of Scripture we find these thickly dot- 
ted with the indications of great spiritual battles fought there. 
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We light upon the word, " One thing ia needfa! ;" and to our 
mind's eye two hosts present themselves, one inferior in num- 
ber to the other; one fighting the good fight of faith and 
coming off victorious; the other sustaining a shameful defeat. 
" They that fear the Lord shall not want any good thing," is a 
citadel into which few have succeeded in entering; the whole 
plain around is strewed with the unbelieving dead. " Asit, 
and it shall be given you," is surrounded by a trench, which 
tens of thousands have attempted to pass, but have not been 
able. But we see the flag of faith waving from its topmost 
battlement. " Ye shatl not enter," said the world, deploying 
its legions; "but this (we reply) is the victory which over- 
cometh the world, even our faith." 



the Lurd shall lift up a atundEird again 

The position of the church in the world is like that of the 
low countries. Its ground ia all recovered ground; dykea 
compass it about; and against theae the mighfj oce^n mutters, 
dashes, ragea, as its mood may be. The law of all waters la 
opposed to its existence ; Pacifies, Atlantics and Antarctics, 
eeem ever to be uttering a protest against it Anon, they, or 
their representative waters, arise in strength and precipitate 
themselves upon it. A flood is always ready for the Church; 
at every moment she is threatened with a deluge that shall 
sweep her away. Yet she unaccountably continues to exist. 
She has no visible strength; no appreciable resources; and the 
enemy ia at a loss to understand how she ia enabled to keep 
her footing thus from generation to generation. 

When the enemies of Judea invaded and overran that land 
in the early days of ita history, it pleased the Lord to raise up 
by the mighty operation of his Spirit some bold deliverer, 
around whose banner the people rallied, and by whose wisdom, 
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(Mvirage and fjith, the land was freed from the hastile flood. 
So also are great periods of jeopardy and deliverance found in 
the history of the Christian Church. In these latter times 
the eneniy has come into the Church like a silent and peace- 
able flood, intending no harm ; and has crept very gently into 
the valleys and stolen imperceptibly up the glens, and spread it- 
self by amiable and conciliatory a dTances over the plains of tho 
Church's territory ; assuming to enrich and to bless, but really 
involving all in one dead glassy mantle of brine. The Church 
is led to believe that she has no enemies; it is announced that 
there are scarcely any assaults made upon the dykes ; but the 
fact is that the enemy is within, and has undertaken to consti- 
tute itself the Church. 

How many and how diversified have been, of lat«, the doc- 
trines inculcated in hostility to tbe fundamental principles of 
Christianity, by persons holding positions in the Church, and 
using the most approved language of piety. How complete is 
the evidence that avarice, the idjlatry of this age, is diffused 
through the length and breadth of the Church. How quietly 
have we settled down into the idea that the standard of con- 
duct given to the primitive disciples, and in each gospel em- 
balmed in the undying words of Christ, is not a standard with 
which we have anything practically fo do. How much is it 
considered a matter of course that the unlimited promises of 
the New Testament should be treated as curiosities of litera- 
ture, and not at all as the appropriate means designated by 
God for perpetuating in the Church, Elijahs, Daniels and 
Pauls. 

And the greatest evil is that all our conceptions being cast 
in the mould of a vitiated standard, we remain without the 
power of perceiving how much our standard is vitiated. If 
the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted ? Our 
hope is with him who hath promised to lift up a standard in 
the critical hour, and who will lift up on some conspicuous and 
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iDvioIable summit, whither the people may flee from tl I rising 
deluge of iniquity, and find themselves safe beneath the banner 
of Grod. If foremost men are needed, it is easy for the groat 
Head of the Church to raise them up. If the hearts of 
princes are in his hand to turn them as he will, how much 
more the hearts of those who are avowedly his own. He will 
revive his work. In the midst of wrath he will remember 
mercy. 



April 8.—" Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord."-Jeremiah 

We should greatly err if we understood this word " blesseil" 
as teaching that the man who truatoth in God will pursue a 
path of tranquil enjoyment and exemption from sorrow. He 
is blessed because he is enabled to puraoe the path, the only 
path, that leadeth unto everlasting life. Because the favor of 
God is hia. Because Christ forsaketh him never. Because 
the Spirit of Giod dwells in him. Because he haa grace to 
seek the welfare of his fellow-mcn. And he is blessed because 
of the peculiar uature of hia sufferings. His tears are not as 
others' tears. His agony is not the agony of impious men. 
His despair even has a dignity and aacrednesa about it. 

Jeremiah was a man that trusted in God. But it is evident 
from the sublime bursts of misery occurring in fats prophecies. 
that he was permitted to sound the depths of human woe. It 
was his faith in God that separated him from all his country- 
men, deprived him of their sympathiea, made him a stranger 
to their joys, and compelled him to drink the cup of sorrow 
which they should have drunk. He trusted in God, and 
therefore he could not hide from them that God was about to 
pour upon them the vials of destruction, and to surrender them 
into the hands of a heathen king. They listened with amaie- 
ment to words that seemed to them nothing less than blas- 
phemy, and denounced him as the enemy of his twuntry, a 
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traitor to the hallowed and God-defended int«resta of Judea. 
When, in the freshnesa of youth, he received his prophetical 
commission from the Lord, it was distinctly intiiuatcd to him 
that " all should fight against him," the kings, the priesia, the 
people, the bad and the good, not excepting even the God- 
' fearing and devout. He was a man ever spoken against ; and 
those that could agree upon no other topic, cordially harmon- 
ized upon the one subject of the baseness and treachery of 
Jeremiah. Other reputed prophets might he true or might be 
false; but that Jeremiah was a false prophet was something 
not to be questioned. And it did not please the Lord to 
give unto his servant that stern indifference that would have 
lifted him above the reach of these cruel shafts. No, he left 
him to the native sensitiveness and keen susceptibility to in- 
jury that characterized him. His was a nature of exquisite 
poetic sensibility ; and many a piercing cry of anguish escapes 
him as he meets, remembers and broods upon the opprobrioua 
looks and words addressed to him. At times he loathes his 
very existence, and abhors the day that gave him birth. 
" Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of 
strife and a man of contention to the whole earth." 

Is our faith in the goodness of God staggered by the dis- 
covery of what he permitted this his chosen servant to suffer ? 
Are we at a loss how to reconcile this inesorable rigor, with 
the many declarations of the divine pitifulness ? Or, on the 
other hand, do we decide that the prophet's faith must have 
failed him in those hours of bitterness, and that a deeper- 
reaching glance into the future would have saved his suscepti- 
ble soul those fearful shocks ? No, faith has no alliance with 
stoicism. It docs not make us ignore present things. Faith 
goes beyond sense and sho^ us actualities that cannot other- 
wise be discerned; hut it does not set aside sense, or separata 
our soul from the body that is in the world. — And what bo. 
comcsof the divine compassion f Why, Jeremiah thesufferer, 
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himself bears unequivocal testimony to the goodness of God. 
It is he thut teaches us to say, " Blessed is the man that tntst- 
eth in thee." 

At long int«fTals God caJls a Joh, a Jeremiah to the expe- 
rience of their aggravated sorrows ; but he supports them ; 
and their triumphant faith animates the drooping faith of 
thousauds who aie called to tread inferior patlis of sorrow. 
Honor to Jeremiah, who notwithstanding all his escruciation 
of soul, hath left us this testimony, " Blessed is the man that 
trusleth in thee !" What believer will refuse to take up the 



For the devices of man only increase my malady. The ut- 
most they can do is to conceal a plague-spot here and a plague- 
spot there; but concealment is not abatement. What is my 
pride the better for all their prescriptions ? What have they 
done for my self-will ? For my unbelief, slothfulness, irrita- 
bility, praycrlessness, impulsiveness ? I come to thee, Lord. 
He that created me, and whose creation I have spent my days 
in marring, ean alone restore to mc his image, and make me 
to walk in the health of heaven. Heal my heart, my under- 
standing, my memory, my desires, my imagination, my hopes, 
my fears, my body, my speech, my looks, my aols. I am in a 
condition that renders me the prey of suffering in every form. 
All my faculties torment me. My words come back upon me, 
and pierce me like da^ers. My memory ts continually fetch- 
ing some coal of fire to me. My desires carry me into paths 
where venomous serpents lie in wait. My imagination still 
beguiles me with the idea that it is my royal friend, and taking 
me by the hand to lead nie to some canopied and luxurious 
seat, presently lets it go and with derision sees me sink into 
some black abyss. Hope sita enthroned as it were a delegated 
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angel; but a life If ng and frif^htful esperipnce l(ave>i me un 
able to doubt the f ict thit a le^wa of tornnntms spirits are 
the ministers of this btili smiling encmj ]\Ianj endowments 
of my nature — whiili were I not a moral wreek a Sfintuil 
leper, would hue ev h ot them with its own pirticukr key 
given mo the freedom of a ln^ien all iti own — in this my 
corrupt condition show themselves each provided with a key 
to a place of torment all its own SI h p operties which 
seemed to have most of glory and f p d still hanging 
about them, and which therefo n p dm vith the most 
undoubting reliance, are the ve y p p wh ch have most 

excoriated my soul and aggravate 1 j m lady But heal thou 
me and I shall be healed. Rekasc me from my own perverted 
will, my rash desires, my reckless imagination. If thou wilt 
thou canst, and there is evidence of thy willingness. 



April 16.— "Thou haal destroyed tbjself; hut ia me is thy help."— 
HoscA liii. 9. 

Grod hath said, " Thou shalt not kill." But thou hast done 
mote than this. Imagine thyself in the presence of some 
pure and spotless inhabitant of heaven, clad in perfections 
that enable him to smile at any difficulty however gigantic, 
and resplendent with the glory of God. Imagine thyself as- 
sailing him in his purity, wisdom, love, power, and glory; and 
stripping him of all his perfections one after another, and 
finally precipitating him to earth, a poor depraved sensual 
rebel. Cease now to imagine; and recognize the stern reality 
of this description. Thou hast done it; thou hast wrought 
this destruction ; and upon whom ? Upon thyself. Thou hast 
destroyed thyself. But for thy ain, thou wouldst have been 
that bright celestial being. 

Raise thyself now anew &> that pitch of purity and excel- 
lence. Regain paradise. Reinstate thyself among those who 
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walk in tha light of tlie enthroned Creator. Get thyself en- 
veloped with an atmosphere that knows no taint of sin. Cast 
all thy sins into a hottomlesa abyss, anti roll an everlasting 
stone upon thorn ; and decorate thyself with the virtues of 
Gabriel, the seraphic energies of Eaphael ! Thou eanst not 
do it; the very thought savors of madness. But it may be 
done. From heaven then didst bring down in frightful ruin 
one of God's noblest works. The Son of God has come to 
earth for the purpose of redeeming this ruined humanity, and 
raising it to a higher, safer, more bies.?ed pitch of dignity than 
that from which it fell. " In me is thy help," saith the Lord. 



April 11.— "The Lord ia good unto ttcm tbat wa.it for him."— Lamen- 
tations iii. 2i.. 

This modest text is supported by a bolder and more eloquent 
one in Isaiah Men have not heard, nor perceived by the 
ear neither hifh the eye sctn God, beside thee, what he 
hath prepired for him that waitcth for him."* Those that 
waited for the Mufsmh and \t length beheld him, found the 
promise of these to^ts verified in their experience. 

But we have not in this diapins.ition bid farewell to the at- 
titude of waiting The f,re'4t and precious things bestowed 
upon us do not hinder our aspiratuns after more transcending 
things to come Faith wreitles Faith also waits. Some 
have faith to wiestk , but not to wait. 

This waiting implies an unconi^uerable conviction that the 
manifestations of goodness which we have asked of God, he 
will grant in some more fitting time than the present, and after 
ful! proof of our faith. It is immensely difiicult for faith to 
endure, if the season be protracted. For day after day cornea 
an 1 goes, saying, as it goes, " You see the folly of your ex- 
pectation. God has denied your request for some sufficient 
reason. Your expectation ia vain." The providence of God 

• ISfliat liiv. 4. 
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seems to use Blniilar language, dcclariug with a thousand 
voices, thai; your faith is erroneous and vain. By the law of 
your nature you pass through iiiultitudinous utoocU whose dif- 
ferences of liglit and shade make things look very differently, 
and if faith pass serenely through them all, it is a wonder of 
wonders. But the exercise of titith tends also to perfect it; 
and the repeated, deliberate, prayerful, rc-cx ami nation of the 
foundation laid for your future edifice, leaves at length the soul 
as firmly persuaded of the expected, as it is of the present. 
Nor while it seeks the future is it impatient with the present, 
but cheerfully intelligent of whatever there is of good aiouod. 



Ai-niL lS.-~" The Lord is my portion, snith my soul."— Lnm. iii. 24. 

Poor man, says the world. But no, says the heliever; he is 
to be pitied who boasts of any other portion than this. If the 
Lord bo not thy portion, will any portion that thou hist con 
tinue ? Let it be power like that of Napoleon wiedom like 
that of Socrates ; fame like that of Bacon, imagination like 
that of Scott, wealth like that of the Bourbons let it be 
beauty, or valor, or wit, or industry ; let it be troops of friends, 
or one most loving heart; let it be what it may, it is a con- 
temptible portion, if it be thine aU. 

He that becomes a follower of Christ, declares that the Lord 
is his portion. He counts all but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of him. And not only docs his soul say it; his 
life, his daily life, must say it; must testify that he has for- 
saken all for Christ. How singular that, after al! the glimpses 
of his boundless wealth, and power, and majesty, granted by 
Christ to the sons of men when on the earth, he should find so 
few willing to take up with him for a portion. It was the 
merest trifle for him to spread a table for five thousand men, 
besides women and children ; with but a word he loaded seve- 
ral boats full of large fishes ; he raised the dead ; all power ia 
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heaven and in earth was manifestly his. We Bee plainly thai 
all other portions must it last re\crt to him ind he will give 
them to whom he will But in kpendently ol ali material 
gifts, there is that in his uhirfcter which males him, him 
alone, able to satisfy the soul throughout etemitj 



Apbii, 13.—" Then shall we know, if we folluw on to tnow the Lord.'^— 
Husea vi. 2. 

Ib it at all unreasonable to suppose that the contemplation 
of God will yield us greater, more precious results than the 
consideration of anything or of everything in this world that 
he has made ? You are wrapt up in the study of mineralogy, 
or botany, or conchology; and have no time to spare for the 
cultivation of your actjuaintance with God. The sight of a 
little shell has wonderful power to awaken all your faculties ; 
and you have no rest til] you have ascertained its characteria- 
tics, traced and counted the lines upon it, and determined its 
Bpecific relations ; but an invitation to come and contemplate 
God leaves you listless and apathetic. You delight in archseo- 
logical researches, and with your whole soai embark in the 
study of certain antiquities, with a view to determine at what 
period, and by whom they were produced ; yet are you never 
for a moment tormented by the desire to increase your know- 
ledge of God. You, my friend, have a great dread of leing 
found imperfectly acquainted with a certain literature, and 
think nothing of devoting whole nights to the acquisition of 
itj but your conscience is visited by no painful sense of your 
defective knowledge of him from whom is every good gift. 

Once we too were thus. If a man had anything curious to 
tell us concerning the most distant star that twinkles in the 
firmament, we waited for his words with eagerness; but no 
solicitude to improve our acquaintance with the Divine Dis- 
poser of all, ever agitated our soul. 
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But now we gtasp at thii assurance: "Then shall we know;" 
and at the similar asscveratior, of Paul : " Then shall I know, 
even as also I am known." And the joj with which we hail 
this prospect is a clear evidence that we have passed out of the 
region of our former ignorance, and that we know God, In- 
difference and ignorance are here indisaolubly linked, as alstf 
are knowledge and thirst for knowledge. 

Then shaU ice }cnou\ if we follow on to know the Lord. The 
Lord has brought us into the pathway of the knowledge of 
him, and bids us pursue that p*th through ail its strange me- 
anderinga until it opens out upon the plain where God's throDe 
is. Our life is a following on to know the Lord. We marvel 
at some of the experiences through which we are called to 
pass : but afterwards we see (hat they afforded us some new 
knowledge of our Lord, (lur path suddenly disappeared in 
some hideous cavern where we seemed to hear the roaring of 
wild beasts J and we could not at all conceive what benefit 
would result from our entering; but we entered; and when 
by a favoring passage we emerged from that obscurity and 
danger, we felt that we had obtained some new and valuable 
insight into the divine character. Again, our path shot right 
down into the impenetrable darkness of some deep pit; it was 
some time before our eyes got accustomed to that darkness; 
then we discovered a little door, and soon found ourselves in a 
gallery of hidden treasures, several of which we gathered and 
stilt retain. Pursuing this the knowledge of God we found 
ourselves like Joseph in Egypt, alone in the midst of a nation 
that knew not God; and found that there was something here 
to be learned concerning the divine perfections that eould not 
elsewhere be learned.* We have not then to wait for some 
future brighter opportunity; but by improvement of the pres- 
ent are to build tor ourselves a bridge to that future. 
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April 11.—" Whflr. I ait im diickneSB, tb« Lord sbnll be a light unta 

He will, thou prophet of the living God ! More happy art 
thon in this thy strong and weli-warranted persuasion than if 
a tiara of the most effulgent diamonds were set upon thy brow, 
to light up the chamber of thy darkness. Didst thou always 
tnow this ? Couldst thou from the beginning look thus se- 
renely along the paths of life, conscious that betide whatever 
might, thon shouldsb enjoy the manifested presence of thy 
God? 

Perhaps not. Perhaps there was a period in thy life when 
thou hadst indeed a strong conviction of the incomparable de- 
sirableness of such an assurance, and hadst a belief in its at- 
tainableness, but couldst not possess tliyself of the privilege. 
Withont this distinct perception of a present God, thy Saviour, 
Friend, and Gruide, life seemed an odious blank. For this thou 
wert willing to sacrifice all things, and deem thyself an infinite 
gainer by the exchange. But how enter this hidden life ? By 
feith, was the answer. But bow believe '> Oh how immense 
this difficulty seemed to one accustomed to the death-state of 
the soul, to unbelief, to the insane vision that perceives every- 
thing save Him by whom all things subsist. Hut he that had 
given thee so much faith as to perceive the all-surpassing bJcHa- 
edness of a life in which God is throughout consciously inter- 
mingled, forsook thee not; and soon enabled thee to open wide 
the eye of faith, and behold Him glorioiwly nigh, overpower- 
ingly manifest ; enabled tbee to take into thy very soiiJ hia 
indestructible promise to abide with thee as thy Helper, Lover, 
and Satisfier, for ever. 

When God gives faith, he gives the opportunity of proving 
it. He loves the sweet expression of it in confidential words; 
loves still better the exhibition of it in indubitable acts. 
" Thou shalt sit in darkness," he says lo his trusting servant. 
But firs* he leads the believer along some flowery wulk, and 
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n to a high measure of spiritual prosperity. 
Then suddenly an unexpected tempeBt gathers about him, and 
he finds himself in deepest, strangest night. Darkness is 
come ; bnt it is different in some of its elements from what the 
believer had contemplated in the day of his declared faith. 
Yes, designedly different. It was needful that his darkness 
should be something never anticipated, in order that his faith 
might have its full proof. The darkness seems to say, " God 
is not in me, I am sent in wrath. Thy faith is presumption. 
T am come to banish from thee the promises which thou hast 
hitherto delighted in — to dispel the delusive idea of God thy 
Comforter. Despair is the only thing that harmonizes with 
me." The shadow thus speaks and frowns. But faith comes 
nobly out of this conflict. It lets not go its talisman. It 
seizes the word of God with a compulsory grasp, Immediately 
the believer is compassed about with light, and looks with an 
air of complacent triumph at the baffled shadow. 



April 15.—" Men ought alnaye to pray uid not to fBint."~Lake xiiii. 1. 

The context informs us what that prayer is in which we 
ought not to allow ourselves to faint. The prayer is that God 
would be pleased (« judge between his people and the world. 
The world denies the claim of the righteous to be considered 
the children of God. The one great need of the Church is, 
that God should hear testimony unto the word of his grace, 
and rebuke the nations with a voice they can but hear, saying, 
" Touch not my anointed, and do my prophets no harm." 
The Lord Jesus taiight us what to ask for, when he said to the 
Father, " That the world may know that thou hast sent me and 
hast loved my disciples as thou hast loved me." The revela- 
tion of God in his relation to believers, by their sa notification, 
by the perfection of his image in them, by the gifls and graces 
of his Holj Spirit, by his providence, and by unprecedented 
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methods reserved to be the special glory of the Kittcr days — is 
what we ask. Is this a thing to stop asking? Does the sick 
man give over seeking for health, because his sickness is pro- 
tracted ? Or does the hungry man desist from his search for 
food, when it is not soon found ? No, for he well knows that 
if he foil of ohtaining food, he fails of all. This benefit with- 
drawn, all others are withdrawn. Well therefore may we 
continue in prayer, for what we ask is indispensable. 

This continuing in prayer is a singularly profitable exercise. 
When we cry to God and receive no answer, and still continue 
in supplication, not wavering, me find our minds running with 
a surprising vigilance through the pages of Seripture, snatch- 
ing up a word of help here and another there. We become 
most rapidly intelligent of its precious contents. Our views 
of Grod expand ; his character, his government, his purposes, 
present themselves to us with a definiteness that they never 
had before in our perceptions. Our knowledge of ourselves 
in like manner advances in an equally accelerated ratio. And 
all this tends to the increase of faith. The very discovery of 
our own unworthiness tends, at such a time, to make us rest 
more confidently on the righteous Advocate. We get a hun- 
dred preparatory blessings, and then at last we get the blessing 
soiight. Meantime our conceptions of that blessing have been 
greatly elevated. If at first it ranked in our estimation as a, 
thousand, it now ranks as millions. We have looked at it in 
the future, and seen it undergo many transfigurations. We 
were consoled in the hour of our disappointed faith, by seeing 
the prize put on superior beauty, and show itself more worth 
pursuing than we bad previously believed. Imagine a vase 
with your name upon it, fast by the throne of God, As you 
prayed, your heavenly Father dropped ever and anon a gifl 
brighter than your best conception into that vessel. Mean- 
while he sought among the hours of your future life for one in 
which Ibe bestowal of this accumulating wealth would be largest 
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in resnlfs; and marked that hour also on the vase. And while 
you thought yourself poor, angels looked with admiration on 
your treasure in heaven. 

AFFiit,16.— "The beloved of thB Lord."— DBUlerondnj issiii. 12. 

Who is this beloved of the Lord? It is one who believes 
n the love that God has toward him. We have not to bring 
about the love of God towards us ; but to recognize that love. 
Peter had a great idea of his own love to Christ; " though all 
men forsake thee, yet will I not forsake thee ;" but John was 
content to speak of himself as the beloved of the Lord. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us. 
His love to us is as our fiiith in hie love, and in our own unworthi- 
ness. " O Daniel, greatly beloved," said the angel to that man 
of God ; and oftentimes a similar declaration runs down to us 
from the skies. Surely fiicta speak as loudly as words; how 
many facta can you at this moment point to, each and all de- 
claring that you are the beloved of the Lord. 

Do you still hesitate to class yourself as a third with Daniel 
and John ? Tell me, is there any greater expression of the 
love of God, than was given in the surrender of his Son to 
Gethscmane, Gahhatha, and Calvary? Did Daniel or John 
ever receive any more affecting love-t«ken than this? Be only 
bold enough to know the love that was espressed when Christ 
tasted death for you, and you may without hesitation sit down 
beneath the same tree with Daniel and John, and expect them 
to listen while you speak of the crucified one. 

But ever remember that you cannot begin to estimate the 
love of Calvary, till you have given up all notions of your own 
goodness. It makes an immense difference in estimating God's 
love, whether that love was bestowed on an utterly vile and re- 
pulsive sinner, or upon an amiable being, adorned with many 
graces, and naturally attractive. If you judge yourself to be 
this last, then jc-'i can never know anything about the love set 
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forth in the gospel; and ymi will do well t« avoid the society 
of Daniel and John. Divine love wu«fe them amiable and 
attractive; not found them so. 



Apbct, 17. — " Come now uad let us reason togetbsp, eaith the Lord." — 
Isaiah i, 18. 

" Let there he an understanding between us. Let us talk 
over the points of difference hetwecn us, and see if we cannot 
come to a settlement. If jou have any fault to find with lue, 
state it. If I am not what you would have me be, put yonr 
objection into words. Be explicit. You alicJiato yourself 
from me, shun mj paths, avoid all approaches to communion 
with me, shut «p my word, look coldly on my people, and if 
you can possibly get anything else to think of, no matter how 
contemptible it be, you will not give a thought to me or to my 
solicitation 3. Again I say, be explicit, be honest. I will not 
object to any statement of your views, so that they he made in 
a spirit of frankness, and with a willingness to be enlightened. 
Oome and let us reason together. Let us go by ourselves, 
where there may he no curiosity of man to interfere with the 
fullest intercommunication." 

The Lord invites me to a conference with himself. Why 
should I not go? Why should I not state to God himself my 
difficulties. la it right, is it honest, to be entertaining this 
lukewarmness, this aversion, and not be willing to havu the 
grounds of it clearly defined!' my soul, come to an under- 
standing with thy God. The main diflioulty with thee is a 
consciousness that after all the guilt will be found with thee, 
and not a particle of blame attach te God. But observe, my 
soul, how admirably this difficulty is met by his generous pro- 
posal. My sins are aa scarlet, but ho hastens to say that they 
shall be as white as snow. He meets me with a robe of justifi- 
cation, and royally adorns me at the very threshold of his 
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I(>11S0 ; so tliat I need not to dread the humiliating contrast of 
nj rags with that resplendent audience-chamber. And if he 
lO hasten to justify me, the most unholy of beings, shall I not be 
tilling to justify him, the holiest and best? Yes, Lord, let 
ne reason with thee ; for where thou, mightest condemn, there 
1.3U dost vouchsafe the most surprising promises, the most 
vansporting tokens of love. 



Apkil 18.— "0 God, tlrnu art my God."— Psnlm liiii. 1. 

Mine ! All mine ! All the revelation of thee in the Bible 
is the revelation of my God. Thy wisdom is all for me. So 
is thy power. So is thy goodness. So is thy truth, thy pu- 
rity, thy justice ; thy time is for me, thy eternity for me ; thy 
works tor me. Thou sittest on the throne of the universe for 
me ; pervadest all space for me ; arrangest all thy plans for me. 

Many millions of millions of miles away, but a star to thine 
eyes, is a sun huge in mass, dazzling in splendor, weighty in 
attraction, beneficent in function. Around it, in orbit suc- 
ceeding orbit, with velocities, densities, bullta, revolutions, 
times, beautifully harmonized, are numerous planets, each 
having its oceans and continents, its forests, its animals, its in- 
telligent creation. Sliali God take thought for thee, in that 
distant group of worlds ? Can he not let go the thought of 
thee, as he enters that distant system and directs its sublime 
movements ? No, he cannot let go the thought of thee. That 
^un is commissioned not only to give light to those revolving 
worlds, but ever, without a moment's intermission, to send 
down to thee a ray of light expressive of his unforgetting love. 
It hangs above thee by day, hindered by other light from 
reaching thee; but no sooner does night open a door for it, 
than it rushes to the spot where thou art. All the night long 
it is there ; thou hast but to look, and it meets thy glance. 
What meets thy glance ? Yon distant sun, thousands ol' times 
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the size of this eartii. The raj that meets thy eye is all for 
thee ; it is thine own particular token tliitt the omnipresenl 
God, in whatsoever part of the universe ]ie uiay be displaying 
his perfections, cannot for an instant be unmindful of the rela- 
tion existing between him and thee. 

This in nature. How mueh more in grace. And we learn 
these things first in grace. 



Aprii. IB — " The Lord lifieth op the meek "— Paalm eilvii 6 

The meek ire thej who ha\e consented to recene the 
knowledge ot them^tl\es Self detection has led to self bpo 
liation. Their wardrobe has turned out to be a pirites chest 
The n.ore richly they went arrayed the more they exp sed 
their own dishonor They cladly now sink down to their 
proper level and find no place too low lor them Perhaps 
they occasionally shrink back from some deeper humiliation 
But the 'Spirit of God and his providence con\inee them and 
they take that step too They lose at ien^h their reliict.Lni,e 
and are content to be list (f all and servant ot all 

Ob I how tew, how rare are those meek ones ' Am I one 
of them, Lord? Am I quit* content to be overlooked in 
the day when thou distributest honors on the earth ? Am I 
willing to be despised by all, and made of no account F Is my 
chief ambition to be useful, eminently but not ostensibly use- 
ful ? And if I get this spirit one day, does it abide with me ? 
Do I not find myself coming into new circumstances where my 
mean estate troubles me ? And through some insidious sug- 
gestion does there arise impatience of God's depressing provi- 
dence ? Thou that art meek and lowly of heart, teach me to 
!« meek, give me a meekness that shall pass through every 
ordeal. 

The meek shall be lifted up ; they shall be exalted very 
high. But in their utmost exaltation they will lose nothing 
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lit' their mecliiiiiss. In the highest or in the lowest situation, 
they are at home, they are blessed. The idea of their own 
merit has been ground out of them by the wheel of God's gov- 
«rnment; and their whole being is pervaded and beatified by 
God'a love. 

April 20. — "lie shall usrcr suffer the rigbteans ta be moved." — Psalm 
Iv. 32. 

Some one may say : " He will never allow the righteous to 
fall away; but what right have I to regard myself aa right- 
eous ? Of what avail is this promise to me ?" 

Well, it is of none, if thou art not righteous. In that case, 
the wrath of God abideth on thee ; there are no promises for 
thee. But are there no promises for such as hunger and thirst 
after righteousness ? Yes, for they are righteoua. The Pub- 
lican went down to his house, justified rather than the Phari- 
see. To look unto the righteousness of Christ, is the right- 
sinful man. The measure in which a man re- 
} the notion of his own righteousness, is generally the 
measure according to which God estimates him as righteous. 
Our text corresponds with the words ; " My sheep shall never 
perish, neither shall any be able to pluck tiem out of my 
hand." 

Others say : " We make no pretensions to piety, but we are 
righteous, and none the less so that we have the boJdness to 
declare ourselves what we are." 

Ijct us see. You daily receive at your board a poor creature 
who, without your bounty, would be a miserable beggar, totter- 
ing to an obscure grave. You spread for him an excellent 
banquet, and that as often as he has appetite. Yet he never 
takes the slightest notice of you, never joins in any laudations 
of your name, turns the subject of conversation when you are 
mentioned. You have authorized him to go daily to your 
treasurer, and receive whatever he needs for hia daily expenses, 
12 
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and even for his prospective expenditure ; yet he never admits 

that he is indebted to you for the money, and ia just as ready 
to bestow it on your enemies as on your friends. He lives in 
your house; sleeps upon your eouch; receives raiment from 
your wardrobe; is made glad by your wine; regaled by the 
perfume of your flowers; entertained by your music ; conveyed 
in your carriages; instructed by your teachers; aided by your 
wisdom ; and upheld by your strength Yet never is he found 
rendering you anv due respect, or troubling himself to know 
what is your will In a thou'jand things he violates your com- 
mands. But in his tran-.action8 with hi? fellow-servants, he is 
particular not to delraud them Shoul he indeed learn from 
thee what his duties to them are he would discover that he 
comes exceedingly short e\en in these But be it so. He is 
very careful to conduct himselt in such a manner towards them 
as to be regarded as an honest man. Ten thousand mercies 
from thee leave him as indifferent t» thy will and pleasure as 
ever he was; yet the least benefit from his fellow awakens in 
him gratitude and a desire to requite the favor. — Shall such a 
man be counted righteous ? Does not the moral sense that 
reveals itself in his communications with his fellow-men, serve 
only the more signally to condemn him f lie, and such as he, 
are unright«ous; and the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 



If these words were appropriate at the time when they were 
epoken, then can we hardly conceive of a situation in which 
the people of God may be placed, in which these words would 
be inappropriate. If at that time the disciples were not to 
be troubled, then tell me, pray, what is the hour, what the 
emergency, when it is fitting that their hearts should be 
troubled 7 
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Says one, " My child 'm dead; my beloted one. For years 
my prodoiainant solicitude had been to make all things work 
together for the beautifying of her life. All my plans, my 
labors, my hopes, my prayers even, have had largely a reference 
to her happiness. My present joys were in some degree con- 
stituted by the thought of what she would be in days to come. 
And now she is suddenly gone — in a whirlwind of suffering — 
under circumstancea the most heart-rcndmg The world is for 
me emptied, in a single hour ' 

But one of those who sit at table with Jesus might thus 
reply ; " We were with the Messiah for whom we had left 
father and mother, wife and children W e had staked all our 
hopes upon him. By following him we hid brought upon ua 
the enmity of mankind , and by his departure we were to be 
exposed to the full Hast of that enmity We had made up 
our Blinds that ho was the Lord cf Lile and that all dignities 
of heaven or earth were in hia gift and that of the increase 
of his dominion there should be no end and that he would 
presently prepare for us twelve thrones corresponding to the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel And now we were 
told, and that by himself thif he was to be taken away ; taken 
violently away by the hands of sinners, subjected to all man- 
ner of outrages; be, as it were, denounced from heaven, Goi 
not interposing for his deliverance ; and to die a roost igno- 
minious and barbarous death. And yet we were bidden not 
to let our hearts be troubled. The sun was to be as sackcloth, 
and the mooo as blood ; all the powers of heaven were to bo 
shaken ; yet we were to remain peaceful and serene." 

One may say, "I could have met with equanimity all the 
common woes of lifej but my good name, which has never 
been repi-oaehed, is now covered with opprobrium." The 
apostles may answer ; " This was what was about to happen to 
us. We were to be universally regarded as the followers of a 
manifest impostor, preachers of blasphemy, 
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righteousness- yet we were told not to let our hearts ba 
troubled." 

Another speaks, and says : •' These things may be endured 
by the grace of God. But where there is no manifestation of 
God to the soul, when spiritual darkness has set in upon M, 
can we be otherwise than troubled?" The apostles auawer: 
" What darkness was comparable to ours ? When Christ was 
crucified, it seemed that God was saying from heaven unto us, 
' I know you not.' Depart from me, yc cursed, was what his 
providence appeared to say, in a language that all couid under- 
stand. Yet the Lord Jesus, knowing all things that should 
happen, said unto us, let not your hearts he troubled." 



APBILS2.—" Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for repentance.*'— Mat. 
tbew iii. 8 

A mighty angel stands in heaven upon a height at the foot 
of which you dwell unconsciously; and he bears aloft in his 
hands a stone, mountainous in size, which he is prepared to 
hurl upon you. But another mighty one says; Stay; for he 
repent?, and will now bring forth fruits in evidence thereof. 
Then the company of the just made perfect, bend their eager 
gaze upon you to discern thia evidence ; and the stone descends 
not, though it hanga above you. Well may you therefore give 
heed to this admonition, and make haste to bring forth fruits. 

A profession of religion is a solemn and open condemnatiou 
of and shrinking from our past life. It is a profession of re- 
pentance, of a changed mind relatively to sin and to unright- 
eousness. Christ is exalted to give repentance. He saves mea 
from their sins by inspiring them with a hatred of their sins, 
and by giving them a heart to pursue an opposite path. For 
one that has made such a profession, to trifle with sin, to re- 
new communications with his old sins, is a most dangeroos 
thing. When he indulges in a forbidden thing, he calls back 
the tea thousand similar indulgences belonging to his past life. 
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Seeing him turn to Christ, these sins had begun to flee from 
him discomfited; but & single recoramission arrests them, and 
they exclaim, "he yet belongs to us." The ten thousand 
talents had been forgiven the steward who professed repent- 
ance ; but a single act that seemed to show his repentance ua- 
BOund bronght the whole of the huge debt back upon him. 

Oh, my heart, is there not here instruction for thee? Is it 
fiot well for thee to entertain the idea that repentance is an in- 
dispensable barrier to keep thee from the tremendous claims of 
thy past sins? When a feeling of pride surges within thee, 
lemember that the allowing of it will be like a standard lifted 
up for all thy old sins of pride, a fearful host, to rally round. 
Thy old sins, all of them, with all their power to alarm, to con- 
demn, to destroy, are buried for thee, deep and safe; but the 
stone that covers them is sealed by the evidences of thy change 
of heart; and if at any time, something like the old heart is 
seen in thee, immediately the stone begins to heave, and the 
baried sins cry out, "We are unjustly here. He bringeth not 
forth fruits meet for repentance." 



Afhh. 23.—" Lord, lift thou up upon us the light of thj countenauofl." 
-Psalni IT. 6. 

(j ive US the tokens of thy favor, the expressions of thy grace, 
the revelation of thy glory. Acknowledge us as thy sons 
and daughters, privileged ones, having access to thine audience- 
ehan'ber, and permitted to behold the majesty and kindness 
that to others are veiled. Let the light of thy loving glance 
descend into our soul. A day is coming when thy glory shall 
he flashed abroad through all the heavens, and when it shall 
fall Jike one immense sheet of lightning upon the nations. But 
what the world cannot now behold, let us behold. Though the 
rising of the Sun of Righteousness, in full-orbed glory, be nob 
yet, let at least the day-star arise in our hearts. 

It is not in the hour of worldly prosperity that we are best 
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able to behold the light of God's countenance in its most 
transporting manifestationa. The benefits that God bestows 
equally upon the just and upon the unjwst, upon hia children 
and his enemies, are not those that most favor our perception 
of the light of God's countenance. The Spirit of glory and 
of God resteth especially on those who arc reproached for the 
name of Christ. Stephen, when encompassed by hia numerous 
enemies, saw heaven opened, and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of the glory of God. Sometimes the revelation 
of the glory is vouchsafed in the midst of the trial ; (call to 
mind several instances of this in the word of God ;) — some- 
times to prepare the believer for fiery trials; witness Isaiah, 
Ezekiel; — sometimes after the enduring of the trials; witness 
Job, Simeon, and others. 

Is there not something held out to thee in this sentence, 
that looms far higher than any conception that thou hast ven- 
tured to form of the readiness of God to reveal himself to the 
friends of Jesus, and of his power to enrapture the soul by a 
glance that faith discerns? If there be anything soul-glad- 
dening in the light of a created countenance, what exalted 
ideas may we not form of the incomparable delights that shall 
descend into the soul when God, the Creator, the Kedeemer, 
the Sanctifier, fises on us his unrestricted glance of love. 

Let US utter this prayer with all intensity of desire and 
strength of expectation. Let our life utter it Men go down 
into deep wells that they ujay see a star, a mere star; let us 
not shrink from any position to which tile angels of divine 
providence may beckon us, and from which we are likely to 
behold more gloriously the revelation of the countenance of 
our God. 

April 24.— " Prom him oomelh my sal vat ion. "—Pa aim Ixii. 1. 

From -whom? From him whose commandments I have so 
fli^pimtly Tiolated, and whose authority I have set at nought. 
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Frtni him whuse countless benefits I have clutched without 
noticing the hand that bestowed them. From the thrice-holy 
One at whose reproof the pillars of heaven tremble and are 
astonished; and by whose command the fallen angels are kept 
under the chains of darkness. Perdition has overtaken myri- 
ads of beings who went not so far in the contempt of God, as 
I did; yet salvation cometh to me from him. All his perfec- 
tions, the stability of his government, the interests of his holy 
universe, aeeni to require the outpouring of his fiercest wrath 
upon my head; yet from !iim cometh my salvation. 

From him it cometh. Kvery day, every hour, it cometh to 
me; by one agency, and by another; now in this manner, now 
in that. It cometh to me in his word ; in the answers to 
prayer; in the examples of good men; in reverses and humili- 
ations ; and in the various providences that help me to see the 
loathsomeness of sin. It comes to me in the Holy Spirit, and 
in new views of the all-worthiness of Christ. And what has 
not yet reached me is on its way (o me. By faith I rejoice in 
experiences to come ; in deliverance from all sin and from all 
corruption ; in perfection, moral, intellectual, and physical. 

Ml/ salvation. I know more evil of myself, than I can posi- 
tively know of another. When I take some of the pictures 
of my past life, and thrust them info the purity of heaven, the 
whole creation seems to suffer violence, to groan and shudder 
at the unendurable contrast. Shall this bosom that has been 
the seat of affections so dishonorable, be interpenetrated with 
the very love of God, love to all that are the fitting objects of 
lovo, love ineffable and immaculate ? 

My salvation. The Lord Jesus Christ, my Saviour, eame fo 
earth to make an atonement, proclaim his gospel, establish his 
church, pour out his Spirit. This was the Alpha of my salva- 
tion. I look for him now from heaven, in glory, to complete 
in me his wondrous work, and present me faultless, transfigured, 
anpslic, before his Father's throne. This will be the Omegtu 
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A 35— "F t lib" b n ."— PsBim ciii. 3. 

Th inea f j, remember all. The right 

11 f b fi la 1 b equal to a new benefit. As 

d b s< m 1 p ss ona of his goodness are ex- 

p es. f 1 dn "S h eeoUectioti of a past benefit 

ywilbeb il in a certain sense not past 

b p sen E h ftii. f 1 let down by God into my 
Ifpj Iffwd dfi itely, and accompanies me 

d mibs d 1 hat God and I are friends 

through the Lord Jesus Christ. The domain of faith extends 
not only over the present and the future, but over the past also. 
It is faith that keeps snatching the past kindnesses of God 
from the sea of oblivion. 

The gifts of God are not besfflwed upon believers merely to 
relieve a want, or to meet a capacity for enjoyment. They are 
not merely bestowed for the good that is in them but to reveal 
something in the disposition of the giver. They are epistles 
telling of his love, wisdom, and power. Now it is evident that 
a past benefit remembered, must be about aa valid for this 
blessed purpose as a present benefit. God is bound over to 
goodness by his past charities, if faith remembers them. 

How odious ia it not to remember benefits. The rich man 
whose treasures are greater than he can compute, should not 
treat with disdain a trifling present if it express the good wi!l 
of a poor man. Nevertheleis the rich do often exhibit gu h 
disdain, especially in the form of ftrgetfulness Benefits frcm 
those whose kindness we value we presume n"t to forget But 
is God a being ho low in the scak that gifts from him ire 
grasped only for their own sake and the giier immediately 
forgotten? Do you like that jour cwn presents to anrther 
should be foi^otten ? No, n it the least of them It galls you 
exceedingly if one out of ten benehts should pihs from the 
recollection of your beneficiiry 

But bow remember all the^ benefits? Those of a single 
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day exceed in number tlie hairs of the head Well, let there 
he a readiness to remember them Ltt f 1.1th louk into the past 
for them. Let them not be shghtcd 

We are not always able lo see at the time the true meaning 
of the benefit. The length and breidth of the diiine good- 
ness dijes not come out, until some time lias elapsed, and we 
are able to look baek upon if from some \j.ntage point in the 
future. These past benefits are like bouf.'^ in our hbrarj th tt 
we suppose we have read; but we fake them do«n some day, 
and are astonished at the wonderiul things, before unrecog- 
nized, that present themselves to our improved perception 



April 2S.— " The riches of hia grace."— Epbesiuis i. T. 

Tour idea of riches, does it run most naturally in this di- 
rection ? Perhaps you are blessed (as men say) with worldly 
goods. Your wealth enables you to surround yourself with 
many beautiful and tasteful articles that some people might 
call objects of luxury; to live in a certain Style; to associate 
with a certain class to which you think you belong in a peculiar 
sense. But, these are not your only riches. You are enabled 
to approach God by faith in Christ the mediator, morning and 
evening, to east your eate on him, commit yourself to hia 
guidance, rejoice in his goodness, meditate in his word, and 
occupy yourself with elevating thoughts of the inheritance 
incorruptible reserved in heaven for you. Of these two por- 
tions, the worldly and the heavenly, which is dearest to you ? 
You answer : " The heavenly of course. The favor of God, 
that IS hte. The love of Christ, this is true wealth. It 
pleases God to adorn my earthly path, by the gift of so much 
wealth as surrounds me and mine with things that a refined 
taste must prize; but my heart, while it accepts them with 
thankfulness, cleaves not to them." 

The answer appears unexceptionable; perhaps is so. But 
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is it not a conce'.vable thing that God has given you of tha 
riches of earth, to test the foi'ce of your attachment to the 
heavenly treasure ? Are you not looking at things rather from 
the modern point of view than from the apostolic anU scrip- 
tural? Examine yourself. Would it be a very disastrous 
thing to you to have to come down and associate with Chris- 
tians of a humble order, as ono of them ? Do you grasp your 
worldly substance with much less tenacity than the heavenly? 
Do losses of the inferior kind seem to you every way inferior ? 
Does Christian affectinn, at ail times and under all cireum- 
stanees, seem to you of greater price than the friendship of 
the worldly members of that society to which you fancy you 
inherently belong ? Oh, be honest ! 



April 27.— "Leacn of me; for I bib moult and lowly in h«Btt."— 
Matthew ji. 29. 

In telling us this of himself, our Lord does not profess to 
tell us anything new, but simply to refer to a well-known fact. 
Everything in his life declared that he was meek and lowly of 
heart. Power, wisdom, generosity, love — these things were 
not more largely revealed in his life, than were his meekness 
and lowliness of heart. For instance, in the choice of a posi- 
tion. He entered one of the lowest grades of society. He 
had intercourse indeed with men of all ranks; but he was al- 
ways a man of the people. His intimate companions, hia 
brethren, those among whom was his home, were fishermen, 
carpenters, tax-gatherers. The rich invited him to their tables 
sometimes, but it was either by way of condescension or curios- 
ity. Observe the reception given him by Simon the Pharisee. 
Simon doubtless knew well the laws of courtesy, and punctually 
conformed to them in his intercourse with people of his own 
grade; but when Jesus the Nazarene was his guest, he set 
them asidr ; he gave him no water for his feet, embraced him 
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ot and ano nted not !iia head with oil; thinking it quite suf- 
fi at tl t h s G lilean should have a place at his tabic. 
Ch t tu t. ly sumed a position in social life, where he 
w uld be 1 ked 1 wn upon by men moving in the higher 
spheres. He was the friend of publicans and sinners. 
« He chose to be a Nazarene, though the prejudice agains 
Nazareth was so strong that men familiarly said, " Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth ?" 

He was not merely lowly in life, but lowly in heart. Some 
rich men feel ill at ease in the society of men of inferior 
grades; they task themselyes perhaps to be civil, kind, consid- 
erate; but they have a feeling that they are out of their ele- 
ment, and they shrink back with much comfort to themselves 
into their accustomed sphere. But Christ was consciously at 
home among his poor and illiterate companions. Their habits 
of thought, their mode of life, their topics of conversation, 
were not something strange to him. The utmost cordially 
characterized his manner, and stamped his lowliness as gen- 

Lcam of me; that is, he my disciples. The believer is one 
who is learning of Christ to he meek and lowly of heart. 

Does the notion of our own merik make it difficult for ua to 
walk in " all meekness and lowliness ?'' Surely, our merit is 
hardly to be put in comparison with that of Christ. It may 
be, we are not so bad us some people; but Christ is the most 
meritorious being in the universe. Shall we rate ourselves 
above him? In the assemblies of men, let us beware how we 
. take the higher place; for though we may think ourselves set- 
ter than some that are there present, yet are we not better 
than Christ; and if we will but notice it, he takes the lower 
place. If reproaches are offered us, let us consider that 
greater reproaches are offered Christ, and he endures thera. 

Almost all men are complaining of the burden laid upon 
tbom ; they think that too much ia imposed; every man woiJd 
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have his own yoke liifhtoncd in some respect. Now what 
makes the burden heavy is simply the unwilling spirit Let 
us get from Christ a cheerfully submissive spirit; let «3 learn 
from him not to quarrel with our appointed lot; and, on the 
instant, by virtue of this inward change, our burden loses a 
vast deal of its weight. Christ had a burden that would have 
flunk him to a most speedy grave, if it had not been for his 
meekness and lowliness of heart. And if we are like him in 
these characteristics, it will make comparatively little differ- 
ence what the burden laid upon us is; it will be found light. 

Again, the oppressive thing to most men is that they have 
to meet the responsibilities of life, alone. But Christ reveals 
hiras«lf to believers as bearing the yoke of life with them; 
their true yoke-fellow. 

April 23— "Draw nigh lo God."— Jamea iv. S. 

There are too many, even among those reputed Christians, 
who seem never to have drawn nigh to God. They have a 
certain reverence for him, and occupy themselves considerably 
with the doing of his will. But they do not seem to have 
ever entered into the holy of holies, and beheld the peculiar 
manifestations of God. They remain at a certain distance, and 
think it reverential perhaps so to do. But true reverence will 
not allow us to slight any means of becoming fitted to glorify 
God. By drawing nigh to God, we are brought under the 
power of his perfections, and become subject to his most potent 
influences. He that is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than the greatest of the ancient prophets; and there is 
no reason why we should not draw nigh as Abraham did when 
he heard that Sodom was to be destroyed ; as Moses did when 
he saw the burning bush ; and when he went up into the 
mountain to be alone with the glory of God ; as Isaiah did in 
the temple, and as Daniel and others did. The Son of 6od 
ever oflers to accompany us into the presence of the divine 
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mdjcsty, and to sustain us in the int»?rvicw ; wherefore we need 
not fear to go. 

But how shall we draw nigh to God? What is meant by 

There is a great deal that is shadowy and dubious about the 
coramuDion that many have with God. They have no such 
consciousness of having met and conversed with God, as they 
have of their communications with men. There has been no 
Ijright and animating manifestation of God to their souls. 
They have not felt the power of his present majesty; nor 
liave his divine perfections taken bold upon them as by a spe- 
cial revelation. They know that God is revealed in his word 
as gracious and merciful towards the race of nnn ; but they 
have not considered that it is the province of faith to single 
out the believer, and bring him by himself into the presence 
of bis maker. He is to enter info peculiar and well under- 
stood rclationH to God. God is his God, he is the child of 
God ; and thei e mnst be a conscious acquaintjince and intimacy 
quite distinct from the general goodness of God towards man- 
kind. In order that we may draw nigh to God, we must be- 
come utterly dissatisfied with, the vague sort of coinniunion 
that so many are content with. We must resolve to be satisfied 
with nothing less than the bright sliiuing of the divine pres- 
ence upon our individual soui. We mast believe it attainable, 
and resolve to attain it at whatsoever cost. 

Having begun to seek it earnestly, we shall perhaps experi- 
ence many disappointments. The word of God unfolds itself, 
it is true, more richly fo our souls than once it did ; and we 
get juster conceptions of bim. But the bright and soul-ele- 
vating discovery of bim himself, we do not obtain. The 
more we seek, however, the more we perceive the importance 
of what we seek ; and feel that life without this conscious 
union of the soul with God, is insupportable. We take this 
conviction as an encouragement from on high, fo go on. As 
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we continue striving in prayer we are led to examine ourselves 
earnestly to Bee if there is anything in our way of life that ie 
displeasing to God. We become very scrupulous ; very severe 
with ourselves; we cut off an indulgence here, and an indul- 
gence there; and wonder how we should have formerly been 
so careless. Duties that we had not formerly dreamed of, now 
discover themselves to us ; we find that we were before very 
ill acquainted with the will of God. These discoveries per- 
haps only make us the more unhappy. For we feel that wo 
need a strength such aa we have not, in order to live the life 
we are called to. More and more we see the absolute necessity 
of drawing nigh to God and strengthening ourselves in the 
consciousness of our indissoluble union with him in Christ. 
Finally, in some hour long to be remembered, there falls dowa 
as it were a great vail, and with joy unspeakable we behold the 
light of God's countenance, are made glad by the assurance 
deeply buried in the soul, that an Almighty friend accompa- 
nies us along the journey of life. 



Apeil 29.— " Metcy shallije built up forever."— Psalm liixii. 2. 

" Forty centuries look upon you," said Bonaparte to his sol- 
diers, pointing to the pyramids. Compared with the ordinary 
structures of man, these are immense, massive, enduring. Yet 
all the monuments of men are built upon leased ground, and 
with borrowed materials. They must vanish away. Another 
monument is to be reared ; a monument to the mercy of God. 
Nothing less than the entire length and breadth of the earth 
will suffice for its foundation. Evot the sea must be dried up 
to make room for it. 

Of course the paltry monumcnis of man must disappear 
when the time comes for tlie completion of this magnificent 
Btrueture. It is already begun. The foundations have been 
dug in some places. The chief corner-stone has been laid, and 
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SO haye tlie iirst and the second tiera of fit<ines connected with 
the foundation. The stakes have been set up that indicate ita 
dimensions. Laborers are at work in many quarries. The 
mountains are heaving. The bowels of the earth prepare to 
surrender their stores. A fiat has gone forth, heeded by some, 
by many not heard, declaring that everything in heaven and 
on earth is to he held in readiness for any exigency connected 
with this building. It is to be the most glorious edifice that 
the universe ever beheld. The light of it is fo flash upon the 
most distant worlds, and give them a glory that they never had 
before. The central sun will find itself eclipsed by the efful- 
gence streaming from this monument. The boldest concep- 
tions of those who began the Tower of Babel, were utterly 
childish in comparison with this structure that is to rear its 
head far aloft above the highest mountains, far above the high- 
est clouds, up, up among the stars, indeed far above all stars; 
nor will any finite admeasurement ever determine its height. 
This monument contains the mansions of the elect. It is 
the Palace of the Lamb. Its stones are living stones. lU 
pillars bear the image of Christ in living, breathing charac- 
ters. Around the gallery of its dome, is an inscription, whos 
every letter is a host of redeemed beings, all together spelling 
the sentence, " God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son." 



Aphil 30.— "All lier paths we pei«!e."—Prov«rliB iii. It. 

Can I trust thee, Wisdom ? Dost thou tell the whole truth f 
If I embrace this bold guarantee of thine, and commit myself 
to thy paths, is it certain that my course shall be one ot unin- 
lerruptcd and elevated peace ? 

" Walk in my paths, and God will be at peace with thee I 
What an infinite gain is this! Where thou now art, the 
wrath of God, the hostility of the Omnipotent impends over 
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thee. "VVeri all tlie hosts of the universe arnyed igainst (heo, 
they would do thee the merest tiifle of hirm m eouipari&on 
■with what the Almighty by a single sweep of his hand could 
do thee. Destruction from him is not temporal hut eternal; 
not partial, hut total. Were all the hosts of hea\en, earth, 
and hel! against thee, they could not m'ike one hair of thy 
head perish, if God were on tliy side ^\ alk in my pith and 
he is on thy side." 

It must be of course, Wisdom an infinite gam to haic the 
Lord God on our side, and it secras to he certain that they who 
walk in thy path have hiui at peace n ith them Nevertheless, 
I have heard, if I iuista,ke not, that there nre many afflictions 
to the righteous. Is it not thy path that is called a narrow 
path ? la it not said that men must take up their cross to 
walk therein ? What is it that I have read about " persecu- 
tions, afflictions, reproaches, distresses?" Does not thy path 
go down sometimes into dungeons, and into dens of lions f Are 
not fires sometimes kindled to burn those that waik therein ? 

" Nevertheless, all my paths are peace. Were the things 
you have mentioned, esprcssive of the wrath of God, they 
would then militate against my declaration. But they who 
walk in my path are taught by me what peace truly is. They 
learn to find it in the sense of the favor of God, and in the 
assurance that all who love God, must love them, sooner or 
later. So with unvanqnished peace, they bear their cross, 
pursue the narrow path, descend info dungeons, and meet death 
at the stake." 

O Wisdom, pardon my tardy acquiescence. Some doubts 
yet linger. Tears ran down the cheeks of holy men of old, 
night and day, because of those who kept not God's law. Will 
not our hearts bleed in thy paths, over the miseries of the un- 
regenerate multitude? Will not the consciousness of evil ia 
ourselves, war with our peace ? 

" I say not that if you walk imperfecili/ in my ways, yoo 
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Bhal] have perfect peace. I will not show you the evil of your 
own heart, without showing you a fountain opened up for ain 
and for unclean n ess ; and I will not show you themiserieaof the 
world without pointing out the all-adequate grace of God. I 
promise no immunity from tears in my earthly path ; but con- 
solation from a sublime source, and revelations of a divine 
sympathy which the believer will feel that it was better to have 
had than not to have needed." 



MiT 1.—" Save 115, Qoi of our salvatioD."— 1 Chronicles ivi. 35. 

Thou art content to be known by this name, " God of our 
salvation." Viewed in one light, the thing seems an infinite 
wonder; in another light, no wonder. For in the accom- 
plishment of our salvation, thy perfections come out in glorious 
relief, and the whole creation finds itself unspeakably aided in 
the work of making thee known. Letbut one of the redeemed, 
clothed in his full salvation, stand forth in the universe; and 
it will matter Httlc if the heaven and the earth flee away, and 
return no more. For this redeemed sinner is such a monument 
to the power, justice, wisdom, truth, and love of God, that no 
finite being could ever master the entire revelation. 

Thou hast devoted thyself, God of out salvation, thyself 
and all thy resources, to the work of delivering us from all sin, 
from all folly, from all reproach of ignorance, from all cor- 
ruption, from ail misery, and from ail weakness. Thou hast 
so identified thyself with this work which thou hast taken in 
hand, that not to accomplish it would be the extinction of thy 
glory. From thy throne thou must save us who have fled to 
Ihee for refuge through thy Son ; or thou must quit that 
throne. Thou art already known throughout all worlds as tha 
God of our salvation; and invitations to the marriage supper 
of the Lamb, have been carried into all parts of thy dominions. 

Save us, therefore, save us speedily, save us perfectly, sava 
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BS from all relapse into unbelief, and from all remains of un- 
belief; save as from undue deference (« the world ; save ua 
from errors of understanding, and from cheats of the imagina- 
tion ; save us from an inadequate conception of the Gospel 
standard; from resting contented with our attainments; save 
us each day and hour from the particular hindrances of eacV 
day and hour. SaTe us from letting go the hand that was 
pierced for us. 



The contrast really intended here is not between the word 
of God and the grass of the field ; for there are many other 
things to share with Scripture the honor of out-living the 
flowers of earth. In one sense the Bible resembles the grass 
of the field ; if by great efibria the latter be rooted up and cast 
into the fire, much time will not elapse before that same spot 
is seen verdant again with a new growth. And many rulers 
have sought to destroy the crop of Biblea sown in their do- 
minions, but hare spent their strength for nought. The con- 
trast is really between man, his works and his glory, and the 
word of God. Like grass, man shall wither; like the flower, 
his glory shall pass away; but the word of our God endureth 
forever. 

Even so, Isaiah ! The word of God uttered by thee has 
eorae down to us through twenty-five troubled centuries, se- 
renely riding out the storms of every generation, and behold- 
ing the wreck of many empires. Whilst thou wert writing 
thine unnoticed page, stupendous monuments were being 
erected here and there in the world; but ruin has long since 
overtaken these. During seventy generations the providence 
of God has steadily corroborated thy statements, and shown 
that the nations, before God, are nothing, less than nothing 
and vanity. 
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With what avidity would men drink in the intelligence that 
a plant had been discovered whose fruit conferred immortality. 
With what a frantio joj would they precipitate themselves to- 
ward that stray plant of heaven found upon the earth. But 
the word of God really possesses and really eommunicates im- 
mortality. It endures forever, and he who embraces it by 
faith, endures forever. It ia the word of life; and nothing 
shall by any means barm them who have made it their own. 
In the last day, when there shall be a terrific overthrow of the 
pomp, pride, and strength of man, the word of God, so oft 
rejected, so much despised upon the earth, will be seen upon 
the throne of God, and all the friends of that word around 
about the throne. Ye aeologians and rationalists, and all who 
have sought to draw the pen of unhallowed criticism through 
this or that test, how will you stand confounded when you see 
indestructible life and glory belonging to the word of God. 
You will feel as though yon had been detected in an attempt 
to murder angels, beings possessing the life of heaven. 



Mir 3.—" Be not diamftjed, for I am thy flod."— Isaiah x\i. 10. 

There are many things in this stage of existence that are 
calculated to fright the souls of men. They are surrounded 
by dangers. There is hardly anything, no matter how minute 
and to all appearance contemptible, but may in some hour put 
on strength enough to kill us. Many a little insect has taken 
away the life of proud man. Wc do not know but that the 
breath we are now breathing may convey some deadly disease 
to our lungs. Our foot may slip; a blood-vessel may burst; 
a stone may fall upon us; we may get up in our sleep and fall 
from a window; & bone may stick in our throat. Men are 
dying in all these ways. The people of God have other dan- 
gers. They are walking in a narrow path. The God of this 
world is bringing a.l his cunning and all his resources to beai 



,y Google 



152 DAILY MEDITATIONS. 

irpon them, in efforts for their overthrow. Terrible ia the open 
wrath of their enemy; not less formidable the blandishments 
of his disguised agents. The consciousness of sinfulness is 
paralyzing; and the path of duty seems adapted only for one 
a hundred times our superior in constancy, wisdom and power. 
And can it be that there ia one consideration which of 
itself suffices to qualify a believer to look upon all the ills that 
cluster thick around his pathway, and enables him to go victo- 
riously onward to the end? There ia. God is (Ay Gori. 
Thine, if thou hast believed upon his Son. His strength is 
thine; hia wisdom thine; his resources are thine; his vigi- 
lance ia thine ; his omniscience thine. Not that thou becomest 
omniscient or almighty, but these perfections of the Godhead 
are available for thee to the full extent of thy neoessitiea. If, 
then, at any time thou art dismayed, this is the same as saying, 
God is not equal to the difficulties that environ me. I need 
more atrength than he posaesaea, more wiadom, more knowledge. 
I need another God besides him. Oh, utter nothing so dis- 
honoring to the majesty of heaven as this. Beware, and never 



Mat 4. — " I, er«n I, am bo that blotteth oat tb; trunagressiciiii). Tor my 
owQ sake." — Isaiah xliii. 29. 

This language, whether addressed to the partial larael of 
ancient times, or the universa] larael of our times, b appro 
priatc only to one who has been awakened to a true perception 
of his transgressions, and to an earnest, engrossing solicitude 
for pardon. The eyes of such a one have been opened. In 
every page of the word of God he finds some chapter of his 
own past history coming up to view, and exhibiting itself to 
him in an aspect never before witnessed. The commandments 
seem to addreaa him by name ; the denunciations seem winged 
from the throne of God solely for him ; the promises shrink 
baok &om him affrighted. There seem to be not one, but ten 
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thousaul condenimtioiis out against him Where in all the 
unnerve shill he tnd fncnds powLrfu! enough and cordial 
eiioUph to come innvaid and lo plead thdt these dread writs 
slnll he cincclkd^ Ala?' whit oi-T,tory wdl avail here? 
What cunning exiuseh will induce the \lmighty to overlook 
the ^uilt of the Mniit,r at the expense of his own infinite per- 
fectiona? Ihe sinner may have once ima^jined that it was the 
easiest thing to get tlcar ; but he now utterly contemns the help 
of all created beings. No eloquence could lull the storm of 
self-accusation within ; much less appease the righteous indig- 
nation of Him who is greater than his heart. Ah yes ! there 
is an eloquence that here availeth ; but It is that of no created 
being. God manifest in the flesh speakcth from the cross, in 
words of wondrous healing. " I, even I, whose commandments 
thnu hast transgressed, whose benefits thou hast forgotten, who 
cast down the angels, sent the deluge, and overthrew Sodom, 
I, even I, am he that blottcth out thy transgressions." 

Ibr my own sake. The perfections of God which require 
OUT destruction, in the absence of an atonement, require, now 
that Christ has died and we have believed, our deliverance 
from sin and misery, our elevation to glory, our everlasting 
felicity. " The Father is glorified in the Son." Christ is glo- 
rified in us. For his own sake, therefore, he will grant all that 
we Deed. We ask him as it were to put on glory. We ask him 
to enrich himself. We ask him to extend his kingdom, perfect 
his dominion, put on new lustre in the eyes of the universe. 
This is what we ask of him when we ask that our sins may he 
blotted out. In bringing our vile selves to God, we bring 
something infinitely precious. Angels could never he able to 
make up any oflering comparable to this in value. What la 
the offering? It is the opportunity of glorifying himself in 
his SoQ and his Son in us. But if we pray unbelievingly, 
we destroy the opportunity; we east away a pearl intended foi 
the diadem of God. 
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Mat 5.—" Thou art mine."— Isaiah iliii, 1, 

Once thou hadst other proprietors. Sin, self, death, mis- 
ery — these formerly boasted that thou wert theirs. But the 
price I have paid shuts their mouths forever. 

Self is slowest of all to understand this. Thou hast dis- 
tinctly and joyfully recognised the transfer of thyself to me; 
and jet again and again have I seen thee acting as though it 
were siniply an agreeable fiction. Thou hast sometimes lav- 
ished thine affections on objects with which thou hadst no- 
thing properly to do. Tliou hast given thyself to enterprises 
which I had not commissioned thee to prosecute. Thou hast 
refused to go at my bidding, when the sick waited for thee, 
and the prisoner languished. Thou hast suffered the hungry 
to go unfed, and the mourner uncomforted from thy door, 
whither I bad sent them, saying, " He is mine; he will help 
thee, out of the resources which I have placed at his disposal." 
In the day of tribulation, when it pleased thee to put forth my 
band upon that whicli is my own, didst thou not murmur, 
did.st thou not shrink offended from the rude encounter of niy 
providence? What meaneth this? Must my pleasure after 
all, give way to thy pleasure? The intnite price which I 
have paid for thee, is it merely that self may ait upon a more 
royal throne? Nay, thou art mine, and I will put thee in 
whatsoever chamber seems most expedient to me, the chamber 
of sickness, of poverty, of humiliation, ot defamation, of be- 
reavement, of death. 

Thou art mine. Wherefore I give thee the Holj Spirit 
I have appointed thyself as his habitation on the eirtb I 
sanctify thee by the truth. I bestow upon thee mire own im- 
age. I draw thy affections to myself; and teach thee to love 
the saints. I make thee meek and lowly. I make thee meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light. Why should I not ? 
Since I have called thee mine, adopted thee, bestowed on thee 
the family name, recognised thee as one of my nearest rel*- 
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tiona, surely there is nothing inappropriate in the gift to thee 
of the most abundant influences of the Spirit. It would be 
Blrange, if I should acknowledge thee as my own, and jet 
leave thee te walk in thy rags, to drag on a weary life, in spir- 
itual eniaciatioa. 

Thou art mine. Wherefore I cannot think of leaving thea 
forever among sinners. A place ia prepared for thee by Ilim 
that died for thee. Thou must dwell in mansions that have 
never known the contamination of sin. Angels must be thine 
escort Thou shalt go crowned with glory, honor and immor- 
tality ; and shalt shine as the brightness of the firmament for- 
ever and ever. And if any one ask, " Who is this that walk- 
eth in so much state, and is radiant with so much gladness ?— 
let this answer suffice, " That he is mine. It is to my glory 
that all that belongeth to me be glorious and blessed." 



MiY 6.— "And beginning to sink be critd, Lord, save mo."— Matthew 

I thought myself to be strong in faith, and rejoiced in thy 
command to evince that strength. I thought I would show 
how much stronger my faith than that of others; and while 
they abode quietly in tlieir vessel, I would tread the waters 
beneath my feet and hasten unto Jesus. I would put away 
from rae at least the reproach sometimes addressed to us disci- 
ples of being weak in faith. But it was simple presumption. 
Now that the waves lift up themselves around about me, say- 
ing, " Jesus we know, but who art thou j*" and threaten me 
with the full force of that majesty with which God has invested 
them, I find my supposed faith vanishing. Death himself has 
seized mo by my feet, and is dragging me down to a horrible 

Lord, save me ! Higher than these waves arise the 
thoughts of my past folly and sinfulness. A light seems to 
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flash along the multituclinous pages of past history, bringing 
into strongest ri lief the instances of waywardness, passion, self- 
will, neglect of instruction, pride and unbelief I eee myself 
as I never saw myself; and I see that the light in which I 
now stand revealed, is the very light in which my Lord has 
long sought to exhibit me to myself I only now am learn- 
ing a lesson that has been held up before me a thousand 

liorH, save me, for I sink ! I acknowledge, I feel, my help- 
lessness. Thou mightest, indeed, etiil keep thine eye fixed on 
my past exhibition of independence towards God ; and instead 
of my present cry, thou might«st justly hear former exclama- 
tions, contemning salvation. Oh ! hear them not, remember 
them not. In this tumult of the waves it seems as though 
they were clamorous, those former utterances of an unbelieving 
and ungodly heart; clamorous more than ever to ho heard in 
this very moment; and as though my poor present cry out of 
the depth could not possibly make its way to thee. Neverthe- 
less, save me. Save me from going down into the pit. 

Thou wilt say unto me perhaps, " If I save thee in this 
hour, what assurance have I that thy former mind will not re- 
turn to thee ? If I pluck thee from this death, wilt thou not 
soon be rushing again, in thy presumptuous Bclf-confidence, 
along the path of death ?" Well, Lord, thou must find the 
assurance in thyself — in thy power not only to save me from 
this horrible abyss, but from future dereliction, from a vain 
heart, from unbelief and self-dependence. Save me from all. 



May I. — "Though he was rich, yet for yout ankosj he beotime poor." — 
i CoTinthiaDS viii. 9. 

Worlds, as countless as the sands of the sea-shore, were ha, 
and innumerable sovereignties lay low at his feet. Tell off the 
Bum of what he renounced, world by world, host by host, and 
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a life would not sufSce. Supposw; the renunciation gradual, 
and watch it from tbe throne of the universe. You would see 
the suns of least magnitude, the heavens of greatest distance 
vanishing one by one, very rapidly, from the face of the uni- 
verse ; worlds of greater magnitude following them intfl night ; 
great spaces would begin to appear on the outskirts of crea- 
tion; faster and faster the mighty dominions of God would flee 
away from the sceptre of the Son of God ; at length he would 
be left alone with our system; finally, with our earth. He is 
yet King of kings, and Lord of lords. But now he leaves the 
throne of his glory; and infinitely descending, shines for an 
instant among the archangelio dignities; is presently spen 
among cherubim ; then passes downward with an expiring 
glory, through powers and prineipalitiei. Vanishing from 
the heavens, he is seen on earth, not in the iikenesiS of an an- 
gel, but as a man. He traverses the exalted ranks of human- 
ity, and refuses fo tarry in them ; nor does renunciation begin 
to find its limits, unti! he has found for himself an abiding 
place as a Nazarcne carpenter, the son of a carpenter. He 
enters on his ministry, and has not where to lay his head ; re- 
ceives with gratitude a cup of cold water; is made of so little 
reputation that he is accused uf being in league with Satan, is 
denounced as a blasphemer, and an enemy of religion. 

Thus poor did he become. Wherefore ? For your sakea. 
That his example might take hold upon your consciences, and 
lead you to follow in this path of renunciation. He teaches 
you, like him, to lay aside glory, honor and power, wealth and 
comfort. But what glory have you, the very dregs of creation, 
to renounce? The thing is this. In departing from God you 
have made for yourselves a world of delusion, and constituted 
yourselves lord of that world. You have put yourselves in 
the place of God, as the lawgiver of yourselves; you have put 
your honor in the place of God's, and desired to have the 
whole creation enraptured with yourself, rather than God; yet 
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were urgent to have all things declare jour glury, rather than 
his. KenouQce then, oh ! renounce this usurped dignity, and 
the wealth that you have chosen to call yours. Follow the 
example of Christ, and become poor. This is needful in order 
that suhsequcntly, through his poverty, you may be made rich. 
You must be changed into his image at the foot of the ladder, 
and then shall you ascend it with him, even the very ladder 
by whose multitudinous steps he came from his sublime throne 
to earth. 

May 8.— "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him."— PsB-Im 
xxiii'. 6. 

Who was this poor man ? Let us see if we can find out ; if 
we can ascertain the characteristics of those poor people whom 
6od so honorably mentions in his word. 

Mere penury of worldly goods is not a sufficient titJe, He 
must be poor in spirit — poor contentedly. Hia must be a 
spirit cheerfully acquiescent in the allotments of God — with 
all that he is reputed to have, placed unreservedly at his dis- 
posal ; sensible that he is not even his own, but bought with a 
price; his abilities and opportunities, his time and influence, 
his Boul and body, his tongue and pen, solemnly deeded to 
God. This poor man has no strength of his own. He is poor 
even in virtue, very poor; poor in wisdom. And so if you Ha- 
ten at his window, you will find him in the still hours, earn- 
estly laboring in prayer that he may have given him strength, 
virtue and wisdom. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him. So the cry 
of this poor man is in reality a key by which he can unlock 
treasury afler treasury of things beyond all price. 



Mat 9.— "In thj preseop* is fullness of joy."— Psolm ivi. li. 

In the place where there is nothing to hinder the full \ 
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ccption of tlie glory of God, there is fullness of joy. The most 
we can do in this world is to get & conception, faint at the 
bftst, of beatific joy. As we perceive the presence of him who 
once became manifest in our nature, loved us and washed ua 
from our sins in his own blood, we esperienee joy unspeakable; 
but we cannot describe our experience as fullness of joy, with 
out declaring that the company of the ungodly is as blessed as 
that of angels; the sense of imperfection as sweet as that of 
perfection; ignorance as good as consummate knowledge; lia 
bility to temptation as enviable a state aa that of inviolable 
security. If we have here the presence of God, we have hero 
also the presence of a great deal that is inimical to the glory 
of God. Creation groans beneath this, and day and night 
criefh out, " How long, Lord, how long ?" It waits for the 
nla^ifeBtatio^ of the sons of God, which will be the manifesta- 
tion of God ; for the descent of the new Jerusalem, which will 
be the advent of our expected Lord ; for the new heaven and 
the new earth, wherein dweileth righteousness, even the Lord 
of righteousness with his righteous ones. Then all that now 
prohibits the full revelation of the Redeemer's glory, will Lave 
been burnt up. 

In that world of perfection to which we aspire, our eyes 
shall not be able to light upon anything that is not filled with 
all the fullness of God. All beings, all objects there, will be, 
as it were, reservoirs charged with the perpetual fulfilling of 
our joy j and nothing can be withdrawn from the cistern of our 
experience without the eagerly proffered supplies of innumer- 
able fountains. The desire of Christ, that his joy may he full- 
filled in us, will there be realized. Tlie bliss of God himself 
will be drunk in by the infinite one whose name is Love, 
through OUT experiences Having the image of God, we shall 
have his felicity. 
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May 10.—" Bo»at not thyself of to-niotrow."— Proycrhs iivii, 1, 
How surprising the infatuation of man, in that while he 
despises and abuses the j*ifts of God actually bestowed, he 
makes sure of gifts to come. He makes havoc of to-daj, as a 
child makes havoc of some valuable book fallen within its 
leacli, and confidently expects that there shall be given to him 
a morrow, and a long series of morrows. While ho, on earth, 
is busy with the transgression of God's commands, and with 
casting contempt on the authority of God, God, in heaven, is 
to be busy in prolonging the comfort, and giving all success lo 
the unsanctified purposes of this rebel. He calculates on the 
subserviency of the elements, and even of the Lord of the 
elements, to his paltry will. 

Far be this from thee, man of God I While God is giving 
one inestimable boon, even the present with all its inherent 
wealth, snatch no bou an h f om the throne of thy bene- 
factor. The on]_ p p n f the niorrow, is the right use 
of to-day. The one n he h nda of the builder must be put 
in its place and fi «d o e another. The morrow comes 
for nought, if to-day is no h d d. Neglect not the call that 
comes to thee th s d y, he 11 humble thyself on account 
of many sins and follies, to break away from unprofitable ties, 
to look upon the poor around thee, lo speak unto thy impeni- 
tent neighbor, to hunger and thirst after righteousness, to set 
thy love purely upon God; for such neglect is nothing else 
than boasting thyself of to-morrow. 



Miv 11.— "Lord, lavsus: wo perish."- Matthew Tiii. 25. 

The disciples, we may suppose, had embarked with the Lord 
Jesua in that vessel, with a feeling of great confidence, and 
with the anticipation of a delightful sail over the familiar wa- 
ters of that lake. Upon that lake most of them had spent 
the chief part of their time from childhood ; and under almost 
no circumstances would they be likely to experience a feeling 
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of fear. Now all things conspired to tranquilize their spirits. 
Uehold them, aa the sun sinks over the hills beyond Capernaum, 
and a gentle brRcae wafta them over the placid waters; they 
are grouped here and there upon the vessel, souie communing 
witli the Lord Jesus of the \yorka and ways of God, others 
relating to the sailors and passcngera the wonderful things that 
Christ had performed. The sun sets; night steals quietly on; 
the moon and the stars appear. The Lord Jesus, fatigued with 
Special labors, lies down and sleeps ; and perhaps the last words 
that visit his ear are expressions of confidence uttered by his 
disciples. His human soul sleeps, but not the Divine Spirit 
that dwelt in him ; otherwise the orbs of heaven would have 
U d st'U nay, the heaven and the earth would have fled away, 
ad he 1 p of death seiKcd upon all created things. He 
la k pe h Israel sleepeih not. Presently clouds, black 
I u 1 m rushing over the face of the sky, and a strange 
s und s heard coining over the waters. The sailors start up 
nap nd anxiety. But the disciples are heard saying, 

" There is no danger ; Christ is on board ; he must live, and 
so we cannot die. He has power over the elements ; they can- 
not hurt a hair of our head." The entire face of the sky ia 
now shrouded in darkness ; winds from various quarters rush 
iu quick succession down upon the waters; these Hft them- 
selves up in mighty billows ; the vessel becomes unmanageable ; 
each wave, as it tosses her on high, seems to say, " What doest 
thou here, oh thou frail and paltry thing of man's handicraft, 
in the presence of God's sublime agencies and ministers? 
What is man but a rebel ? his life but a vapor ? his work but 
vanity ? It is a fearful thing to fall into the hand of the liv- 
ing God ; and that hand is everywhere." Desolation and an- 
guish take possession of the souls of those on board. The 
mariners say, "Never did we behold anything hke this; no 
boat can outlive this." " But Jesus is on board," timidly reply 
the disciples. " Be he who he may," say somej " destruction 
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hath taken hold of us, and there is no possible deliverance." 
Others look at the disciples, saying to themselves, " If they 
fear not, then there is yet hope." But alas ! they see them 
soon give way to consternation. As the waters descend mora 
and more ponderously on the frail boat, their faith dies out. 
They feel it expiring and say, " We have no fiiith, and there- 
fore we perish," and immediately their faitli expires. Then 
they hasten to Jesus. " Carest thou not that we perish ?" 

Oh ! strangely tempered disciples ! Afraid of the winds 
and waves, and yet not afi-aid to address such a stigmatizing 
word as this to the Lord Jesns? And are all his post works 
and suffering in vain ? Do you still doubt bis care ? Jesus 
awakes, and the only thing that he beholds is the unbelief of 
his disciples; his ear tells bim not of the fury and rack of 
the elements, but of the guilty fears of his Galilean friends. 
And his first reproof is for them. He lets the storm rage on 
mirebuked, until he has rebuked the agitation of their souls. 
And now they perceive that a most precious opportunity of 
signalizing their faith in Christ had been given, and given in 
vain. The elements had been let loose that their faith might 
gain a victory, and go on to perfection. The progress of or- 
dinary months might have been made in an hour, had they 
been watchful. When will they understand that this matter 
of the education of faith is the most important thing going 
on under the sun ? The school of faith is a school in which 
we are advancing, lesson by lesson, to a condition where the 
glory of God shall be perpetually revealed to the soul. 



May 12.— " Although tha fig-treB shall not blossom, neillier shall fmil 
be in Ihe vinea ; tho Isljor of the olive shall fail, and Ihe fields shall yield 
no meat; the fiock eball be eut olT from the fold, and there shall he no 
herd in the stalls: jet I will ryoice in the Lord, I will joy in the Ood of 
my flalvatLoD."— Hahakkuk iii. 17, 18. 

This is a noble utterance, Habakkuk I Thou hast surely 
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read the boot of Job, and art echoing that great word of his 
— " Though the Lord slay me, yet will I trust in him " Thou 
believest that the love which Uod has towards us, rciti upon 
some more soHd evidence than the temper il beneflta which he 
bpsttiwa upon vs ; upon evidence 10 satisfactoi y, so unirapedch- 
nble, that even if the greatly-proapered servant of God saw 
his flocks and herds rapidly perish, his merchandize carried 
off by robbers or consumed bj fire, his houses and lands con- 
fiscated by unjust power, his gold and silv«r fraudulently taken 
from him, his friends alienated, his name beclouded, his person 
imprisoned, hia health impaired, his appetite vitiated, his sight 
extinguished, his utterance impeded, he would still have occa- 
sions of undying and fervent gratitude, motives for joy un- 
speakable, a foundation for peace which pasaeth a!l under- 
standing. 

Thanks be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne for the 
innumerable avenues by which the expressions of his goodness 
come to us ; but oh, while we adore him for these, let ua feel 
that he has placed the great truth of hia love toward us sin- 
ners, once for all, upon an inviolable basis; so that though the 
day, as it passes, may or may not have particular tokens of 
his goodness to impart, that goodness can in no Wise be ques- 
tioned. 

It is most likely, Habakkuk, that God took thee at thy 
word ; and in some surprising way gave thee an opportunity 
of evincing thy singleness of heart toward him ; and that thou 
now wearest some peculiar crown of honor and felicity in con- 
sequence of that proof given. 



Mir 13.—" 1 am ihe light uf the world,"— John viii. 12. 

What a wonderful consciousness was this for one that saw 
his life gliding rapidly away in an obscure corner of the world, 
among a despised class of persons, and knew that a cross was 
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prepared for him at the eapit*!. Knowing that the light of 
life ia to go forth from him, from him alone, to all nations, 
peoples, and languages, how adniirable is the quiet, unhasting 
humility that enables him to sit down among the poorest and 
meanest of earth, occupy himself with all their cares and so- 
licitudes, heal their diseases, correct their errors, embraee their 
infant children, partake of their humble meals, and listen in 
their synagogues ! He knew that he was to be the sun of all 
the world, bathe the continents in light, and create new heavens 
and new earth for the more effectual manifestation of his un- 
imagined glory. Yet he could converse in a strain of perfect 
tranquility with the Samaritan woman at the well, and could 
go about Jerusalem looking for the poor man whom the Ffaar- 
iaees had put out of the synagogue. 

This is something that should never be forgotten when we 
read the Gospel ; and the wonder is that it does not more at- 
tract the attention of men. The evidence of Christ's humility 
and contcntcdness of spirit, rests upon the surest foundation ; 
all his actions and his mode of life declare that he was at home 
among the poor and needy of earth, and sought not great things 
for himself; but there drop from his lipa at times, expressions 
that indicate the perfect and abiding consciousness that he is 
to sit down upon the throne of this world, and fill it with the 
effulgence beaming from his countenance. Before the high 
priest and Pilate he was as a lamb led to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb so he opened not his 
mouth ; and it was only with the greatest difficulty that they 
coull force him once to speak and to disclose the sublime con- 
sciousness that was in him, by a reference to his future coming 
in the clouds of heav;n and in the glory of God, to take com- 
n of the world. 
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Mav 14.— "ITb hath not despised nor olihorrcd tt.; afflitlioii of tho af- 
flioi(!d."_Piftlm xxii. 2i. 

This is said with reference to the allegations of the men 
who stood around the cross of Christ. They tffinned that 
God evidently despised the sufferer, and so far from sympa- 
thizing with him in his affliction, abhorred hint as a deceiver, 
and was glad to have men execute their indignation with un- 
chastened severi'y. " It is beyond all question," said they, 
" that the Lord is against him. He has delivered him into 
our hands, notwithstanding aJl th^ reluctance of Pilat* and 
the attachment of his disciples; and in every way is aiding 
us to fill the cup of his anguish and to pour contempt upon 
him. The Lord himself is smiting him; and we ai'e simply 
falling iu with the current of his providences." 

Otlen, most often, the same language has been used by the 
persecutors of Christ's people. They have averred that God 
was delivering these into their hands to be tormented, impri- 
soned, defamed, and burnt. God brought forth in due time 
the evidence that he had not despised nor abhorred the afflic- 
tion of that afflicted one. There was evidence abundant in 
the character, the words, and works of Christ that God could 
not be indifferent to his sufferings; but a carnal world could 
not see this evidence. By the resurrection of Jesus, the bap- 
tism of the Apostles, the love of the Church, and the spread 
of the Gospel, evidence of an imposing kind has been given 
The experience of every sinner that believes on Christ, from 
its beginning onward through eternity, teems with evidence 
that the Father sympathized with the sufferer of Calvary. 
Every instance of a fulfilled promise, repeats this evidenct!. 

Mat 15.— "Who is a Sod like unto thee, that pnrdoneth iDiquilyF"— • 
Mioflh Tii. IS. 

There is a little fiock who are acquainted with God; are SO 
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Far acquainted with his essential perfections, and see so much 
of his glory in Christ, that God is not ashamed to be knowa 
as their God, and to have it understood among the angels of 
heaven that the members of this flock do know him. But 
viewing these as exceptional, innumerable conceptions of God 
possess tho minds of men ; to express it otherwise, innumera- 
ble gods of widely different characters exist in the conceptions 
of men, and frown upon the only true God. " righteous 
Father, the world hath not known thee," said Christ; but the 
world angrily asserts thaj it knows him very well. Every 
natural man has his deity, whom he prefers to the God of the 
Bible ; and conversion is just consenting that the true God 
shall be God, and the god of one's fancy be annihilated. Men 
have the highest idea of tjielr own faculty of bodying forth 
the true God, and look 'with proud disdain upon what seem to 
them the bungling attempts of Scripture. One boasts that 
his God has made no decrees concerning the salvation of par- 
ticular persona. Another that his God saves all that are bap- 
tized. Another that bis God finds much merit in man. The 
Ood of another will actually save all. 

But almost all these gods of men's devising, agree in one 
respect. They make light of man's iniquity. They entertain 
no sterner view of it than man himself, man the sinner, ordi- 
narily entertains. Of course they are ready to forgive itj for 
it is a light thing. 

When, however, men begin to come to the knowledge of 
the true God, then their iniquity rises from its tomb in all its 
dread proportions, and the dread spectre lil^ its head to tlie 
skies, stretches out its hands to the East and to the West, 
blots out creation from their view, and bids them come with it 
to the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone. Their for- 
mer God is fled into everlasting night; and all their for- 
mer ronceptions of divine grace, though multiplied a million 
times, would fait short of that grace which tbey now see to be 
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required. l\'h:it shall they do? Perish? No, says jod; 
look unto the cross, know nij grace, and live. Then from an 
amazed heart Cometh the ejaculation. Who la a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniijuity ? 



Mav 18.—" EvBrj good gift and evarj perfect gift ia from nbOTo." — 
James L IT. 

Temptation is not of Ood. What constitutes a thing tempt- 
ing is something in the man or woman that looks upon it, 
namely, a disposition more or less active to transgress, and take 
what ia forbidden. The fruit is suspended on the tree for an 
admirable purpose; namely that men niay have an opportunity 
of evincing their fidelity towards God, and thus may obtain a 
crown of life. The same thing is to one man a temptation, to 
another a good gift of God, by means of which his walk of 
righteousness is made more steadfast and honorable. What- 
ever Cometh down from above ia good, unesceptionably good; 
whatever evil thing exists, it has its origin elsewhere. Sin is 
the devourer of the gifts of God, and the uncompromising 
enemy of his beneficence. 

It is not enough that God has created a thing. Has h» 
given it to you, to me, is the question. His gifts are perfect — 
that is, all their tendencies are good. And if we find some of 
the tendencies of certain things are not good, we may conclude 
that this is not one of God's gifts to us. 

But all gifts are useless, if we have not the gift of the Holy 
, Ghost. By this we are enabled rightly to judge of other 
things called gifts, and to know which are really sent us from 
above. Without this we know not the proper use of anything, 
and are sure to appropriaUj heaven's bounties to inferior ends. 
We are to covet earnestly the best gifts. We are often per- 
mitted to make our choice among the collections of precious 
things on eshihition around us. Now, the wise man will say, 
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These are all very good, but the blessing connected with each 
one depends upon the character of the chooser and the cir- 
cumstances in whicli it is to be used ; I need to know which 
among all these will be of highest profit to nic; and this by 
my own wisdom I cannot know ; wherefore I ask God to tell 
me which is the perfect gift designed for me. 

Innumerable objects of luxury attract the attention even of 
the Christian, in this day; and he is ready to say, " My father 
hath bestowed these; let me take them in all gratitude." But 
first ask thy Father, if these be the best, the perfect gifts; if 
thy circumstances and thy profession make these most de- 



love, I rebuke t, 


ndohostcn; ho icalous th( 


Hand nt the doo 


r and knook : if wij' man h 


■, I Bill cumc i 


D to him and nill cap n 



As many as I love. Is this the voice which has just been 
giving expression to such intensity ot holy disgust? 'Viell 
may we marvel at the modulations of which jt is suBceptible. 
Ah, if there had not been love somewhere m thy heart, thou 
wouldst not have threatened the Laodiceans with ii;nomiuiou3 
ejection, but wouldst have cast them forth without any words of 
condescending reproach. Thou sawe^t how thit confusion and 
alarm were being borne by thy words to their hearts, and how 
they began to exclaim, " Whither shall we flee from his pres- 
ence? Who shall stand before him? For the day of his 
wrath is come." Thy woids were mighty to tear down the 
palace of delight in which they bad enshrined themselves; to 
tear it down for some at least. Even among these Laodiceans 
were some who had no idea of parting with Christ; and who, 
OS soon as they saw that thej had been building for themselves 
an edifice that Christ approved nut, looked upon it with detes- 
tation, and loathed themselves for their inconsiderateuesa ; 
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they were appalled at the tlious;lit that Christ ha<l perhaps 
had enough of thorn and had ca=t them clean off forever. So 
powerfully indeed was this view impressed upon them by the 
discovery of their folly, that they were fast giving way (« a 
conviction that hope and they had parted company eternally 
But the Saviour draws them from the hrink of despair with 
the cords of love. " Aa many as I love, I rebuke and ebastcn ; 
be zealous, therefore, and repent." 

Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we persuade men : The 
love of Christ constraineth us. To those that are lukewarm, 
both the language of stem rebuke and the language of encour- 
agement are necessary. Without experience of his indigna- 
tion, they will derive no profit from the eshibition of his Jove. 
Too many churches, perhaps, derive no benefit from the 
preaching of Christ's love; from week to week, and from year 
to year, they only sink deeper in their spiritual apathy. They 
need to be brought acquainted with Christ's glance of fire, and 
to get their own indignation against themselves kindled by his 
indignation. There is nothing like the mingled indignation 
and love of the Saviour, for inspiring the soul with a genuine 
zeal to do his will. The indignation does not diminish the 
love, for it is the indignation of love, of wounded love. And 
when the heart has begun to burn with a steady zeai, then the 
indignation may withdraw into the past, and be looked at by 
memory, and the soul's uninterrupted experience be of love. 

Well for us, if we allow ourselves to hear the chastening re- 
buke of Christ contained in his word, and do not constrain him 
to clothe it in afflictive providences. Let us beware how we 
hide our conscience from the light of any portion of God's 
truth. At the door of many how long does Jesus stand and 
knock, while they hear not. They read, from time to time, 
the very words which espress his deep dissatisfaction with the 
iniquity which they are regarding in their hearts; read, hear, 
but never diseera the voice of Christ addressed to themselves. 
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"When in a rougher fashion he at lenj^th knocks at their door 
thej become aware that such a forcible appeal haa been made 
necessary by their strange and long-protracted spiritual deaf- 
It is the office of conscience to rebuke. It does this, not as 
the enemy of the soul, but as the guardian of the soul's highest' 
interest. It has, however, participated in the general ruin of 
our nature; and seldom speaks as the sincere servant of truth. 
But Christ is formed in us the hope of glory. Our conscience 
puts on Christ. The great need of the Christian is, that 
Christ and his conscience should be identified; that the rebuke 
of his conscience may ever be the rebuke of Christ. To this 
end let him give utmost heed to such rebukes ; and by cords 
of love enchain his whole nature to the new Christ-conscience 
coining forth from the sepulchre of his dead nature. 



Having had a taste of the power of these o 
look disconsolately around, much desiring, but little hoping, 
that a deSiverer may appear. We discover some, perhaps, who 
escel in virtue. But we see at once that they can never med- 
icine us to that sweet peace which they themselves possess. 
They may instruct; but we need something more than instruc- 
tion ; there ia that within us which laughs at instruction, hu- 
man or divine. If some angels would only come and tarry 
with us for a season ; but alas ! they would stand for a moment 
aghast, and then spread their swiftest wings for the regions 
where God reigns. They may sustain the believer, so that lie 
dash not his foot against a stone, but they have no power ade- 
quate for the creation of a believer out of an unbeliever. Cre- 
ation ! — this is the word — to be taken to pieces, as it were; re- 
duced to nothingness, and then made to live, a new creature. 

This is no mere speculation. The Creator consents to cre- 
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ate us over again. He takes us to the cross, and lifting up hia 
hand to heaven, svreara that if we consent to die there, we shall 
surely live there, and our new life shall be the participated life 
of Him who knew no sin. We shall rise in the image of God. 
Tf we have boldness to be crucified with Christ, happy are we. 

ile subdues our iniquities, then, by making us despair of 
ever subduing them ourselves.^ — By pointing out to us some 
trophies of his power, some incorrigible Peters, some wrathfu 
Pauls, who have bcea emancipated by hia act.— By convincinf, 
US of hia willingness to take our foes in hand. — By giving us a 
conception of his marvelous love shown to sinners, in the sur- 
render of his only-begotten.— By giving us, through faith, a 
heavenly experience of that love. We feast upon it, and our 
enemies are not. They are gone without a battle. 

Why should there ever be anything more? The enemies 
flee far and fast : one, however, remains crouching in the dark, 
unseen — mutability; and in due time the others return, hoping 
that their friend may have an opportunity of re-admitting 
them. Then there are sad conflicts ; and we wonder if, after 
all, our iniquities are to abide unsubdued- We learn eventu- 
ally that before their absolute subjugation, it is in many re- 
spects necessary that we should have an accurate acquaintance 
with them, an utter detestation of them, a most watchful habit 
of faith with respect to them. We learn, in fact, that the per- 
petuity of salvation is connected with the perpetuity of fiiith. 
It is merely because of the imperfection and slumber of faith 
that they ever venture to re-appear. They know very well 
that we have no more of God than we have of fiiith. 



MsY 19.—" The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and will not 
at all acquit th« wiokad."— Kahum i. 3. 

Because the Lord is slow to anger, men suppose that they 
have nothing to apprehend from his anger. But, indeed, his 
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anger is only the more terrible, because it m alow. He is alow 
to anger; this shows that his anger ia something different from 
ythat we call anger. It ia not aa impulse ; but moves with the 
utmost possible deliberation. 

It would be of the greatest advantage to men if thej would 
just take knowledge that the goodness of God expressed in 
the innumerable gifta of Providence that strew their paths, is 
not complacency, but suspended wrath. They lie down and 
sleep; in the morning they awake, give a careless thought to 
the circumstance that God has watched over them, and go 
their way. They embark in many enterprises, and meet with 
success. Comforts, honoi^, advantages, pour in from many 
quarters. Why ? The reason is, say they, that God is well 
pleased with us. The question then arises, " Who is this God 
that daily fetches out of his treasury things, new and old, to 
bestow on hoary-headed sinners, whose life is dedicated to in- 
iquity ? What are we to think of a God who pays the salaries 
of the servants of Satan, and affords them facilities for doing 
his infamous will f " You know not God. He bestows upon 
you providential kindnesses, because be would attract yon to 
his kingdom against which you are now in revolt ; because he 
would have you hear the word of his grace, and escape the up- 
lifted bolt of his vengeance. He prolongs the day of mercy, 
because he knows there is for you a lake of unquenchable fire, 
an eternity of woe. 

It would be a fearful impeachment of the power of God, if 
the sinner, abiding in transgression, should after all come off 
victorious. Tran^ession is the assumption of power greater 
than that of God. Weak and contemptible is that legislator 
whose laws may be broken with impunity. Hetter a thousand 
times that he should make no laws at all. The sinner now for 
a while cajoles himself with the idea that he is greater than 
God; that he can contemn the commandments of God. But 
God is as great in power as he is in long-suffering; and tba 
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imagined victory of maa only prepares the way for the sub- 
iimer victory oi' God. 



Mav 20,— "I am the good shephard, and know my sheep."— John 1. 1*. 

Thou art indeed the good shepherd; but we must acknow- 
ledge that there ofien iippears in us something that looks very 
much like a denial of this truth. Believing thee to be the 
good shepherd, why are we sometimes so slow to follow thee f 
Whv do ,wc ever doubt that thy commandments are better 
than our own conceits ? Why murmur at the niggedness of 
thy path ? Why look with wistful eyes at the pastures which 
thou forbiddest ? We name thee the good shepherd ; but is 
there not some hypocrisy m the joy with which we do it? 
Ihe words ire familiar to our lips, but our lives bear an am- 
biguous teistimony 

If an enemy should overcome us take away our armor in 
^*hich we trusted and command us to follow him; fear might 
constrain us to do so but we should take every opportunity 
of lagging behind , we should follow afar off; we should be 
eier glancing to the ri<,ht hand and to the left in search of 
B me solace, we shjuld go as far as wi, dared in by-paths; we 
Bhould look wistfully to the sunny faelds of liberty in the dis- 
tance , we sliould go elon Ij whi n our enemy called ; we should 
du sullenly whit he commanded Has Christ any such disci- 
ples f Will he trouble himself loi^ wjth those who cleave to 
him chiefly through fiar / These arc the greatest reproach to 
him. They stigmatize bim fearfully 'Vi hatever their mouth 
may say, their conduct aj^serts him to be the bad shepherd. 

Let me honor thee, Lord and m all my ways proclaim 
thee the good shepherd by doing cheerfully all thy will, not 
setting aside tho'-e precepts of the Gospel that have fallen into 
disuse in the Church, but e\er acting upon the conviction that 
each jol and tittle of what thou hast uttered has a relation to 
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my well-being aa intimate as the breath that visits mj lungs 
Whatever others may do, let me not pretend to know myself 
better than thou knowesfc me; by supposing that thou hast 
overrated my capacity in the tasks thou hast assigned, or ua- 
derrated my necessity in the good things thou hast bestowed, 
or ignored my urgency when the answer to prayer is long de- 

Hj.r 21.— "The eacth shall be filled with the knonledge of the glor]' 
of the Lord, aa the waters coier the Bea."— Uabakkuk ii. li. 

The world with all its wisdom has not yet reached the plat- 
form where this humble servaat of God stood more than two 
thousand years ago. But indeed, others had stood there before 
him. Isaiah had stood there and heard the song of the ser- 
aphim. Moses had stood there nearly a thousand years before, 
and heard the asseveration of the divine majesty, " As I live, 
all the earth shall be filled with my glory," It is the fiishion 
with many to despise the stand-point of the ancient Israelites; 
nevertheless, it was the stand-point from which a number of 
them were permitted to see more of the future condition of 
the nations of the earth than the most sagacious politician is 
yet able to see. 

What an idea of fulness does the contemplation of the sea 
convey to us! The basin of the sea is full. A very little 
added would cause a multitude of isl^ to disappear. The 
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof All his works 
show forth his glory; and a long life might be spent in tracing 
a little leaf through all the ramifications of its eloquent his- 
tory. But the Gospel is being published ; and thousands of 
tongues are telling in many, many languages, the length and 
breadth, the depth and height of God's immeasurable love in 
Christ. Still the whole creation groaneth and travailetb in 
pain ; and the ministers of the gospel perpetually escl^m, 
" How long, O Lord, how long ?" The voices of the old 
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ircuElIia. a race shall tread this earth in the 
latter days, whose eye shall have been anointed with eye salvo 
to hchold the full glory of God as it shines in the face of Jesua 
Christ, and to perceive the word " Bethel" written upon the 
face of universaJ nature. Every tree shall be tti them a pillar 
in the temple of God ; and every stone shall have written on 
it the ineffable name of God. The mountains shall bring 
peace, and the little bills shall yield joyously their contribu- 
tions to the world-wide righteousness. 

In this view a great interest attaches to this earth of ours, 
even to every particular locality of it. Concerning every plaee 
that we may visit, we have the assurance that a time will come 
when the redeemed shall walk there and hearken diligently to 
its song of emancipation, to its praises of God and the Lamb. 
We know, indeed, that sin and the works and memorials of 
sin are to be burnt out of the earth. We know, also, that our 
bodies shall sleep in dust and arise glorious. The resurrection 
of Christ is not only the guarantee of our resurrection, but 
of that of the material world which was made by him, and 
for him. 

M*.r 22.—" Tha Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ."—Zeplm- 

Most pitiable was the condition of the Israelites in Egypt. 
Pharaoh seemed to delight in eliciting the most incredible 
proofs of their subjection to his rod. There is ordinarily a 
limit beyond which masters dare not go in trifling with the 
lives and feelings of even the most abject slaves; but there 
seemed to be no limit to Pharaoh's power to oppress. The 
sacred sentiment of paternity he trampled on; and seemed to 
feel that the Israelites were the very impersonation of help- 
lessness. But soon it appeared that the Lord was in the midst 
of this despised people, mighty to save ; and with such exhi- 
bitions of might and majesty as never had accompanied the 
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movoments of any other people, tiiey went forth from the 
presence of their oppressors. 

The Church of Christ is an habitiition of God through the 
Spirit. Lo, I am with you always, said Jesus. Wc know how 
niiglity he was in the midst of his disciples. After a lapse of 
many years he appeared to John, and told him to reveal him to 
the churches as walking in the midst of the golden candle- 
sticks He is in the midst of us, mighty to save. Nothing 
of his might has been lost to the Church. It was expedient 
for us that he should go from earth in body, and he present 
with US in spirit. We lost nothing by this arrangement. We 
may therefore calculate on a manifestation of glory and of 
power aot by any means inferior to those that render lustrous 
the pages of sacred history. Let us only be careful to put 
far away all insignia of our own power and glory ; and what 
may we not expect ! 

But alas ! what do we expect F Do we expect some sublime 
revelations of might in the way of subduing our selfishness, 
Torldlinesa, passion, pride ? Are we looking for divine might 
to disclose itself in connection with our efforts for the good of 
men? Are we rivalling Elijah in fiith, Moses in meekness 
and zeal, Job in patience, l^aul in earnestness, John in spiritu- 
ality ? Are we seeking to be holy as God is holy ? Why not, 
if the Lord he in the midst of us, mighty to save. 



me whom they have pierced, and they 

Think not that they who were personally concerned in the 
crucifixon of the Lord Jesus Christ, were sinners above ail the 
sinners oi' the world Christ on the cross, the righteous Ad- 
vocate, was able to find somethmg extenuating in their con- 
duct. " They know not what thoy do " Afterwards, when 
they saw what they liitd done when the Spirit of Pentecost 
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made liini known as tlie Prince of life, many of ttem vepuntcd 
of their sill, and made haste to believe upuit him. The mea- 
Bure of knowled^ is an important clement in determining the 
measure of sin. The measure of the means of knowing, let us 
say rather. There are thousands who are every day guilty of 
conduct as odious in the sight of heaven as that of the parties 
who nailed Christ to the cross, and thrust a spear into his side. 
These indeed, were mere Roman soldiers, having no personal 
animosity to Christ, whose language even they did not under- 
stiind ; the guilty parties of that scene did not themselves lift 
a finger against Christ. And tlioir guilt falls immeasurably 
short, as we hate said, of many who now live, read the Gospel, 
speak about it, profess to look to Christ ibr salvation, and yet 
utterly fiilsify his religion in their practice. When men at- 
tributed his blessed works and words to satanic influence, the 
heart of Christ was pierced ; but it is even more pierced when 
men profess to be his disciples, and by continuance in sin teach 
the world that Christ has no objection to sin. These are en- 
gaged in crucifying the Son of God afresh. They crucify his 
love with their contentions; his holiness with their profane 
conduct; his justice with their unrighteousness; hismercywith 
their un merciful ness ; his truth with their deceit; his gene- 
rosity with their selfishness. They crucify him by &lsifying 
him. Some pierce him by denying hia divinity ; some by 
teaching that he will save all, whether they repent or not ; 
some by withholding his Gospel from the multitude; some by 
exalting a mere ceremony to a glory above that of Christ; 
some by substituting a crueifis for him; some in one way, 
some in another. All whose life, teaching, conversation, go to 
misrepresent or degrade Christ be they as numerous as they 
may, as admired as you please, they are piercing Christ, and 
they shall mourn. The thing which will fill Christ's meek 
ones with ineffable joy, will fill the hearts of these professors 
with anguish that no tongue can describe. 
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Is there not reason to apprehend that we presume upon s 
groat deal of mercy that is not really accorded F Wo know 
that the world takes for granted that God forgiTes it, and re- 
serves all ita anxiety for matters that seem to it invested with 
much more difficulty. But may it not he that we, who con- 
sider ourselves, on apparently good grounds, afl God's real chil- 
dren, that we are daily presuming on God's forgiveness when 
tliat forgiveness is not really pronounced ? Wo are not notified 
of forgiveness by some special messenger; hut are taught by 
the Spirit of God to find it iu the word of God by a process 
in which there is some scope for self to intermingle and vitiate 
the result. It requires no little wisdom, but especially much 
meekness, and seli' mistrust, and love of the truth, and do- 
cility, to ascertain unerringly, that forgiveness has been pro- 
nounced. 

God's mercy is on them that fear him. It is not intended 
to make men think lightly of transgression ; but greatly to 
inorease their estimate of God's authority, and their loathing 
for the sin forgiven. Is it impossible to find in our practice 
the evidence that we continue on good terms with the sin that 
we presume God is day by day forgiving? Arc we aware that 
this is a foul mockery of God, a caricatare of his mercy? 
There is no true fear of God before our eyes, if to-day's sin 
keeps ever following upon yesterday's forgiveness. 



aod to the i 

The Jews were accustomed to regard themselves as a foan- 
tain of righteoasnfss, the only one in the earth; their countrj 
an oasis made glad by these beneficent and hallowed waters 
whib all the rest of the world was a wildcrneas; and Jerusa 
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lem as the blessed spot where heaven and earth roet together 
a,nd held one another in a fond cmhrace. At no time were 
they more tenacious of these views than when the Son of God 
dwelt among them, drinking his daily cup of ignominy. His 
credentials showed that he had come to earth for the salvation 
- of all nations. A word spoken against him, a hand lifl^d Iq 
opposition to him, was therefore not only the most transcendent 
outrage offered to the Deity, but the fearfuleat crime against 
all the dwellers upon the earth. Yet the Jews rejected him ; 
this is saying little; they put him to the most shameful and 
most cruel death conceivable. 

But that which filled up the measure of the iniquity of 
man was used by infinite grace as a means for the most sur- 
prising manifestation of itself. The disciples were commanded 
to begin at Jerusalem, in the proclamation of the Gospel. 
Then did the Jews discover that their pre-eminence over 
the nations was a pre-eminence of guilt; and having been 
brought, many of them at least, into a posture of deep self- 
condemnation and aejf-ioathing, they discovered the fountain 
of divine grace, drank thereof, and washed their sins away in 
its purifying waters. It was then that Jerusalem attained to a, 
pre-eminence above the nations immeasurably more honorable 
than any it had previously enjoyed; then, in that little aesaon 
which intervened between the first auecesaca of the Gospel and 
its publication in other places. Solomon with ail the giory of 
his court could not so ennoble Jerusalem, as the little com- 
pany of believers did, who were all of one heart and of one 
. soul. 

We faintly remember tj) have read in some hook of imagina- 
tion of a fountain having marvelous properties, and this 
among the rest — that a few drops taken from it to any distant 
place and there poured out, would immediately cause a similar 
fountain there to spring up. Christ told the woman of Sar 
maria that the water that he would give her, would be in her 



)y Google 



180 DAILY MEDITATIONS. 

a wel] of witer sfringin^ up to e^erlisting life Whosoerci 
comes t) h m and dr nks not onlj finds his own thirit assu'iged, 
but discovers in himaeli a wealth of waters sufficient to slalifc 
the thirst ot numbers Thus the fountain opened up to the 
house of David and the people of Jeru'ulem in that little 
company of belip^er^ has been repeited and repeated, until 
now there la hardly any place under the sun where this foun- 
tain of divmo grace is not accessible How lame and puerile 
the efforts of man a fancy in comptriMn with the actual pro- 
ducts ol Gods heneficeiice' Thou art a God that dueth 
wonders In order to discotiree of wonders, men suppose 
themsehes druen from the actual world into the world of 
sheer imaginat on But they f jriake the world of wonders 
when they forsake the world of (ruth Be it that they con- 
ceive a fountain most beautiful to bihold the eye is not satis- 
fied with seeing; or, streaming with gold; there are a thousand 
ills of life that mock at gold; or, communicating health; health 
is merely a deliverance from one class of sufferings. But a 
fountain which sheds abroad tlie love of God in the heart; 
which gives the best of light to the understanding; elevates 
the affections; banishes sin; gives everlasting life; and re- 
veals a world worthy of that everlasting life ; this ia surely 
beyond all comparison, The Wonderful Fountain. 



MiT 26.— "If two of jon ahall agrso on earth as touching anything 
IbU they shall aak, it ehall he done for them."— Matthew iviii. 19. 

Men are fully aware of many of the advantages of partner- 
ships. They even form partnerships for the prosecution of 
Bome labors that would seem most likely to be well performed 
by a single individual ; as for instance, the labors of author- 
ship. But they are not aware that any gain would result from 
entering into partnership, with the promises of God as their 
capital, and the throne of grace as their place of business. 
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The enconragement of the teat does not address itself merely 
to an association formed of two persons; the context shows 
that it does not. But our Lord teaches that association in 
prayer is so esoeedingly profitable, that even if two only should 
eaibark in it, tliere would be grand resulla. Let three, four, 
or a hundred and twenty, of one accord, of one mind, seek to 
utilize the promises; commensurate fruits shall appear in some 
early day of I'eutecost, The great thing is not the numbers, 
but the agreement. The prayer of two whose souls are at- 
tuned to exactly the same key, and who have learned to merge 
their separate intereata in one eommon interest, sliiill prevail 
more than the prayer of tens of thousands, whose minds are 
occupied, more or less, with lingering considerations of purely 
personal good. 

The Church in these latter times has grasped earnestly at 
the advantages connected with association ; and the number of 
its societies is beyond estimate. But it is comparatively over- 
looked that association in prayer should take the lead of every 
other association. Upon the plateau in front of the mercy- 
seat, God, as it were, sees innumerable suppliants, each one, in 
some sense or other, standing by himself; and hears innumer- 
able pe.titions which only aeeidcntally coalesce, for the most 
xia.it are quite different in sentiment and aim from one another, 
and sometimes are strangely opposed to one another. Now 
God would teach us that in prosecuting our associate enter- 
prises, we must prosecute them with united prayer. 

The prizes held out to believing prayer, are also prizes for 
Christian concord of the most intimate kind. Oh, who can 
tell what mighty, what magnificent freight of celestial treasure 
will reach the shores of this world, when Christians bind them- 
selves together with the utmost stringency, before the mercy- 
seat ? surrendering all divided interests, and constituting them- 
selves one firm ; feeling that all depends upon their absolute 
agreement. Cannot every parent understand this ? Is it not 
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his delight when a gift bestowed on one ehild is » gratification 
to all ? Is it not It grief to him to ohscrve that his chililruu have 
divided interest? Ten thousand prayers are dismissed daily, 
with this one word, "Love one another with pure hearts fer- 
vently." 



MiT 2T.— "BchoM I oomo quioHy,- hold that fast which Ihon hMt, 
that DO man lake thy orown."— Revelfttjon iii. II. 

Hold fast what thou hast, because it is only for a little while 
that thou must holil it under the pressure of advers* circum- 
stances; and hold it fa^t because everlasting victory and do- 
minion and blessedness shall rewird thy fidelity. So might a 
captain speak to a little band assaulted by a mighty host, when 
in the distance a relieving force is seen approaching; a nation's 
destiny depends upon their holding their own. 

It is only for a little while, because the day of our salvation is 
now nearer than we believed; and because we have learned 
to wait Delays thit once were iconizing njw piss with much 
L^s severity over our disc plined natures We ha*e learned 
obedience by the thin»s wt, h ivi, suffi,roJ 

Ho the plunderer who gocth about Bectinf to dcpoil men 
of the „ifts that God has bcstiwed on tbtm through ( hnst 
obtMua his succcs chiefly by p^r^uidmg men that in rdin 
quishing or ne^kcting this ind that spiritu kt gift they are 
doing nothing to jeopardize their crown A man yields up 
something of his encigy his w itehfulne'* his prijerfulncss 
Bclfdennl humility or loie because he mimgos to ptiaunde 
himself that his titli- to „ljry honor inl immortality is sife 
enough independently of the ^ wilhtion^ of his spiritual life 
It IH therefore for the ( hriitmn to kiop cirtfully in mind that 
whatsue\er a man scweth that shj,ll he also reap The example 
of Paul is admirable here. If any man might think that he 
had got beyond the reach of being a castaway, it was Paul. 
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Well, lie li;ul ; he had assurance of his indestructible interest 
ill Christ; but he never allowed hiniaelf to feel that he had 
got beyond the need of keeping his body under, of running 
not uncertainly, of fighting not as one that beateth the air, 
lest he himself should be a castuway. His assurance was con- 
nected with the witness of the Spirit within him, the Spirit 
that led him habitually to count all things but loss that he 
might win more and more of Christ, more and more of Christ's 
likeness. 

Christ will keep that which we have committed unto him ; 
and wo must keep that which he liafi committed unto us. None 
shidl pluck lis out of his hand; wo are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation ; we arc kept by the good 
Shepherd, because we keep within the hearing of bis voice 
and follow him. 

The consciousness of sin often causes men to relax their 
hold of Christ's salvation. They have been overtaken by 
teniptjition, have fallen into seme snare, have yielded their 
heart to some seductive vanity ; and when they come to them- 
selves, then confidence in Christ is fearfully shaken, and it will 
be well if they let him not go altogether. Let them then hear 
his voice saying, Hold fast what thou hast, that no man take 
thy crown. Thy aiu starts up with assumed indignation, pre- 
tending to have a great zeal for God, and says, " Is it not 
enough that thy path was sin till thou entercdst the gates of 
the kingdom, but wilt thou within the very borders of tho 
kingdom, sow the dragon's teeth of sin ?" But fall not back ; 
drag thy sin to Christ, and there accuse both it and thyself, 
and call upon Christ to avenge himself on thy recreant nature 
by sanctifying it and clothing it with the armor of rigbtooua- 

We can only hold fast what we have, by constantly using it. 
If we have a measure of love, we must daily study the means 
of manifesting it. It is easily recovered from yesterday but 
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not from the day before. If we have joy, we must persevere 
in rejoiciDg; every ctay must have its spiritual joy. Our 
peaye too, we must daily see to it that it is with us. So with 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meetness, temper- 
ance. Each day is to be considered a stage, and wo must as- 
certain rcguJarly that none of our treasures have been left 
behiud. Christians are ready to think, until they have learned 
the contrary, that their graces are safe when they are slumber- 
ing; but their slumber is fatal. Whatever we would retain 



r will, our memory, 
our understanding, all must be conversant with it. 

Look into the diary of such a man as Jonathan Edwards, 
to know how he held fast to what he had, that no man should 
take his crown. Look at these admirable resolutions, and at 
the admirable obedience he rendered to them, and see how 
high his estimate of every gracious communication from hia 
Lord, how strenuously he battled for the preservation of it. 



Mat 2S.— "Unto jou that fenr my name aha[l the Son of righteouaneBB 
arise."— Malacbi iv. 2. 

Unto them that stand in awe of God and are conversant 
with the divine perfections, the Sun of righteousness makes 
haste to arise. There has been a fulfilling of this truth ever 
since the day of I'entecost. To one individual here, to an- 
other there, it is given to behold his rising. Here is one that 
has been enabled to look upon Christ as the sacrifice for sin, 
to approach God through him, and to rejoice in the goodly 
prospects opening up before him. But soon he becomes con- 
scious, of a great and growing need. He is not satisfied with 
what he has seen of Christ. The very word of God excites 
in him conceptions of a wa!k with Christ, glorious, elevating, 
soul -satisfying, beyond anything that he has experienced. It 
Bcema to him that tli 5 world grows darker everyday. Ho 
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once rejoiced in the day-star and in the dawn, ani thought the 
light amazing; but now he is consumed with longinga to be- 
hold the bright manifestation of Christ to his soul ; aud it 
eeems as though midnight had come again. At length in some 
happy hour, the scales fall from his eyes; the word of God 
becomes luminous like the very vestments of Christ transfig- 
ured; and instead of finding himself alone in the world, he 
finds himself in intimate alliance with a Being whose glory 
fills the heavens. The whole world is now to him enlightened. 
His sun is arisen. All the works of nature are seen as they 
never were before. In a particular language that others can- 
not understand, the heavens declare to him the glory of God. 
The sun that pursues its course through the skies is com- 
missioned to remind him that God is love, and that God is 
his. 

He goes far in the strength of this joy. But at length he 
discovers that Christ has laid the foundations of his new na- 
ture very deep; and that it is impossible for him to be eonelu- 
fiively satisfied with any private joy. He is so made like unto 
Christ that he cannot hut look with longings as intense as he 
ever knew, for that appearance of the Lord in his unlimited 
glory, which will be the siguiil of the eoniplete redemption of 
tlie Church, as well as of the creation that now groaneth and 
tntvaileth in pain. 



himself."—! John v. 10. 

There is much evidence given anterior to faith; abundant 
evidence ; far more than men eare to gather up, concerning 
anything of worldly interest. Yet the greatest and most sur- 
prising testimonies are reserved for the satisfaction of be- 
lievers. If unbelief lias its necessities, faith has its privileges. 
Some would like to have, without any figure, a white stone 
thrown dnmi U< them trom heaven, with their name upon it, 
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beside the name of God — something that they can clutch ic 
theb hand. But believers are content with a testimony more 
appropriate to faith. 

Christ promised his Spirit; he promised himself; he prom- 
ised the indwelling of the Father in the heart of the believer, 
vho then has the witness in himself; even the faithful and 
true witness, him that eannot lie, him that guideth into all 

But how manifold is the testimony of this witness — even aa 
many as are his operations. The fruits of the Spirit are so 
many expressions of this testimony. Consider the offices of 
the Spirit as set forth by Christ to his disciples (John xiv.- 
xvi.) The eighth chapter of Romans also describes this testi- 
mony. The seventh shows the misery of being without it. 
There is no witness in the world more worthy of all accepta- 
tion. For who will venture to say that the spirit of man, with 
the best aid of Satan, is able to counterfeit perfectly the sub- 
limest and blessedest operations of the Godhead ? 



Mat Sn.— " The Son of man shall oome in the glory of his Father, wifh 
Mb angels."— Matthew Jtvi. 27. 

It seems to have been an important part of the divine plan 
that the people of God, from Adam onward to the actual ad- 
vent of the Messiah, should be momentarily expecting that 
Messiah; the times and the seasons he dimly revealed, reserv- 
ing them mainly for his own contcraplation. And scarcely 
had the Saviour at length alighted on this eartli than he began 
to direct the minds of the new people whom lie was forming 
for himself, to his ulterior advent in glory. To wait for the 
Son of God from heaven, is as much the proper attitude of 
the Church of this dispensation, as of that of former dispensa- 

When he came on his errand of humiliation, there was no 
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element of humiliation wanting; and when he eometh for the 
exhibition of g'ory, we maj be sure that there shall be no ele- 
miint of glory wanting. For consider that he eometh in the 
glory of his Father, The inconceivable glory of God in the 
materia] universe, in the angeltc hiei.irchies, in the heaven of 
heavens, must all he placed upon the Redeemer, even aa once 
our sins were all laid upon him. Yes, he must come clothed 
with the virtues of all beings, with all the righteousness that is, 
with al] the wisdom that is, with all the beauty that is, all the 
power, all the excellence of all existences. The glory of the 
sun will he changed to sackcloth, the brightness of the heaven 
to darkness, not by any change in them, but by the superior 
glory then introduced. This glory is to burst upon the world 
in a day and in an hour, when men expect it not : hence the 
need that Christians should expect it in every day and hour. 
The gospel includes both advents. Christ as often spoke to 
his disciples of his future coming in glory, as of his dying in 
Jerusalem. 

May 31.— "I count all things but loss for the eioellencj' of ths know- 
ledge of Chriat Jesue, my Lord."— Phil ippi una iii, 8. 

Excellency is to be estimated by adaptation. Viewed in 
himself, Christ is without a peer. With all beings before him, 
the Father chose Christ, saying, " This is my elect, in whom 
my soul delighteth." When God has pronounced, what need 
remains of deliberation ? But happily for us, there is in 
Christ not only infinite excellency, but adaptation to our state 
and requirements. 

As he is excellent, so is the knowledge of him excellent; 
for we possess him by knowing him. There is nothing in the 
world that may not cheerfully be sacrificed in the effort to 
know Christ. If there be reason to believe that we shall en- 
joy better opportunities of knowing Christ in an inferior po- 
sition, it is most becoming to descend into it. If wealth blocks 
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Up the avenues of our spiritual apprehension of Christ, it 
muBt be removed. 

We cannot know Christ, if we are without a will to obey 
him. Since the path of duty is the path of this goMen know- 
ledge, let us go forward in it with delight. The peasant baa 
his few articles of furniture, seme paltry pictures, a little patch 
of ground, plain apparel, and perhaps thinks much of these 
possessions ; hut make him master of a palace, with galleries 
and treasuries, and how lightly will he then esteem his former 
goods. Thus with the Christian. 



JuSE 1.—" I am the bread of life." — John vi. 35. 

Men have what they regard aa life; and if you tell them 
that it is not life, they smile at your quaint way of viewing 
things, and at your figurative language. But, really, what men 
call life is but a momentary evasion of death. Death dogs 
you everywhere. He hath long since written his name upon 
you; and he suffers not a day to go by in which he does not 
extort a new confession from your mortal constitution, to the 
effect that jou are his. AH pain, all weariness, all loss, all de- 
cay, proclaims that you are a respited criminal 

Men insist on regarding the existence they now possess as 
natural, regular, and just what the universal system of things 
requires. They cannot patiently hearken to the doctrine that 
man is fallen, that his present estate is in consequence ab- 
normal, out of joint. They call this life, deeming this to be 
God's great gift, even his best; and are bewildered at the 
statement that this is death, God's real gift of life having been 
cast away. It is a great approach to emancipation tor a soul 
to discover that humanity is wrecked ; at sea in an open and 
shattered boat; defending itself from death for a little moment 
by a drop of water and an ounce of bread; ready to peri.ih 
ichenever it shall please the mysterious monarch to step from 
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some billow into the boat. Bnt when we have found that what 
men call life is QOt life, a question of unspeakable interest 
arises. Is there life for man ? Will God, indeed, let us re- 
enter fiden, and put forth our hand and eat of the fruit of the 
tree of life, and live forever? When Christ, taking his stand 
in the centre of the human family, pi-oclainis, " I am the bread 
of life," then Eden is come again, Kden with opened doors, 
with no sword-waving cherubim, but with its tree of life in 
full view, and within easy reach The door that will be closed 
against many in the last day, is no other than the door that 
has stood open for them manj a loiij^ jcar j and the life from 
which they with anguish ■will be forever divorced, is just the 
life that is now offered to them day by day, and offered in vain. 
If we would have a lively illustration of the meaning of 
these words, we should give our attention to the few barley 
loaves that were taken from the basket of that lad, multiplied 
and distributed to the apostles ; which kept multiplying as 
they kept breaking and distributing it to the iLUititude; which 
kept on multiplying as the multitude kept breaking it and 
handing it every man to his neighbor; which abundantly met 
the wants of five thousand men, besides women and children, 
and would have met the wants of the whole world had it been 
there; which was so much greater for all its communieationa 
that it required twelve baskets to hold it. after the banquet 



Jdnb 2.—" God was in Christ."— 2 Corinthians y. 19, 

Ton have false conceptions of some being, some one that has 
claims upon your cordial love and heartiest obedience; hia 
claims you cannot recognize, his worth ia utterly hidden from 
you, and your embittered mind will not allow you to behold 
him otherwise than as invested with dark and forbidding qual- 
ities. Knowing the force of your prejudice, he comes to you 
ia the disguise of a mean man, and ia hired by you as a serv- 
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ant i>radtially you marvel at the admirable characteristica 
ot this servant- He removes every stone from jour path, and 
docs it without ostentation. He garlands your house about 
with beautiful flowers. He spreads your table with food that 
an^la might eat. He entertains your children by endless de- 
vices, and enriches their minds with the best instruction. He 
is coatinuaily averting some danger, saving some life. In some 
hour of special magnanimity on his part, you shout aloud your 
admiration of his character, and call Heaven to witness that 
you will ever love him and ever serve him. At that moment, 
the di^iise falls from him, and your injured lord stands be- 
fore you. The master against whom you hod revolted was in 
that matchless servant. Your prejudices left him no alterna- 
tive but thus to approach you, thus to propitiate you. What 
now can you do but fall at his feet with a contrite heart, de- 
ploring your former foUy and wickedness, and consecrating 
yourself unreservedly to the service of such a master. 

Here is a province that professes to have a great attachment 
to the sovereign, yet breaks all his laws without the slightest 
compunction, affirming cither that he had never made the !aws, 
or was indifferent about their execution. When any legate 
landed on their shores, demanding tribute, they tore him in 
pieces, affirming that he had come in Lis own name, and that 
the sovereign required no tribute at their hands. Perhaps 
they put a few lame and diseaW animals that they knew not 
what else to do with, on board the vessei, and sent it back to 
the capital, while they boasted of their munificent fealty and 
self-sacrificing devotedncss. At length a stranger comes and 
tikes up his abode among them. His conduct is very different' 
from theirs, for it is blameless. He teaches and exemplifies 
neighborly love; refuses to visit the pUces of amusement 
which the sovereign had forbiddun to be opened, to take any- 
thing, do anything, speak anything, contrary to the laws. He 
speaks of the king, and relates what he has seen at his court 
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and what he has not seen there. He assures the people that 
if they will repent and unfcigiiedly submit to their monarch, 
they shall meet with not only lenity, but boundless kindness; 
but if they remain obdurate, ho will come and overwhelm 
them with his wrath. The people, from the highest le the 
lowest, hear all this with shouts of derision, unbelief, and aa^ 
ger ; from day to day their anger becomes less and le?s con- 
trollable; at length they seize the stranger, determined to put 
him to the most barbarous and shameful death. " At last," 
they then say, " we shall free the earth from the presence of 
this blasphemer, who can do nothing but asperse the honor of 
our sovereign." They bring their instruments of torture and 
proceed to inflict upon him the most fiendish torments. At 
that moment his imperial oohorts arrive and snatch him from 
their hands ; his nobles re-invest him with the symbols of 
power, and bow the knee before him; and all the company of 
the regicides stand appalled and utterly confounded. Their 
sovereign was in that stninger; and it was the character, the 
words, the ways of their sovereign, that they had been so in- 
tensely hating. " God was in Christ." 



June S— "Where two or tlirep aw giithered together in my name, them 
Mn 1 in fhB midst of thoin."— Miilthcw xviii. 20. 

We cross sea and land to visit the holy places We exult 
to look upon the wretehed city that bears the name of the 
place where Christ was condemned to death. We s.iy, this 
stream he crossed, this mountain he stood npon, this valley he 
traversed, this shore he visiti?d, in this town ho was bom, in 
this place he was brought up. Romanisls, Greeks, Armenians, 
who know of no other holy places, jostle us and outstrip us. 
But the question. " Where is Christ to be found now ?" is far 
niore important than the r|uestion, where he once was. " The 
World seeth me no more and thinketh of me in the pa"'., but 
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ye Bee me. The hour cometh when ye ah 11 ne tl or n th s 
motintain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship thi. t^tl er but wh 
true worshippers shall worship the Father n sp t and n 
truth." The Htile companies that coiue together n pper 
chambers and bye places, in the name of CI r t remen her g 
his promises, seeking his presence, cherish ng h a sp t hon 
oring his word — in these little companies CI r t is b be found 

la it poasible that any one should be a lover of Chr st a d 
not a lover of these assemblies F That they should be a wea- 
riness to the world, we can understand. But alaa ! there are 
thousands who profess to be his, who never dream of frequent- 
ing these meetings of believera, held in honor of Christ, for 
communion with Christ. These believers behold Christ in 
one another. They speak his worda; entertain his desires; 
occupy themselves with his resolations. He is present in their 
characters, modelled upon his. He Is present in the word 
which they read, hearken to, believe. He is the subject of 
their conversation. They dwell upon his life, sufferings, and 
love. He is present by the Spirit, that takes of him and 
shows unto them. They are convinced of sin, confess it, and 
forsake it. They behold his glory, and rejoice greatly in him. 
Such effects of Christ's words and glances often take place in 
these meetings, as greatly surpass what took place when he 
was visibly present with those twelve disciples of old. He is 
present as a righteous advocate and intercessor. They are his 
plenipotentiaries. He gives them their instructions, and clothes 
them with power. 

If Christ be in these assembhe" then are they the true cen- 
tres from whence the miehtieit influences flow abroad over the 
world. Divine wisdom truth power and love, must be added 
to the folly, weaiLness lonor^nee erringness, of the two or 
three that meet in bis name in order that we may form a just 
estimate of the moral value ol these meetings. Some of the 
grandest revolutions in society, have their origin here. 
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JusE 4.—" Christ Jesus Oflmc into the world to save siuncrs, of whom I 
am obLef."— 1 Timothy i. 15. 

Evcij man looks upon himself as belonging to a small mi- 
nority composed of the world's best men. If there were one 
enormous circle drawn, and another very small one, the former 
for the great transgressors and the latter for the comparatively 
innocent, all the world with one consent would seek to crowd 
into the smaller circle. And in this they would be acting 
quite conscientiously. They are accustomed in their self-esti- 
mates to overrate the good and underrate the evil. Again, 
they judfje oi' themselves, not by their actual works, but by 
their imaginations, aspirations, a,nd unrealized capabilities. 
Ciroumslauees, they say to themselves, keep us down ; hut we 
feel that we are capable of rising to the loftiest heights of 
moral power. Their bad qua,litiea again are treated as acci- 
dents, not properly belonging to them ; as barnacles cleave to 
the bottom of a ship. Thus it was with Paul, till the law 
came, and he louiid himself compelled to apply God's standard 
of goodness to himself. Then he was filled with horror ; sin 
revived and he died; the former Paul whom he had known 
and admired, and wanted all the world to admire, disappeared, 
and in his plico came Sin, revealing itself in all his nature, all 
his habits, and, as it were, possessing him, from the crown of 
his head to the sole of his feet. He now finds it impossible to 
see so much sin in any other as he sees in himself; just as it 
is impossible for the eye to see so much of things at a distance, 
as of things at hand. 

This mighty and, as it seems, incredible change must pass 
upon all men. Yes, all the proud, the boastful, the self-com- 
placent, the moral; the souls that eulogize themselves foi 
heaven-born impulses and heaven-high aspirations; these all 
must be brought to the condition into which the law broughl 
Paul, I say not that they will not be brought out of it. 

ir 
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rath of the Lamb stall be revealed, who shall I 



JOHE 5.— "Blessed are those servants whom the Lot-], when he comefh, 
ihaJt find walching."— Luke xLi. ?,7. 

How eTerjthing in this world wears the appearance of a 
house the master of which is away, fiir, far away ; as good as 
dead. Every one do«th that whicli is right in his own eyes, 
and goeth about as though he had himself inherited all author- 
ity. A few, indeed, proclaim in this chamber and in that, the 
remembered will of the master, and endeavor to turn haek the 
tide of rebellion and of ungodliness. But the others listen 
not. They say, " Our Lord delayeth his coming, and there is 
Dot the slightest likelihood that he will come in our days. He 
hath stationed no guard to interfere with us; wo have liberty; 
let us avail ourselves of it." Carried away by the force of 
their example, some from whom you would have expected 
more fidelity, give over watching. But there is a little band 
■who keep watching, watching on, amid all the confusion and 
iniquity around them. To a reflecting ohse^^-e^, it is quite 
amazing to see how they go about all their appointed occupa- 
tions, just as though the Lord were there, looking on ; not 
sparing themselves, not seeking their own, putting up with in- 
sults and injuries, multiplying their labors; introducing im- 
provements into their way of doing things, increasing in skill, 
in patience, in success, as months and years roll on. What is 
the secret spring of their conduct? It is twofold. By faith 
they know that their Lord sees them, even now, and is ac- 
quainted with all their ways; and they know also that he 
Cometh, none can say how soon, to take unto him his great 
power and reign. 
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n faout ccoa ng, lu erer^tbiag give tha-nsB 



You are always reccivin^ jou are always needing. There 
IS n;> position that you are cjlled to occupy in which jOu will 
mt find some eiprewions of divine goodness. There is no 
c ip so bitter given jou hy >our heavenly Father that has not 
in it some (ommin^led good /« evr^tlimg give thanks. In 
th pit of J "ej-h In his prDsperity. In his prison. In the 
I) lly of the fi h Upon Jobs duiighili. Let John the Bap 
list in prison {,ive thjnks that he had received hoidnesa to 
declare the truth Let the scourpcd di&eiplta rejoice tliit they 
are counted worthy to suffir tor the name of Je&us In every 
tru! yju hiie this at lea^ to give tJianks for that you are 
tned for you mia;ht have been cast awiy as reprobate The 
very feet it trial shows a thought of gDodnesa toward you on 
the part of God. Obbt,rve what you are receiving, and give 
thanks for it : be sensible also of what you need, and pray for 
it. 

Pray without ceasing, for — 

The adversary la unceasingly on the alert. 

The manna of grace does not keep. 

Your nature is most volatile and mutable. 

Prayer Is the recognition of an unceasing fact, namely your 
dependence on God. 



Let the Spirit have the control of all your movements. Do 
this thing, let alone that, adopt this habit, forsake that, speak 
this word, dismiss that, go, stay, as the Spirit shall choose. It 
ia certiunly a marvellous invention of God that the Spirit 
should come down from heaven, enter into these satanized con- 
stitutions of ours, and undertake to exhibit a divine life upoa 
the earth through the instrumentality of anything so utterly 
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intractable as these members, these hearts, these darkened Tin- 
derstandings. It seems like expecting that some luud-hoat 
shall mount into the skies, and wheel itself in heauty along 
the clouds. 

He that walketh in the Spirit, will be yery shy of mere 
impulses. He will cultivate a calm collectedness of soul, will 
keep himself in a listening attitude, that he may ever hear the 
still email voice of the Spirit. How wonderful that this mighty 
subjugation of his nature, should be brought about by the 
agency of a feint whisper that the least commotion renders 
inaudible ! What all the physical forces of the world would 
have failed to aeeomplish, is brought about by a gentle mys- 
terious whisper in the depth of one's aature. The world sees 
the surprising result, and is all bewildered at the absence of a 
e motive power. 



Jone8.— "Iwill not Icare joa eomforlleas. I nill come to you." — 
Johu liv, 19. 

More literally, I will not leave you orphans — bereaved of 
all that you hold moat dear, most necessary — helpless in the 
presence of many foes — friendless in the presence of many 
trials — skilless in the presence of an immense task. The pa. 
rents are the complement of the little child. It operii,t«a 
through their wisdom and power and resources, to keep its 
place in the world, and act its part. The Christian without 
Christ, if such a thing can be conceived, is the most deplora- 
bly helpless being in the world. For he has been awakened 
from the delusion that possesses mankind, that they are com- 
plete in themselves; he has seen the length and breadth of 
the law of God; has discovered the bitter hostility of tiie 
world to the righteous ; and just in the measure that his sense 
of need has been increased, he has seen the ability to help 
him vanishing from the world and all created things, to con- 
centrate itself in Christ. 
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The nearest approach to such an orphan state of the C:iiireh 
was in the period between Christ's death and the resurrection. 
To the disciples at that time Christ was re:illj dead ; his power, 
wisdom, grace, were all dead ; the promises were dead and 
buried with him; all the advantages conferred by his teaching, 
all the blessings derived from his presence, were crucified and 
gone. These disciples had been taken up by the Saviour al- 
most into heaven ; and now by the unexpected death of their 
kader and commander, they were let drop to a point of help- 
lessness far below that of the rest of men. They shut the 
doors for fear of the Jews who had crucified him, and who 
might come at any moment and crucify them ; and they looked 
upon the swords which Christ had told tliem to take, instead 
of all the promises ; and a full conception of tlieir misery 
burst upon them. Hundreds of thousands of enemies on the 
one hand ; and they, a few inexpert fishermen with two or 
three rusty swords on the other. Could anything be more ab- 
surd than the idea of a conflict? One little word of promise 
had once invested them with power over all the power of the 
enemy; but all the promises were now buried with Christ, and 
a great stone rolled upon them ; and they were left alone with 
their wretched swords. But Christ fulfilled his word. He 
left them not a prey to the wrath of man and the malice of 
the adversary. He earae unto them ; and with him came all 
the promises. In fact, they themselves with him arose. 
Iliey breathed, they lived, when they again saw him breath- 
ing, living. 

If at any time a soul be brought into a state of orphanage, 
and seem to itself separated from all grace and power and 
hope; let it lay hold of this word. It may have been fitting 
that it should have a taste of the misery of being without 
Christ, under a sense of the need of Christ; but a taste suffices, 
" I will come untaj you," Bays Jesus. 
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JcHE 9.— "If a. man Iofb roe 1 
will loTe bim, and we will oome u: 
—John xlv. 23. 

Jude wanted to know how tlie nianifestation of Christ unto 
his people exclusively, was to be effected. Christ in reply, 
saya, that the belieyer has something and God something to do; 
it does not concern the believer to know how God will do his 
part; all that concerns him is to know how he is to do his part. 
Let him then keep the words of Christ, and the manifestation 
will be brought about; the Godhead sliall take up its abode 
with him ; let him keep the words of Christ, and he will keep 
Christ with him; let the words of God abide with him, and 
God will abide with him. 

To know how to keep the words of Christ is the moat im- 
portant of all knowledge ; to keep them is the most importaa* 
of all works. 

The beat of all teachers in this thing is love. Love of Christ 
will not allow us to make light of any word of Christ. It views 
the memory as a consecrated room fitted up for the reception 
of the words of its object. The words of a, man embody his 
character; — imperfectly however; — for who is without guile ? 
The words of Christ give us Christ himself. They tell me 
what he loves; in other words, what he wishes mo to be; and 
I must keep them perpetually that I may know what I should 
perpetually be. I cannot keep the words of Christ and re- 
move out of the path of Christ; or if they then abide with 
me, it is to torture me, and I can have no peace, till I make 
my way, wounded and wearied, back to the king's highway. 
While I keep the words of Christ, I keep the tempter at a 
distance; I thwart his endeavors as Christ himself thwarted 
them. Let me keep the words of Christ, and the principles 
of this world shall find no place in me. In keeping the words 
of Christ, I keep the watchword by which I have aopess at ail 
times to the throne of God's heavenly grace. Let me keep 
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ttiem then in affection, in memory, in faith, in obedience, in 
prajer. 

Jdnb 10. — " Paaoo I leave with jon, my peace I give onto roa."^Johii 
xiv. 27. 

Christ makes his will, the hour of his departnre having 
come. Silver and gold he has none. To the eye of the world 
it is a pauper going his way; and the wonder is that there 
should he any to attend him in hia last hours. He has lived 
in the world and amassed nothing; not so much as to pay hia 
funeral expenses. Qia life is a failure; he has had the usual 
advantages, yet, leaves the world as he entered it. You will 
find no parchments in his drawers; no stray pieces of gold in 
his coffera; it is a dead man dying; for what but a dead mao 
is he that has no worldly property ? 

Thia expresses the feeling, if not the reasoning, of many. 
Yet why do men seek property? Is it not from the want of 
peace ? Why do we behold the world rushing passionately 
along ten thousand paths ? Because they find not peace. They 
seek peace by appropriation, not by renunciation. Would not 
even their owa wisdom teach them to purchase peace, if an op- 
portunity presented itself, by the surrender of a ?lobe of gold ^ 

The peace that Christ leaves, is his own pea C d 
his life. Ho endured the constant contradict! a f nn rs 
He was numbered with the transgressors. He w <ti d 
aa devilish in origin, character, and purpose. Eh m g 
day brought him new trials, new sufferings. So 1 h p 
he leaves js consistent with many trials, many afflictions. These 
in fact serve for the proof of it. 

The legatees of Christ have peace of conscience. Mjriada 
of sins, each of which — in the day of the mind's awakening — 
haa the tormenting faculty of many devib, are bound as to this 
power, and that forever. We have peace in the deliverance 
trom inordinate desires ; — in the consciousness of God's favor ;— 
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e that all things concerning us will be crdered 
for the best; — in freedom from worldly cares: — in the cer- 
tainty of Christ's yictJirious coming and everlasting reign. 



JnzJE II. — " Harein is my Father glorified, tiiat y« bear mnoh froil," — 
JuBK xy. 8. 

This is a valid argument with those that are concerned for 
the glory of God. It is addressed to those who are acquainted 
with this spring of action. The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the finnament showeth his handiwork ; but in vain, 
till Christians in a fiir higher degree esbibit his glory by show- 
ing that Christ is the true vine, and that they who abide in 
him obtain the communications of a divine life, and prodaee 
heavenly fruits on earth. What the sun, moon, and stars, the 
hills and the floods, volcanoes and earthquakes, rainbows and 
flowers, what the works of God in nature and in providence 
have not succeeded in doing, it is yours under peculiar circum- 
stances, and by the subordination of mightiest means, to at- 
tempt. Innumerable spectators from the worlds on high, watch 
with breathless interest the progress of this experiment. And 
can it be that what the magnificent and all-resplendent orbs of 
space have not accomplished, shall be brought about by the in- 
strumentality of a little company of converted sinners F That 
you shall show forth the glory of God, and constrain the world 
to take knowledge of his perfections f 

Christ is the vine, and you are the branches ; wherefore 
your fruit is Christ's fruit. The world did not get rid of him 
by killing him. He lives in you and produces fruit in you. 
Hia meekness and lowliness are to find their exhibition through 
you- His self-denial and love ; his zeal and faithfulness ; hia 
faith and prayerfulness ; his wisdom and patience; hia forti- 
tude, hia impartiality, his purity, all his admirable character- 
istics are to abide in the world, for you are in the world. Then 
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will llie world find itself baffled and confounded, when having 
crucified Christ in Jerusaleui, it finds him springing up again 
not only in Jerusalem, hut in Samaria, Joppa, Damascus, An- 
tioch, Ephesus, Corinth, Rome, and in fact everywhere through- 
out the world. 

June 12.— "Aa the Fatter hath loved me, so have I jou."— John it. 9. 

These disciples were the representatives of the universal 
church. They stood in the place of all believers. We were 
all there by proxy. It must never be supposed that the beau- 
tiful words and condescending acts of Christ were just for 
Peter, John, James, and their companions. John is not the 
only beloved disciple who is encouraged to loan upon the bosom 
of his Lord. His love for the family of Bethany is not a sin- 
gular love, with which other families have nothing to do. It 
is a specimen of hia love rather, intended to make glad ten 
thousand families. That loving, solicitous question, "Lovest 
thou me ?" addressed to Peter, stops not with Peter, but makes 
its whispered way to innumerable other professors, preserving 
all its tenderness of intonation and fullness of expression. 

The great thing is te have a persistent, unvanquishable faith 
with regard to this, so as to be able to take our pkce at the 
side of Christ, and accompany him through Galilee and Judea; 
or, if you choose to express it so, to have him by us, in our 
own place of residence, mingling his life with ours, questioning 
us, upbraiding us, educating us for his own heaven of love. 
And it is a happy thing for us that there is nothing about the 
character of those first disciples to make ua diffident in appro- 
priating the gracious words addressed to them. There is no 
halo of excellency about them to intimidate us. In fact, they 
are just ourselves. Those things which, we are well aware, 
constitut* the most repugnant elements of our character, — 
pride, unbelief, selfishness, passion, carnality, envy, sloth, cow- 
ardice, — these very things are found in them. They after- 
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wards put on, it is true, the armor of light, and shed lustre 
upon their sacred calling, but this was afler Christ bad given 
all his proofs of love. 

I liavc loved j/ou) and if you wish to know how much, why, 
let us take the highest possible expression, even the love of the 
infinite Father for his Son ; so have I loved you. Nothing 
could exceed the precionsness of this statement; no statement 
was ever more corroborated by evidence. It is painful to think 
of such 3 heavenly declaration being made in vain in the car 
of men ; for the honor of Christ, see that you receive it, be- 
lieve It, live upon it. 



Jdme 1.^.— "If JB keep my coiomandmenls, ye shall abide in iiy Iovb." 
—John XV. 10. 

Christ's love takes us as it finds us ; but it does not leave us 
so. If it did not make us better, it would not be Christ's love, but 
just common earth-love. There are two mighty chapters in the 
history of Christ's love. One relates to the means by which he 
brings us to himself, the other to the means by which he keeps 
ns with himself. After we have been brought to him, a sub- 
lime work expands itself before him. We are to be made like 
uQto himself. He wilt not rest until he has communicated 
unto us his own perfections These souls so loved are to be 
made lovely. Christ would not be worthy of our continued 
regard, if he left us to follow our own evil will ; and the whole 
story of his love would turn out a mere legend, if he taught 
us not to lionor the commandments of God. But this reproach 
cannot be brought against Christ, Keep my commandments., 
he says, and abide in my love. 

This is a different language from that of Sinai. It is not 
the language of authority, so much as of love. The speaker 
and his friend are taking counsel together as to the best mode 
of perpetuating the hallowed sentiment by which they are 
bound. "I cannot support the idea," says the fiiend, "of any 
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interruption to this love. Tell me liow it niaj he made im- 
mortal, unchangeable." " I will tell you. Keep my cora- 
mandoienta. They shall be to you like an. amulet, or mystic 
ring; so long ns it remains with you, I cannot leave you." 
" Oh ! how delightful," eselaims the friend, " that there should 
be commandments, expressive of thy will, and indicative of 
the way of abiding in thy love. For it is the life of love, to 
have something to do for ita object, to have eommandments to 
keep. These commandraenls will keep us bound to one an- 
other. For thou hast said, " Without me ye can do nothing." 
So I am to do nothing alone. Thy commandments remove me 
from thee? No! not for an instant; they will but draw me more 
and more closely to thee !" 



Jdhb 14.~" Verily, verily, I say ttnto yog, tvhntsocvcr yv shall Mk the 
Father in mj- name, ho will give it you."— John xvi. 23. 

Christ saya this for the purpose, as it were, of inducing ua 
to consent to his departure. Having come into the world and 
constituted himself our good Shepherd, and accustomed us to 
lean on him for everything, we are rather confounded at the 
suggestion that he is to go away again. Seeing this, he gives 
us this reinsuring promise Whatsoever we ask of the Father, 
he will giVL it Well suppose we aak for Christ. He will be 
given Nit with the limitations of an earthly body. "If 
thou hadst been here my brither had not died." These re- 
proaches are painful to the heart ot Christ It is expedient 
that he go thit he may come again m spirit in glorious omni- 
presente and he the shephi,rd of a floik leedmg on ten thous- 
and hiils 

Will the Father indeed give us evir\thing that we ask? 
la thy name so potent m influence it the throne of grace, that 
It IS impj&a hie for iny gift to be withheld if demanded in 
that name ' It is not merely the hi\£ of his kingdom that the 
Father must yield to us, if we ask; whalsueeer we ask we must 
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receive. But in fact the gift has already been made. '■ The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hands." When, therefore, we ask anything in thy name, we 
aak for what has already been made over to thee. 

But to whom is this promise made f To the apostles and to 
all who stand in the position that the apostles stood in. To 
those who have apostolic work to do, and apply themselves to 
it with apostolic consecration. With promises so vast, how 
vast should have been the performance of the Church, how 
rapid and signal her successes ! Every generation of believers 
that has come into existence, read the Gospel of John, and 
gone its way, must stand condemned in the presence of these 
nnapprehended promises. Are we grasping them ? Or even 
looking them in the face ? Or feeling our way towards them ? 



JnsK 15.—" In the world je shall havo tribulation."— John xvi, 33. 

There was a new and wondrous trial of mankind, when 
Christ dwelt on the earth. The world is always saying, " If 
we had been in Eden, we would not have brought ruin on our- 
eelvea." By the coming of Christ the earth was, as it were, 
made into a new Eden for the occasion, and men were tried 
over again. It was no longer the question, " Will they sin ?" 
But, " Will they receive God manifest in the form of man ? 
How will they treat the most glorious and admirable being in 
existence, infinitely humbling himself for their salvation ?" 
The trial was made as easy for them as it could be. The 
Jews were specially prepared for his coming. They were edu- 
cated to feel their need of an almighty Saviour. He came in 
the most propitiating guise conceivable. Yet he was re- 
jected, abhorred, killed. Let the world now forever he silent 
about its love of goodness, ils noble aspirations, its heavenward 
tendencies. He that made the world, the fountain of all ex- 
eellenoe, came into the world, into the elect and well-t jtored 
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part of it jct oncn intLr d frnm first to last noth ti^ but oppo 
aitioti and It waa nlj bj speeul efforts of dninc jower that 
Ilia life was prol n^ed sufEciently fjr li m. to make a c iiiplete 
mamfe^tition of tl e diMne nature ind accompli h all th twos 
requis te foi the saJvation of men 

Aa it la settled that the world haa no sjmjathj with true 
gocdnesa so there can be no que t on whit k i d of reception 
Jt w II give ti those whi cone m the name of Llirist hcai 
mg the image of Chriat The world pa* es throu;;h m nj 
pluses puts on miny tspecta but it has its own particular or- 
bit from which it nc^cr break? awij Its changes are always 
within certain well defined limits It is true to itself, true to 
its own rebellious will and undtr no felicity of circumstances, 
doe« it eier find itself sitting q iietly and humbly on the steps 
of God s thr ne 

Expect therefore that the bon and the tiger will give a 
gentle ind nmitahle recejt oi to the hmb; but do not expect 
that the world will pro^idi, acco"iiuodation for those wlio 
travel along the narrow path th.it leadeth unto everlasting 
life ; or busy itself to take up the stones out of that path. 
The world, indeed, has a great deal of wisdom, and has mani- 
fested it in these latter days by carefully studying how to treat 
the Church so as to make the Church as little a source of dia- 
comibrt as possible. Formerly it committed some blunders, by 
proceeding against it with fire and sword ; the faith, the joy, 
the dying hymns of those whom it burnt at the stake kept 
irritating the memory and making the ears to tingle, for a 
long time. But now the world parries the testimony of the 
Church by force of courtesy. It professes to be occupying it- 
self with the subject of religion, and to have almost made up 
its mind to embrace Christianity ; begging meanwLile that it 
may not be disturbed in its meditations. And then again, 
alas ! it haa got many unauapected vickiries over the Church, 
and its banner is flying from many a fortress where it should 
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never have been planted. But ho that will live godly il. 
Christ Jesus, will find the world very decidedly opposed tc 
Lim. It will seek at first to bind him perhaps with ribands, 
and not with iron chains; but bind him it will, if it can. 



JnNE 16. — "Beiog jnstified bj Taith, wa have peace nitb Odd."— Bo- 

We receive tidings of a treaty of peace between two nations 
lately belligerent. Anon, we receive intimations of another war 
possible. Rumors of wars never fail to agitate profoundly the 
general bosom of mankind. But there is a rumor of another 
war infinitely more dire than any, between man and his Maker. 
It is long since this war has broken out; for thousands of 
years it has been raging; and we see no signs of its immediate 
cessation. Men perceive not that all their other miseries pro- 
ceed from this feud; they seem not aware that the crueity of 
all other wars, the agony of all other scourges, are just scintil- 
lations from the battle flell where they and their Creator are 
arrayed against one an ther Let this teud be healed, and 
there will be no need to entertain terror of this despot or of 
that; to build barricades or la\ish treasures on forts and men 
of-war. Diplomacy is spending all its strength in vain, while 
it merely occupies itself with the differences between States. 
Holy alliances may exercise the spirit of war in one direction, 
but speedily it will leieal itself in mother There must be 
peace between man and his Creator, then and then only, will 
the nations understand one another, and perceive that they 
have one common interest. 

Blessed be God, we have a Peace-mater, who gave himself 
that man might be reconciled to God. His coming was the 
expression of God's amity. The flag of truee is held out to 
the world. The friends of peace are running to and fro in the 
earth, informing men that by simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, tlieii accumulated sins shall he done away; that they 
shall be held justified, and shall have the peace of God whict 
passetli all understanding. 



JpNE 17.-" To them who by patient continiianoe in well-doing Boek 
for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life."— Romans ii. 7. 

The path of faith and that of well-doing are not diTcriJe 
from each other; they are one. A man that is in the path of 
well-doing, and for whose deeds there is ever and anon drop- 
ping from the lips of God the espression, "Well done!" is 
already saved in an important sense. He has regained the 
footing from whence the world by transgression fell. He has 
certainly a large instalment of salvation. But, it is faith that 
brought him into this heavenward path, and that enables him 
to continue therein. It is faith that led him to renounce ail 
dependence upon his own miserable works, and to avail him- 
self of the works of Christ to obtain acceptance with God, and 
the freedom of that sacred path- It is faith that enables him 
to see the incomparable superiority over everything that the 
world can offer, of those grand prizes held up before him by 
the Lord of all ; to see gJory, honor, and immortality where 
they really are, where they esolusively are for man, in the new 
Jerusalem. 

There are many who are seeking for glory, honor, and im- 
mortality in very different paths from that of which we are 
speaking. By the path of well-doing, we mean, in one word, 
the path of God's will ; and all doing that is not strictly mo- 
delled on this, we reject : though it might seem to be such do- 
ing as would regenerate a continent, reclaim a Sahara, or ban- 
ish the deadliest plagues. 

Nothing in all the success that has waited upon Satan in 
his management of the world's affairs, is so saddening to con- 
template, as the false direction he has been enabled to give to 
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the enthusiasm of men. Enthualasm is a beautiful and sacred 
thing, implanted in us that we might launch furth on sublime 
enterprises of mercy to man and of glory to God. Enthusiasm 
would make of a holy man a seraph. Men hardly know what 
to do with this divine faculty. They thirst for glory, honor, 
immortality, but limit their conceptions of these things to what 
the world, the fallen, ruined, doomed world can give. Aa 
though a criminal on his way to the place of execution, should 
conceiQ himself to obtain honor and glory from his fellow- 
criminals. A world that rose up in utmost ferocity against 
the only faultless, the only truly glorious being that ever trod 
its soil, is not a world competent to decide where glory should 
be sought, what deeds are truly honorable, what immortality 
is worthy of man's utmost endeavor. It having rejected the 
elect of heaven, the only man found heroic in the eyes of God, 
we can turn away from its heroes, aad think lightly of its 
honorable ones. 

Jdni 18 "BelieTg on tha Lord Jeens Cbriat, and thou ehalt b* 

MTed."— Acta ivi. 31. 

And is this so difficult? Does your heart find itself com- 
petent to everything, rather than this ? Oh, what a reproach 
to you ! In feet, it is impossible to conceive of any more se- 
vere condemnation than that which you pass upon yourself, 
and day by day reiterate, while you continue not to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. You are asked to take his righteous- 
ness in preference to your own ; his wisdom rather than your 
own; his influence at the throne of God rather than your own. 
You are asked to become the servant of Christ, rather than 
continue the servant of sin ; to be the friend of Christ, rather 
than the friend of Satan; and to receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to free you from the control of unclean spirits. You 
are asked to choose him whom the good have chosen ; him 
whom ail the angels, the most exalted of finite beings; whom 
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God himself has chosen. You refuse; and choose rather to 
identify yourself with the multitude that crucified him. The 
blackest catalogue of crimes cannot more truly condemn & 
man, than the feet that you believe not on Jesus Christ 
condemns you. Your character comes out dark, base, odious, 
by this one fact. In vain you pretend to have love for your 
fellow-men, while you declare, as you emphatically do, " Not 
this man I" Were a vessel freighted with provisions to ap- 
pioach an island whose inhabitants were dying with starva- 
tion, what would you think of him who should refuse to co- 
operate in bringing her to shore ? And what must be thought 
of bim who cannot believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? You 
may for the present he deemed respectable ; but a day is 
coming when Christ will be known as the touchstone of mo- 
rality, and all who are without affinity with him, will be knowa 
as utterly reprobaf*. 



Imagine a number of men whose hearts arc filled with bit- 
terness against their sovereign, and, in a certain chamber, are 
industriously laboring at the construction of an infernal ma- 
chine, to be exploded on some approaching day when the sove- 
reign is to pass that way. The heart of this sovereign, aaj, is 
kindness itself. He receives information of what these men 
are doing. Disguising himself he comes among them, and 
eucceeda in convincing them that he is Iriendly, and will prove 
a valuable confederate. They receive him into their band, 
initiate him fully into their projects, and take his advice on 
many points. He soon obtains a great influence over them. 
They are struck with the superiority of hia character, the gene- 
rosity that beams in all his words and acts. He labors assidu- 
ously f© do them good; relieves their wants; visits their 
families that he may confer benefits upon them. His resources 



,y Google 



210 DAILY MEDITATIONS. 

appear boundless, but not greater than his beneficence. When 
injurpd i.r moulted he exhibits an astonishing pitience anil m 
fine by a purity and magnanimity such aa they have ne\er 
witnessed he succeuda in inspiring them with the utmost ail 
jnirafion And day by diy he labors with them in perfecting 
that machine thit is to be levelled aga nst himself Ihey 
Tininimously agree that he shall be their sovereign when they 
have killed the reigning one and that he shall distribute among 
them the office of the State just as m^Y seem good to him At 
length the day arrives; and as the hour approaches, when the 
king should pass that way, they wonder what has become of 
their generous friend. Suddenly he appears among them ; 
throws oif hia disguise, and the sovereign stands revealed. " I 
come," he says, " to save you from a great crime, and from a 
fearful doom. You have already chosen mo to be your sove- 
reign, and sworn to submit with delight to all my commands. 
I command that you shall come and dwell with me in my 
palace. While you have been preparing this engine for my 
destruction, I have been preparing sumptuous apartments for 
jour abode. I will associate with you as your friend, even aa 
I have done, and will do my best to fit you to fill the highest 
offices of State." 

Now, the thing that will most surprise these men, is the fact 
that while they were sinnera, while they were laboring for the 
death of their sovereign, he in secret was earnestly laboring 
for their highest good. And this is the thing that should most 
surprise us when we come to Christ, namely, the fact that while 
we were rearing higher the mountains of our iniquity, he was 
engaged in carrying out a scheme of the most traoscendant 
mercy and kirdness toward us. 
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June 20. — " Bo of good aourage, and he iball Btrengtlien your heart."— 
Fsn\ia ml. 24. 

Before you are conscious of any strength in your heart, 
while you feel yourself exceedingly weak and utterly ineoni- 
petent, evun then you are !« be of good courage. It requires 
very little true courage to be bold when tbere is the conscious- 
ness of strength. The courage that is well-pleasing in the 
sight of God, is the courage of faith; the courage of David, 
whose sling and stone were nothing, but who trusted simply in 
God. 

Nothing is more essential to the Christian than good cour- 
age. He needs in the first place courage to go into the presence 
of his sovereign, nothing daunfjjd, however much humbled, by 
the thought of his unworthiness, assured that all the virtue 
of Christ ia available for him. He needs courage to cancel the 
various articles of the compact of sin between him and the 
world; to come out from it and be separate; to be peculiar j 
to confess that he has transferred his allegiance to the crucified 
and risen one. He needs courage to break with the god of 
this world, and adopt the badge of the revolutionists who are 
seeking his overthrow. He needs courage to speak to those 
whom he loves, of their great need. He needs courage to 
manifest the new and better nature that baa been given him. 
He needs it to advance in a path of duty where there is no 
pioneer, with only a chart for the day, and no intimation of the 
morrow's perils. 

J<iNi!21.-"lIiSHngflCBiiduielhbiitamomeDt; in his faroi i> lifa."— 
Psalm ixs. i.. 

The idea is, that his anger is fugitive, his favor perennial. 
The contrast is between tlie words moment and life. The con- 
trast is sustained in what follows : " Weeping may endure for 
a aight, but joy eometh in the morning," even in the morning 
of a day, whose suji shall never go down. Paul renews it ia 
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the words, " Our light affliction, which ia but for a moment, 
worketh for ua a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory." As the ages of our prospective existence unfold to us, 
the misery of our mortal span will be reduced by an easy 
arithmetical progression, to something utterly infinitesimal. 
Seventy years of suffering are not very much in an existence 
tbnt reaches to a thousand years ; far from much, when pro- 
portioned to a period of ten thousand years ; in a hundred 
thousand years they are but as a drop to the bucket; in mil- 
lions of years as a drop to the ocean, a mere thought, a flash 
of lightning; in eternity, what? 

You venture to observe, perhaps, that man is so constituted 
that the present is to him necessarily like a mountain bound- 
ing his vision, and that he cannot be greatly affected by the 
conception of unending plains stretching beyond. 

To man's true constitution belongs fiiith, by means of which 
he soars aloft and looks down upon his past, present, and fu- 
ture. Observe, that the momentary anger bears a most im- 
portant relation to the et«rna! favor. It is that you may be 
led to press more eagerly towards this, and battle more braYClj 
with the enemies that would cut you off from it, that weeping 
is given to you for a night. 

In all God's anger to his people there is mercy. It is an 
unspeakable condescension in him to be angry. He might just 
put forth his power and sweep you away into everlasting 
misery. But no ! he deigns to express to you his displeasure. 
Thus did he even to the Ninevites; and they inferred that ha 
might, after all, pardon them. 



June 22.—" Teach me thy way, Lord."— Psftlm ixvii. 11. 

It will hardly be denied by any reflecting person that it la 
reasonable to suppose that there is for every human being a 
particular line of procedure which commends itself to God as 
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the best, und every deviation from whieh is a deviation from 
that which is best. When we consider how admirably God 
has organized man, how richly he has endowed him, with what 
authority he has invested him, aod with what appliances he 
has surrounded him ; when wo consider what an infinitude of 
wise and good thoughts God haa bestowed in the preparation 
of man for life ; can we heheve that God lias no particular will 
in regard to the way in which that life should be spent? We 
should he greatly surprised if a man should expend an im- 
mense sum of money in the building of a ship; employ the 
moat skilful artificers in perfecting her with respect to a thou- 
sand anticipated necesaitiea; render her strong, beautiful, swift, 
commodious; and then launch her and leave her to float at 
random over the waters, without any commander, without any 
instructions. Yet this appears to be the idea that many in- 
considerate persons entertain of human existence. They sup- 
pose that man is left without a chart, without instructions; 
and leave it to be inferred that God is the most inconsistent of 
all beings. Ask them why they suppose so ; if they have 
searched for the will of God, and found none; if they have 
sincerely asked God for instructions, and obtained no answer ; 
if they have been cordially willing to leave unto God the full 
control of their earthly existence; and they will be obliged to 
reply that they have not. Not only have they not sought, they 
have not been willing to see. 

Wo know, however, that God has a will with regard to every 
man, a will that takes note of every conceivable particular. We 
know that he is disposed to make known this will, and dis- 
posed also to teach us to do it. 

He teaches us to do it by making us sensible of our incom- 
petency to guide ourselves. One afl«r another, signal mistakes 
occur, to show us how absolutely we need a guide more intelli- 
gent than ourselves. We get disgusted with our own ignorance 
and short-sigbtednesa. We are like a man who finds himself 
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in the midst of a vast iaiAoTy, crowded with the most compli- 
cated and ponderous machinery, where mighty engines of death 
threaten him on the right hand and on the left, before and 
behind ; he makes a step in one direction, and receives a fright- 
ful blow; in another, and gets dreadfully lacerated; then he 
cries out in agony for some one tfl take him by the hand and 
lead him. 

He teaches us to do it by showing us the incompetency of 
others to guide us. Some persons are conscious of their in- 
aptitude, and look to others to show them what to do with life. 
They turn to Plato or Socrates, to Seneca or Confucius, to 
Carlyle or to La Eocliefoucauld, to this novelist or to that. In 
fact, there is hardly any one desirous of teaching but has some 
scholars. But, alas ! they find no way that is in any degree 
irreproachable. Life is with them a succession of bruises and 
losses. 

He teaches us to do his will, by letting us see it acted out in 
the beautiful life of Christ. — By giving ns to understand that 
this will has reference, first and last, in great matters and small, 
to our own best estal* and most assured happiness. — By un- 
folding to us the Scriptures. — By writing his word in our hearts. 
— By teaching us to abide in Christ. — By giving the Spirit to 

JuBE 23. — "Wboaoaver belioveth on him, eball not be asbaniBd." — Ko- 
mana ix. 33. 

After all, there is nothing that men detest so much as a 
feeling of shame. We hear a great deal of calamities, be- 
reavements, losses, sorroire, troubles, and numerous other syno- 
nyms; but all these are not near so odious to a man as a feel- 
ing of shame. There is not any calamity that men have not 
accepted in preference to a momentary feeling of shame. A 
feeling of shame in the mind of a man would make him insen- 
sible to the loss of bis father, or of any other very dear friendj 
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to the loss of property ; nay, to the loss of a kingdoia. Thou- 
sands have eonie up to the door which opens on the path that 
goes to everlasting life, and have seen that they were in danger 
of everlasting burnings, and have yet accepted of this danger 
rather than encounter the brief shame of entering. 

• So potent a principle has not been implanted in us for noth- 
ing. It was designed to be of unspeakable advantage to «s. 
And the Christian should seek that it may be as great an aid 
as it has been a hindrance to him. True shame creates in us 
a horror of everything that may bnng upon us the reproach 
of an enlightened conscience, the scorn of the lioly, the re- 
nunciation of God The soul has no more blessed guarantee, 
under the grace of God, than the presence of true shame in 
the heart. This will never for a moment allow ua to blush for 
what is not morally wrong, not a wilful transgression of the 
will of God. This will suifer us to pay no tribute to the mere 
conventionalities of life. This will keep us without guile; 
enable us to walk without any cloak over our conduct; and to 
regard with perfect equanimity the world's misapprehension 
of our conduct. 

A day is coming when self-condemning shame, shame inex- 
tinguishable, intolerable, soul-pervading, will take possession 
of those who have not believed on the Lord Je=us Christ. 
And all the shame that they have ever shrunk from in the 
journey of life, will return multiplied ten thousand times, and 
establish itself in their souls to go no more out for ever. Think 
of this, ye proud Ones, that daily avoid Home path of duty from 

^ some feeling of shame. You hold your heads erect among 
ungodly men, but it is at a fearful cost. What you refuse to 
experience is now but seed; it will grow to a whirlwind. 
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JcNK 24.— "Much more, being reconciled, we shall bo saved ty lii« 
hfs."— Romans v. 10. 

If we owe much to the death of Christ, we owe much more 
to his life. It were little to give us the freedom of the uni- 
verse, if in that universe we could not find Christ. It were 
little to give UiS itu mortality, if there were no Sun of Right- 
eousness to make that immortalitj glorious and beautiful. It 
would be like discovering some unknown friend in his dying 
tour; we have hardly time to acquaint ouraelf with his amaz- 
ing love, and to sec the flash of his kindness illuminating our 
life, before he is removed hy dentil, and wc are left to a deso- 
lation greater than we had ever known before, because of the 
moral beauty and the heart of love that had for a moment 
revealed themselves. 

The death of Christ was one oxhihition of the iove of 
Christ; he lives that he may, forever and forever, give uH 
newer, still newer, still newer expressions of his unfailing 
goodness. Being reconciled, there is no longer anything to 
hinder the forthflowing of the divine beneficence toward us. 
God is love ; and we helong to the number of those whose 
whole business in life, in everlasting life, ja to be making ad- 
vances in the experience of God's love. But there will he 
ever something special in the manner by which we have be- 
come reconciled, to make us singularly dear to God and la 
Christ. He hath graven our names upon the palms of his 
hands. He was pierced for us. We were chosen in such a 
furnace of affliction as had never been kindled by Babylonian 
kings. He can never look upon us without the thought of 
what he suffered to bring us nigh unto God, 



JcKB SS.— " If God be for as, who can be ugainBt as ?"— Rom, riii. 31. 

If God be for us, we are justified in mating light of all our 
Any injury that they can do us is of little account. 
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■while we have this all-powerful ally. This seems a mere tru- 
ism; hut it is really the language of an uncommon faith. Ha 
goes on to enumerate tribulation, persecution, distress, famine, 
nakedness, peril, the sword. Now, these things involve tre- 
mendous losses ; loss of honor, friends, domestic and social en- 
joyments, wealth, liberty, security, and even food and clothing. 
Before the thousandth part of these evils, the boldest hearts 
Lave recoiled, the strongest have turned and fled. The assur- 
ance that G od would be with them had no more power to nerve 
and <»nifort them, than if a shield made of cobwebs had been 
presented to them. The language of Paul is the language 
then of one whose faith has taught him to find everything ex- 
cellent, everything desirable in God. In vain the world arrays 
its forces, puts on its terrors; he knows the utter ins igniGea nee 
of these compared with the treasures of might that dwell with 
liim, because God dwells with him. 

When the Israelites came out of Egypt, the entire force of 
Egypt was against them. The sea was against them. The 
desert was against them. The Anialekites were agaiast them. 
All nations were against them. Their own inexperience, their 
w.iywardness, their evil habits, — these were agninst them. But 
God was with them. And they came off more than conquerors. 
Thus it was with the apostles. The Jews were against them, 
and so were the Gentiles. Stripes, bonds, and imprisonment 
awaited them in every place. The power of the priesthood 
was against them. All the powers of an empire, the mightiest 
the world had ever seen, were against them. Yet they tri- 
umphed. God was with them and none hut God 

Had the church a I nth more apostolic there would not be 
seen, as there is, alas' too much, a dispoiiitina to snatch at 
worldly aid, and to aiail our'^ehea of worldly wisdom We 
need to know that he who is with us is mit^htier than they 
that are in the world Knew we this better, we would enter 
IS 
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many paths from whicl; we now turn away; address om-selves 
to many tasks to which we now shut our eyea. 



Jdse 26.—" Quench not the Spirit."—! Thcsaaloniana v. 19. 

Thia is the utterance of the Spirit, and teaches, if language 
can teach anything, that the influences of the Spirit may be 
lost. His presence is as the existence of a heaven-born flame 
in the heart, which needs to be carefully watched and guarded, 
which, if its proper aliment be withheld, wilJ die out. The 
language of Scripture from beginning to end, is perfectly con- 
eistent with itself, though the points that establish this con- 
sistfincy are not thrust conspicuously forward. Scripture ia 
exceedingly bold, far more bold than our theological systems; 
and whde it dwells on any truth, gives that truth all its ap- 
propriate magnitude, its fullness of honor, without fearing that 
some other truth may thus siifier loss. The sovereignty of God, 
the dependence of man, the safety of the elect, the perseverance 
of the saints, — these things are declared with the utmost poai- 
tiveness; the obligation of men to believe, to wait by faith, to 
exercise all Christian afieetions, to grow in grace, t« bring forth 
fruit, to resist teinptiitioii, to work out their own salvation, — 
these things also are stated in a most emphatic manner. To 
deny the one class of truths is just as fatal as t« deny the other. 
The Spirit of God is omnipotent, the purposes of God are ab- 
solute; but if an individual obey not the guidance of the Spirit, 
he will quench the Spirit. The man that discards the word 
"if" from his theology, has no longer a Uible. If a man mock 
the word of God, bj saying that the Spirit may not be 
quenched, there is reason to fear lest he have already quenched 
the Spirit. 

In order that jou may not quench the Spirit, you must 
make it a constant study to know what is the mind of the 
Spirit. You must discnminite with the utmost care between 
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his suggestions atd the suggestions of your own leceitful 
heart. You will keep in constiuit recollection what are the 
offices of the Spirit, as deseribed by Christ in the gospel of 
JoJin. Vou will be on jour guard against impulsive move- 
inents, inconsiderate acts, rash words. You will abide in 
prayer. Search the word. Confess Christ on all possible oc- 
casions. Seek the society of his people. Shrink from con- 
fbntiity to the world, its vain fashions, unmeaning etiquette 
Be scrupulous in your reading. " \\'hat I say unto you, I saj 
unto all, Watch !" " Have oil in your lamps." " Quench not 
the Spirit." 



the gift uf righteousness, shiiil reign in life by one, Jesus tlliriat."— 

The object is to show that Christ has much more than re- 
paired the ruin wrought by Adam, in the case of all those who 
avail themselves of the salvation wrought out by him. Instead 
of the one throne where Death sat and swayed the destinies 
of man, there are now myriads, millions of thrones, on each of 
which a believer is to sit and give the universe a visible de- 
monstration of what Christ can bestow upon the soul that 
comes to him. 

First, he is to receive abundance of grace, and of the g^ft 
of righteousness. It is impossible for him to receive this 
without the renunciation of his own imagined goodness, 
strength, and glory. He must be emptied of self; impover- 
ished with respect to all that he has called wealth; ruined 
with respect to all that he has called life, honor, and excel- 
lence. He dies. He lives again. The full tide of God'a 
abounding grace finds itself now at liberty to flow into his 
soul. He follows the highway of holiness. He has a white 
stone with a strange inscription, in exchange for which he ia 
to receive a crown of far more than imperial dignity, at tha 
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treasury of heaven. When asked if he is a king, he, like his 
Lord, replies, "Thou sayest it;" and if jou choose, you niaj 
mock him as men did his Lordj he cannot, liowcvcr, but bear 
witness to the truth. 

Thu^ there are millions of kings, and each of them immea- 
surably more exalted than any king of earth ever was. Do 
you aslt, over whom they are to reign ? Know that it doca 
not become the kings of Christ's appointment, to reign over 
any but kings. All their subjects are kings. For they are 
all subjects to each. This is one badge of their kingdom, that 
they in honor prefer one another, and that each finds his hap- 
piness in consecration to the good of others. 



June 28.—" I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, nnd 
bon thuu cnnet not bear tlicm that nie evil."— Ravel at! on ii. 2. 

How many thousands are striving, by the sweat of their 
brow, by sleepless nights, by sacrifices of health and wealth, by 
bitter mental toil, by the unflagging consecration of all their 
powers, to win the attention of men, and are striving in vain. 
What disappointments pour daily upon them without inducing 
them 1o seek another goal for their hopes. " The spurns that 
patient merit of the unworthy takes," do rot extinguish the 
hope of winning from this unworthy world, sooner or later, 
some slight acknowledgment of the powers now so unsuccuss- 
fully exerted. How many nobly-endowed spirits live and labor 
under the constraining influence of the hope, for the most part 
delusive, that the world will one day say to them, " I know 
your works." To die unknown, is the one lake of fire which 
they unresistingly seek to escape. Ask them if they will not 
avail themselves of the consolation so certainly obtained by 
those that seek it, the consolation of being known to Christ, 
and they will laugh you to scorn. 

On tLe other band, the true people of Christ are stirred to 
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their inmost depths by the belief that he, the Lord of glory, 
knows their \?orks, their labor and thei 
works are not appreciated by men ; thej an 
jvil doers; they spend their strength for ni 
ippiause of men is concerned; but they a 
dantly in the thought that Jesua knows 
words "labor" and "patience" seem to 
' works." What they do for Christ they do energetically, 
with heart and strength, and they persevere in the doing of it, 
no matter how many hinderancea and chilling influences pre- 
sent themselves. 

Christ is jealous when he sees any servant of his, making 
great account of the praise of others, happy or troubled as he 
obtains it or misses it, discontented when there is on!y tlie ap- 
probation of Christ, and allowing the applause of Christians to 
hidefrom him the dissatisfaction of Christ. Teach me, Lord, 
cost what It may, to find the peace which passeth all under- 
standing in the assurance of thy regard for the poor service 
thon enablcst me to render. Let me not be willing that the 
incentives derived from prospects held out by this rebellious, 
sinful world, should succeed in animating others to deeds of 
greater devotion and consecration, than shall be elicited from 
me by the anticipation of that greeting which thou wUt extend 
to him that overcomes, keeping thy works uuto the end 



If one want poetry, there is a whole poem in these few 
words. Heaven, earth; time, eternity; saints, angels; the 
redeemed soul ; its sins, passions, frailties, woes, miseries fleeing 
in the distance; — such, and more, are the characters and the 
scenery presented to our imagination, or to our faith, as wa 
gaze into this verso. Perhaps some rcminiicence of what he 
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had himself ^sperienied in his earthlj career, visited the mind 
of David, and aaaisted him to form a bright conception of what 
God would do for him hereafter. He may have recalled the 
morning when his offer to go forth and meet Goliath, elicited 
only shouts of derision; and the evening of the same day 
when he was compassed about with songs of deliverance u^ 
tered by the host of the Israelites, while the surviving Philis 
tinea were fleeing overwhelmed with confusion, to their own 
borders. 

A person known to us once had a dream, which may help 
to illustrate the test. He had been very recently brought to 
the knowledge of Christ's saving truth. He dreamt that he 
found himself in an open plain ; when suddenly a terrible 
being appeared, from whom he felt that he must escape, if he 
would not forever perish. The only object that his eye could 
discern was a small and rather mean-looking house. To this 
he fled; entered it; and feeling that he was pursued, passed 
through it, and through a yard that was attached to it. Pres- 
ently he found himself at the foot of a mighty precipice that 
rose as perpendicularly as a wall, and towered above the skies. 
The enemy was upon him. He felt that he must go up this 
wall-like precipice, or be lost; so he attempted the ascent. 
His hands were here of no use ; for there was nothing lor 
them to seize; and he had to plant his feet, in defiance of all 
hwB of gravitation, horizontally against the wall. Yet he was 
actually enabled to mount up in this way, A prodigious effort 
was needed at first; (yet, if there had been no invLsible aid, 
what could even a prodigious effort have accompiished under 
such circumstances ?) but as he held on his way, and mounted 
higher and higher, even into the skies, the task became less 
difficult; and though new heights, not anticipated, remained 
to be climbed, yet he found a heart to climb them cheerfully 
and hopefully. At length he reached the summit, and a vision, 
glorious beyond description, burst upon his view. A multitude 
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of the heavenly host were there, scattered ov;r the plain, and 
crowded upon gentle hills that overlooked the scene; theii 
eyes were all on him; and they all burst forth with aonga of 
deliverance on his account; while a being glorious enough to 
he the Lord of all this enraptured host, came to him who had 
there arrived, and received him, as he fainted through the force 
of unspeakable emotions, and bore him away not altogether 
insensible, for the songs of the jubilant host stilt t 



JnBE 30.— "All are yours, Bnd je are Chriat's."— 1 Corinthiaaa iii. 23. 

The way to possess unlimited treasure is to give yourself 
away. How little the philosophers who sought by alchemy to 
obtain the art of transmuting mean things to precious, — how 
little did they dream that the art of acquiring worlds of wealth 
had been long before divulged, and that it consisted simply in 
giving one's self away to Christ 5Icn are victims of the 
unhappy delusion that their own self is a nucleus, a beginning 
of wealth, around which they must wrap acquisition after ac- 
quisition, till they have greatly magnified themselves. Iq this 
way, however, they are only heaping up riches for the last day, 
only fattening themselves for the slaughter. Let a man give 
himself, and all belonging to himself, to Christ; feeling at the 
same time that he is only giving what he had never any right 
to withhold, what it were the most audacious usurpation to 
think for a moment of withholding; let him rejoice to know 
Christ as the Lord of all ; and in that very hour he will find 
UiniBelf possessor of all. All thinga were made for Him, it ia 
said; that ia, for Christ; and if for Christ, then for the be- 
liever ; for the two are joint-heirs. 

AU filings are yours ; therefore all the arrangements of God 
are yours. In none of the arrangements of God is your hap- 
pinciw overlooked. The gold and silver of this world are found 
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abut.dantly in the hands of others, not at all in yours , — well, 
this is one of those arrangements that conbimplate jour good. 
Worldly wealth docs not belong to those who seem to have it; 
but to those who get tho good of it. There are a thousand 
little conveniences of life which you could not enjoy were not 
other men rich enough to embark in enterprises. They them- 
Betves perhaps receive great damage from the wealth that they 
hold during the brief term of life; but your profit from it all 
is guaranteed in heaven. All things are yours; the prosperity 
af others, your own adversity, sickness, humiliation, losses, the 
slements, earth, heaven, time, eternity. 

Your chief joy is, that you are Christ's; and you rejoice 
that all things are yours, chiefly because they will serve to 
make you a less unworthy possession to Christ. Holiness is 
yours; the image of God; spiritual, moral, and physical per- 
fection ; a crown of glory that fadeth not away ; magnificent 
and inconceivable destinies. Viewing yourself as the property 
of Christ, you rejoice for his sake that this wondrous wealth 
is to roll in upon you, and that the mean atone ia to be con- 
verted into a peari of great price. 



Jdlt I.—" Take heed, and beware of covetousness."— Lule lii. 15. 

Our Lord calls special attention to the danger by a special 
admonition. Out of that little band that accompanied him, 
one made shipwreck on this rock. The whole life of Jesus 
was ca£t into a mould of uttermost hostility to it; and the 
eflTect was seen in the Pentecostal Church, where no man called 
anything his own. But we are fallen upon very different 
times; and neither the esample nor the earnest warnings of 
Christ and his apostles, have power to keep down this spirit in 
the Church. If the token of a pure Church is its freedom 
from covelousness, then is the Chnieh of our day corrupt in- 
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deed. The parable spoken in immediate connection wj h lliesa 
word?, shows that our Lord understands by covetousnesa, the 
laying up of much goods for many years, and rejoicing in that 
provision. The man described in the parable did not, that we 
are told, practise extortion or commit frauds in order to be 
rich ; but being, in the providence of God, made rich beyond 
all hw present wants, chose rather to consider his own future 
possible wants, and make provision for them, than to alleviate 
the actual wants of the poor around about him. He was un- 
willing to relinquish money that he did not now want, because 
a time might come when he would want it. 

The Church has utterly discarded the idea that there is any- 
thing in the word of God to hinder her from seeking any 
amount of wealth. There are thousands and tens of thousands 
of Christians, whose consciences would take alarm at once, at 
the presence of sin in other forms, who are deterred by no 
manner of scruple from embarking with all their heart in the 
endeavor to accumulate wealth far beyond any actual and even 
probable wanta. " They pull down their barns and build 
greater," without a single ominous reflection coming to remiud 
them of the poor, in whose barns there is Dothing. 

How shall a man beware of covetousness ? Let him learn 
to look upon the things of others, to occupy himself more with 
the greater wants of others than with his own lesser wants, to 
know himself as simply a steward of the goods of God, and to 
shrink far more from being written down in the estimation of 
heaven " a fool," than in the estimation of earth. Had the 
man in the parable pursued any other course than he did, men 
would have said unto him, " thou fool ;" but how infinitely 
more dreadful to hear it from God, Let the Christian know 
where his true wealth is ; and trust God with his future wanta. 
Has faith nothing to do with temporal matters ? Who can 
«ay it that ever read the word of God? 
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JcLT 2.— "Hide not thj fan* farfroni me,"— Pealin ixvU. 9. 

There are those wlio never need to use these words, because 
they have no experience of that which is deprecated They 
know not what is meant by such language as this : " Cause 
thy faee to shine upon me." This language implies a personal 
acquaintance with a personal God. It teaches that God is 
pleased to make communications of his grace to the soul of 
the believer, that are to him like the uplifting of a veil from 
the face of the one beloved and adored. We ought all of ua 
to have for higher conceptions than we have, of the power of 
God to manifest himself by the agency of the Holy Spirit. 
It is not to be questioned that in this dispensation we are able 
to ha^e more glorious and surprising revelations of the Deity 
than were enjoyed under the previous dispensation. Isaiah 
and Daniel Abraham, and EzekieJ, envied us, and longed to be 
in our pi we, and we greatly dishonor the Spirit, if we sup- 
pose that in this dispensation there is no provision made for 
the occisionjl glorious manifestation of God unto the soul of 
the believer. We are saved by hope, and our greatest bless- 
edness is of eonrse in the future ; but the best preparation for 
this is in the recognition of the sublime privileges now bestowed. 
Let it not be thought that we honor Christ more by overlook- 
ing our present opportunities of knowing his glory, and wait- 
ing for his appearing in the clouds of heaven. If we truly 
love his appearing, we will seek now to sound the utmost 
depths of the meaning of the promises contained in the four- 
teenth chapter of the Gospel by John. 

t 

JoLr 3.—" He will be our guide, even uuto death."— Psalm ilviii. li. 

The guide of whom ? Of those who feel that this world ia 
a labyrinth, and that the secret of its mazes is known only to 
God, — that it is the camp of an enemy ; and that unless the 
cJoud of the presence of God encompass ua about, we have no 
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security, not fjr a moment — that it is a field thoroughly un 
dermined and honey conibel with aubteiT mean tr'iins of gun 
powder in e\ cry direction, exploding eiery minute, and that 
unless lie lead us, we perish ^\ hat is the proof of this ^ 
Is not this Ixnguige mere rhapsody? "It certainly !«," say 
men iu eeneral , ' the world we h\e in, is on the whole a safe 
and comfortable world, peace and sattty wait upon our paths ' 
Not so, we reply, we have the best warrant lor our langua^^ 
The number ot the deid and dying te-tifies to the dan "(.r 
You spread jour table on the green sward, jou bring forth 
generous wines , you sit down with your companions, and pass 
the hour in great coniiiialitj the birds '■lag pleasantly in the 
neighboring grove, the face of nature seems gladsome enough. 
Nevertheless, the field where you are sitting, is the field of the 
dead and dying. Are there many that be saved ? Not hith- 
erto. The multitude still go in at the broad gate, and hasten 
to destruction; the few go in at the straight gate, and obtain 
life. The things that seem to you to smile so friendlily upon 
you are the mortal enemies of men ; the splendid halls to 
which you hasten have vaults beneath them, and in these 
vaults myriads of lost souls wait in anguish the day of Judg- 
ment. Man is so mortal, that almost anything is deadly to 
him. Were you in a battle where nine men out of every tea 
sent against the enemy were swept rapidly away, you would 
not say, " Peace and safety." 

He is the guide of those who feel their need of an all-wise, 
all-powerful, all -condescending guide, and who are willing to 
yield their own preferences to his, their own ideas to his, in 
traveling over the glaciers of life. This word is a 'amp to 
their feet, a light unto their path. He will hold their hand 
till they reach the gate of death ; and passing through it, they 
will see that it is the gate of paradise. Death confesses itself 
vanquished, when it sees them walking on the battlementa 
clothed in white. 
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These parallelistua of Scripture seem sometimes very rude. 
This one, for instance, teaches us that the wicked are they who 
trust not in the Lord. Men know not what to make of thi& 
definition. As for the wicked, they say, we know well who 
they are; these men that are brought up at the sessions of the 
Civil Courts, and tried for felonies, murders, misdemeanors; 
and besides these, certain other persons who have given us an- 
noyance without rendering themselves amenable to the law. 
Men that heat slaves to death, women that destroy their in- 
fants, children that expose their parents to the waves or to 
wild animals, — these, too, are wicked. 

But do you trust in God? have you made the everlasting 
God your refuge ? do you walk by faith ? do you condemn 
yourself and recognize Christ as the source of al! your good- 
ness, wisdom, strength ? If not, then you need not go out of 
yourself to find the wicked. " Thou art the man;" the very 
man the Bible talks so much about, as needing to he born 
again, being under condemnation, a child of wrath, led captive 
by the god of this world. How deplorable is it that in reading 
the descriptions of the wicked in the Bible, you should always 
be thinking of another, rather than of yourself. For what we 
are now pressing upon you, though it may seem rude, yet has 
in it a well-Lead of exquisite consolation. For observe, it is a 
very simple matter to pass out of the ranks of the wicked, to 
escape thdr many sorrows, and to find yourself compassed 
about by mercy, as by a legion of angels. You have only to 
trust in the Lord j to discover yourself ruined, and hasten to a 
throne of grace ; to iet faith rule in your heart ; to receive and 
be governed by the Holy Spirit. The best of men that ever 
lived, were once wicked like yourself, and only by faith in 
God's goodness, through Christ, were they made to differ. 
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JuLV 5.— "The T.ord is nigh unto them that nro of a broken lieari, and 
Bavelli such as be of a contrite spirit."— Psalm xxxiy, 18. 

Here again, the parallelism tells us somethiag. He is nigh 
to save. His presence is salvatioQ. Their misery is not 
nearer to them than their deliverer. To their hroken heart, 
the whole universe seems hroken ; to their desolate spirit, all 
creation seems desolat*. Crushed beneath a sense of unwor- 
thiness, forlornness, helplessne^, they dare not lift up their 
eyes to heaven, and they know that it is useless to lift them to 
anything leas than heaven. Irremediahle sorrow seems their 
portion. But the Lord hasteiieth to the place where they sit 
solitary. He docs not announce his coming by angelic pre- 
cursors; he does not descend on a bright cloud; no visihle 
glory, no audible sound attests his presence. But the eye of 
the broken-hearted sinner falls upon the eighteenth verse of 
the thirty-fourth Psalm, and beholds there the intimation of 
God's presence. The earthquake of the heart has opened a 
way for faith; and faith has opened a way for God. Formerly 
this word would have seemed like an engaging falsehood, a po- 
etical fiction ; nothing less than a hand of flame tracing the 
announeeraent in letters of fire upon the wall would have in- 
duced the recognition of suoh a truth. But faith lets God he 
t.rue ; and places him also among those whose words are to be 
believed. And if the Lord is nigh, then is all good nigh. 
When the Lord was with the first disciples, lacked they any- 
thing ? All our lost treasures are found again in him. All 
our bankrupt powers are found perfected in him. In his pre- 
sence is fulness of joy. 



July 6— "Ib anj among you offliclod? Let bim pray." — James t. 13. 

This word that we now encounter is moving with haste and 
earnestness among the haunts of men. Up one street, down 
another, knocking at this door and at that, stopping to address 
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here a company of noble personages, there a gathering of tlie 
poor and mean, it wends its way wjtli soniethiog angelic in its 
mien, on very much the same mission that engaged the 
thougiits and energies of our Lord when on the earth. 

'' Is any among you afflicted ?" It speaks in a kindly ac- 
ent, knowing that many of these afflicted ones are unwilling 
to disclose their inward grief. It speaks with earnestness, aa 
though it were conscious of possessing some medicament for 
the woes of mankind. It does not merely say, " Art thou af- 
flicted ? But are there afflicted ones among you ? Do you 
know of any in the circle of your friends ?" 

" I know of some," will bo the natural response. " I have 
been myself afflicted, and shall probably be so again. Some 
of my friends are even now afflicted, and most welcome would 
my visit be to them, if I could banish their affliction. But 
how may this be?" 

Gro and tell tliem to pray. 

" But all men pray." 

On the contrary, scarce any pray. And hero is the evil, 
that almost all suppose they know what prayer is. As Naa^ 
man heard the command to wash in the Jordan, so they hear 
the direction to pray. They are perfectly unable to under 
stand how prayer should be the means of delivering them from 
sorrow. Many came in contact with the garment of Jesus as 
they crowded around him, without receiving any benefit; 
others, touching in faith, found in a moment what they had 
sought for scores of years. Go to your afflicted friends and 
tell them to pray; to pray in faith; by the prayer of faith to 
draw near to God the fountain of all good, in the name of our 
sympathizing High-priest ; and they shall receive the Holy 
Ghost, who will disclose unto them the riches of the grace of 
God imbedded in the promises ; will convince them of their 
own unworthiness and take away pride, that inward cancer, 
that great enemy of peace; will remind them that whom God 
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loveth he chasteneth ; will make them aware that they have 
been strangely oblivious of an inheritance most magnificent and 
Boul-satiafying, fading not away ; will give them patience, fiub- 
mission, hope and love ; and compensate them a hundred-fold 
for that of which they have been bereft. 



The Bible does not mock the anguish-bitten soul by telling 
it that the Christian cannot eiperience unhappiness or disap- 
pointment; or by telling it that it has no business to be 
wrett'hed. The followers of the righteous Jesus are told dis- 
tinctly that there are afflictions for them ; and that these af- 
flictions are many. So in drawing up an inventory of what 
belongs to them, they may put down many afflictions. These 
are a part of their property. 

We see that it is not a disreputable thing to suffer. We 
are in good company. 

The righteous man is infinitely more blessed In hia afflictions 
than the unrighteous man is in his exemption. The den of 
lions may be a better place than the rojral couch. 

The afflictions of the righteous are those that he encounters 
in the attempt to walk righteously. Some come upon him 
from his unsubmissive nature struggling against the new prin- 
ciple that seeks to control it. Many from the wickedness of 
men, who do their utmost that he may not continue in a path 
that they abhor. Many from the lukewarmness and want of 
sympathy of his brethren. Some from the suggestions of the 
adversary, seeking to undermine his faith. Others again from 
the strange procedure of God \ery different from what he had 
erringly anticipated. He thought that Liod would never let 
him be cast into a pit or sold to T-(hmaeht«s Ho thought that 
God would move with the speed of lightning to his rescue. 
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He thouglit that God would call to him out of the clouds, " I 
have heard thy prayer." Some afBictious come upon him from 
wounded affections. Some from the disappearance of loved 
ones. Happy for us if we are able to feel in al! our afflictions 
that they are the afflictions of the righteous. Not brought 
upon us by our own folly — by the neglect of divine guidance — ■ 
by the contravention of providence. 

All the afflictions of the righteous open out into something 
glorious. The prisoner is not merely delivered, but he finds 
an angel waiting for him at the door. And with every deliv- 
erance comes a specific birasing. One angel is named faith; 
another, love; another, joy; another, long-suffering; another, 
gentleness; another, goodness; another, meekness; another, 
temperance; another, peace. Each of these graces saya, "We 
have come out of great tribulation." 



JoltS.— "The Lord red cemeth the soul of his Eervatits, and none of 
them that trust in him shall be desolate"— Psalm iixiv. 22. 

The parallelism shows us that his servants are those that 
trust in him. How can a man enter upon this service without 
trusting in him ? To acknowledge this master is rebellion to 
the worid. Thousands are ready to spring to their arms when 
they see us put away from our forehead and from our hand the 
sign of our submission to the powers of this world. A man 
that would serve God, has no longer sword or spear to trust 
in; riches or luck or cunning; rank or favor; the multitude 
or the prince; a fortress or a cavern; learning or genius or 
eloquence ; nothing in fact remains for him to trust in bnt 
God. The servant is not greater than his master ; he partakes 
with his master the hostility of the world; and he has naught 
to look to but the promise of his master. Desolation seems 
to stare him in the face; but he is assured that none of them 
that trust in the Lord shall be desolate. 
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Desolation seemed to frown upon the Pilgrim fathers as they 
forsook the shores of the old world and went forth to a land 
which they knew to be not at all flowing with milk and honeyf" 
rather indeed inhospitable, hleak and savage. Innumerable 
dangers beset those infant colonics; hut they found the grace 
of the Lord corresponding with the word of the Lord. In- 
stead of being outlaws they became lawgivers; instead of 
being vilified as opposers of the faith, they became celebrated 
as expounders of the faith ; and the howling wilderness be- 
came as the garden of the Lord around them. 

But sometimes the roost bitter esperience of desolation is 
in the crowded walks of men; sometimes in the bosom of a 
large family. Nothing is more desolating than to be closely 
surrounded on every side by those who are called friends, kins- 
folk, but who have no manner of sympathy with the ruling 
sentiment of our heart. Often has one so situated longed for 
the most lonely spot, and deeply felt that the solitary place 
would be glad, beautiful, heavenlike, in comparison with his 
situation. But oflen again has such a sou! turned to God and 
found it possible to obtain a triumph over ita desolation. The 
life of Glod perfected in that soul, haa sent forth streams into 
the uncongenial elements around, and so vindicated itself by 
celestial love and patience that they too have been led to drink 
and live. How blessed a thing was it that that soul could not 
escape in the day of its weariness. 

But those that do not trust in him shall be desolate. Per- 
haps they came to the borders of Canaan, and it Beemed to 
them an uninviting land; a sad and solitary existence seemed 
to expand before them; they hesitated for awhile; then the 
persuasions of their worldly friends prevailed ; they went back 
to the multitude. Itut will the multitude keep them from de- 
solation ? Alas ! can anything be more desolate than the soul 
that is without Uod. 

An hour is coming when men, aa they have preferred to 1m 
a* * 
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without God, so t!icy shall be driven with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the glory of his presence; thenceforth will everlast- 
ing and universal desolation encompass them about, such as 
eye hath not seen nor heart conceived. 



July 9.—" God is faithful, bj whom we were oalled unto the fellowship 
of his Hon Jesus Christ our Lord."— 1 Corinthians i. S. 

Called unto the fellowship of Christ, seems to mean, called 
unto a community of interest and of destiny with Christ. One 
Spirit is to be common to the believer and Christ; to each 
there is one life of humiliation, one eternity of glory; to each 
the hatred of the world, Christ's peace and joy are the believ- 
er's ; the same love of the Father is given to each ; there is to 
each a resurrection and ascension. But he that is called to a 
part is called to the whole. If we suffer with him, we shall 
reign with him; not otherwise. He is indeed the Captain of 
our salvation ; and the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin 
of the world. Though crucified with him, yet there were 
sacrificial sorrows of his which we know not. 

Of course it will be thought a sublime thing in the last day, 
to sit down with Jesus on his throne, and participate a glory 
that shall light up the universe. Eat only he shall sit there 
who is now cordially associated with Christ in the midst of a 
gainsaying and perverse generation. The marvel is that, with 
the certainty of such an exalted destiny in reserve, there should 
be so little readiness to pursue the path that leads to it. Is it 
thought that God is not faithful, and that after enduring count- 
less humiliations for the namo of Christ, the reward will he 
withheld ? But God is not only faithful, he is faithfulness it- 
self; he must cease to be himself before he can be unfaithful. 
Faithfulness in God is simply acting in accordance with his 
own character, simply having his own way. In order to induce 
a man to be faithful, we labor to make him go out of himself, 
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— control his own inclinations and l^ndencies ; it is almost like 
asking a barque driven with the wind and tossed, to remain 
motionless on the bosom of the agitated waters. But God is a 
rock; and a strange spectacle it would indeed be, if he should 
vacillate and be thrown from his native steadfastness. He 
knew our nature perfectly before he took that nature in hand 
tw redeem it. He cannot be taken by surprise at any develop- 
monta in ua. It was not because he believed us somewhat cor- 
nipt, that he undertook our redemption ; he knew us to be 
wiiat we are only gradually discovering ourselves to be, utterly 
corrupt. Heaven and earth then may pass away, but He will 
remain faithful to his own deelared purpose, and present us to 
the scrutiny of the universe, holy, unblemished, unblameable. 



JiJLV 10— They rtali be abundantly satisfied wim the fatness of thy 
house, and thou shait make them drink of thy pleasures."— Pealm xixvi. S, 

The blessedness of God will be the blessedness of his people. 
Their purity shall be without stain, their love without limit; 
wherefore their happiness shall know no bound. Their charac- 
ter will correspond to the character of God; wherefore their 
felicity will bo the same as his. Men, as they arc generally, 
could find no satisfaction jn God's house, in the place where 
his glory has its highest revelation; nor is there anything at- 
tractive to them in the river of his pleasures. Satan has so 
vitiated their palate with the caustic of sin, that tliey have no 
faculty of appreciating'the banquet that is spread in heaven. 
Kven the Israelites preferred the leeks and onions of Egypt to 
the manna from heaven. 

Happy are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
Give them the most esquisite viands that man tan prepare, 
and their tears will fall as they eat; they long to arise and hie 
them to some humble chamber where believers bow the knee 
before their heavenly Father and ask for his reviving grace. 
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They have tasted of a jarticuUr fo d and their whole nature 
has been briught under the ench intment of it they disdain 
all that they formerly th u^ht excLlknt, and never can they 
be satisfied till that hei\enborQ appetit* br ngs them to the 
mansion of their Fithcr an! to that garden whire the sainta 
walk in h^ht and drink of the nyer of the pleasures of God 

Tlie rioer of (hij jykasures. This is my beloved feOD la 
whom I am well pleased." Thus aaith the Eternal Father. 
What aayest tliou? "In these things I delight," saith the 
Lord ; " in loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousness." 
What liayest thou ? " As a bridegroom rejoiceth over the 
bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee." " The Lord taketh 
pleasure in them that fear him." Dost thou ? We must bo 
drinking even now of the river of the pleasures of God ; then 
have we an assured hope that our thirst shall be fully slaked 
in the beatific future. 



JtJi.v !1.— "With thee is the fountain of life; in (Ly light shall wO Sea 
light."— Psalm xxxvi. S. 

In a few verses of this psalm, we have the elysinm of God 
divinely sketched, and how do all the eljsian scenes of poets 
fade in comparison with it. There is poetry and there is wis- 
dom in the abstinence that controls the delineation. They 
that minutely depict the home of the blessed and seek to pre- 
§ent lis with a, finished drawing of it, forget that whateTCT can 
be thus photographed is of necessity fallen from the region tn 
which faith, hope, and whafeoever is heavenly in us, aspires. 
Give us a minute description of heaven and it is no more 
heaven. For what we need to understand by heaven is a 
place or a condition such as eye hath not seen, ear hath not 
heard, heart not conceived; having so little in common with 
earth that earthly language is no medium for the expression 
of ittt marvels; and whose distinguishing elements must just 
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be liinted ; negations being more employed than affirmytiona. 
Oh, how mucli reason li m t d re and rejoice in the re- 
ticence of the Bacrcd w te th of the Spirit who dwelt 
in them ! 

Let us not fail also t ad tl f ct that eTcrything which 
is uttered concerning th pi f ( od's glory, has reference to 
us. We are told of f u t n f 1 f 3, because we long to ha 
fully possessed by th 1 f f h to he emancipated from 

the body of this death t 1 nk full of the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus. \\ e are told of God's light, because 
in that man-cllous light we shall sec light, and never more be 
compelled to look on darkness. There is darkness within us; 
the light that we have is but light shining through the riven 
darkness; and there is darkness on our path; and darkness in 
the mind and in the speech of every man we walk with ; and 
a. mighty pall of darkness stretches over the whole world. 
There is darkness in the government of every land under the 
sun, whether it be absolute, constitutional, or republican ; dark- 
ness in all literature; darkness in the daily press; darkness in 
all codes; darkness in the ministry. Almost everywhere, utter 
darkness; in the Church, mingled darkness and light, and the 
promise of unniixt light. We now believe in God's light; 
Boon we shall see it. 

Jdlt 12.— "Ho died for all, that Ihej whn live should not hencefortli 
1 CurinthiuDa v. 15. 

He dfd for all , a glorious truth repeated in every variety 
of languige, and oftentimes with tlie utmost explieitness that 
language can admit of By virtue of this unlimited atone- 
ment salvition mav he offered to all, the gospel to every crea- 
ture the water of hie to whomsoever will ; by virtue of this, 
men thit belip\e not are condemned because they have not be- 
lieved on (he Son of God, ind men are convinced of sin be- 
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cause of ujibelief. It is this that j^ves its pathos tt, the lan- 
guage of Clirlst. " How often would I have gathered thee, 
and thou wouldest not. I would, thou wouldest not. Te will 
not come unto me that ye may have life." And to the lan- 
guage of Paul : " Seeing that ye put away from yourselves 
everlasting life." And to the language of wisdom r " Because 
I have called and ye refused, therefore ye shall call and I will 

But though there be an unlimited atonement there ia a lim- 
ited redemption. He died for ail, and the result is not, that 
all live ; he died for all that (Any who live should not live unto 
themselves. He died for all in the sense that all may live if 
they will ; he died for the elect in the sense that they will 
actually will to live. Life is offered to all; but all are not 
allowed to reject it 

And this is the life that they obtain, namely a willingness 
to live unto Christ; a purpose and a power to live according 
to the mind of Christ. There is nothing that seems so much 
like death to men aa the subjugation of their own will to the 
will of another. They know not that their own will is their 
greatest enemy ; enthroned within them for their present misery 
and future destruction. The believer's happiness it is to dis- 
cover that the will of Christ indicates the only path in which 
he will find peace, purity, genuine liberty, dignity, immortality, 
felicity. 



Jdi,t IS.— " If we suffer, wo shall also teign with him."— 2 Timotby ii. 12. 

When be was on the earth, leading a life of sorrows and 
perfecting his acquaintance with grief, no man appeared to 
covet the privilege of sufl'ering with him, John and James, 
indeed, before they had obtained a glimpse of the cross, were 
bold to say, " We are able to drink of thy cup, and to be bap- 
tized with thy baptism." Thomas also said, " Let us also go 
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that we may die with hm." Peter said, " I will lay down my 
life for thy sake." So iikewise said they all. Yet when the 
hour of his enemies came, and the power of darkness, he was 
left to tread the wine-press alone. His disciples forsook him ; 
or if they ventured to approach the place where he was a 

■ prisoner, it was only to increase his suffering by the exhibition 
of their unbelief and pusillanimity. 

Imagine yourself there. You are in the secret. You know 
that this is indeed the very king of the Jews, though they 
mock him with a crown of thorns and with some faded and 
tattered robe of state. You know that legions of angels are 
waiting to receiye his commands; though these servants of 
servants smite him and revile him. You know that there is 
buried within that suffering body, glory sufficient to bathe all 
the mountains ot the earth in radiance, and suffuse the heavens 
with splendor m the absence of the sun; you know that there 
is a joy set before him unspeakabJe, inconeeivable, and that it 
will be the sublimest of destinies to participate in that joy. 
Well, what is the course you adopt ? It seems to you — does 
it not? — that you must hasten M his side; nay, cast yourself 
at his feet, and solicit the honor of suffering with him ; con- 
fessing withal that, if you had the goodness of an archangel, 
jou would still be most unworthy of such a privilege. Christ 
is not willing that jou should be debarred this privilege. 
He did not take his cross away to heaven with him. Ages 
have not extinguished the opposition of the world to him. 
Are JOU sure that you are really willing to perceive, to enter, 

. and to pursue the via dolorosa f There does indeed seem 
something most base in the refusal to join this king of glory 
in the hour of his humiliation ; but is it very certain that you 
are not this very day demonstrating your spiritual affinity to 
those who cried out, " Not this man, but Barabbaa ?" Have 
you not turned aside from many a path, chiefly because you 
caught a glimpse of something like calamity, and concluded 
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that duty did not call you to eater it ? Docs not the antici- 
pated elements of loss, shame, or danger, assist you much toe 
readily in reaching your conclusions as to what is duty? 

Formerly, in the days of the Church's simplicity, Ohristiane 
ascertained their path by the plain sense of Scripture. But 
now the Church has become exceedingly wise and prudent, 
and discovers tliat the old paths are many of them quite un- 
necessary. One is ashamed to differ from so many wise and 
good men. And it is certainly a very foolish thing to run 
after suffering. Yet is it a far more foolish thing to disregard 
the monitions of the Spirit. It is the acme of folly to do 
anything that may jeopard our hope of reigning with Christ, 
in the day that the kings of the earth shall he crouching in 
dens and caves. 



timself."— 2 Timothy ii. 1.1, 

He will not modify his purposes to suit our unbelief. What 
madness to suppose that he will imitate us; and seeing that 
we make light of his faithfulness, make light of it himself. 
Iiet Gtid be true, though every man a liar. God once declared 
hia purpose of bringing a deluge upon the earth. Men would 
not believe the terrific word. The whole human race combined 
to rear up a wall of unbelief under the protection of which 
they thought themselves safe. On the one hand were all man- 
kind with their "no;" on the other, Uod with his "yes," 
Unbelievers thought themselves safe in their vast numbers aad 
perfect concord ; but the word of God must be fulfilled whether 
a single individual be the opposer, or a whole world. 

The thought of the immense numbers that are without 
Christ in the world, leads many to conclade that God will mo- 
dify hia declared purpose. Where there are so many to be 
punished, it is unlikely that the penalty will be inflicted. Ac- 
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cording to tliis reasoning, man has saved himself by getting 
the whole human family to persevere in rebellion. God de- 
lighteth in mercy; but he cannot cease to be a just and faith- 
ful God. It is altogether too mueh to expect that he will 
follow the example of man, and give up the attributes of faith- 
fulness, truthfulness, and holiness, after man has denied them 
to him. The question from the foundation of the world has 
been, shaJl man accommodate himself to God, or shall God 
accommodate himself to man ? The Bible says, " He that be- 
lieveth not is condemned; there is no saving name but that of 
Christ; no man cometh unto the Father but by hini :" and 
it is not denied that the Bible says these things. But, it is 
eaid, God must accommodate himself to the stubbornness of 
man. Vain hope. He abideth faithful, though not a believer 
were found in the earth. 

Dost thou, Christian, render due honor to the inviolable 
faithfulness of God? I fear lest occasionally thou incline to 
some forbidden path, hoping that God will not visit you with 
the rod. How unkind m jou to act up God's love to you 
against his lo^e to his word' Would you actually introduce 
division and conflict among the lery perfections of God? 
Christ has ne^er promised that he will become a sinner to 
gratify you. He will remain faithful , truth driven from every 
threshold of man, finds an everlasting asylum with him. 

Happy are they who have on their side the adamantine 
faithfulness of Christ, and build upon it all their hopes of 
happiness. 

Jolt 15.—" The foundation of God atandeth sure, having this seal, Tto 
Lord kaonsth tbcm tbat are hitL"— 2 Timothj ti. 19. 

This is said with reference to some that appear unto men 
to be the children of God, and afterwards fall away. Chris- 
tians have no promise that they shall be kept from misconcep- 
tions on this point; and they are sometimes greatly shocked 
21 
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to find the court of God's house strewn with columns. God is 
the ircliitect of his tcnipli' ind la cis, iiz.mt of Lis own pliin ; 
ho illyws stone* and jillirs to he pljtcd m the edifice which 
he knows do not permanently belong to it but for the 
places tht,y temponrily occupy there are other materitds 
known to him aud no chasni'i no un! \oly vaanciea shall 
after all appear let this emsole us The Lord knowcth 
them that ire hiB Theit pse ido-Phristians thit figure for a 
while upon the pht form ind then pas'- away n the whirlwind 
of sin auiid the triumphs of a scoffing woild were never 
known to him for anjthing but whit they really were. 

The foundition laid by the Loid stanleth sure, and amid 
the shock of t^ei rem ins tlie *ame The prophets and the 
apostle*" are this foundition the chii,f cornerstone being the 
Lord Jesus f hri^t In other words the Bible exhibits the re- 
ligion that God requires of man. Every generation is made 
to look upon this foundatioa, and is invited to build upon it. 
It builds and builds; hut its work is perhaps not accordant 
with the foundation kid; and God quietly removes the super- 
structure, and summons the nest generation. It builds and 
builds; and its work, too, is swept away. Finally we ore 
reached. We behold the foundation, and we apply ourselves 
to the work of completing the house of God. Will God be 
pleased with our performance ? Only if we adopt the apostolic 
standard, and banish the futile thought of improving on the 
plans of God. 

JuLT IB.— "He ia able also to save them to the ultermoat that nomo 
unto God by him."— Hchrewe vli. 25. 

The reason is assigned and it is unanswerable ; — " He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them." He lives forever, 
clothed with all the power derived from his propitiatory death, 
and animated by the same heart of love that led him to die; 
he lives in the very place where we most need him ; he is 
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there perpetually in our behalf. He was not more truly on 
the cartli for us than he is in heaven for us, ar.d we may ooa< 
fidcntly expect to be saved unto the uttermost. 

Onoe we had no access to God. There were no invitations 
for us, no promises, lie saved us from that fearful condition. 
He has endowed us with liberty to draw nigh to God. He has 
given us his Holy Spirit,— has shed abroad the love of God in 
<iur hearts, — has changed our hearts; overcome our sins; and 
bound us to himself by indissoluble bonds. But all tiiis is 
scarcely more than a beginning. We have received but an in- 
stulment. He is able to do vastly nioro than he has done. He 
is able to save us iroui all uionil weakness, so tliat we may look 
serenely and fearlessly on all temptations, on all dangers that 

Is there some infirniity in yourself, some difficulty out of 
yourself, that aeema like a barrier in tlie way of jour progress? 
He is able to remove this. Have you been so often overcome 
by the adversary, that you are ready to despair '! Take care, 
and do not disparage the ability of him that is with you to 
succor you. Hoes some duty seem tremendous and aJtogether 
beyond your force ? He is able. Has he done so great things 
for you that you are ashamed to ask him for more ? He re- 
quires you to ask until you be saved to the uttermost. Do jou 
shrink from death ? Shrink not from the remaining salvation. 
You must be saved from this present inglorious and inadequate 
life ; from a Church sadly imperfect to a Church clothed in 
spotless purity; from a mortal and corruptible existence to an 
immortal incorruptible one. You must be brought to the an- 
gels; to the seraphim; to the glorified Son of God; U> tha 
throne where the river of the wat«r of life takes its rise. 



JnLT ir.~" Be nut weary in well-doing,"— 2 Theasilonia 

This is said to the well-doer. To one even who 
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in well-doing ; but has been some time engaged in deeds of be- 
nefieisnec. You have begun well ; you have gone on well; hut 
persevere. It may be that your kindne&s is not appreciated ; 
that your self-denial for the sake of others is even ridiculed ; 
that your motives are misrepresented; and ihiit the more you 
love, the less you are loved. But your well-doing is not well- 
doing if it he gone about chiefly for the sake of man's appre- 
ciation, lie doetli well whose labors of love are amply rewarded 
hy the smile of God, There was a time when you were not 
weary in seeking your own ease, pleasure, or advantage. 
Should you labor longer or more cheerfully for that solitary 
sinner, than -for a world of unhappy ones around youf 

Consider that Christ was not weary in well-doing, though his 
love was exhibited under the most adverse circumstances im- 
a^nahlo. Perhaps you may find on reflection tliat he has 
been remarkably persevering in his efforts to do good to you. 
Did you ever go to the door of some poor miserable degraded 
being, and knock and knock; and when driven from the door 
by a shower of reproaches, return at the first opportunity and 
knock and knock ; and being again thrust baek with your un- 
desired gifts, still return and endeavor to gain admission ? 
Hardly. But has there not been some such persistency as this 
on the part of Christ, in liis efforts to recover you from the 
degradation of sin and the darkness of unbelief? God mates 
his sun to rise and run his daily course through the skies that 
you may be lighted along the path of duty; but how often does 
that sun arise and pour his deluge of light around you, with- 
out any other thoughts arising in your own mind than such aa 
relate to your own pleasure. The marvel is that God should 
not be weary of doing good to such a one. When you are 
ready to get weary of your paltry beneficences, think that you 
are suggesting to God that it is not worth while to continue 
btossing the race to which you belong. 
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a deny biioBelf and 

One of the greatest triumphs ever obtained by Satan, was 
when he induced men, from motives ntterly unscriptnral, and 
in connection with a system not Christian, to institute religious 
orders consecrated to poverty and extornal humiliation. In 
recoiling from this error, Protestantism has, it is to he feared, 
recoiled from the truth of which it is a perversion. The doe- 
trine illustrating the spirituality of Christianity, voluntary 
sacrifice of position, wealth or ease, in order that the sincerity 
and faith and contentednesa and hope and love of the Chris- 
tian may he appropriately exhibited, this doctrine, though it 
may claim as large and broad a foundation for itself in the 
word of Christ as any other one doctrine, is now treated as a 
foolish fantasy, if not indeed as a heresy ; and he that main- 
tains it and practises it must exhibit a good deal of wisdom in 
other matters in order to be tolerated. There is no more sa- 
cred obligation resting upon Christians, under the sun, than 
the obligation to show forth the divine origin of Christianity 
by the exhibition, in their lives, of those evidences that are 
most calculated to affect mankind generally. God loves hia 
people; he is no enemy to their comfort here; but he loves 
his truth and the removal of stutnbling-blocka from the paths 
that t«nd to Christ; nor is it frora harshness or indifference 
that he says to any, " Sell all that thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and follow me;" for he well knoweth that he has power 
to bestow — -with poverty and inferiority of position — peace, 
and gladness such as riches can never impart. " But," you 
say, "what can a solitary individual do? If he resolve to do 
just what his Lord saya, his course will be at once eccentrio 
and unprofitable. The example of one man is nothing." But 
the question already considered recurs : Bo the words of Christ 
accommodate themselves to the unbelief of the Church and 
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arc all his requirements relaxed because Christians « 
shut their ejcs to them ? 



Jnir 19. — "Fearnot, liltfeBookj for it is job r Father's good pleasure 
to give ;ou the kiagdom."— Lake xii. 32. 

In these words we read the future destinies of the world 
When an Alexander arises and hurries through the world, 
snatching crowns on the right hand and on the left, and threat- 
ening to take unto himself all sublunary power, the people of 
God are told to fear not; the kingdom is for them, not him. 
So too when a Julius Csesar gr^ps at the sceptre of universal 
dominion. And when a Napoleon appears on the scene, they 
calmly wait to see him and his kingdom vanish. For they 
have looked with Daniel on the image that expressed before- 
hand the vicissitudes of the world from the Babylonian do- 
minion down to the time when dominion is given unto the Son 
of man, and by him given to the people of the saints of the 
Most High. The meek shall inherit the earth. Not only ia 
there for them an inheritance reserved in heaven ; but thrones 
shall come down from heaven and be set upon the earth ; and 
they shall sit thereon. " For we ah 11 n n h earth." 

But who are these unmanifested k nga and p «t8? They 
are now a little company of sheep; a 1 1 fi k nutcly sub- 
missive when led to the slaughte w 11 b inglorious, 
poor, weak, despised, rejected; fitt ng h n 1 s be all that 
is great and excellent and powerful, bj b w U ngness to be 
nothing. 



July 20.—" He that bdioteth on the Son holh cverlasling lire."_JoIin 

And he only; for "he that bciieveth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abidcth on him." Several 
important matters loom iipun us in this little statement. Oae 
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i)f the most uninf-clligiblc things, to the world, is the declara- 
tion BO constantly made in the Scriptures, that man is without 
life. At the very beginning of human history, Satan intro- 
duced, aa a substitute for Uod'a doctrine that man would die 
in the day of hia transgression, his own opposing doctrine that 
man would not die. Adam believed Satan rather than Uod 
and it has been the same with Adam's descendanta until tha 
present honr. Men refuse to believe that they are in any 
proper sense dead; that they need the breath of life to be 
breathed into their soul. And refusing to believe this, they 
^ve no heed to the offer of life made to them in the Gospel. 
" In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life — hath passed 
from death unto life." Not knowing themselves dead through 
ttan^ression, they fail to live through faith. The death that 
passed upon Adam was not a visible death ; and the life that 
comes to the believer is not a visible life ; but the results of 
both are in due time sufficiently visible. 

You look upon the believer and upon yourself, and you say, 
What has he that I have not? Wherein is he richer than I 
am ? I have physical and mental powers equal, if not supe- 
rior, to his. Is he eloquent? Not more than I, Can lie 
reason ? Not better than I. Is he well informed ? So am 
I. Is he respected ? I am more so. Has he wealth f I have 
more Is he EjenLrous ' Men speak fir more of my gene- 
rosity thin of h ^ Is he moral "> I cliim to be as much so. 
He hai a hope of heaien \nd hd\e I none^ 

I will tell you what he has that you have not He has the 
knowledge thit sm is death He knows that, naturally, he, in 
common with iH nnnkind is under (.ondemnition, is without 
thefnorof Oid, is exposed to eternal wrath While deeply 
aeu'-ible of the great goodness of God in bestowing upon him 
many admirable gifts he knowi that these gifli < nly increase 
the odious ueaa t his -^ins He lfUhc'^ his sins, his pride, 
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BeHishnesa, irreligioti, insincerity. He is aware hht no mere 
efforts of Lis own, with al! the aid that he can obtain from 
man, are adequate to restore his diseased, his dead nature. It 
is life that he needs. And it is hlasphemy to Bay that any 
finite power can bestow this. He believes on the Son of God ; 
recognizing him to be morally and in respect to dignity, the 
express image of the Father. He beholds God manifest in 
the Son ; and all the acts and words of Christ reveal to him 
the character of the omnipresent God. He sees his own aina 
expiated at the cross; and the broken body of Christ is the 
legacy of life to him. The ascension of Christ is the guar- 
antee of his own entire emancipation from sin, sorrow, frailty, 
corruptibility You have many thin^,' in common with him; 
but, unlike yfu he glonts mly m thi, cross of Christ. You 
make many donations and men praise jou for them; but he 
performs actions that will be mentioned with approbation by 
Christ at the last day m words like this " Yon have done it 
unto me." In i word he has faith m Christ; and you have 
not. Your f nth is in y ursclt and until you know yourself 
to be without lift, Christ can be of no advantage to you. 



Whatever constitutes, in our opinion, our chief ground of 
distinction, that is the thing in which we glory. Like the 
fiibled jewel in the toad, so there is in almost every man, if wo 
may believe him, a very wonderful jewel. He finds it in him- 
self; though with respect to others the whole thing is a fable. 
But even if there were this diamond in a man's nature, the 
presence of self-esteem would turn it to carbon again. To 
pride yourself on any good is to lose that good. Virtue comes 
to you, not that she may make you love yourself, but love Him 
that sent her to you. 
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There are those, indeed, who glory in somt Jiinj,' beside 
theiusclyes. A maD glories in his uncestors. A child in its 
father. Men are proud of their country. Soldiers glory in 
their commander. A sucecssful general inspires his soldiers 
wiLh the moat intense enthusiasm, so that they are ready to 
throw away their lives at the slightest expression of his will. 

This enthusiasm, however, must be aided by a measure of 
ignorance in order to endure. Passionate admiration has only 
to conic very near its object, to discover some fatal flaw. No 
reputation of man 's safe where there is abundant light. 
And the great art of men is to veil their heroes. Sometimes, 
however, the grcatea'. enemies of the Bible find themseivea 
speaking the language of the Bible. 

" Where shaU the wearied eje repoSB 
When gajing on the great. 
Where neither guilt)- glory glens 
Nor despicable hatef" 

Reading the history of humanity, PujI found but one page 
on which his eye could rest, ever rest, with anmiugled satis- 
faction. It was not the page that records the conquests of 
Alexander; nor that which describes the eloquence of Demos- 
thenes ; nor that which treats of Thermopylae. He passed 
dissatisfied from Homer to Eschylus, to Plato, to Socrates, to 
Pythagoras, to Cato. The page on which humanity came out 
faultlessly glorious, was that which told of the death of Him 
who had come down from the highest heavens and assumed 
humanity that he might expose the worthlessness of all that 
man bad gloried in and make such an atonement for the sins 
of men as would heal the division then yawning like a great 
gulf between God and man. At the cross he had first ob- 
tained a correct view of himself and of all mankind; an ac- 
quaintance with God ; a knowledge of time and of eternity. 
And that which taught him to renounce the idea of man's 
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nobilitj, was that also which disclosed the m.ans of rising hi 
the highest conceivable degree of nobility. It poured ojn- 
tempt on princes ; but it raised men from the dunghill to array 
them ill rohea of never-fading splendor, to crown them with 
everlasting joy. 



July 22.— "Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved ua, and hath given 
hiineeif fur ua."— Ejihesiana v. 2. 

That is to say, carry on the life which Christ lived. lu 
him love made its advent to the earth; and the prayer re- 
corded in the seventeenth chapter of John, shows plainly that 
the idea of the Sa,viour was not that that divine love should 
take its departure with him from the earth, but that it should 
abide and have an inestinguishahle life in his disciples, from 
generation to generation, until he should come again. This, 
then, is your vocation. To walk by faith, and to wiilk in love, 
let these things be one in your experience. 

What a sublime minion I God on his throne in heaven is 
love. Love is with him enthroned in heaven ; love, in yon, 
wanders over the earth. The whole universe is made for the 
manifestation of his love; and the universe, as much of it as 
you will, exists for the manifestation of your love. It is tha 
law of all created essences; and let there only be in you divfne 
love enthroned, and the whole creation will answer your glance, 
and say to you, " Here am I." It must wait upon you, for it 
jiust wait upon love. You are the follower of Christ; conse- 
quently you live to love. i 

You are, however, surrounded by a world of unloving and 
unlovely beings; and how oan you walk in love here? Con- 
sider that formerly you found no difficulty in loving yourself; 
in spite of all the repulsive things you knew about yourself, 
you went on loving yourself, with an unwavering steadfastness. 
Consider, again, that Christ sets you the example. Does it 
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become you to be more fiisticlious tban he is? Is the servant 
grcawr than his Lord? Do you presiiiitc to (IcHpise what he 
regards? Did he bring too luiicli love dowu fruin heiiven, and 
must you send some of it baek ? Consider, attain, does it iip- 
pear wrong that you should be loved? Does a little satisly 
youf Would you have your brethren make light of the com 
mand to love you? Again, is there any better way of bring 
ing men to he lovely, than this very way of love? Finally, la 
there any habit more enriching and gladdening to your own 
nature, than this sacred habit of love ? 

You may well say that you have not attained, neither are 
already perfect. Nothing less is solicited at your hands, than 
that you should give Christ's mighty love an unlimited range 
of your nature. 

" I cannot tutor my affections," you say ; " I cannot by any 
word of command constrain my heart to love." Well, then, 
try this way. Be filled with the knowledge of Christ's love to 
you. Feed upon this food ; the table is spread, and there is 
no stinted supply. Love to him will follow without difficulty. 
Then, as be is in heaven and his people are on earth, love 
him in them. In them he is near. 



We have here not two commandments, but one. Faith is 
naught without love; and love without faith is not the love 
that is here commanded. "Love believeth all things;" and 
faith " worketh by love," exhibits itself in love. Selfishness is 
the grand impediment of love; but faith is that which gets the 
victory over selfishness, by showing a man his utter unworthi- 
nesB and the perfect folly of living unto himself. Faith makes 
VS acquainted with the love of Christ, and in fact introduces it 
into the soil; and this love begets love. Faith enables us to 



,y Google 



252 DAILY MEDITATIONS. 

contemplate tlie truth t}i?.t Ohrist and his people are one, and 
that in loving theui we are responding to liis love. Faith 
shows us what there is of Ohrist in them, and what they are 
to be hereafter. We liave seen the crowns, the royal robes, 
the celestial dwelling-places now in course of preparation for 
them. The Holy Spirit in us is the author of faith ; and he 
■will not tarry with us unless we love. If tlicy have ains, faith 
teaches us so to pray for them as to obtain their deliverance 
therefrom. And faith also teaches ua how to do good — not to 
be always saying smooth things; not to leave their faults un- 
heeded ; not to aim that they may be always comfortable in 
mind. But as it teaches us that the leaving of God's will un- 
done, or the doing of what he willeth not, is the greatest ca- 
lamity for ourselves, so it teaches us that this is their greatest 
calamity; and it keeps us more intent upon their growth in 
grace than upon their momentary pleasure, though even this 
we cannot overlook unless there be a necessity. Christ did 
not take it as a kindness when Peter said, " Far be it fi-om 
thee. Lord, to go up to Jerusalem, the city of thine enemies !" 
Any one that attempts to love without faith will be sure to 
make wretched work of it. For there will be no tendency in 
his love to draw the object of it near to him who is the only 
fountain of happiness, but rather to draw it more and more 
away. A great deal that is called love is fatal and withering 
toward the loved one. Pour the light of God's truth on what 
are called romances, and what melancholy ghastly things do 
they become. 

JuLT2i,— "II« that oovereth Ma aina aball not prosper."— Proverbs 

Almost all men are intent upon appearing better than they 
really are. If a man cannot be what he ought to be, he at- 
tempts at least to appear so. His days are spent in a frau- 
dulent attempt to pass himself off as something better than he 
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is. T!ie same amount of energy devoted to tlie purification of 
his character, might result in something good What w jtch- 
fulnesa ! What cii-cuni'jpeetion ! What attention to circum- 
stanees! What study of men's eliaracters! Wlut perse\er 
ance ! What self-comuiand ! Were these qualities and hubits 
devoted to the legitimate end of appearing well in the sic;ht 
of God, what magnificent results would he witnessed The^e 
are the very things that God requires of us watchfulne^'' 
carefulness, perseverance, self-coiitrol. Man shows that he is 
capahle of these things; but he exercises them m seeking not 
the essence, but a fiction ; not the favor of Go J, hut that of 



The habit ia so inveterate that few are conscious of it. They 
suppose they are acting naturally, and have no conception of 
the measure of their insincerity. I speak not of the hypo- 
crite, commonly so styled; but of all. The man who says, " 1 
thank God, I make no profession to he better than others ;" he, 
too, is playing a role, though he cheats himself with the con- 
trary idea. 

Insincerity in religion, the endeavor to obtain and perpetu- 
ate a reputation for piety, is something exceedingly offensive. 
There is something monstrous about the idea of ofTering prayer 
in such a way as to secure the commendation of man. 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; for while he 
covers them he cannot possibly get rid of them; and their pre- 
sence will vitiate all prosperity. Let us endure the shame of 
confessing them, that we may have the abiding glory of being 
delivered from them. Let us act out our true characters, and 
take our true place; then wc may expect to make progress of 
the most desirable kind. If man deride, no matter; we have 
something that they have not. Our position is a more 
promising one than theirs; for truth is now on our side. 
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Jfly 25.—" Thej have Hashed their ri>lies, and made them white in the 
Ijlood of the Lamb leal eatelhejlel e tl o hrune II I — Re e 
lation vii. IJ, 15. 

These robes ■ire '^jnibuhcil jf tliLir charicters once dLfileJ 
now made pure by virtue of the fuith which thiy hiie eser 
cised in him who died on Calvary that ho tui^ht redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify ua unio himself a pecuhar people 
Observe here tiut their agency is spoken of It was indeed 
the blood of the Lamb that piirp,ed awxj the stuns but they 
had something to do, they saw and Icathed the iinpuntj of 
their garments thty approached the fountwii an! willed 
them white. Christ gaso them the heart to do it 

The saints in h^^ht have sompthing to distinguish them from 
all angels, all other Hiiy beings They an, not pure but pu 
rified. They were once impure once steeped in ^in and meet 
ooly for the inheritance of the d<.\ il and hif an^ls That they 
have become the companions of these who are bclore the 
throne, will be a wonder cea&eless through ill eternity The dis- 
tinction is of course not honorable to them ; but it is eminently 
honorable to Christ; and they seek no honor but his. By rea- 
son of their intimate alliance with him, they feel at home in 
heaven as though they had never dwelt elsewhere. 

They wash their robes on earth that they may stand before 
the throne of God. Do you belong to their number 7 Have 
you knowledge of the blood of Christ ? Such knowledge a? 
tends to the purification of your eharaet«r, to your emancipa- 
tion from sin ? Not without your agency will this spiritual 
transformation take place. Delay not; for how soon may "the 
great day of his wrath" burst upon the world. 



July 26.— "Ye are honght with a price; thcreforB glorify (iod in jont 
lodj and in jour spirit, wliich are Qud's,"— 1 Corintiiians vi. 20. 

Kights relating to property are carefully guarded by ucn. 
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They greatly resent any unwarranted uae of what belongs to 
them. To touch their property is to touch them. The earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof Man sold himself to 
Satan and presumed to transfer the earth and the Culness 
thereof to the arch-apostate, and God so far allowed the bar- 
gain (for the punishment of man.) that Satan may be correctly 
styled the god of this world. " He that committeth sin is the 
servant of sin ;" tills word is the charter ol' Satan's Itingdom 
upon earth. But into the slave-market of this world God hath 
gone in the person of his Son, and paid the tremendous price 
which authorizes him to take as many as he can £nd willing to 
go, and create them anew in the image of the Son. They that 
go, go willingly; fully and deliberately recognizing God's ab- 
solute property in them; and any subsequent alienation of 
their powers to the will of another, is most liase and incKCusa- 
ble. 

It is not therefore a fragment of you that has been pur- 
chased ; but tlie whole. You would hardly presume lo say 
that the price was inadequate. Yet do jou not seem to say 
so ? How much of your time is the Lord's ? Do you dress, 
feed, employ your body as unto the Lord ? Is your tongue, 
jour hand consecrated all to him ? Your memory, imagina- 
tion, hope ? Your love and faith ? Your houses and lands 1 
Your influence ? 



and though the mouaUinB be oarried 
xlvi. 2. 

The language of the highest faith is the language of the 
highest courage. Men that arc bold enough to seek the bub- 
ble reputation even in the cannon's mouth, and who fear not 
that they shall ever know what fear is, may at any moment be 
reduced to a condition of the most abject timidity by the reve- 
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]a,tion of that God whom they have scorned to mate their re- 
fuge atid strength 

Fear la to be the e\erla=im^ portion if him who in this IlIs 
refusea to ft,ar Men esLlude irom their attention those truths 
that are calculatid to alarm them, and rei he to retain their 
Be!f-eonfideni,e unbroken at whatever cost Thiy wish to be 
without tear, and in ma,ny mitdneea their wi^h is gratified, 
they pass through hfe, and pits awty from it, without any 
painful apprehension But thty hate only been accumulating 
an everlasting fund of ttrror and agony ind they inherit on 
the other side of the graie with incalcuUble interest what 
they refustd to recciie tn this side Thej defended them 
solves against fear by the amulet of delusion ; by some scheme 
of future things which their own vain minds had elaborated; 
but delusion is not allowed to cross the grave ; and there they 
will find themselves bereft of their armor. " Fear hath tonnent." 
Who can express this torment? The terror-stricken soul expe- 
riences not only the inflicted sorrow of the moment, but by an- 
ticipation the dread interminable suffering of all time to come. 

How shall our souls he strong in the day when Christ shall 
come in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesua Christ? 
There is another question more important ; and if it be rightly 
answered, we can dismiss the first. What am I now fearing? 
The displeasure of man, or that of God ? The scorn of man 
or that of God ? When the world says, " Enter not this 
path," and God says, " Enter it;" when the world says, " Bo 
conformed to me " and God says, " Be not conformed ;" when 
the world says, " Speak not of God, of Christ, of sin, of eter- 
nity;" and God says, "Speak of them;" whom do I obey? 
If t fear not in my daily, hourly walk, the wrath and derision 
of mankind, I shall be kept from fear in the great day of God's 
wrath, and shall dwell in safety where I now dwelt in safety, 
beneath the shadow of his wings. 
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JuLr 28,—" Gv3 is my snlvation imd mj gJory."— Psalm liii. 7. 
God is my Saviour; and inasmuch as he saves me by bring- 
ing me into blessed relations to himself, clothes me with the 
garment of his own unsullied rijihteotisneaa, and makes me to 
bear his Image, I may well speak of him as my salvation. This, 
like a thousand other passages of the Old Testament, teaches 
the divinity of Christ, and it is a marvel how any one can say 
that the evidences of this are chiefly confined to the New 
Testament, Every passage in the Old Testament that exhibits 
God as the Saviour of his people, is as true a testimony to the 
divinity of Christ as anything in his own works and words. 
The doctrine of Christ's divinity is dear to the believer, not 
only because of the honor that thereby redounds to Christ, but 
because all the honor of Christ thereby redounds ib God, It 
is not merely the exaltation of Christ, but the condescension 
of God, that attracts him to the gospel. He does not merely 
add divinity to him who sat upon the margin of the well at 
Sychar, and who sailed upon the lake of Gennesareth ; he adds 
humanity to the infinite God, in whom he lives, moves, and has 

It is one thing to hold the doctrine of Christ's divinity, and 
it is another to draw from the doctrine its fullness of blessing. 
Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not 
known nie ? JIany that are accustomed to read the gospel 
have no idea of the power with which its statements would 
eoine to their soul, if they would allow this doctrine to flash 
its light upon the words. 

They read for instance, Oh, ye of little faith, how long shall 
I be with you, how long shall I suffer you 7 Let them con- 
sider these words as revealing the mind of him who is not far 
from any one of us, the omniscient and immutable God, and 
let them discover by means ol them with wh it strong difsitis- 
ftction he who compasseth their path and their Ijing down re 
gards their unbelief. How long shiU he be With us uuknown 
J2 • 
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and unperceivcd; how long shall the boundless and ever-prescnl 
riches of liis grace be offered us in vain ? " He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father." Lot us labor to connect the idea 
of the Alroiglity, the Ever-living, Ever-present one, with the 
words and a.ots of Christ. 



I ID tha a ght of the Lord and ho sliall 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Ijord, that is, hum- 
ble yourself truly, for his eye is as a flame of fire; aad no 
mere pretence of humility will pasa current with him. He 
does not ask you to conceal your pride from the observation of 
men, but to mortify it He does not ask you to be humble 
merely in your addre'9'«S W him , for he is e* er with you. 

In order to humble yourself know yourself Pride grows 
in the atmosphere of falsehood It is only by dint of lying 
that a sou! maintains its pride let (lod reveal \ou to your 
self. Perhaps the esteem in which j u are held by man in 
t«rposes a difficulty. You h ire a position in hociety Men 
look up to you. They treat jou w th no Jittle defirence Ee- 
ce 1 Up th •< attent on i d re pect all the day long it becomes 
d ffic It for V u to enterla tl ose depreciatory views of your 
self that (.nd r [u res But do men honir you for what la 
really con nenddble n you or for thin^ that are merely ad 
vent 1 0U8 and that re found in innumerdble instances con 
nected w th ungodl neaa '" If they honor you for wealth 
influence or e en for tal nt call to mind that there are thou 
eanda of wortl leas m n n the *orld th it lurpasa you in thcwi 
r pect« It t n d r ct V olat on of the command of (ltd th it 
men t, e the r adm at on to these things Whit they hn^e 
lot learned y u shoull qu cklj leirn mmcly to reco_ni?e 
God as the giver of all good gift'! and tt aicr be unto h m 
honor and glory. It is of rat re import mte that yi u she uld be 
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humble, than tlint jou should be weuHby and looked up to, 
Aud you know what Christ hath told us to do, when cherished 
things hinder us from obtaining somctliiiig better. It is with 
retiirence to the difficulties you now plead that Christ has said, 
" How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the king- 
dom of heaven," It is hard for them to humble themselves in 
the sight of God ; and without humility there is no entering 
into the kingdom of heaven. 

Perhaps you say, " No, I am not rieh, but poor ; mean in 
station; unknown to the men of the world; but God has be- 
stowed hia grace upon me and enabled me to walk in his paths; 
Christian brethren admire the work that God liatb wrought 
in me, and their commendation hinders me from being clothed 
with humility." Hearken ! your attainments are of a very su- 
perficial character, if ImmiJity, the knowledge of your own 
profound un worthiness, be not a constant tenant of your breast. 
Most imperfect and questionable is the fabric of your Christian 
character, if it be not founded broadly and solidly in humility. 
Just exactly therefore in the degree in which you are vain of 
your attainments, you condemn your attainmenfa. Say unto 
pride, I have no need of thee until I have acquired self-know- 
ledge and the deep conviction of my own utter anworthiness 
and weakness, and until my soul has got thoroughly imbued 
with the persuasion of its dependence on the grace of Christ 
for all things. Ijet me first obtain that humility without which 
every individual is but a loathsome leper in the universe of 
God. Then, if thou please, come to mc ; but thou shalt come 
in vain. I'liou wilt find no footing on the landing-place of my 
soul. Thy proper place is with the wicked, the incorrigible, 
the base, the carnal, the devilish. The wickedest being in exist- 
ence is the proudest. A man's pride is ever commensurate 
with his blindness and alienation from God. 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
lift \ou up. 



,y Google 



260 DAILY MEDITATIJN&. 

Jnr.r 30.— "To thii. mnn will I look, BTtn lo him that is poor and of ■ 
OOdtriCe Ijiirit," — Isninh Ixvi. 2. 

What mighty efforts, and how many, lo obtain the regard 
of luen: how rai-e the effort to obtain the regard of God! 
Tlie admiring glance of God pasaes by the great and noble, 
the wise aod prudent, the wealthy, the powerful, all the illus- 
trious that shine as stars in the firmament of this world, and 
singles out some obscure person wlio Is distinguished by no- 
thing but a poor and contrite spirit. God looks to him and 
God alone. The mere possession of humility leaves him with- 
out the slightest power to attract the attention of men. If he 
had but an arithmetical talent; or an uncommon memory; oi 
an unusual degree of muscular power ; could he but dance, run 
far, walk quickly, eat much, drink much, fast much ; had he 
any kind of ability almost, men would look to him ; but being 
merely a humble man, of a contrite spirit, singular only in his 
freedom from pride; they do not look to him. God looks to 

God can do something with such a man as that. God is 
love, and delightcth in mercy, and he is ever seeking whom 
he can bless; and when he finds a man of a poor and contrite 
spirit, he has the opportunity of blessing. For such a one 
will receive the gifts of God without being lifted up by them; 
he knows that all comes to him in the way of unmerited grace; 
and his heart will glow the more with gratitude and seif-for 
getting affection, the more that God bestows upon him. He 
is of course docile, teachable; he will learn the ways of God 
and will walk therein. Do not imagine that he is a poor- 
spirited creature, trcuibling at the face of man. No, this con- 
trite-hearted man, when he hath mice tasted of the joy of 
God'a salvation, and taken kuowledj.'e of the eye of his God 
and his Saviour fixed upon him, ia thenceforth lion-hearted in 
the presence of men. He is at the diwpohilion of God, and is 
whatever his heavenly Master wishes him to be. It is a light 
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Ihing for the '^] r t of & id tn ninLe of 'lucli a one a Lutlier a 
Ki ox a I'lul, to be'-ttw upon him ali hunnn excellencies 
and ^^e hin, pc«er to tl rt h niotnittiis to rcioluliinize 
kingdnmi to 3o any work soever th it ncLdcth to be done 
lie 1= in the school of God to be educated bj Gcd He his 
begun arip,ht and eje hath not jtt seen ear hath n t yet 
heard heart hatli not jet conceiied what he will b tome in 
the plastic hand of his di\mc Fashioner 



I knon- thy norks, thnt thou hast o. name that thon livcst, and art 
Jead."— Revelation III. 1, 

The seven spirits and the seven stirs have a relation to each 
other. It is the divine Spirit that is spoken of thus; and the 
intention is not to lower our conception of his divinity, but to 
exalt it. The Spirit is wholly wheresoever he is; but hta ma- 
nifestations are modified and affected by the exigencies of those 
whom he blesses with his presence. The unity of the Spirit 
shall he witnessed in its perfection, only when tho different 
denominations of Christians flow together. He that hath the 
seven stars and knows their divers conditions, wants, trials, in- 
firmities, and characteristics, hath the seven Spirits, and is 
able to minister unto each church just what influence and ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit may be demanded. The number 
" seven" seems suggested by the candelabrum of the tabernacle 
with its seven lamps. In chapti^T iv. 5 wo read of seven lamps 
before the throne which are the Bevcn Spirits of God. In v. 
G, the Lamb's seven eyes are said to be tho seven Spirits of 
God sent forth into all the earth. As no one could attribute 
seven eyes to Christ in any natural sense, so it would be wildly 
absurd for any one to conceive of essential pluraiity in the 
Spirit. It is by his divine perfections that Christ is present 
in all t) e world; and it is thus the Spirit of God is present. 
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"I know tLy works that thou hast a name that thou livest 
and art dead." The expression " I know thy works" has been 
hitherto used in a commendatory and encouraging sens* It 
was a matter of congratulation to the four churches mentioned 
in the preceding chapter, that the Lord was acquainted with 
their works. But it was otherwise with the church of Kardis, 
The works were such as to proclaim this church dead. The 
gardener has no difficulty in discerning the evidences that a 
plant is dead. The persistent ahsenee of fruit when fruit is 
due, is sufficient to condemn the tree. 

It is bad enough to be dead, but, oh, how perilous to be 
dead with a name to live! The life-giving influences that 
would seek the merely dead, turn aside from that which pro- 
fesses to have life. Salvation is running to and fro in the 
earth, seeking the lost; but when it comes near that whbh 
professes to be in Christ, it is turned away by the declaration, 
" I have no need." The more there is of this semblance, 
(with no reality) the greater the danger. But this is not all. 
The dead thing that has a name to live, is deadly; it deals in 
death; it assimilates all around to itself; it testifies powerfully 
against vital religion by the exhibition of a lifeless religion. 
If the light in yon be darkness, how great that darkness I 
How mightily grew Sardis ! how lai^ the place it occupies in 
the ecclesiastical history of the last eighteen centuries ! how 
baleful its influence upon the other churches, so that they had 
almost to hide their diminished heads; and how largely is it 
represented at the present day upon the earth ! Men know 
our name; Christ knows our works. 



le and be yo saysd, atl tte ends of Ihe enrfli." 



Thus early and thus distinctly do wc find the gospel emanci- 
pated, and the Spirit of God breaking away from his prison- 
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house, from Juilei to utter i premonitory invitation in the 
eare of distant nations occupied with their idols. We should 
never allow ourschcs to suppo'^e that when Ood was bestowing 
so much labir of love upon the Jewihh nition, tlijt he was 
then unmindful of the rest of mankind God took nothing 
• away from the other nations of the earth when he made the 
Jewish people the object of peculiar care Not one prophet 
was taken a,way from the other families of the earth; not one 
truth that h-iil been bestowed upon mankind at iar;:^ was sup- 
pressed; and not one promise that niide known God as the 
hearer of all who call upon him in truth was taken baek. 

The Jewish iconomy wis an economy of speetaJ grace, with 
reference to a glorious Lud pmbracin^ the destinies of all na- 
tions. When God chose Vbraham he o\er and over declared 
that his thoughia weie on something more than the seed of 
Abraham. ' In you shall all the nition^ of the earth be 
blessed." And from first to last all that Gjd did to the Jew- 
ish nation had reference to the hour when the Lord Jesua 
should comu adh G pi to be preached im^ng all nations, 
and when th np] d 1 me of the grice of God, the Old 
Testament and h M w T tament shjuld be tendered, with 
all their rev 1 d 11 their promises, to every creature. 

The very J w 1 h d a world-wide significance. The 

passovcr told f h L n b hat should take away the sin of tho 
world ; the feast of weeks told of the penlecostal publication 
of the gospel in all tongues ; the feast of tabernacles tells of the 
mighty ingathering that is to be. 



A thief comes only where he is not expected. His great in- 
terest is that people should he off their guard. Where there 
ifl watchfulness, there is no opening for him. Our Lord come* 
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as a thief upon the world, because the world has no expectation 
of him. The world has no wore thouglit of his coming than 
it has of the coming of Socrates or Alexander. Thia is not, be 
ifc understood, because Christ has done anything to keep the 
world unaware of his coming. lie has sent the fullest infor- 
mation to every creature. He has given an open book to the 
world in which is an ample account of his future coming. The 
mode, the circumstances, and something too of the time, are 
published beforehand. What makes his coming to he that of 
the thief, is the blindness, the stupidity of men in all that re- 
lates to religious matters. He shows them even the key by 
which he will enter their house ; hut nothing produces an im- 
pression. 

There are those who profess to be his servants, who also say, 
"Oui'Lord delajeth his coming." Their sense of responsi- 
bility loses its keenness, and they are in great danger of being 
found in nn unprepared state. Blessed are they who say, The 
time is short. We know not what the morrow may bring forth. 
They sleep not without seeing tiiat there is oil for their lamps. 



AucFST 3.—" Jeaus Christ, the same yesterday, to-d&j, snd forovBr."— 
Hebrews liii. 8. 

Amidst the mutations of character, the fluctuations of time, 
and the vicissitudes of events, the soul longs for something that 
does not and that cannot change, to which it may attach itself 
and thus find compensation for all the mutabilities of which it 
is compelled to have experience in this world. There needs 
of course somctiiing else besides immutability in order to con- 
stitute an object worthy of our earnest attention and heart-felt 
confidence. We cannot desire immutability where there is 
anything less than perfection. But where the highest possible 
escellenee resides, there unchangeableness becomes a thing 
greatly to be desired. Above all when we stand in a certain 
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relation to tliis incompnrable object; when the perfections of 
this unchangeable one are made available for us; when hia 
power aupploiiienta our weakness; his wisdom our ignorance; 
when he iu all his plenitude of perfection in our own particular 
treasury from whence wo may draw everlasting supplies. Then, 
Oh, then, let change approach him not, but stand respectfully 
beyond the circle drawn by hia diyine nature. 

How vain were it to go everywhere preaching the gosjiel of 
the grace of God, of God's grace incarnate in Christ, if Christ 
were not the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. Why should 
we go telling men of what Christ said and did to the leper, of 
his conversation with the woman of Samaria, of his instructions 
d t tl Ph "sees h" de- 
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glory hitherto wnsuspectcd, if they would begin to rend it with 
this great truth firmly enthroned in their convictions, that 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever ? 



AuousT i.— " Behold, I fland at the door iinJ knock."— Bev. iii. 20, 

In manifold ways, Christ reveals unto men that he is willing 
and ready to enter into relations with them ; and to those who 
have already some knowledge of him, ho gives many a token 
that he is ready to enter into more intimate and hallowed re- 
lations with them. He does not wait, that men should seek 
him; he does not send word that he is waiting for them; he 
comes to them. He does not merely come : he stands and 
knocks. 

The door is ibr the purpose of excluding enemies, and those 
whose visits are unwelcome; and you quickly rise when you 
hear the voice of a friend, and hasten to open the door that 
there may be no barrier between him and you. Another pcr- 
fion might easily discover your feelings towards the one tliat 
knocks, by the response you make. Your countenance, your 
movements, all would show the feelings you entertain. Christ 
stands and knocks, and men arc not aware of it. They are so 
busy hearkening to voices of earth, the world makes such a 
sound in their ears, or the slumber of unbelief is so heavy, that 
they hear not the Saviour's knock. Blessed are they who cul- 
tivate the faculty of quickly detecting the foot-fell of Christ, 
and start up as soon as they hear his knock. 

He knocks by his providence, as when he takes away your 
property, or your health, or your bosom friend ; wiien he places 
you in new and trying circumstances with many and wide- 
branching responsibilities; when he takes you away from loved 
scenes; when some mighty display of his power in the natural 
world, arrests your attention ; — by his servants, moving them 
to address you in the language of eshortation or admonition ; 



:,AjC50gIe 



DAILY mlmtvthai 267 

— by his word, with its graeimi's promises or tender upbraid- 
ings; — by a manifest work of sncc in the heirt. of another 

I say uufo you, hearlieii ; heirken dili^ntly turning away 
from the vain babbling of tht world, and jou shall hear the 
knock of Christ. Ifou shall ne\er be without an intimation 
from him, that he is nigh and ready fo bless Show hospitality 
to him in the world and he wiSl rccei\G joii into oierlastiog 
habitations ; receive him into your heart and he will give you an 
abundautontranceinto the glorious mansionsof his Father, How 
wise was it in that poor woman to share her supper with 
Elijah; famine was just then coming over the threshold to in- 
stjil himself at her board ; but was compelled to take an ever- 
Listing flight. " If any man hear my voice, and open unto 
uie," says Christ, " I wil! come in and sup with him and he 
with me; I will come and make his earthly lot glad with my 
presenee, and he shall come and participate with me the glory 
and felicity of the heavenly life." 



II perfect Ihttl tihich cnncemeth ib 



Ho will perfect my happiness. " Mj people shall be s! 
with my goodness." He will perfect his own image in me. 
He wil! mate me perfect in wisdom ; perfect to know and to 
do his will ; perfect to glorify the Redeemer ; perfect in beauty 
and in strength. 

The thought of humanity being again clothed with perfec- 
tion is something altogether wonderful. It was a light thing 
to call a world into esistence out of nothing; but to take a, 
nature that had become earthly, sensual, devilish, and so re- 
fashion it that it should bo transparent fo all the rays of the 
Godhead, is what a mere finite conception woiJd never have 
shadowed forth 

Man is engaged in perfecting himself. From the very be- 
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ginning he has insisted upon it that all he wanted was room 
and time and liberty, and he would make of humanity some- 
thing very admirable. He has had all the opportunities and 
advantages he could desire. Sometimes, in some little corner 
of the world, God has penuitted him to clothe himself with 
literary and artistic glory; to surround himself with beautiful 
Btatues and paintings; and to rise to the heights of a sublime 
eloquence. But Greece and Rome in their palmiest days, only 
afforded new evidence of the depravity and spiritual blindness 
of man, and what he was, only came out the more opprobri- 
ously by the intimatuns of wbit hp mi^ht have been and all 
succeeding cjcles hiie shown hia expectation of self wrouf^ht 
perfection to be utterly delusne In this our boasted day the 
most frightful immorality m the most favored places under th"! 
eun, shows anew the ulter vanity of this most basde^s hope 
And all this time there has been present with nnn a heaven 
descended sjstem pledging him perfection in the truest jnd 
amplest sense of the word A\hat need we tilk of the per 
fectibility of man'' It is impfssiblo with man, m st possible 
with God There are in the midst of us men and wcmen 
whom God is engaged in carrying to peiftction Let «s join 
ourselves to their number They arc dc pised by the world, 
BO was Christ The world sees in tl em indeed what it could 
not see in Christ, much imperfection but it might *H.e some 
thing else if it would; namely, a germinant perfection. 

It was because Christ was made perfect in suffering, that we 
have this hope. In the day of sorrow and of calamity, do I 
bear well in mind that God is perfecting that which coneerneth 



Adoust 6. — "He which soneth jparinglj, shall reap also sparingly."— - 
! CoriDtliLana ix. 6. 

The farmer could not make a greater mistake, than to sup- 
jose he would gain by not scattering bis seed in the field. To 
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keep ttio seed is to deprive it of its value; to cut oneself off 
from the blessing that might have been expected ; and to in- 
flict the greatest wound upon the future. No, scatter it; throw 
it away and let it g" to naught, apparently, and be long lost, 
if need be, and fur^tten , in its appointed time it wiil come 
up loaded with treisures whith it hii gathered from the secret 
places of the earth Then will it appear that your wealth is 
froportioned to your liberality 

There is to be a judgment according to works. By faith in 
Christ we succeed to heaven ; but our works, evincing the 
measure of our faith, will determine the place we are to occupy 
Ui heaven, the degree of glory with which we are to be invested. 

But what is meant by sowing F Using the gifts of God ac- 
cording to the will of God, and consequently in a way that 
will produce the greatest amount of good to our fellow-men. 
Much wisdom is needed in order to give aright; but we are 
responsible to have this wisdom. The man who receives gifts 
from God, receives an appointment from God ; namely, that 
of donor ; and the wisdom to discharge the functions connected 
with this appointment will surely not be withheld, if it be in- 
genuously asked. We are to look upon the world as God looks 
upon it, and then we shall know how to minister to our fellow- 

You are a believer, are you not? Tou are expecting 
heaven through the grace of Christ which you appropriate by 
faith. But do not suppose, friend, that the faith by which 
you shall be saved is one faith, and the faith that leads to gen- 
erous acta is another faith. When I see you scattering seed, I 
look at the very faith which is to bring about your salvation. 
Your daily, hourly movements, call men to look upon that pre- 
cious principle which is tc open for you, if they be opened for 
you, the gates of heaven. You are to live by faith ; to live 
now by it, if you would live hereafter by it. 
23 " 
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AoOCStT.— "Wb are his workmaDship, crcateti in Christ Jeau« unio 
good noiks."— EpheeiaDB ii. 10. 

If we are created anew, we are created unto good works. 
The world ought not to bo angry with God for creating men 
anew; for he is creating them for this among other things that 
they may tread in the footsteps of their Divine Master and 
abound in good works to their felJow-men. The world, how- 
ever, is irritated at the proposition that men need a special 
creation in order to become competent to bestow good gifVs. 
It professes to be able to point to men, who have spent for- 
tune, time, health, in a whole-hearted endeavor to do good to 
their fellow-men. 

But consider that it is one thing to give a poor creature on 
his way to the gaSlowa, a cup of water, and another thing to 
save him from the gallows. One thing to mate the cell of a 
criminal comfortable, and another thing to save him from 
crime and put within his reach the means of attaining to ever- 
lasting bliss. The world, obedient to the instincts that God 
has implanted, often looks around to see what oasis it can cre- 
ate in the desert of this world ; but alas! the trees which it 
plants yield no immortal fruit. 

Until a poor creature has been brought to God, all that yoa 
can do for him is of comparatively little moment. If your 
benefits tend to this, even indirectly, well and good. You 
may exercise your generosity in such a way as shall tend to 
keep the man ignorant that there is a gospel, and that he 
needs it absolutely. 

AnonsT 8.—" Be thoa faithful nnto doath Bad I will give thea a crowD 
of life."— Retelation ii. 10. 

The meaning is not, Be thou faithful all thy days; but, 
have thou that faithfulness which characterizes the martji 
disciple, leads him to count not his life dear unto himself, and 
enables him at any moment to lay it down freely in the ser- 
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vice of his Master. The espression Joes not refer to leDgth 
of service, but to enfirencss of consecration. Be thou uore- 
bukably faithful in all possible situations and circumstances. 

Christ requires of every disciple that he should have the 
spirit of a martyr. At the very outset he informa those who 
come unto him that they are to talte up their cross and follow 
him. And if at any time he should summon any number of 
his followers, and send them upon a service where death is 
certain, not one of them has any right to complain. It was 
so written in the bond. They gave him from the very first 
their early life, to receive from him a heavenly life. 

We are to be faithful unto death, this day, and every day. 
We are to live a life of entire consecration ; crucified unfo the 
world and the world unto us. And if we have sufficient faith 
to let him day by day, and in all things dispose of us, take what 
he will, give what he will, send where he will, we need not 
envy those who literally suffered martyrdom for his name's 
sake. For us, too, there is laid up a crown of life. Not 
merely do we obtain a true life in exchange for the false liie 
of this earth ; but a glorious life ; a life that shall be to us 
more ennobling and exalting than all the crowns of earth. 



August 9.—" These IHngs have I wtitten unto jou, that ya may know 
that ye bave eternal life 1 Jolia v 13 

By life the Scripture meins true life, life in union to God, 
in the image of God life with bhss and purity. An eternity 
under conditions like those that belong to the life of sinful 
man, were utterly unde irable True life includes everything 
desirable, and the entire uni\erse of God is just one of its per- 
quisites. They that believe in Christ have Christ. They that 
have Christ have life. They that have life, have it eternally. 
They that have eternal life may know that they have it, and 
rejoice in the antcpast even in this world. The Bible is given 
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to furnish thorn with the means of knowing that they have it^ 
If thej find their names there, tliey shall certainly find them 
in the Lamb's book of life. As many aa are the children of 
God, they are led by the Spirit of God, who is the Spirit of 
truth, and not only sanctifies them by the truth, but shows them 
their own new image in the mirror of the truth. 



AoacsT 10.— "Ha that hath the Son hath lite; and he that hath QOt 
ths Son, hath not Ufa."— 1 John t. 12. 

Hast thou considered well, John the son of Zebedee, the 
beloved disciple, what is implied in these words of thine ? 
These words fly in the face of all human philosophies, and 
give a picture of the world such as all the world is sure to ab- 
hor. They will laugh thee to acorn, with thy description of 
mankind as being without life save as they find it in Christ. 
For thy words, if they mean anything, declare that all the 
world hare become obnosioua to the everlasting wrath of God, 
and are going down to perdition, no man having any goodness 
upon which he can rely for salvation j and that the favor of 
God, even life everlasting, is only to be obtained by renuncia- 
tion of one's own wisdom and virtue and strength, or rather 
of the vain dream of these, and by a simple, whole-souled faith 
in Christ who died for sinners. These words of thine contain 
the very essence of the gospel, and exhibit it in stern, positive, 
uncompromising language, such as men can by no means brook. 
The gospel thus uttered irritates men beyond endurance ; and 
makes them bring &gots and prepare the stake. At all events 
they will think thee a poor, bigoted, self-blinded creature, with 
thy horrid Calvinistic representation of mankind. 

I know what I say — might John reply,— and what effect it 
is calculated to produce upon men. And yet I know that I 
speak with love and with wisdom ; love and wisdom given from 
on high. A great many beautiful giils of God still linger 
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around fallen humanity, and testify of that height from which 
it lias fallen ; these gifts men look upon as a pledge of salva- 
tion ; a fatal error and a strange one ; for they only enhaiict 
the condemnation of those who, possessing them, nevertheless 
abide not in the love and communion of God, hut obey their 
own vitiated will. I would fain have all men know of the 
grace of God ; tliercfore I tell them of their utter gracelesa- 
ncss and absolute need of Christ. This despised word of mine 
shall live. From this time onward through all generations, it 
shall he without interruption precious to companies of helier- 
ing men. Philosophies, religions, empires shall pass away, but 
this word shall not pass away. He that hath the Son hath 
]ife: he that halh not the Son hath not hfe. 



August II.—" Be watchful and Btrengthen the tbings which remain. 

Unhappily, it is when men most need to be watchful, when 
the flame of heavenly grace is flickering in its socket, that 
they are least disposed to be watchful. We find that as luen 
advance in holiness, make great attainments, ascend far up 
above the region in which ordinary believers walk, that they 
become watchful to an amazing degree. A habit of argus eyed 
watchfulness is in fact, itself, the evidence of a great victory 
over the enemy of the soul. When men have declined from 
grace, and when the adversary has ali but riveted his chains 
again upon them, in the moment when, if ever, they need to 
be watchful, just then they are least of all disposed to fear, to 
strive, to watch. Happy for them if they hear In that critical 
moment the sovereign voice of Christ, saying, " Be watchful 
and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die. 
Arise, get oil for your lamps, before it be too late." 

Imagine a great army, reduced through the heedlessness 
and effeminacy of their general, to a mere handful of men ; 
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their tenta are pitehed in an exposed place; the enemy in 
great numbers look down from the cliffs above, and you fally 
expect that in the next minute these overwhelming forces will 
burst upon the poor, weak remnant and annihilate it. But 
just then it discovers its danger, and its leader remembers in 
that momentous Juncture that he has with him a sword of di- 
vine temper, a breast-plate that will quench oil fiery darts, an 
invisible legion of angels : he scales the heights, he calls upon 
his Lord, his heavenly auxiliaries fight for him, and soon he 
finds himself in a large place. Thenceforward, let him never 
forget the ominous experience of that hour past ; and let him 
tremble at the thought of every step that would take him down 
into that valley of confusion, hard by the abyss of perdition. 



Adgdst 12,— "In due eeasoa we ahail reap it we faint not."— Gal. »i. 9. 

When the sinner turns from the error of hia way, suhmila 
to God and gives himself to the service of Christ, he thinks 
that he will never fail to enjoy the tokens of his Father's 
favor. The change in himself is immense. He is now day 
and night intent upon doing the will of God, whereas formerly 
he recked not of it; he cheeks within himself a hundred 
impulses that formerly had full sway. He naturally expects 
that perpetual successes shall wait upon him in his efforts to do 
good. And at first, for the maturing of his faith, God often 
vouchsafes to him prompt and glad results. But he is soon 
called to pursue a higher walk of faith, and find long intervals 
between the seed-time and the harvest. ^ 

We shall reap. Others scatter in vmn. Of all mankind,' 
only the people of God shall gather a harvest unto everlasting 
life. They sow the seed that God gives them in the way ap- 
pointed by him. They deny themselves for the good of others, 
of property, ease, friends, health ; and whatsoever they do, 
they do for the glory of Christ. From men they oftentimes 
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reap ingratitude, enmity, defamation. But these things only 
augment the splenJor of their reward. 

If tce/uint not. This prepares us for a stem trial of faith. 
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Adqust 13.—" Biassed are Ibe dea^ which die in Iha Lord."— Rerelk- 

The additional words " from henceforth," give this passage 
a specific and prophetical meaning. Neglecting these at pres- 
ent, we may consider the great unquestionable truth that there 
is for the Christian a blessedness in death. Not but that there 
is something better than death. Death is one of the enemies 
of Christ that must be put under his feet, and his saints shall 
one day get the victory over it, and, undergoing a change at 
his advent, live on eternally. In the meantime however, death 
is constrained with other agencies to work together for good to 
the people of God. Their faith deprives him of his terrors. 

Three thousand souls an hour, fifty a minute, pass away from 
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earth. How few of these die in tlie Lord I Think of this jou 
that know tjie Lord, and whom he has comiuissioned to niakp 
Lim known. You are to meet these souls again; and happy 
will it be for you if you are able to ehow tiiat you soujjht earn- 
estly to obtain for jour fallow men thia blessedness 

They are blessed for they ha\e great peice in the hour of 
their dissolution Their cheerful esit confirms the faith of 
those that behold and brings heaien near It Bometinies car 
ries conviction to the imp nitent and leads them to seek thjt 
God who has such power t fu^tiin and bless the souls of his 
people. They pass away from a world of sin and temptation 
and disappointment an 1 vanity to a world of ii^ht and pur ty 
They depart to be with Christ, — to dwell in the mansions which 
he has prepared for them, — to associate with angels and with 
saints in light, — fo drink of the rivers of pleasure that are for- 
ever at the right hand of God, — to obtwn a erowB of righf- 



And if the king has summoned one of his own away from 
youT side, can you greatly grieve ? Does not the blessedness 
of that departure greatly overbear your individual brief loss, 
and flash down a glory upon your own desolation ? Do you 
think much more of your own poor blessedness, thus inter- 
rupted, than of the perfect beatitude into which the other has 
entered? Would you make war upon this text? Per the 
dead that die in the Lord are blessed for this among other rea- 
sons, that they leave behind them unspeakable consolations. 
Yes, it teaches that the survivor, who had a property in the 
one taken away, has not lost anything, but has seen his pro- 
perty taken upon high, that it may be rendered immeasurably 
more valuable and kept securely till the day of the restitution 
of all things. We do not want our wealth with us, but in the 
country to which we are going. " How great is thy goodness 
which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee." And the 
loved ones taken are a part of that treasured goodness. Let 
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Bpect to all other things, rather than this. Let your greatest 
energy be given to this. Not merely beeause it is becoming, 
but because it is necessary. There would be a very serious 
defect in the way of salvation, if it bestowed ita priceless gilla 
on slothful men. If you would inherit the promised kingdom, 
you must model your life upon the lives of those whose faith 
and patience are honorably mentioned in the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews. Be sure that nothing less is required of you 
han was demanded of them. 



August 15— "Tbat ye present jour bodies a living oiieriGoe, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God."— Komaua lii. 1. 

Tou are exempt from the necessity of bringing larohs and 
heifers to the altar ; hut the aim of the giispel is to lead you 
to do what the law could not induce men to do, consecrate 
your own body to the Lord, bringing it daily to the altar, and 
devoting it to the execution as well as the enduring of his will. 
You are ever ready to yield it unto death as Abraham was hia 
son ; but the angel of the Lord ever interposes and says, God 
has some work for this body to do; see to the doing of that 
and come again. 

It is of course only by the consecration of the soul that that 
of the body can be accomplished. God's will must be eor- 
d' lly mb d by the heart, before the feet or the hands or 
h ton u w il move to execute it. So intimate is the union 

soul nd h dy that the consecration of the one involves that 
of 1 h Let no man suppose that his heart is really 
g n h Lord, if the functions of his body be not eni- 

p! y d n rr ng out the revealed will of God. The Holy 
Gh d nestle in the heart, shrouded from sight. Ho 

n 1 n IS if he is not effluent from us. He is perpet- 

u lly f h II w ng by the tongue, the eyes, the hand, the feet, 
the entire person. (John vii. 38.) 



)y Google 



DAILY MEDITATIONS 279 

AcGDST 16.~"Hetufn, je backsliding children, and 1 will heal jouc 
baolislidinga."— Jeremiaii iii. 22. 

Abandon the idea that you must recover jourseivea from 
your baeks]idings and then approach God. Perhaps you think 
tUat jou could then approach him with some confidence. But 
doea God forget ? And wi!l he look complacently upon your 
mended piety F He will look with jugt as much disgust upon 
the patched robe as upon the rent robe. But further you ought 
to know better than to entertain such an heretical notion aa 
that you are able to recover yourseif from your backsliding. 
f!ould you do that you would be the wonder of created beings. 
To recover you is in fact the work of God's power in ita high- 
est flight. Do not suppose that your sin, the stigma of your 
declension from grace, must get a little old, and then yon will 
have a face to appear before God. This delusive idea will take 
you every day further and further away from God, and make 
your case more and more hopeless. 

No, with all the guilt of your backsliding full and fresh in 
view, hasten to God. The only place in the universe where 
sin can be disposed of, is the throne of God's grace. If you 
throw it into any obscure pit and think you have done with it, 
you make a signal mistake. A legion of armed warriors will 
one day come up out of that pit and fall upon you with unap- 
peasable ire. God alone is able to heal your backslidings, and 
he does it by leading you to dwell upon the character and work 
of our sympathizing High Priest, who doea not break the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flas, nor cast away as 
worthless what seems to men irrevocably gone. 



Turn not disdainfully away from these words of God, oa 
though tiiey had no claim upon your attention. These words 
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comi! to you, so to speak, upon jour own invitation. For, 
what have jou done all jour life long, but rush hither and 
thither, into this path and into that, crying unceasingly, " How 
shall I obtain the desires of mj heart?" Behold here an an- 
swer to your life-long question. The esplanation of all your 
disappointments, the remedy of all your sorrows, is here. 
Though there were on your table, waiting your perusal, nu- 
e with the royal seal, others communicating 
ains accruing to you, yet would it he wise 
in you to leave them aJl unnoticed rather than this text. If 
this be left to you, no matter tlioi^h the wind carried (hem all 
away. Nay, if you should escape from a burning house with 
nothing but this word, you were richer than the richest of the 
sons of earth. For what all other things faintly and stammer- 
ingly promise to bestow, this positively promises. AVhat is 
anjthing good for, if it yield you not the desires of your heart? 
Do you take this to be one of those kind lies with which a. 
mother lulls her child to rest ? Or a flight of fancy with more 
strength of expression than depth of meaning? Is every 
foolish promise of the world to be believed hefore the delib- 
erate promise of the most high God ? 

In order that the desires of a man's heart should be gratified, 
it is needful that they should be rectified. He must let him- 
self be led into the path that leads to felicity. He must de- 
light himself in the Lord. 

" But," you reply, " this is mere mysticism, pietism. The 
world is full of beautiful and attractive objects, made so by 
God, and placed opposite to us, that we may look upon them 
and rejoice in them, Whj should not a man rejoice in liis 
own marvellous faculties, bestowed by his Creator? Why 
should he not rejoice in human society and in all the amenities 
that strew the path of life ? Why should he not rejoice in 
art, in poetry, music, painting, in nature and in the representa- 
tions of nature, in the characteristics of his time_ the onward 
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Bweop of humanity, in the immense variety of literature, in 
the food so abundantly provided him ? What can there be 
better than to delight in these '!" 

Is thy heart satisfied with them? Is discontent a stranger 
to thy heart, and do murmurs remain fat from thy lips ? Canst 
thou say, I want no more ? 

Couldst thou answer these questions in the affirmative, there 
would still remain a difficulty. Thy beautiful things fade; 
the objeota of thy delight vanish away. The more attractive 
a thing is, the more fatal will it prove to thy happinesa. For 
all that is in the world is merely here on exhibition. It ap- 
pears, is admired, and is then withdrawn. 

No, it is no mysticism, but the truest philosophy, the only 
wisdom, to delight thyself in the Lord. Do this, not by de- 
spising his works, hut by discerning the connection between 
them and him, and hearkening to the tale which they fell of 
him. All beautiful and excellent things are sent to show you 
the perfections of your God and to whisper to you of his love. 
Delight yourself in him who gave his Son to die for you; in 
other words love the things that he loves, shun what he disap- 
proves; and it becomes as certain that your desires will he 
gratified as that the desires of God will be fulfilled. 



AtcnST 18.— "Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in bim; tni 
he shall hrinE it tu paa»."— Psalm ilivii. 6. 

We shall find it impossible to commit our way unto tho 
Lord, unless it he a way that he approves. For it is only by 
faith that a man can commit his way unto the Lord ; and if 
there be the least suspicion in the heart, that the way be not a 
good one, faith will refuse to have anything to do with it. As 
well might you expect Aehan to bring his wedge of gold and 
Babylonish garment to Joshua and ask him to take care of 
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them; or a deserter te inquire of his general the way to the 
enemy's camp. 

Having found reason to believe that your chosen way is ap- 
proved of heaven, let heaven have the entire direction of 
whatever relates to it. Having resolved to go to Rome to 
preach the gospel there, be content that God should bring 
you there iu chains^ as a culprit, and keep you there as a 
prisoner. 

And this committing must be a continuous, not a single act. 
You are to trust ever in His wisdom, goodness, aud power — not 
only in generals but in particulars. And however extraordi- 
nary may seem te be his guidance, however near to the preci- 
pice he may take you, you are not to snatch the reins out of 
his hand. " Whatever is, is best," to him who, with an en- 
lightened and genuine faith, has committed his way unto the 
Lord, and te him alone. 

Are we really willing to have all our ways submitted to God 
for him to pronounce upon them f Are there not some of our 
ways which have become to us through long habit like a se- 
cond nature, concerning which we have never really taken 
counsel of God ? There is nothing about which a man needs 
to be more scrutinizing than about his oId(«t ways, his most 
confirmed habits and views. He is too apt to take for granted 
the divine approbation of them. 

Why are some Christians so anxious and fearful, in view of 
some anticipated contingency ? Evidently because they have 
not left the matter with him. They have taken it to him and 
brought it away with them. 

It, may seem a prodigious faith to regard God on his throne 
as studious of all that concerns us; but such faith is really no 
bolder than is the faith that God spared not his only begotten 
Son. 

Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and ho 
shall bring it to pass. 
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Apgfst 7 3.— "We walk by faith, not by sight."— 2 Corintbians v. 7. 
Va ery man s world i^ what his heart makes it to be. When 
his hcjrt <.hinge>i, the woild changes. When faith has come 
in and renewed his heart he thenceforth walka in a new 
world A new aspect comes over the face of ail things. 
Faith re\eals to him new and most important truths concern- 
ing everything, so that he can no longer take a step in just 
the mood that he formerly did, nor look upon a single indivi- 
dual as he once did. 

Imagine a man on a beautiful island where there are a 
thousand objects to allure the senses and gratify the mind. 
He walks in groves, or reclines in bowers, or sita upon the 
grassy bank of a stream, or wanders through the halls of a pa- 
lace; now witli one gay company, now with another. Or if 
he list he embarks in some serious enterprise, and seeks to give 
his higher energies play. Until, one day, wandering alone to 
the extremity of the island, he discovers to his amazement 
that it is a floating island, and that a mighty current is bear- 
ing it on with all its palaces and battlements and hanging gar- 
dens and with all its companies of pleasure-loving people, bear- 
ing it away, bearing it whither ? Ah, this now becomes thv 
most important of all questions ! As he returns, everything aa 
sunies in his eyes an unwonted look. As he reaches the sum- 
mit of a hill, or passes along the verge of a precipice, or looks 
upon a waterfall, or sees a company of men, or hears music, or 
notices a tradesman counting his gains, one thought possesses 
his mind; these are all in motion, whither are they going? 
Music is no longer music, wine no longer wine, health no 
longer health to him. The discovery he has made puts an ex- 
t-nguisher upon all that he once called light, all that he once 
called pleasure. At length, after many fruitless inquiries, he 
meets with one who inhabits another little island connected for 
the present with the larger one, and who tells him that the 
iahind is sweeping on ' 3 a gulf of destruction and to an abyss 
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of darkness ; and that at tlie last moment the little Isle ten- 
anted by those who hjve known their danf^er and taken refuge 
there, will be detached and anchored forever in a bli^isid re- 
gion He believes Ilenreforth how different will be ill his 
perceptions and all his conduct from wliat thej once were 



Aur.liST 20.~" Trust in the Lord and do good ; and varilj ahalt thou b« 
fed."— Psalm iisvii. 3. 

In many waj3 faith leads to beneficence. Faith discovers to 
us the infinite mercy shown by God in providing a ransom for 
us J and the contemplation of this sacrifice prowpta us to en- 
gage in enterprises for the good of our fellow-inen. It shows 
us God delighting in the reciprocal love of his creatures one to 
another, and seeking to make them mutually exponents of his 
love. It reveals to us the Lord Jesus who pleased not hiinsclf, 
and went about doing good; and teaches us, that we are his 
disciples only while we follow him. It keeps fresh in our me- 
mory the promises ; such as, " he that givcth to the poor, lend- 
e(h to the Lord ;" " inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." It 
shows us that we have nothing which we can properly call our 
own, since we are one and all stewards of God, and must here- 
after give an account of our stewardship. And it enables us 
to rest in full assurance upon the declarations of God and of 
Christ, that we shall be fed, that no good thing shall be with- 
held from us, that we are of more account than many sparrows. 

We need faith in order to know how to do good. To be 
charitable, we have not merely to overcome our own reluctance 
to give, but we must learn from God how to relieve the wants 
of men. It is not enough to streteh forth the hand; it must 
be stretched forth in wisdom, wisdom obtained by faith. Again, 
if a man whose chtracter is not what it should be, who doea 
not honor God, oi 'Jie word of God, if such an one engages 
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from some mrtive or other in works of beneficence, there ia 
reiison to believe that ho will indirectly do more evil than he 
will directly do good. For his kind acts will tend to propitiate 
men with his defective religion, and will go far to make them 
believe that the fear of God is not after all of very great im- 



It is perhaps needless to remark that the word conversation 
!a intended lo include the entire conduct, — literally, the wai/. 
The ordering of one's conversation, implies meditation and 
study as to what one's conduct should be, in its various par- 
ticulars; a definite and well-understood standard; a solemn and 
sustained resolution to live according to that standard, hy the 
help of God. 

Most men allow themselves to be wafted along by the cur- 
rent of events; their conduct is determined by circumstances 
and casual influences rather than by their own fore! hough t and 
decision. And so, too, with Christians. Very many of these 
simply rejoice that they are acted on by better influencts than 
once they were; and do not realize their obligation to labor, 
under the teaching of the Spirit of God, at the formation of a 
new and holy nature. Many seem to imagine that the respon- 
sibility rests with the Spirit of God, and that they are to be 
perfected in holiness by some mysterious process, that may 
just as well go on when they are asleep as at any other time. 
But the Spirit of God does what he does in us through our 
own agency and with our own consciousness. This is the prin- 
cipal drift of the direction, " Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling ; for it is God who [thus] worketh in 
you to will and to do of his own good pleasure." 

Perhaps no man that ever lived (if we except the apostles) 
engaged more earnestly than Jonathan Edwards in the work 



yV^oogle 



286 DAILY MEDITATIOSS. 

of ordering his conversation aright. His diary reveals him to 
ua, a youth of nineteen or twenty, exercising the most intense 
watchfulness over himself, and laying hold with the utmost 
avidity of every flaw that appeared in his heart or life, in order 
to bring his energies to hear upon it, frame a resolution adapted 
to it, and cry to God for deliverance from it. All that fore- 
cast, and preparation, and study, and determination, and prajei 
could do to furnish him with armor in the hour of temptation, 
lie compelled them to do. Other men when they have once 
fallen into tomptation, succumb to it afterwards the more 
easily; but with him it was otherwise; he availed himself of 
the knowledge of sin once obtained, to defeat it on subsequent 
occasions. Any one who will carefully read his memoirs, will 
discover a striking illustration of the fact that God awakens 
the utmost enei^ of the soul when he would accomplish the 
deliverance of the soul. He fought the good fight of faith. 
Others who have not come so prominently before us, may per- 
haps have fought it still better. If so, we shall know them in 
the day of judgment. 

God will give unto those who order their conversation aright, 
glorious and transporting views of the Saviour and of redemp- 
tion through him. 



JD0UST2J.— "Callupnnnie in the day of trooblBj I will deliror thes, 
and thoa shall giotlty me."— Pfalm I. 15. 

There are some whose cry in the day of trouble God will 
not hear; those, namely, who, in the day of their prosperity, 
heard not the cry of the poor and stretched forth no helping 
hand to the afflicted, and thus gave good evidence that they 
had no ear for the voice of God. For in the guise of a poor 
man Christ stood at their door, time and again, knocking and 
asking for admittance; hut they would not hear. In the day 
of their calamity, 1 9 will not hear their cry. To whom then 
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is tilia promise giTen ? To him who hath made the Lord his 
refuge, and taken the divine will for his guide. 

How naturally does friendship say, " Should you fall into 
any difficulty, don't hesitate to call upon me ; I will do what I 
can for you." Ah, but these eartlily friends, they are not ai- 
rways as good as their promises. A man does not seem so in- 
teresting to them wheQ he is in trouble as when he is in pros- 
perity; his defects come out more conspicuously. And even 
when their affection remains unchanged, how poor is their 
ability. 

God does not say to us, "You shall not know trouble." But 
he says, " Trouble shall eoine upon you in order that I may 
have a peeuiiar opportunity of signalizing my love toward you, 
and of exhibiting my power to sustain. And in order that 
you may have a peculiar opportunity of showing your love to 
me, your trust, your patience, your steadfastness. And in order 
that the world may see the wonderful understanding between 
God's people and himself." 

I wiU deliver thee. Who can doubt it when he calls to mind 
how this Deliverer endured, in Gethsemane and on Calvary, 
trouble such as never \Hited the soul of mere man, in order 
to pluck us as a brand trom the burning. If he delivered 
when it cost his soul so much to deliver, how much more may 
wc confidently expect that he will he with us in our lesser 
troubles, seeing that he is now rich in mercy. 



AnthcST 83.— "The Btepo of a good man are ordered by tha Lord; aad 
Ve delighteth in hie way."— Paul m xxsvii. 23. 

When his Son was on the earth, clothing humanity with a 
perfection it had not known since it had Ibrfeited paradise, tho 
beautiful spectacle attracted the regard of God, and nothing 
would do but that he should send his voice down into the ranki 
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of men exclaiming, "This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased." 

When Christ was about to depart out of the world, he took 
steps f« have this ploased regard of the Father continue to- 
wards those whom he was to leave behind, even to his disciplea 
of all future time. He offered up the prayer, " That the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them 
For I am no more in the world, but they are in Ihe world; 
and I am glorified in them." The Father eould not resist 
these arguments. And so the Lord delight«(h in the way of 
the good man, of him whose steps are ordered by him, and 
who follows in the footsteps of Christ. For he only is a good 
man in the estimation of heaven, whose steps are ordered by 
the Lord, who is led by the Spirit of God, to whom the word 
of God is a lamp. 



This language is appropriate to one who, having been led to 
supplicate God with respect to some matter that was very near 
hie heart, has afterwards perhaps waited long and seen many 
things that appeared to be designed by Providence to estinguish 
faith and hope, but has persevered in expectation, and finally in 
some golden hour, never to be forgotten, has received the an- 
swer to his prayer, in most abundant measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over. 

Thus was it perhaps with the sisters of Lazarus, in the day 
of his sore sickness. His sickness had at first no power to 
affright them, for they knew the love of Jesus, and judged it 
sufficient to communicate to him their need. They felt tliat 
their prayer must be answered, their brother must be saved; 
the necessity for it lay very deep, even in the depths of Christ's 
own character, who could not but be true unto himself. But 
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til cneefoT ward everything seemed to frown upon their espccta- 
tion. Their brother sank rapidly; Jesiis came not; there 
came no niessagj even. The hours as thoy vanished seemed to 
say in louder and still louder tones, " Prayer avails nothing ; 
faith in Christ" is a delusion. And when Jjazarus was buried, 
did it not seem as though all the promises were buried with 
him, the faithfulness of Christ shut up with him in the sepul- 
chre ? But, the stone is at length rolled away, and Lazarus 
comss forth ; best of all, comes forth into the light of noon- 
day the imperishable faithfulness of Christ. Then with over- 
flowing hearts they blessed &od, who had not turned away their 
prayer, nor his mercy from. them. 

Nothing is more important than that we should cherish a 
habit of pouring forth our hearts in gratitude to God, in view 
of his mercy shown in responses to our prayers. One end for 
which he grants us our desires, is that we may espress grati- 
tude to him ; and it is tbereibre a piece of dishonesty in us to 
neglect this. Gratitude is a most important aid to faith. It 
serves to sink the memorials of benefits deep into the mind ; 
and u f h n he hour of prayer, takes great courage from 
th n pi n of these. And then again, a thing may be 
a g od deal m e than itself. In itself a mere trifle, yet 
as n p f God's mercy, and aa a token that we have 

a i nd h h one, it is of priceless value. If we take it 
w h g a da mere trifle ; but if we consider well what 
it b k d t our gratitude to work to gather from it a 

tr f d n ove, this treasure shall not be wanting. 



([lory above all the earth."— Psalm Qviii. 5. 

Whether men honor him or not, God is forever infinitely 
honorable. His perfections remain the same. By virtue of 
his divine powei and Godhead, he Is esalted where no con- 
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ception of a finite being can follow him, nmch less add any. 
thing to or take anything from his exaltDdness. But whuu 
God condesccodcd to call creation into csit-tonce, it was for tlie 
purpose of revealing himself unto his intelligent subjects, and 
Betting up a throne in the heart of each of them. 

In this world, men are in a state of revolt ; they have cast 
down the throne of God in their heart, and denied their obli- 
gation to glorify him. They are bent upon their own exaltation, 
nd conceive thnt they have enough to do to accomplish their 
own glory, without attending to that of God. We have all 
heard of the Calendar published in France within a few 
years, in which all the days of the year were distributed among 
three hundred and sixty-five great men, who ia their several 
days were to be worshipped by men, and this was to be the 
only worship. But those who thus proclaim man to be the 
Dniy divine being known, are just a Jittle more outspoken than 
their fellow-men. For he who sees without sorrow and solici- 
tude how God is slighted and forgotten in the world; he who 
protests not against the ungodly ways of men ; he who is not 
intent upon knowing the perfections of God ; earnestly and 
assiduously studies not the word; knows not Christ as God 
manifest in the fiesh; prays not, labors not, that God by bis 
Spirit may be enthroned in his own heart; he ia one of those 
who are engaged in the bold and absurd attempt to dismiss 
God and put man in his place. 

Christians are a littie company who say from the heart, as 
they address God, " Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory," and who arc consecrated to the great work of re- 
storing to God, so far as in them lies, the glory that is due to 
him. Understand then, Christian, thy vocation. Thou art 
to live in such a way, that all thy actions, all thy deportment 
shall give expression to the great truth that God is on the 
throne of the universe, that He alone is worthy to have his 
will done by all, that he is ineffably, incomparably glorious. 
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And the blasphemous extravagance of self-glorification to whieh 
m in IS earned jt the preseiit dij should only be an additional 
Btiuiulus tfl the Christian to exalt God bj humble obedience, 
by love to his brethren by the prayer of faith by self denial 
and watchful ne^a, by aimplitily oi hie and of speech, by com 
muniLitin^ (he knowhd^e ot Christ, ind by wise, luiing and 
fiithfui remonstrances with mpn upon thi, grL.atncsB of their 



AuGVST 2fi.— "Tliej that sow in (cars filial] reap ia joj."— Paalm 

The tears of thoae that sow, flow from various causes. Here 
is one who has greatly hungered and thirsted after the com- 
muiiications of God's love ; who mourns over his own heart of 
unbelief; over his inaptitude for the things of God ; who has 
been fascinated by the conception of a divine life to be led on 
the earth, a life of conscious union with God attended by 
peace flowing like a river, and revealing itself by ardent love, 
cheerful labor, and large success. But the very conception of 
the thing only makes bis actual experience more inglorious 
and more insupportable Tears are his meat night and day. 
In this state, how can it be expected that he should go forth 
and exhort men to believe on Jesus; or engage ia the distribu- 
tion of tracts setting forth the preeiousness of Christ ? Never- 
theless, he does it. With a heart breaking for the longing it 
liath, he tells bis fellow-man that religion is the one thing 
needful; and brushing away a tear, he assures them that the 
only true happiness to he found on earth is to be found in 
Christ. And in this there is no insincerity. For his deepest 
conviction is this r that there is no joy worthy of the name 
Bave that which Christ gives to his people. He does not 
speak from present experience, but from faith 

Here is another who trusted on the Lord that He would 
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bear tcalimonj to the word of His grace; but min^ a long 
jear fulfils the ministry of this word without anj such testi 
mony being borne. Another is keenly sciisitue t the taunts 
and reproaches of men, and the harvest of these is the only 
harvest that he seems to gather. Consider JereiiinJi among 
the Jews, Brainerd among tho Indians, and a thousand others 
Let it not he supposed, however, that the words ol life come 
with most power from on afflicted heart. It is often well that 
the heart should have had ei-perieiice of affliction But the 
servant of Christ should not be contJ»nt till the kingdom of 
heaven, which is righteousness, peace, and joy m the Holy 
Ghost, be fully come in his heart. God meeteth him that re 
joicelh and worketh righteousness; and the command to re- 
joice in the Lord is a command that must be obeyed. Blessed 
is he that mourupth : why ? because he shall be comforted. 
This mourning roust pass away, and then (he bieaaednesa will 
appear in the consolation. 

ArocsT 21. — "ThanSa be to Ood which giveth ua the victory through 
our Lotd Jems Chriat."^ — 1 Corinthiana iv. 57. 

" Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom." There are two parties in this world ; 
one consisting of the cross-bearers, the other consisting of the 
unconverted. In numbers the former are very few. If we 
sift the nations reputed Christian, correcting our own concep- 
tions by the standard of Christ, the numbers will diminish 
faster than the a my f G d They are indeed a little 

flock. It may be h h y d n t exceed, even in this our 
day, one in a bund d f h p p Ution of the globe. 

They were once f h h y now are; and we have thus 

two wonders; one h j h succeeded in maintaining 

their footing upon h h f 1 world ; another that they 
should have an inviolable promise to the effect that they will 
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b h to down upon the lacateii 

h h F o speoiiil prowess to com- 

p aate h ber ; there are no advan- 

d pUne. The world thinks 

b p h m p piece of paper. There is 

b w d ot be crushed at any mo- 

h w d trodden tliem. under its 

d m d w h f rehef, " There, they are 

h h mm were found springing up 

m q Th w d has gained ever so many 

h to h m and is exceedingly pro- 

li d to i h better for all its Tictories. 

The Chureh unbrokeniy Ines on. 

In fact whit seem to the world to be its yictories, are the 
victories of the Lhnri-h Tir Christ's people are fighting the 
fight of faith. They have no weapons of their own, but the 
stars in their courses fight for them. When persecuted most, 
they are most strong in faith ; and when they are strong in 
faith, all things fight for them, even the heavens above and 
the earth beneath. 



Aliist S" — 'Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forg ire."— Psalm 

God & commandment is good. The law of his will designates 
the only path m which it is good for men to walk. It cannot 
be th It God *> choice should be otherwise than best. But man 
has broken God a Uw, and discarded God's choice. He has 
left the path thjt inSnite goodness appointed to him. The 
question now arises, How can it be good in God td forgive man 
ior abandoning tb^t path ? Is it becoming to let man obtain 
fluch a stupendous victory, and proceeding by a forbidden path, 
pos^BB himself of the very good that God placed at the ter- 
minus of thi. pith of obedience? Is the arrogance of man 

2i» 
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gross enougli to aspire to such a success as this, nd throw such 
contenipfc as this upon the law of God ? 

What then ? must man suffer ? Why not, rather than that 
man should enter heaven with a torn law of God for his ban- 
ner ? The welfare of the entire universe hangs by the ada- 
mantine chain of God's authority; let this be shattered, and 
chaos is come again. 

What otherwise could nerer have been, has been brought 
about by the incarnation, obedience, and death of the Son of 
God. God is now good even when he forgives. All his per- 
fections rejoice over the accepted sinner. 

God is reai/y to forgive. Let us act upon this uninipeaclia- 
ble truth. Have we not too often approached God as though 
it would require an immense deal of persuasion to induce him 
to forgive us ? If Christ be there, there is no reason why we 
ahould not espect to obtain it mo^t promptly and profusely; 
for there ia something more accomplished by our forgiveness 
than the mere mitigation of our inward torment; there is the 
honor bestowed upon Christ. This translates the matter to the 
very court of heaven, and invests it with more than archan- 
gellc dignity. God is ever ready to honor his Son ; he is 
therefore ever ready to forgive those who have a true faith in 
Christ. 



AoGDSi 29.~" Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or nhatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God."— 1 Corinthians s, 31. 

W e ought to be much affected by the condescen''ion of God. 
Ho talks to us as to angel" ft hat more could he say, in the 
way of commandment to my bemg thin he htre says to us? 
It IS evident that he puts us in the first rank of his servants. 
He IS willing to oierlook the lact that we are moral cripples, 
8piritua.l lepers Hl. does not thrust us lown into in inferior 
chamber and assign to us some base work but he bids us do the 
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wort of Raphael; that ia, to show forth the glory of God, in 
all our acts and movements, grcJit and small. 

He tlntt assigns to us so comprehensive and exalted a 
fiinction, gives grace according to the largeness of his com- 
mand. 

The will of God docs not relate to the great movements of 
our lifu, pacing over the lesser. He does not say, " Arise, go 
to Joppa," and then leave us to go there in any way we please. 
Ilia will is to be the staple of our existence, and to go with us 
from breath to breath along the entire journey of life. Christ 
would not let go of the will of God to take up a piece of 
bread, after his forty days' fast. The Christian cannot partake 
of an abundant meal, if his " neighbor" stand hungering 
there ; or if some pressing duty be to be discharged. No 
more in little matters than in great does he presume to live 
unto himself. 

This command requires us to be ever looking unto God; 
and is designed to establish a perpetual commerce between our 
soul and him who loves us. People think this will hamper 
them ; whereas it is just the being invested with a divine life. 
As well might they complain of being compelled to wear ao 
F royalty on the brow. 



AircUST 30.— "Thongh I walk in the midst of Iroubls, thou wilt reTiv* 
me."— Psalm onxxviii. 7. 

Some obtain their experience early, others later, but it seema 
that all who live long in this world must learo by experience 
the bitter truth that the elements of trouble are very numeroua 
in this stage of man's existence. The youthful heart, taught 
of God to desire happiness, takes counsel of its imagination 
how to seek it, and delights itself with di-eams of earthly bliss 
which must soon be dispelled. Very oft«n it gets angry with 
God for not e(|ualing the creations of its own imagination, for 
allowing his divine power to be surpassed by the poor concep- 
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tion of a mortal ; not considering that this is a worid of rouble, 
because it is a world of sin. These disappointments in too 
many cases deaden the heart ; destroy its poetry, its ciithusi- 
asui, its sensibility. But tliey that go with all their hcpes and 
aspirations to God, and seek in him what the world cannot 
^vc, their hearts shall live. Wonderful it is to see in the 
Christian of threescore years, all the sensihilitj and enthusi- 
asm, the freshness, and glow of youth. And yet it is no won- 
der, for the paradise he looks at, is in the skies, and is every 
day drawing nearer and becoming more glorious to the sight. 
His feelings partake of the nature of the immortal realms 
which he contemplates and seeks. 



AuausT 31.—" The Spirit ami the bri'li say, Come. And let him that 
heareth s.ij, Como."— Bcvelation ixii. J. 

To whom is the invocation addressed ? To Jesus or to the 
sinner? If we connect the words with those that go before, 
it appears to he the Saviour that is invoked ; if with what 
comes after, the invitation is to the sinner; " Let him that is 
athirst, come." But we need not adopt either view to the ex- 
elusion of the other. For he who with all cordiality says, 
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly," cannot be otherwise than 
greatly concerned to see his kingdom extended in the world. 
He will best show his solicitude for the coming of Christ, by 
laboi'ing to induce men to come and take of the water of life. 

" Let him that heareth say, Come." Thou bearest, thou 
hast long heard the Gospel. Thou art ever fotmd in thy place 
iu the congregation of the people of God, hearkening dili- 
gently unt« the words of life. In this and in that gathering 
we meet thee, and tbou art ever attentive to the exposition of 
God's word. Thou art interested in the various reli^ous topics 
that are brought under discussion ; and everything that prom- 
ises to render thee more spiritual, more believing, more joyful 
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in Christ ia welcome to thee. But pardon me it' I Bup;gest 
thiit there ia such a thing as being religiously lusurious. Re- 
nieuiber wha.t world thou art placed in. The question is not, 
what kind of pictj might be appropriate to some Elysian plain, 
where all is odoriferous of heaven, and significant of triumph; 
but it is this, what kind of piety is most suited to thee in thy 
present condition ? Thou art in this world to utter the invita;- 
tions of God to fallen m-tn Tliou hast a ministry, and it is 
to say the word " Come, ' in such tones as may be best adapted 
to draw the attention of men to the proffered merej of God 
Kejoice that in the bi,niffnant provide ce of C od yo ae n 
these latter days furnished « i(h so many la 1 es f extend n^, 
the invitations of the Gospel to your lello t n en He hat 
gives to Tract and Bible and Missionarj Socete t! t f, i 
in faith and simplicity and at some pe nal co t he n 1 s 
measure is saying to his fellow-men, C m But s rely 

these agencies were not mised up by God n order that the 
main body of Christians might get easily off from the m stry 
of invitation assigned them. 

Let every one who saith " Come, Lord Je ti co ne q kly 
see to it that his whole life be an enune t on of the ( osp ! 
his whole being transfused with the sp r t of u tat on ad 
that there be in his looks, words, acts ma e way of 1 fe 
nothing but that which shall tend to make Ch st attract ve to 
his fellow- men. 

The Spirit and the bride say, Come. We are the bride of 
Christ, and with us is the Spirit, if we earnestly and lovingly de- 
sire the coming of Christ, wrestle with Christ to set up hia 
kingdom in the hearts of men, and with men to c ime to Christ. 
Iiet the bride in this way make herself ready. 



,y Google 



DAILY MEDITATIONS. 



— Hcbre 



Among many that profess tobchj.jl Cdwfid 

one (scarcely one in a thousand) wh m nn f 1 f m 
to express his conviction that the h y 1 

He is like one who waking from sli b fi d h h b {u 
has drifted within the influence of cu nts ha e h rrj n 
her fast towards the rapids, fast to d nd pe ce es 

in a glance that whatever is to he d n h d a 

and done with all might. The ace 1 d bus n If 

BO long lost sight of, is to he despatul d w h all p H p 
dition. The talents so long hurled to h du p nd 
into circulation at once, that there m y b a pf b a 

toexhibitwhen the Master comes,— who kn w h wso n En 
ergy, circumspection, perseverance, n fin h n n f 

all the powers, must compensate so tn J b h m 

mense treasm;e8 of time that hav b n squ nd d He 
Cometh, he cometh," is the motto of h ne O I m n 
other Christians even, loot on with as n hm n and f n y 
that the man must be heside himself 1 bo so h n> y 
They hid him check his great zeal and m u 1 m d w 1 

his earnestness. But he replies, "On h n Id Th pa.t 
time of my life must suffice for ap hy and If ndul 
The Master whose service I have t o 1 ng n 1 d m h 
quickly. He hath ordained me tha I fih uld b n f h 
fruit, and I must make the most of the b ef seaMin h e- 

A little while! A great work ! Tl ws of m ny Ch 

dans are very defective with respei- h h f 1 se f 

" Our Lord delayeth his coming," se n b h np =s a 

on their minds. Their energies, th n h self 

denial, their consecration, are eshihited n ff rt h I n 

reference to the deliverance of the 1 f m b fnl 

fluonces. The work of religion is o wl 1 ly d j d 
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of, they imagine, in an oeciisional hour, in the leisure momenta 
which the greater business of life is generous enough to grant. 
Is there not coming an hour when the sign of the Son of 
Man having appeared in heaven, all mankind will become 
aware that the sun of their probation is just about to sink for- 
- ever, the Sun of Righteousness just about to rise in glory un- 
cwnoeivcd; and when the possessors of the Gospel who have 
left undone their Master's bidding, will he filled with tenor 
and confusion at the thought of the immense work committed 
to them, and to which they had hardly put their finger; while 
they that knew he would not tarry, shall lift up their head, 
knowing that their redemption draweth nigh. Which of us 
shall he able to stjind ? 



SErTEMBER 2.—" Leo-d us not into trroptation."— Motthew vi. 13. 

If you ask me to show you a wise man, I will ask you to 
find for me a man who, morning, noon, and night, offereth to 
God this prayer. You find him, and you say to me, " Why, 
this is a poor man, a mean man, an ignorant man, an obscure 
man; I asked him some ordinary questions, and he could not 
answer them In his hand was a book and he told mc frankly 
that having no wisdom of his oun he was obliged to make use 
of that hook Vnd ji,t you teil mc he is the wisest of men 
Ills wisdom multiplied ten thousand times would not equil the 
wisdom of aome th it are known to me To this I rejoin 
Your wise min and mint are alike in one respect They are 
expose 1 to a common dingir Thev have an enemy whose 
power enables him to laugh at all the wisdom of m'ln ind 
whose mah^nity will bung eierlastin^ rum upon those whom 
he subjugit/'s Woe then to lum who is foolish enough to 
trust in any wisdom of his own lie la duly le 1 into tempta 
tun without knowing it and dailv succumb-i and day bj day 
the fitters of the enemy are more strongly riveted upon him. 
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No man was ever so far advanced in tJie divine life, as not. to 
need to utter these words. In fact the holiest breathe this 
petition with tlie ma?t frequency. And if an angel should be 
sent from heaven into the midst of us, it would be ever upon 
bis lips. 

" This is a world of temptation, and it would be difficult so to 
dispose of ourselves as never to encounl«r temptation." True ; 
and manj advantages flow to the Christian from the fact that 
he h exposed to temptation. His j;raees are thus strengthened. 
His self-knowledge is increased. He relies more implicitly 
upon the word of God But the t mpter knows how to i-om 
bine circumstances and so to adapt his wiks to the sp r tu 1 
state of a nnn as ■it times to br n^ an unespecttd jnd powerful 
temptation to bear upon him \\ ith refireni* to such tempta 
tions as these the Thr stun offera up th s prayer God gives 
a man the shitld of iaith anJ (he hwjrd oi the Spirit with rt 
gard to ordin iry tempt ittons those that he is already fauiilur 
with; and give hini i sp r t if prayer with regard to others 
from whioh in answer to this priyer he delivers bim There 
is one way of dealing with present temptations and an ther 
way of deal ng with those that are future If relj n„ on our 
strength of taith we cease to be apprehensive of new and sub 
tie arrangements by which our affections may become en 
tangled, we are almost certain to sustiin damage 

If afler all it pleases God to brin,, the petitioner into temp 
tation, he is not brought into it as other incn are God mil 
indicate, in the trjin^ hour the wiy nt escape 



September 3.—" If any man Jraw baok, my 5oul sball hu-ve no pleasure 
In him."— Hebrews x. 33. 

God taketh pleasure in them that fear him, and who mani- 
fest iheir fear to displease him by constantly and carefully 
pressing forward in that good piith which he has opened up to 
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them ^\ ht. 1 I nun la pre sint, forward in the p th of Grod, 
all hta\en and earth rejoice reflecting the joj ot dud The 
Bun shines not in v^in for liim it lights him al n^, the path- 
way of holmcha The eirth is tnconraged to run oheerfuUj 
her raoe ot a thousand miles a minute 

The Bible lives with referemx to such a soul Its com- 
manda its promises ito invitations all its words are clothed 
with their proper mijesly and brin„ to hear th(, influences of 
omnipotence upon this soul But it lo sad when smh a soul 
in some evil d y bt-o""' ^ slacken its enerj,ies bidder still 
when it quite ce<iHi,B to press foiwird but oh Low melancholy 
the spettink when it actually begins to gi back The aun has 
his mis ion and he cntinue^ to shine and the earth too 
sweeps on in her orbit the time has not come for the dis- 
pleasure of Ciud to enunciate it elf , but it is none tht. kss stern 
and terrible fur its present silence 

You have come and looked upon the suffering Son of God, 
You have taken note of hia dignitj , of his humiliation ; of his 
purity; of his death , of his pirfict ability and fitness to save. 
You have looked into the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstfine ; you have beheld the tree of life in the midst of the 
paradise of God ; you have seen a Lamb in the midst of the 
throne as it had been slain; you have tasted of the manifoW 
banquet of the word of God, and have had experience of the 
powers of the world to come ; and after all, you conclude to go 
back. It appears now, that while you suffered yourself to be 
drawn to Christ, ta be drawn by the cords of the gospel &r on 
your way to him, there was all the time a forgotten cord at- 
taching you to the world. Your chains seemed to be all sev- 
ered by the mighty love of Christ ; but your former master 
spun one of these chains i« an invisible cord of immense es- 
tent, and you were not allowed to feel that there was any such 
cord until you had accomplished a large part of your journey 
to the kingdom of heaven. Your master watched his timcj 
28 
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and at length availed liimself of the hold he still had upon jciu, 
and drew you hackward. Many \Yere astonished ; for tlicj lia.d 
never perceived that verj minute and long-drawn bond. 



threat and might; tilings nhich thou knonest nut."— Jsreminb xxxiii. 3. 

Great and mighty things had heen shown unto Jeremiah. 
Great discoveries of the glory of God had been permitted him. 
He had walked with God on most intimate terms. He had 
experience of the power of God to render him as a brazen 
column in the midst of hostile Jerusalem, and to sustain him 
in his moat trying ministry. God also had shown him the 
great and mighty things of his wrath that he intended to bring 
to pass upon Judea, and upon the nations round about. Yet 
Jeremiah was not to rest satisfied. His business was to obtain 
the utmost measure of divine communication. He was now in 
the court of the prison. He is told to pray for great things. 
Another would have thought first of his own deliverance. But 
the great and mighty things which it pleased the Lord to be- 
stow and Jeremiah to receive, related to the deliverance of the 
people of God from their future captivity, and the restoration 
of God's goodness to them. 

We may learn from this, not to rest satisfied with any com- 
munications of God's grace that we have received, but to 
cherish a spirit of expectation and desire. The best evidoiiw 
that we value what we have received, is when it has enkindled 
our aspirations for what is yet beyond. For you observe that 
God requires to be asked for the great and mighty things of 
his grace, before he bestows them. And if the path of duty 
take you to the court of the prison, you may, like Jeremiah, 
find communications such as were not made in the temple even. 
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Srptkubeh 5,—" The Lord will not ciLst off forever."— Lam. iii. 31. 

1 roiii the contest the meaning la evidtnt He easts off his 
po pk trout ceitain c«peri nres of his Imo of whicU they hava 
elicwa thLiuseU ^ unworthy until they are humbled and peni- 
tent Icnciit and believing God dftsnjt arbitrarily resume 
his benefils There is e\er an ideqinte rea'^n ind if we 
seirch the records ot our eipLiience wt shall find it Wa 
slinuld very carefully not* wh it it w la in our conduct what 
rcuiisaness or slug^ishneaa or wj^wiidne'ss or worldhneaa, 
th\t eiusedthe Spirit ct (jid to etasefiini shedding abroad 
the lo\t, of (lod in our heart and when we have been re- 
Btored we fihjuld be cireful not again to ^rieve him. Happy 
are thfj to whim it is gi\en to know that they are not finally 
cist off Their contrition their humil ation their ardent 
Ion 'in_ of fcoul are the Lest tTidmces that thoy are not. 



Septf.jideb B.^" And I ivill put mj Spirit nitbin jou, and muss you 

A Bublimc espression of sovereignty; but let none tbcrefore 
say, " We must remain as we are until he puts his Spirit within 
us." For God observes a process in this as in his other 
works ; and in every step of this process he requires the co- 
operation of man. He shows an individual that he is without 
the Spirit of God; that he ia spiritually dead; excites in him 
desires after life and blessedness; shows him what he is not to 
trust in; what he is to trust In; teaches him to pray; answers 
his prayer; and excites in him faith in the Lord Jesus. Then 
only perhaps does an individual discover that he has baen in- 
fluenced throughout by the Holy Spirit. But he who refuses 
to do anything until he is sensible of the Spirit's iniuenees, 
will never do anything in the way of working out his salvation , 
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-"Thon, Lord, romaincst fiircvcr; thy throne froi 



The inshibility of many of tJie tilings with which we have 
to do in this world, only tends to make the believer appreciatfl 
the more, by contrast, the immutability of hia God. The 
Lord of all sits upon his throne, and before hiui the universe 
passes like a panorama. He is unchangeable in character as 
well as in sovereignty. As we fellow the indications of ge- 
ology into the dim chambers of what seems to be a past eter- 
nity, it is a comfort to think there was then the same God that 
we now know ; presiding over the strange processes of those 
times with the same wisdom and power that now dwell in 
him; have the same boundless love that has bceu so mairel- 
lously exhibited in our dispensation ; the very same Being in 
fact who became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ, spoke 
graciously to man and made an atonement for the sins of men. 
Too often the idea of immutability is connected in the minds 
of men with that of insensibility. But this is an error. 
There is but one immutable Being in the universe, and his 
name is LOVE. 

Clouds and darkness are around about the throne of God, so 
that men see not that throne, and remain voluntarily ignorant 
of its existence. The throni^ of this world are alone visible to 
them. To know what monarchies they stand in awe of, wo 
have only to ascertain from their conduct whose commands 
they obey, whose will they execute. We find that they are 
influenced by mandates that come not from the throne of God. 
But all these inferior thrones and dominions vanish away. 
How many have come and gone since the prophet wrote these 
words. And as the others have passed away, so those that 
now exist must disappear from earth. That government that 
has in it the elements of perfect stability, man has not suc- 
ceeded nor will succeed in devising. 

Thou, Lord, remainest forever r to whom then slial! we 
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go, but to thee ? Our immortal souls awakenod by tliy Spirit, 
find themselves in the midst of a cre'ition that crumbier ■it the 
touch and are filled with constcrmtion as thty behold thtm 
Selves cast upon the billows of a world ihit his no one element 
of immortality to which they can ally themsehes nothing akin 
to them'^lves to afford them a hopi' ot companionship m the 
diy when all beside shall hne dissohed A\e flee to thee 
Lord and find m thee a Ihoiisand times mfie than even the 
permanency of present things nould haye yielded ua 

Vi hat giies the unchanspableness of G "id such a value in 
our ejes is that we miy tike refuge m him and bi, niado iike 
unto him When we shnl! h-ne been mide perfect in lore, 
we shall be able to look from thi calm hiights of an inyiokte 
safety, upon the elenn,nts of ehange and destruction 



it of your Besh, and 



This stony heart is not what is commonly understood by a 
hard heart, an unfeeling heart. A person of a gentle tender 
yielding disposition laay yet haye what God regards as a stony 
heart A heart iuseniihle to the word of God is what is here 
spoken of The commands the promises the invitations all 
fiiil to make an impression upon one with such a heart; he 
refuses to see his sin, hn helplessness, his danger his need, the 
hoiiness, the grace the love of God The mightj and count- 
less motiies of the Bible are lost upon him He perhaps 
flatttrs himself that he has a greit deal of sensibility. Ha 
weeps at a tale of distress, and the more fictitious it is, the 
more he wcepf He perhaps is religious, in his own and others' 
estimation. Israel, of whose stony heart the tost primarily 
speaks, was exceedingly devout and imagined itself blamelcsia 
in all the ordinances of the Lord. 

In the physical system of man the heart sometimes ossifies. 
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The most fearful and also the most shameful condition Jnto 
■which a moral being can fall, the lowest depth that he can 
reach, is that in which his heart becotnes unable to distinguish 
the voice of God, Around him are ten thousand utterances; 
an angel would be ravished with the harmony ; all the day 
long in one way or in another, God speaks; hut he hears not. 
What an expanse of promise there ia in this one word / 
wiUgioeyo-a a heart of flesh You will sail over it long and 
find no iimits. All the fruit of the Spirit, ill Christian graces 
with all their manifestations, all triumphs of faith, are com- 
prehended in it. When this promise la \ erified, immediately 
the entire word of God put"* on ita appropriate power. From 
Genesis to E«veiation, everything starts into life. In giving 
ns the heart of flesh, God gives us everything that he has 
made. The heavens begin to tell ua his glory, and the firma- 
ment to show us his handiwork ; the lily addresses our faith 
and the wind whispers of the Spirit ; and we look upon all 
things aa made hy Him and for him and for us who believe in 



-"In a litllo wrath I hid mj face from thpe for a mo- 
meiit; but with evetlnaling kindneas will 1 have inetty on Ihee." — Isaiah 
liT. 8. 

If God withholds from us the tokens of his love, an ex- 
planation may almost always be found in the fact that we had 
made light of them in some way or another. God gives his 
love unto us that he may draw us by ila sweet influences to 
renounce evil and to embrace good. If we receive the es- 
pressions of his loving-kindness and manifest no corresponding 
readiness to forsake sin, then it becomes needful that we should 
take lessons in the value and Tirtue of his love, through the 
privation of it. 

There is aniaaing condescension in this language. The Lord 
88 it were apologizes to his people. It is but a little with ; I 



)y Google 



DAILY MEDITATIONS. 307 

hid my face for a moment only; I will make it Bp to you a 
Diillionfold with everlasting liindneas. 

We can imagine a certain believer replying; " Thou doesfc 
all things well ; and after what thou hast already shown of 
thy wisdom and love, thou caast well be trusted with the gov- 
ernment of thy people. Still blame me not, if I urge that 
thy wrath is something so fearful, so unendurable, that a little 
of it, even a grain of mustard seed of it, is to our feelings 
something altogether tremendous and mountainous. If thou 
pour out thy wrath upon those that know thee not, they may 
indeed pine for the loss of this and that temporal blessing, but 
the thought of thy anger gives them not a moment's unhappi- 
ness. Bat thy love is our life, nay, a thousand times more 
than life; it is that which raises life fo an infinite value; and 
the loss of it reduces life to an infinite evil. Far be it ever 
from thee, Lord, to give us tfl taste of thy unmixed wrath. 
If it be needful that we should experience a little wrath, let 
there be much love mised with it. Let us not be bereft of 
the promises. Let ua see the light shining at the extremity 
of the dark passage that we have to thread. Treat us not as 
though we were so insensible Ui thy love that a large privation 
of it could be easily borne. 

The language of the text will have a difierent meaning to 
different believers. Some have been permitted to experience 
such marvellous discoveries of the grace of God, they have 
been brought into such secrets of the divine favor, that the 
privation which seems to them utterly ii^upportable, would 
not afiect another in the least. 



Che true life of the soul is in union with God, The souls 
men are dead, because they are separatfJ from God. Each 
n walko'h apart, liveth unto himself, cleaveth to the earth; 
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he calls it solitude when his fellow-mea are not there. Thp 
word of God is life-giving. We have not to go to a distant 
planet for the bread of life. Without any movement of ours, 
it has already been introduced into this world. We have not 
to pay for the liberty to appropriate it. All the price required 
has been already paid. We have only to bear. If we hear, 
our souls shall live. If we hear not, then life and immortality 
shall never be their portion. 

Hear the word of life. All the days of your life, you have 
heard it with your outward ear, but it has never made its way 
to your inmost soul. The adversary that has such dominion 
over you has lined the passage betwixt your outward ear and 
your inmost soul with gins and traps, so that the word may 
not travel in safety. We see hundreds of chariot loads of 
precious truth go in at the portal of your ear ; but it is too 
manifest that none of it reaches the place of power in your 
mind. 

Sear ! Enter into conflict with your adversary for the pos- 
session of this truth. It is your life, therefore embrace it with 
the instinct of self-preservation. Let everything else go, in 
laying hold of this. There was a man who, after many years 
of labor, was returning from California with a number of bags 
of most fine gold. The steamer was wrecked, and finding 
himself in the water with his bags, he let them all go that he 
might seize an old plank that came floating along. He es 
caped with his life and without his bags. I am afraid that he 
never was quite reconciled to the loss of his bags. Suppose, 
however, that what seemed an old rotten plank, should turn 
out to have an inscription on it, guiding him to a treasure a 
thousand times greater than what he had east away. In that 
case he never would give another thought to what he liad re- 
linquished, unless it were a thought of self-congratulaticn that 
he bad made Euch a wonderful eschange. 
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The coTil«st sliods all the light th^it we need upon this pas- 
sage, csplaining both the nature of the diligence that we are 
to use, and the object to be obtained by it. " If je do these 
things, je shall never fall." The things are mentioned be- 
fore; "Giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and to 
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance;" &c. The 
worda " shall never fall" have an innnediuto reference to the 
words " to make sure." Let no one bring in here his theoiy 
of election to destroy the force of this passage. God has his 
elect ones; and he nccompiislics bia purposes with regard to 
them by teaching them to take heed lest they fall, and to use 
all diligence in making their calling and election sure. They 
that despise these admonitions make it certain that they are 
not elected. 

It is not to be supposed that after an individual believes on 
the Lord Jesus Christ he must wait a good while aud make 
great progress in holiness, before he can make bis calling and 
election sure. There is no reason why be should not have aa- 
suntnee of faith at the moment when he first looks to Christ 
for salvation. He that thirsting coraea to Christ and drinks, 
may with absolute confidence conclude that his name is writ- 
ten in the Lamb's book of life. But that which makes his 
calling and election sure then, will not suffice to make it sure 
in days that follow. There must be growth in grace; and 
there must be expanding evidence. The aoul must keep add- 
ing tfl its spiritual stores; must show that it has commerce 
with the skies. It can no more derive assurance from past 
experience than it can derive life fi'oia it. 

In an important sense, salvation is neither a past thing nor 
a future thing; but strictly a present thing. If Christ is my 
Saviour, then he is saving nie to-day. If he is my Shepherd, 
then he is leading nic to-day. If ho is my Lord, then he is 
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ruling me to-day. To-day he teaches me, warns me, encourages 
nie, blesses mo, intercedes for me, brin^ me to God, destroys 
the works of the dcTil. 



Septfehbur 12.—" The Lord hath comforted his people, and will hava 

Perhaps throu^fhout thi, wide domains of God there is 
hardly an J aijiht more rLmnrkabk than thxt presented by the 
Jiftie flock of believers who in this world of iniquity ind of 
misery where Sitan s stat is rtgard the Jjord as their King 
and are kipt by him through taith unto ^al^dtcon Their es- 
istence is j man el, thur peace and joy another, their tri- 
umphs another They are with lut a visible Leader and hive 
no visible Comforter; yet they pursue their wav and have an 
invincible hope. 

The Lord comforts hia people, ordinarily, not by changing 
the course of liia providence, not by crowning them with an 
outward prosperity, but by opening their heart to attend unto 
the precious declarations of his word. The Spirit is the Com- 
forter, and he is the Spirit of truth. Christ prayed that the 
eup might be taken away from him ; but afterward we hear 
him saying, " The cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it?" The Father answered his prayer by some 
inward memorial of his goodness, and the cup just now so 
dreadful is taken cheerfully and with unfaltering hand by the 
Saviour. When the soul is in some deep distress it imagines 
lliat nothing less than the removal of the very cause of the' 
distress will ever comfort it; hut God prefers to show hia 
power to sustain and bless the soul in the midst of the trying 
providence. He is glorified when the believer is delivered 
from his gloom without being delivered from that which caused 
tho gloom. This finds itself vanijuishcd when it seems to be 
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moat toiumphant; and is utterly at a loss to understand how 
ifa instrutnenis of torture should produce do longer any pain. 



September 13.— "Make thy »ay straight before my face."— Psalm v. 8. 

It is especially when a feeling haa taken possession of the 
mind that the Lord calls us to enter some new sphere to en 
gage in '=ome new labor for his f,l ry that m, lon^ for ^n ex 
phcit revelation of hi*! will It la to be feared thit too m ny 
grieve the Spirit of dod by dismissing thii coniietion of d ity 
fum their mind when there eon eth not =onie plain pr iiden 
^al notice of what the I ord would have thi,ni to do The 
Lord stiil te che by his word and the w-iy is this He shows 
us the f^reatness of the love of Christ and constrains us by 
this tjdesre to be ooi^ en<pged lor fhc „lo y of &ol Ho 
teaches us to ob=ene oir position our aptitule and i nous 
cireuuistances Hl tikes awjy fiom our mind ill li i the 
great impediment to ri^hf judgment And he giv es us a quick 
understanding to perceive the suKgestions and nionitions of 
tte Spirit He gnes us faith and a willmgness to ^o lomaid 
Without a preliminary sense of strength 



^ll=^l I not bo 

Help is needed to discharge duties that are too great for ub, 
to encounter dangers that are too severe for us, to face cnemioa 
that are loo powerful for us, to bear up under sore disappoint- 
ments, under the loss of friends, of health, of fortune, to sus- 
tain the consciousness of our deep demerit, and In fact it is 
difficult to exhaust the catalogue of the ends for which we need 
help. Yet there are very few who are visited with a sense of 
any such need as this. The reason is that men generally take 
no cognizance of their real duties, are not aware of their real 
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enemies, STOid as fur as they can the path of present danger, 
and stultify themselves witli ideas of their own goodness. The 
man tliat does not attempt to climb the Alps lias no need of a 
guide; the mariner who mystifies himself as to the conditioa 
of his ship and denies his danger, rejects the offer of help. 

We need help from God to know our helplessness. The 
greatest of all our enemies is in the royal chamber of our in- 
most being and rules us with a rod of iron, though it be bound 
about with ivy leaves. We need help from God himself to 
become aware of the true character of this enthroned enemy, 
and to see the desolations he has wrought in our heritage. 
Alas for them who know not their need of help. The triumph 
of their foe is complete. They are led captive at hia will, even 
though we see them occupying the high places of the earth, 
admired and followed by vast crowds. 

It requires but little faith, comparatively, to nse the lan- 
guage of this test when there is a very inadequate idea of the 
difficulties, dangers, impediments, Immiiiations that may be 
found in one's path. If a believer entertains the idea that 
the covenant relation in which he stands to the Lord, secures 
him against any very severe stroke, he may then use this lan- 
guage without knowing what he says. But he has a wrong 
idea. The Lord sometimes appoints unto his people tasks of a 
most formidable character, trials thiit seem studiously calcu- 
lated to grind them to powder. If there be some contingency 
that the believer deprecates with all the might of his soul, the 
mere imagination of which is utterly dreadful to him, so that 
he is ready to say, " I will cheerfully meet all other conceiva- 
ble forms of trial rather than this," it is not impossibJe that the 
Lord may see fit to single out this veiy trial for him. 

The Lord wishes his pe pi o f 1 h being allied to him, 
tliey are allied to all stren h and d fear no evil. But he 
proceeds with unspeakabl g n 1 n He gives experience 

of his power to sustain, in a oua aj He givea a sense of 
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his own love, wisdom, and faithfulness tliat prepares the heart 
tn encounter the desolatiou which it speedily dreads. And by 
the time that we come into the presence of tlic dreaded thinp;, 
faith has so far got the victory, that we wonder at ourselves 
for ever having felt such a shrinking from a trial so easily 
borne. Then is the Lord glorifled- 



" That put their trust in thee." Among aJl the people on 
the face of the earth, these are the only odcs that property 
speaking have anything to do with joy. 

Jn tlux — in the God of the Bible— the God of whom Moses 
wrote, whom David feared, whom Elijah served, whom Isaiah 
saw in the tempJe, whose angel succored Daniel, who was ma- 
nifest in Christ, and who for Christ's sake gave the Spirit to 
the apostles and givcth it unto us. Some believe that they 
can improve npon the character of God in the Bible. They 
discover here a blemish, there another. They pity those who 
insist upon looking to God just as he is revealed in his word. 
Yet they call themselves Christians, and imagine that they are 
trusting in God. But they who do not implicitly trust his 
word cannot he said to trust in Him, 

Thai put ilimr truH in thee. They trust not in uncertain 
riches, for happiness and security against the possible ills of 
time, but in God. They show the trust they put in God, by 
during to be singular, to be onconformed to the ways of the 
world, and boldly setting aside the decretals of society where 
these tend to hinder the fullest eshibition of pure religion. 
They trust in the I^ord Jesus Christ for rigliteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and complete redemption. They believe that every di- 
vine conmiiindnient is good, is the expression of wisdom and 
love, and they view disobedience as a fall from faith. Thev 
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evince tlieir faith in Goil, by surrendering themselves to the 
direction of the Spirit of God, to be f;uided by liim in all 
things and in all times. A life of perfect liiith would be a lite 
of perfect obedience. There is faith, however, before there is 
perfect faith. The first lispings of faith are agreeable to God. 
There is the promise of eventual perfection in them. 

Let these rejoice. For by faith they have access to a do- 
main that is altogether enchanting and aoul-satisfying. The 
romisfts of God are theirs, and winged by these they escape 
from the dark and frowning things of earth, to scenes that are 
radiant with all that is beautiful and heavenly. Other men 
are chained to earth ; these sit in heavenly places. Other men 
arc chained to the present; these expatiate in a veritable fu- 
ture, not illusory. Other men are chained to men ; these walk 
with God. 



le Lurd am thy Saviour an^ tiij Redeemer."— 



What an inconceivable length and breadth, depth and height 
has every such declaration as this ! The ■whole life-journey 
of the Christian ia a journey into the treasures that lie heaped 
up in this sentence. In it, in fact, are all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. After a month of some peculiar es- 
perienee, let the believer come and !ook into this verse, and 
ho will find what he never found beibre. In the avenue com- 
manded by this verse, no two Christians are at exactly the 
same place ; no two have gathered from it exactly the same 
amount of blessing. 

When the repentant sinner looks upon the cross of Jesus 
Christ, he takes hold of the great, surprising truth, that the 
Lord of the universe has entered into a specific covenant for 
his redemption. He has found a friend, one pledged to go all 
lengths in the matter of his deliverance from danger, sin and 
sorrow, and looking upon the face of this friend sees it resplen- 
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dent with an uncreated glory. His Saviour is seen by him to 
be no less a being than God. But his conceptions of God are 
yet esceedingly imperfect. iJaily he meditates in the word; 
follows the Lord Jesus through all the scenes of his earthly 
ministry; avails himself of all the apostolic expositions; fit- 
miliarizes himself with the visions of Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel 
and Jolm. The character of God unfolds itself wonderfully 
tc his view; and as it d'>es so, the words "I the Lord am thy 
Saviour and thy Redeemer" undergo many transfigurations, 
pass from one glory to another. The whole universe waits 
upon this little text, for all the hosts of heaven esist to make 
known Him whose relation to the sinner is set forth in this 
passage. 

There are innumerable sorrows of life that cannot but take 
to flight when faith waves this sentence over thern. Why art 
thou cast down, my brother ? Hast thou found reason to be- 
lieve that this Saviour and Redeemer is not so great a person 
as was once supposed ; and that you have commitled your des- 
tinies to a person who is very little more capable than yourself 
of bringing you to bliss and purity and glory? Your look 
seems to intimate that you have made such a discovery. If 
you really believe that He who has taken upon him to conduct 
you to paradise is a being of absolul« power, infinite authority, 
matchless wisdom, unfailing faithfulness, and inexhaustible 
mercy, why art thou cast down ? In the presence of his in- 
finite perfection, lift up your petty ills and see what they look 
like. 



li. 12. 

Your affliction is very great ; but there is a corresponding 
greatness in your comforter. I that died on Calvary, that have 
all power in heaven and in e&.-th, who am from everlasting lo 
everlasting, I am he that comforteth you. I looked upon your 
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Borrow long before jou came into existence, and on every page 
of my word that I caused to be written, I introduced some 
word of comfort with reference to jou. Turn over the leaves 
of Scripture and see how much I have been occupied about 
JOU in daj-s of jore. With all wisdom and kindness I sought 
out such expressions ae were calculated to dissipate jour grief. 
In due time I became incarnate, and everj loving thing that I 
did, I commanded that the news of it should be conveyed to 
JOU. I showed my pierced haiids and feet to iiij disciples and 
instructed them to tell the gospel of my grace to you. I have 
comforted thousands and tens of thousands whose misery was 
quite as invincible perhaps as tliino. Shall I at last fail with 
thee? Must I experienco a new humiliation? Must it he at 
length proclaimed that thou hast lost something of superior 
value to what I can bestow, of greater worth than myself? 

There is one disadvantage, as it seems to men, connected with 
these offices of mine, I can only comfort by means of the 
truth. I have no illusions to offer. The world with its illu- 
sions finds no difficulty in banishing this and that sorrow. But 
it banishes them to an isle whither the individual himself must 
Boon come and find them stronger a thousand-fold than when 
they left him. My solace is for to-day, to-morrow and forever. 
This thou hast, that thoH art not willing to take refuge from 
thy sorrow in the world's illusions. Thou hast summoned mo 
and I am come. My name is Love. If there be excellence 
anywhere in the universe, it has been bestowed by me. All 
the glory and beauty and joy of the u 
thousand times more. 



-"Is Eplirn 
I spake against him, 



Written according to the analogy of the English language, 
his would be, " Is not Ephraim my dear son ? Is he not a 
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pleasant child ?" The sins of the ten tribes, represented by 
Ephraim, had required of the Lord to withhold from them the 
espressions of his kindness, and to give them into the hands of 
their enemies that tKej might have a taste of the great differ- 
ence between the service of an earthly master and that of 
their heavenly master. But as a king whose son has trans- 
gressed the laws of the land, and whom it has been found 
necessary to send into esile, is still remembered as a son, and 
will be recalled as soon as justice allows, to his father's pres- 
ence, so God yearned over those whom he had been constrained 
to banish for a season from hia presence. 

Believers are the sons of God in the midst of a perverse 
generation. When they forget their high descent and live as 
men that are yet in their sins, they bring a cloud over their 
e through which the rays of the divine love faintly 
But when some sense of the bitterness of their 
situation has taken hold upon them, and longings for commu- 
nion with God are intermingled with fears lest they have for- 
feited all hope of restoration, then they may hear the marvel- 
lous espressions of our text. I'atcrnity is a bond not easily 
Droken. What God liuth wrought in you in former days, 
though it be much of it fallen into unsightliness and ruin, is 
vet a memorial of his grace that may be viewed as having an 
ittraction for Him. Yes, if you will give God an opportunity 
•it glorifying his Son by means of you, if Christ may yet be 
honored through you, tJiere is no reason why you should doubt 
that God will take pleasure in you, and regard you 



19.— "All the ends of the encth xhall B< 



These words are remarkable as being the utterance of a 
Hebrew prophet, in days when Gentiles were viewed as cast- 
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aways. What Christ long afterwards comic .iiidcc! is here 
prophesied. We now behold the beginning of the fulfilment. 
The ends of the earth arc becoming in some sense acquainted 
with the wonderful ransom paid for sinners by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The universal preaching of the Gospel brings out first and 
foremost the great truth of the universalitj of man's apostasy 
and of his inherent opposition to the divine plan of salvation. 
The Gospel triumphs nowhere without a stru^le, without a 
conflict It has to endure the contradiction of sinners. But 
the salvation of Gud is seen in every country when men and 
women of that country embrace the truth as it is in Jesus. 
But it seems to the benighted people perdition, not salvation; 
and its proclaimers are counted destroyers, not benefactors. 
But there is power— «nd it is, iu alliance with the Gospel, to 
he revealed from heaven in due time, — to convince all these 
ungodly men of their ungodly deeds, and make them sensible 
of their absolute need of just such a salvation as that which 
Christ ofiers 

Christ shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied. 
He shall see that for which his soul travailed in such inde- 
scribable anguish in the garden of Gcthsemane; the joy that 
was set before him he shall experience, when his people shall 
be one in him, even as he is one with the Father; when the 
New Jerusalem shall come down from God out of heaven, and 
kings shall bring their honor and their glory into it; when hia 
bride shall have been presented before the throne of his Pathev'a 
glory, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. lie shall 
see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied, when all his 
people hai e seen of the tra"ail of their souls and are satisfied. 
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CErTRMBER 20. — " BoGuitse thou aayc?^, I am rioh, an-1 increased nith 
goods, aud liavc ncGil of nothing ; and knoivest not that Ihou art wretched 
and uiisatihli; and poor and blind and naked."— Revelation iii. IJ. 

Take away the sense of need, and blessings are bestowed in 
vain. They are no longer blessings. Food is of no avail tti a 
man whose appetif* is satisfied. Blessed are tliej that hunger 
and thirst alter righteousness ; tliey shall be filled, but not ia 
any sense that shall leave them unacquainted with need. They 
shall never hunger, as those who have not the means of satis- 
fying their hunger ; but only as those who have much goods 
laid up for everlasting days in Christ. The spring of our 
happiness is not in ourselves, but in Christ, and so it shall ever 
be ; and the spiritual life thit flows to iia from him meets and 
must e^er meet, a desire in us Desire is not banished from 
heaven, it walks hand in hind with sati&fattion The brinih 
receives from (he vine what the branch needs Pesire brings 
us to the throne of grace and desire keeps us there 

A Christian without a sense of need, what an unhappy 
spectacle ' The Lioditean church had need nt nothing 'W'ja 
it thit their cup w is running over through the unmeasured 
outpounng of the Holy Spirit '' W is (he lo\ e of God so shed 
abroad in their hearts that they had no room for more ? Not 
so. Could you satisfy the persona! need of the true follower 
of Christ, he would inimediatoly annex the need of his neigh- 
bor; and while there remained a single discoverable need in 
all the world, he would refuse to know himself unneeding. 

The abundance of grace bestowed upon the Christian, has 
not the tendency to destroy his sense of need. Unto him that 
hath shall be given, and he shall have more abundance, more 
and more ; for the Spirit of God so gives as to make us value 
his gifts and desire what he has jet to bestow. The sense of 
fulness accompanies very low degrees of attainment. If de- 
sire goes to sleep, it is because we loiter so much in the path 
of life, or turn aside to bypaths. 
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'fl'^orldly prosperity has ever been agreatsn.i;e to tlioChnrch. 
Account for it as we may, desire for spiritual blessings b very 
mucli overborne by tbe acquisilion of worldly wealth. A 
Christiau community has some advantages over others, in the 
pursuit uf wealth. Their personal espenditure is limited, in 
some dcyireo at least, by their professed principles. They are 
t]ie followers of one who made himself poor. They are in- 
dustrious, provident, economical, self-subduing, guarded and 
tbooghtful. They gradually become wealthy. Their wealth 
they look upon as the expression of God's favor. Pride, sclf- 
confldencc, worldliness, are pretty sure to follow. Where your 
treasure is there will your heart be also. The place in their 
regard occupied by their earthly riehes, interferes decidedly 
with the absorbing attractions that should belong to the things 
which pertain to life and godliness. Were there grace enough 
to maintain unbroken the consecration of our all to Christ, 
then tbe flowing in of worldly substance would not be harmful ; 
it would be understood that Christ is just availiug himself of 
onr stewardship to pour abroad upon a needy world, not merely 
spiritual but temporal goods. Hut too eomraonly, this conse- 
cration fails, when the amount of what is to be consecrated, 
increases. As there never was a time, probably, when Chris- 
tians had so large a share of the gold and silver of this world, 
as they now have, we may well believe that the admonitions 
contained in this epistle to the Laodiceans, deserve to be seri- 
ously pondered at this day, and zealously acted upon. 



Septehbeh 21 .— " IIo will not olirajs ohiJo, neither will he keep hl< 

The believer walks as seeing him who is invisible, and re- 
ceives everything from the hand of his heavenly Father. He 
does not overlook the part that he himself may have had in 
bringing ab)ut a calamity; nor the part that bis fellow-men 
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may have liad in it; nor the agency of evil fpirifs; nor the 
laws of nature, if so you choose to eall thcni ; but after notic- 
ing these causes hia soul looks away to the Great Cause, to 
Him who sittcch upon the throne of the universe and is not 
unmindful of a fluttering sparrow. 

God has not given a. constitution to the universe that limits 
in the least hia power to deal, at any and eveij moment, with 
each individual soul in the way that his blessed impulses may 
Busiest. How lamentably defective, how strangely erring are 
those philosophies that imagine that the Almighty has tied np 
hia own hands, and only loosens them at some great intervals 
to give the machinery of creation a new activity. Men in gen- 
e of God as without present liberty to do anything 
; with far less faculty of spontaneous action 
than they themselves possess. They may like or dislike, give 
or withhold, but God must let the course of nature flow un- 
brokenly on. But the Christian is not thus without God in 
the world. Not only are all things of him, but all things are 
through him and to him. He is not only at the beginning 
and end of time, but present with all his works throughout 
the entire course of time. 

The Christian knows that there is a relation connecting him 
and God, and he sees and knows all things in this relation. 
You might suppose, perhaps, that in the day of his affliction 
it would be an aggravation of his grief to recognize God as the 
author of it ; but I assure you that he is not at all willing to 
exchange this conviction for the notion that his affliction came 
undesigned. " Let me rather," he says, " feel that God is 
chiding me, than that God is without care for me. Woe is 
me, if I am cast adrift upon the ocean of circumstances. I 
would not desire a heaven that circumstances could give me. 
The light and glory of this universe is gone, the dignity of ex- 
istence is destroyed, the attraction of the Future is no more, 
when it becomes doubtful that God is in immediate relation 
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with every one of his creatures. I know that He is mine and 
that I am His; and when He chides I accept it as j, gritioua 
token of his intere^it m me and n ]oice to think thit it will 
Boon be succeeded bj tokens of a hei^enlier kiiid If he 
chide, it b hut for <i small moment the smallest po<isihIe mo- 
ment that the neei,s'*ities of mj nature wiH admit of 



aouls."— 1 PcK 

Drawing nigh to Peter, many years after the s 
his Lord, we find him reading; and looking over his shoulder, 
Bee that he is occupied with our own good Isaiali. and that his 
attention is directed to what we de*iigml« as the filty third 
chapter and siith ver e All we like •sheep have g ne 
astray." And whm he takts up I is pen to write to the 
churches how readily and naturallj d the words glide fi jm 
him ; " Ye were aa sheep going astray ^ e n td n it sup 
pose that Peter wr tiiip, this wis unmindful of the sad fiets 
of his own earlj history when he went astray denjin^, the 
Lord that w is ah ut lo hy down his life for him 

The knowledge that the Christian has of the natures of men 
is not so much insight as esperience. Men resent the descrip- 
tion he gives of the heart of man ; but they should consider 
that lie is relating what he has seen in his own heart, being 
taught of God that heart answereth to heart. He is no mis- 
anthropist, expressing his disgust at the treatment he has re- 
ceived from man, but a philanthropist, telling the result of 
certain experiments to which his own heart has been sub- 
jected. 

Men desire independence. They wish to be let alone. 
They prefer to choose their own paths They scorn the sug- 
gestion that a sliopherd is ncecRsary to them. Yet there ia 
; evcrj pansing hour to show them their 
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need of a superior being to guide them ; one who can see the 
end fioni the bpgmniiig; who knows the qualities and tenden- 
cies of all things, who looks upon dangers and losses before 
they irihc ind mikes provision for them; who can tear in 
piLcea the lion and the hear; can furnish a shelter from the 
btoim a shadow from the heat. At every moment evil in some 
form starts up, sajing, " You are my prey ; you are wandering 
in this world without God; you have not this mark upon your 
forehead." Nevertheleaa, men insist upon running the gaunt- 
let of all the ilk that line the pathway of life, until, all hacked 
to pieces, tlicy sink into their final place of unrest and misery, 
Happy are they, alas how few, who perceive the forlorniiess of 
a life without God, and allow themselves to be found of the 
good Shepherd and brought bu,ck to his little flock and to its 
glorious destinies ! 



Who IS tl 13 thatstmds m the midst ot an issembhge of 
mortiN and makes proclamation in a loud and iLirlcRS voico 
that if any man not merely in that assembly but throughout 
the whole woild desire hapyiness he should drtw neir and 
obtain what hedi,&irf,s' Who is this that offtrs to heal all 
humin woes and uconiplish m behilf uf the entiie human fa 
mily delnerancL frjm the curse' That speiks of himself as 
a fountiin of the wjtcr of lite springing up in the ccntic of 
the earth and sending firth abundant streams to blcB all na 
tions tribes and tjn'ues? That not merely undertikes the 
blithest funetiona of deity but re\ea]s the deitj as present in 
the \ery mid'-'t of the family of man, bringing to the dicra and 
hearts of men the most distinctive gifts of heaven ? He that 
speaks must be either a madman or God manifest in the flesh. 

Draw nigh to him and behold. He opens the eyes of tho 
blind: but that is little. He heals all diseases; that too is 
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little. He ratscH tlio dead ; even that is little. It is one thing 
to recall men (roni the grave; another thing to fill their souls 
with imperishable joy. Behold him then on the cross. Ho 
cries out, "I thirst." All the billows of the wrath of God 
pass over him. You ask, " How can this sufferer heal the 
woes of men ? This thirstcr quench the thirst of the world ?" 
Understand that those billows are of the wrath of God not 
against him, but against you and your fellow-sinners ; and that 
he emerges from this deep baptism of anguish with a charter 
of life for all that shall believe upon him. 

In the vanity fair of this world you see over many a shop a 
scroll bearing the words, " If any man thirst let him come 
hither and drink." The servants of Satan exhibit a thousand 
blandishments. What Christ alone can do, a thousand illusions 
of life profess to do. All that they can do is really to destroy 
the souls thut trust in tliem. 

The question for you is Do you thirst? Have you desires 
ungratified' Aspirations after a higher, nobler existence; 
after puntj, heavenly wisdom, love, usefulness, communion 
with the blessed, imniort ihtj and glory ? Come then to the 
meek and lovely one to him wliose hand and feet were pierced. 
His word is nigh thee. Embmce it with thy heart, then shalt 
thou find him in thy hcait; and in finding him, thou findcst 
happiness and a crown of life. 



great eliaJl be t 

They that are Christ's are Abraham's seed, and we are 
among the posterity whose privileges are here foreshadowed. 
The people of God are those that are taught of God, and they 
that are taught of God, have great peace. The throne of God 
is the seat of a great teacher. The course of nature is a course 
of instruction. The universe is one vast school. God writes 
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lessons for men on the firmament, on the sea, on the sands, on 
the mouiitiiins, on the forests; yea on every leaf. We tread 
on problems; tasks are set ua in the air we breathe. If we 
shut np all our senses and bury ourselves in the reeesses of 
our being, even there some question shall address us, some 
lesson shall meet us. But sin makes men insensible to all this. 
The firaidoient may declare the glory of God ■ but they will 
heat so mneh of the declarat n aa tl ej ! fat nd no in re 
Their minds are dru^ed with s n so that the nstruct ons ot 
creation and of providence are 1 st p n tl en llej dre 
without God in a world where ev rjth ng pro a n s h s pres 
encc, his perfections and his glory 

But some are taught of the Lord They re taught con 
cerning their own ignorance, tl c r s fu! e s the r dan^ r 
They are shown their need of fcometh ng that S not nitu e 
even an Almighty Saviour, an All w se Sa et ficr Th y are 
taught to behold all excellence d ( )ir st a d to epose all con 
fidence in him. They bring all the r kno vledge to Ood— ill 
that they have been colleeting since childhood — that he may 
look it over and cast away what he will. They want no opin- 
ions but the opinions of God; no wisdom but that which is 
from above. 

Wonderful is the mystery of life. Creatures of clay, we 
are as gods io our liberty of choice, in our conscious freedom, 
and as devils in the abuse of that freedom. All the esperi- 
ments carried on for the last six thousand years show that there 
is something fearfully amiss. One man asea his freedom in 
one way, another in another way; a thousand men in a thou- 
sand different ways; but it is manifest with respect to all, that 
they none of them hit upon a right theory and practice of 
life. They are perpetually coming in conflict with the ma- 
chinery of the universe, getting entangled and bruised in the 
wheels of God's providence, and passing merelj" from one 
phase of confusion to another. " Why are we endowed with 



)y Google 



this liberty," say they, " hu h v, n y so Why are 

we made voluntary beiosa bu ha maj m j out our vo- 

litions ? We ate permit d a as Ik 1 j is it not 
good to do so ?" 

Here is their mistake, their great and fital mistake Their 
liberty is given them in order that they may freely do the will 
of God. It would be derogatory to the character of fiod to 
make his intelligent creatures serve him by compulsion by ir- 
resistible force. He disdains to be si.rved otherwise than by 
choice and love. But the universe is so instituted that it is 
impossible for men to find true peace or solid advantage while 
they follow their own capricious wills. Everything repulses 
man, lacerates him, torments him. The wonder is that he is 
so slow to discover what is the true use to be made of his li- 
berty. When at length he delights himself in the Lord, then 
does the Lord grant him the desires of his heart. When he 
chooses to do God's will, then he beeomes as God in several 
moat surprising respects. Apart from God, a worm; united to 
God, he is a temple of God, a throne of God. 



Septembek 25.— "To us belongeth eonfuaion of fase, because we tave 
sinned againat thee."— Daniel ix. S. 

A great many of our confessions of sin fall trippingly from 
the tongue, as though the commission and the acknowledgment 
were all a mere matter of course. How little of self-reproach 
there seems to be in it all ! How little shame, how little confu- 
sion of face I A public exposure — the attention of men drawn 
to one of the least of these sins — would fill us with unspeak- 
able shame. Is God then nobody in comparison with man ? 
Because God has forgiven us so readily, are we to make light 
of the sins committed against him ? But in order that God 
might forgive us the least of all these sins, it was necessai'y 
that Christ should endure the contradiction of sinners, pass 
through the agony of Gethsemnne, and die upon the cross. 
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Cliristlans sometiniea say, " Of what avail is it fo be study- 
ing our committed sins ? Rather let us exercise faith." 
Paith is everything indeed ■ but iiiith will never attain its pro- 
per proportions whore there is no just idea of what it is that 
God lias forgiven us. How can we rightly know the goodness 
of God, if we do not know the greatness of sin ? In fact this 
is one of the exercises of fidth, one of her most distinctive and 
honorable triumphs; the perception, namely, of what sin really 
is. Some Christians imagine that thoy will lose their peace in 
this way. Let thorn lose it, and get a bettor one. Do they 
not know that the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of truth, and that 
he is given to guide us info all truth, that relating to ourselves 
and that relating to God ? Contrition and faith are not ene- 
mies; contrition and love, contrition ajid joy; all these in fact 
belong togetlier. 



September 26. — "Rpjoicp, Inasmueli as ye mo psrlakera of Chriat'a 
(Dff«ring8."-1 Peter I.. 13. 

Had Peter done as he promised to do, and followed Christ 
from Gethsemane, content to be bound with him, mocked with 
him, scourged with him, condemned with him, and crucified 
with him, what an incomparably exalted place would he have 
had in our regard. Nothing but his own treacherous heart 
hindered him from occupying this worthiest and sublimest of 
places occupied by mere finite men. However, as his I^ird 
generously foretold, he followed him afterwards. He met the 
same hostility, the same bitterness and cruelty; and we read 
in the Acts that he rejoiced in being counted worthy to suffer 
for the name of the Lord Jesus. Oh ! that we might have 
faith in the day of reproach and injury encountered tn Christ's 
service, to perceive him, even the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, at our side, dividing with us the indignities that are 
heaped upon us. Who would not call that a, light affliction ? 
Who would not rejoice f 
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SiiFTEUBER 27.— "I shall be satisfied when I aivake nlth thy like, 
ness." — Psalm xvii. IS. 

Christ prayed for hia people that they might he with him 
where he was (" where I am") and behold his glory. Christ 
is formed in us, the hope of glory; glorious now as revealed 
by faith, so that we rejoice with joy uiispeakuble and full of 
glory; but immeasurably more glorious upon the throne of the 
heavenly majesty, entrancing the universe with the image of 
the invisible God. 

I shall be satisfied: !et a man look into his heart and see 
how much is comprehended iu this. He imagines almost that 
his heart is a bottomless abyss, and that Ood might empty into 
it all his treasures and fail to fill it. But his cup shall run 
over. He shall be satisfied. And throughout a never-ending 
eternity he shall never more be cursed with unsatisfied desires. 



Ivii, 18. 

The greater part of mankind pass through the earthly stage 
of their existence without anything that ean appropriately be 
termed the knowledge of God. To others, however, it is given 
in some most solemn moment to find themselves suddenly in 
the presence of God and to be overwhelmed with the percep- 
tion of his holiness, power, sovereignty, and omniscience. The 
scales fall from their eyes, and they behold that sublimo and 
offended Majesty in whose august presence they, in willing 
unconsciousness, have been for many a long year committing 
their abominable transgressions. Then they cKclaim with 
amazement and profoundest humiliation; " Thou hast searched 
mo and known me; thou art acquainted with all my ways." 
The relations of that hour are very partial, very imperfect; 
were they otherwise it would be impossible to sustain them. 
Man has he'Kime so naturalized in the domain of falsehood, 
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that to atrip him at once of ali his felsehood would be to rend 
his body and soul asunder and consign the immortal part of 
him to everlasting despair. There is reason to believe that 
Bueh a day will dawn for the world at large; a day when the 
IiOrd shall be revealed in his glory, and every eye shall see 
him ; and multitudes ahal! call upon the moantains to fall 
upon them and hide them from the face of him that sitteth 
upon the throne. But now we have as it were only adumbra- 
tions of the judgment that is to come. 

Is there not something very humiliating and condemning in 
the thought that you are so bound up in falsehood, it has be- 
come such a part of your life, that it is necessary to proceed 
with great caution in removing from you the many folds of 
it? — Yet even the partial revelations of that hour when God 
enabled you to perceive him present in his holiness and majesty, 
filled your soul with terror, and you could not at all compre- 
hend how peace and joy could ever consist with the discoveries 
then made. But perhaps this reflection then arose in your 
mind : that if God bad intended you to have experience of 
his wrath alone, he would probably have still deferred the hour 
of manifestation, until you had passed the bourne of hope, 
the bourne of life. 

" I have seen his ways, saith the Lord," and what terrible 
Bentence may we not look for, as a sequence to this announce- 
ment ? But lo, the most gracious of al! words issue from hia 
lipe : " I will heal him." The knowledge which God has of 
our uorruption and deep depravity, soon becomes to us a ground 
of confidence; he knows what we need; perfectly aware of 
what we are, he has undertaken to restore us, and he will cei^ 
tainly accomplish what be has taken in band. 

28 • 
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the way of his he»rt." — Isaiah Ivii. 17. 

Gfld is lo¥0 ; and we were called into being that in our 
measure we might manifest forth, this truth, by loving one 
another. But we are an apostate race; and each one, so far 
from seeking to be the servant of all, is bent upon serving 
himself of all. Men are consecrated first and foremost to the 
augmentation of their own gains. Ordinarily they understand 
by conetausnesi some extraordinary development of the passion 
But the question is not, what definition of it 19 
man's code, but what in God's code? Now, God 
!S as covetousness all desire for gain that checks the 
■e of faith in God and love to man ; that is selfish in 
origin and in tendency; that ia hostile to a spirit of humble 
contentment; that is inconsistent with perfect peace. 

This age is intensely selfish, and yet finds it very difficult to 

become sensible of its selfishness. There are so many noblo 

enterprises afoot; so many asylums huilt; so many colleges 
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good and pe ect gift B p be not to malevolence or 
envy, if I sn^rest that the ago is simply giving of its abun- 
dance. With the one hand it gives \ts thousand, but with the 
other it grasps its tens of thousands. There is a spirit of 
profound calculation that has too much to do with these gifts. 
Almost all these noble benefactions have had their origin with 
die Church; but how few members of the Church give even 
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tithes of all that they possess. Men think themselves benev- 
olent because they look at what they give ; God thinks them 
covetous, because he sees what they withhold. 

The question is : How does God deal with his people when 
they become covetous ? You will say, He chastises them and 
makes tbcm poor in spirit. Nay, this is not his way. Were 
it such, then would his people wait for his providential correc- 
tion and believe themselves justified in pressing forward in that 
evil path, until he should meet them. With an infinitely pro- 
founder wisdom God deals with them. He chastises ihem in- 
deed, hut it is by withdrawing himself. And they perceive it 
aot. And now does their position become most dangerous. 
For being freed from many remonstrances addressed them by 
the Holy Spirit, they precipitate themselves faster and still 
faster along their chosen career. They become more and more 
worldly, more and more hardened. What shall hinder them 
from crossing that path beyond which the Spirit of God will 
never seek them ? 

What we need then ta learn is this : To be on our guard 
against the earliest developments of this passion, and to hearken 
diligently to the reproof of the Spirit of God while his voice 
is yet distinctly audible : for let the evil inclination get hut a, 
little more strength and we shall make shipwreck of our faith. 



The wicked are sometimes seen flourishing as a green bay- 
tree. Their cup of worldly prosperity runneth over. To the 
spectator their days appear to flow by in pleasantness and peace. 
They conform to the world's code of morals, and their praises 
are on the tongues of all. They fare sumptuously every day 
and fancy thdt they are to sit down at the banquet of everlast- 
ing life. Peace and prosperity are within their gates, if we 
may believe appearances. But wo prefer to believe God. He 
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knoweth all hearts. He knows what is worthy to be called 
peace. 

That certainly is not worthy to be called peace, whicTi cannot 
endure to face all truth. Tou look down deep intfl the heart 
of the splendid sinner with whom all seems to go serenely, and 
you see a stone sealed with many seals. You aak, what is un- 
derneath that stone ? Hist ! breathe no such unwelcome in- 
terrogations as this. There is a mystery about that stone and 
all inquiry is disallowed, all mention of it forbidden. You are 
waved disdainfully away from those mysterious penetralia. 
There is One however who knoweth well the secrets of all 
hearts, and who ia willing to make known to you the mystery 
of that stone and the chamber underneath. Hearken ! Be- 
neath that stone are buried many things, implacably hostile to 
the peace of that man. The law of his being is such that it 
is not possible to extrude them from the miad, to bury them 
in the depths of the sea; wherefore, as the only alternative 
they are buried in the depths of his own mind. There are 
the suppressed memories of innumerable sins, the blotted rec- 
ords of many experiences, the disregarded warnings of con- 
science. There, in that chamber are many forgotten passages 
of Scripture, once heard, once for a moment or more revolved 
i» the mind; many words of Christ and his apostles. Many 
fragments of sermons and counsels of pious friends are there. 
Vows, prayera even are there. Nay, there are thunders there 
thunders of God's providence. Truth in her most tremendou 
forms is there. There these all are buried, but not forever. 
There ia to be a resurrection, a terrible retribution. The man 
baa made for himself a hell within himself, and has covered it 
over with a stone and bound down the stone with a few frail 
bauds, and he calls this peace. 
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October 1. — " Tho Lord shall be thine evcrlnsting light, and Ihe days 
of thj mourning diall bo ended."— Isaiah li. 21). 

Indicated in the last verse of the preceding chapter, these 
glorious prospects are displayed before God's spiritual Israel. 
They that reject Christ reject all the good forespoken by the 
prophets, and the wrath of God abidcth upon them. All 
tilings belong to them who belong to Christ. Christians are 
taught to eonteiuplate not merely their own indiTidual blessed- 
ness and perfection ; but the unspeakable blessedness and un- 
conceived glory of that condition upon which the whole Church 
of the living God shall, as the bride of the Lord Jesus, as the 
New Jerusalem come down from heaven, one day enter. They 
are now the light of the world; the Lord shall be their ever- 
lasting light. There shall be no night there. And this mar- 
vellous condition of things is immediately to succeed just sucb 
a condition of things aa that which now esista, when darkness 
covers the earth, and gross daikness the people. 

The Lord shall be thiiie everJusting light. He who by faith 
embraces the Christ of the gospel, who kisses the Son in tlic 
day of his humiliation when his visage js marred more than 
any man's, shall then be enraptured bj the sun-eclipsing glory 
that shall burst from the countenance of Christ the King of 
kings, Lord of lords, his Christ, forever his, with all bis glory 
hia. 



OcTOBEn 3.— "Let us draw near with a true hosrt."— Uabrews i. 22. 

Seek to sound the depths of the meaning of this word, drai» 
near. Examine the supplications of a thousand suppliants, and 
they will show these suppliants scattered at a thousand differ- 
ent distances from God, but almost all at a great distance, and 
out of the whole perhaps only one cloii: to the throne of 

There is much to hinder this drawing near. There is the 
inherited habit of unbelieving prayer. The supineuess of the 
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Boul. Worldly care. Worldly joy. In.ipprcciatioii of the 
possible blessing. Fear of discovering some unheeded respon- 
eibilities. Want of realization of God's personality. And a 
multitude of others. 

Tliere are to be combats all along the road. It is here we 
must fight the good fight of faith. It is a noble victory when 
we get near to God; for it is a pledge of all other victories, 

OCTOBBB 3.—" H« only is mj rook."— Psalm Isii. 2. 

0, happy Psalmist, who canst use this language ? Not only 
is God thy rock ; he is thine only rock. On him dost thou 
build thy confidence. He is thy only refuge, thy only safe- 
How grievously do they insult God who rely in part upon 
him, in part on something else; and who with the utmost em- 
phasis of their souls deprecate being left alone with God, shut 
up to him alone. They would fain eke out the insufficiency 
of their wealth by his riches of mercy; the inadequacy of 
their wisdom, by his treasures of wisdom; the imperfections 
of their strength, by his power; their defective title t<i heaven, 
by his readiness to save. The grace of the gospel they accept 
as supplemental tfl their own goodness. Sometimes it happens 
to such to he stripped of all their wealth, their wisdom, their 
goodness; and lo! to the surprise of their Christian friends, 
they are found to be the prey of an intense despair. Then is 
it seen how very slight and contemptible a part they had as- 
signed to God in the matter of their salvation. Tliey are un- 
utterably wretched, because God alone is left them. j 
Happy are they who begin by recognizing God as their only" 
rock. This rock is soon found to be marvellous in its proper- 
ties. Beneath the footsteps of faith, springs of joy, peace, 
wisdom, hope, love start up, creating first an oasis, then a pa- 
radise; walls of every precious stene rise and enclose itj angels 
encamp around about it. 
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That cal! upon him not because they think it a decorous 
thing, not as an act of homage merely, hut because they need 
what he alone can give, and belieie that he will give it to 
them, if they ask wisely and in faith 

They call upon him in truth who nnke nothing of them- 
Belves, everything of Christ. They call upon him in truth, 
who overlook none of his attributes, but ^ lew him as his word 
reveals him. " If ye abide in me and my words abide in you, 
yc shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." 

We bring God nigh to us by banishing falsehood from us, 
by making room for the truth in our hearts. "If any man 
love me he will keep my words; and my Father will love him, 
and will come unto him and make his abode with him." 



This promise was addressed in the first instance to Joshua ; 
not because he was Joshua, but because he was a believer; 
nd it is valid for every believer. 

The believer is to he content with such things as he has. 
"Behold Lazarus at the gate of the rich man, his body full of 
eores, without food, shelter, friends. Is he to be content with 
such things as he has ? He has nothing." Yes, he has some- 
thing. Let lis try to take an inventory of it. He has a 
Father in heaven, upon the throne of thrones, possessing all 
wealth and exercising all power; forgetting him never and 
making all the vicissitudes and severities of life conduce to 
his ultimate unspeakable good. He has a Saviour in heaven ; 
one that died for him and washed him from his sins in his own 
blood; his rightooua Advocate ever interceding for him. lie 
has a Holy Spirit who has taken up his abode in that polluted 
heart to make it angelic, spotless and perfect. The angels of 
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heaven are his friends; they celebrated the day of his con- 
version with songs of transport; they hold his crippled limbs 
BO that he does not full ; and they arc waiting to convoy him 
to paradise. All the saints in the light of heaven wait for 
him that they may know him and love him. Ho has promises 
more in number than it is possible to count, and each bo pre- 
cious that all the money in the world could not buy it. He 
has an inheritance ten thousand times more magnificent than 
the boasted patrimonies of earth. Everlasting life is his. 
His diseased body shall be fashioned like unto Christ'^ glori- 
ous body. To all his other treasures, he may well add this 
treasure, contentment. 

Why art thou cast down ? Perhaps thine earthly wealth 
has taken to itself wings and fiown. Perhaps some great man 
has looked disdainfully upon thee. Perhaps some cherished 
scheme has been frustrated. Thou hast met with ingratitude. 
Some dear friend has fallen from thee. Some loved one has 
died. Some disease has taken hold of thee. Well, these 
things dispirit the children of this world ; for in losing these 
they lose their all. But why should the loss of such things 
afiect thee ? The wealth that is lost, is nothing to that which 
remains to thee. The great man who despises thee is a very 
insignificant being in the presence of certain friends of thine. 
If thou losest a friend of earth, thou hast thousands of glori- 
ous ones who will never fail thee. Thou hast a throne pre- 
pared for thee in a region where no sickness is, where death 
never comes. Thou hast Christ with all his unsearchable 
riches. Wilt thou yet mourn because of the erambs that 
have fallen from thy table ? 

It is in vain we talk of the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
if we greatly bewail the disasters of time. How shall the 
world ever learn that Christ is to us precious, if we are not 
content with such things as we have in tlie world, be they no 
matter how few, how mean ? 



,y Google 



DAILY MEDITATIONS. 337 

of God, that 

Wisdom is the last thing of the need of which joen become 
sensible. Worldly wisdom indeed they desire to have in larger 
measure; but it is the rarest thing in the world to see i. roan 
who is deeply sensible of his need of that wisdom which God 
gives in answer to prayer. This only shows how amazingly 
unwise men are. It is because they have not this wisdom at 
all, that they are conscious of no need. Yet, would they hut 
know it, this wisdom would give them virtually all that they 
BO impetuously seek in the world. They long for a power by 
which they may rise superior to the ills of life. They long to 
lift themselves on high above tlieir enemies. They long to 
possess themselves of all the good things of life. But as the 
world is constituted, it is impossible for man by dint of getting 
to satisfy this desire ; or by quaffing the cup of pleasure to 
attain unto happiness; or by clothing himself with authority 
to escape all human enmity. Let God however breathe upon 
his soul, let heavenly wisdom become the tenant of his heart, 
and lo ! " the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune" fidl 
harmless at his feet. 

What causes most of the misery of men, is that their minds 
are chafed and vexed by something in their condition. With 
this repugnant something they enter into conflict thinking that 
if thev can only banish it ill will be well. Perhaps they do 
not succcLd There it rem jms fiownmg upon them; and in 
their souls abidcth torment Perli ips after many struggles, 
they j,et ril of this rtpUj^nant thing but scarcely have they 
bepan to congratulatt, themselies upon their victory, when lo, 
on the opposite side a new circumstance wearing tho same 
scowl enters into the circle \e& this earth would get rid of 
almost all her burden and spring forward like an unyoked 
Pegasu'' if men would cease fiom battling with their external 
condition, and seek from God wisdom; even wisdom to outweigh 
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in the balances of heaven, the offers, illiLsions, dignities, com- 
forts, discomforffi, losses, trials, troubles of every day. 

OoTOBEB 7.— "Wo may boldly eij, Tho Lord ia my helper, and I will 
not fear irhat man shull do unto me.*'— Hebrews xiii. 6. 

Here we have ao admirable expression of Christian confi- 
dence. It is pure confidence in God, viewed as the source not 
only of one's own strength, but of all etrcnf^h, so that there 
emains nothing in the world worthy to escite alitrm. " The 
Lord is my helper," saith the believer. " I am not counting 
upon some future alliance with him ; but speak from a deep and 
satisfying experience of his presence and faithfulness. I have 
been shorn of ali my former eonceit of strength ; and have 
hearkened to the proposal of the Infinite One, a proposal to be 
unto me strength, wisdom, righteousness. On the day that I 
became bankrupt, I entered into the possession of all riches." 

If the Lord be thy helper, and if all the power of man is 
inferior to that which aeeompaniea thee, then why dost thou 
not do some great, some world-surprising thing? Thou hast 
no occasion to fear aught that man may attempt. To all the 
waves of hostility thou ait able to say, " Thus far shall yo 
come ond no farther." Eidc now victoriously through the 
earth and establish thy beneficent dominion throughout all 
lands, giving men relief from the oppressions under which 
they have languished for so many ages. A similar suggestion 
was once made te tho Lord Jesus Christ. Had he been will- 
ing to set aside the will of God, and te put himself under the 
guidance of that evil spirit of expediency that rules in tho 
counsels of the princes of this world, had he acconjmodated 
himself to the expectations of the Jews and presented himself 
as a temporal and political Messiah, all the kingdoms of the 
world might have been his, but he would have been sinip'.f 
the vicegerent of the God of this world. " God is my helper j 
and I may avail myself of his power without liuiit." 
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But why does lie help uie ? EccHUse I have yielded my- 
self unto his guidance. He givutli his power to those only 
who first accept of his wisdom. He giveth strength to tliose 
who have renounced all ambitious and selfish views ; who have 
co:nmitted themselves unto him to be (Aught, moulded and 
used by him. 

Nevertheless, when we call to mind that God delighteth ia 
mercy; that the Lamb of God hath taken awiiy the sin of th 
world ; that the Triune God has a subiime enterprise on foot, 
looking forward to the transference of all kingdoms unto his 
Son ; when we consider certain of the promises, as for mstance, 
this, " Greater works than these shall ye do;" and thi", " He 
that overcomcth to him will I give power over the nations, 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron;" when wc remtmber 
the words of Daniel, " The people of the saints of the most 
High God shall take tiie kingdom and possess the grcatncFS 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven ;" when we allow 
these soul-enkindling declarations to come home to our con- 
Bciousnesa ; docs it not seem as though he, who in genuine 
faith is able to speak of God as his helper, and to look disdain- 
fully upon all that man can do against him, should go forth 
clothed in a transcendent power and obtain some world-wide 
display of the glory of his Lord ? 

" When the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the 



OoTOBEH S.— " Hope moketh not ashamod, berousB the love of Ood ia 
Bbed abroad in our hearts. "^Rom ana v. S. 

Alps on Alps arise, as the believer presses forward in his 
course. He beholds a summit, and exclaims, " My Ood will 
meet me there, and there will gainsajers be confounded." 
But when he reaches it, he receives not the expected testi- 
mony, and ui.beHevers make a mock of his disappointed hopes. 
He would be troubled ; but in the absence of the external tea- 
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timony, he receives an inward sweet assurance of the love and 
faithfulness of God, and in the very liour of his diaippoint- 
ment, his face aliincs with a Biiigul.ir joy IjooLinj; up he 
sees a higher mount. Oh, he escUims, it is there not heie, 
that God should meet me I must reJth the higher summit. 
He reaches it, and it pro^e^ to he a new summit of sonow for 
him. Again, a wave of hptienlj bltss rolls over his heart, and 
he refuses to be confounded. A still higher peak catches his 
aspiring eye. 

Observe now, all his disappointments are real conquests. 
Those inferior summits mark the way that he must iieeessarily 
tread, in his course to the liill of transfiguration. In his </reai 
hope he is not confounded, only in his lesser hopes that lay 
hold of time, place, and circumstance. From every hill of 
disappointment, lie carries off a rich spoil. 

October B.— "In oil their aflliotion ho was nfflictcd."— Isaiah liiii. 8. 

We need not fee! so bitterly towards affliction, since we are 
indehted to it for the knowledge of this most wonderful fact, 
that our divine Friend enters into our sorrow with all his heart, 
and perfectly identifies himself with us in our tribulation. 
Sympathy is really a more valuable proof of love, sometimes, 
than the hindrance of the calamity would have been. Every 
king can scatter handfuls of gold and save many from want; 
but where is the king whose eye melts, whose heart overflows, 
in sympathy with the sons and daughters of want ? Ah, we 
have to seek in heaven for such a king as this, " Saul, Saul," 
he says, "why persecutest thou me? I have felt keenly the 
reproaches thou hast uttered against my disciples ; the stripes 
inflicted on them were to me the same as those that I endured 
in the house of Pilate; the drops of their blood were precious 
to me as those that I myself let fall from my own thorn- 
wounded head." 
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OOTOBEH IC— "I, the Lord, ipaak righteousneia. 1 
are rigbt."— Isaiah xlv. 19. 

An incontestable truth, one would say. Who will dare to 
deny that God speaks things which are right? That were at 
once the height of folly and of guilt. 

Is it so ? Then do all men dwell upon the heights of folly 
iind of guilt. They have built for themselves permanent hab- 
itations there. There are innumerable things that men declare 
to be right; they do them and repent not at the remembrance 
of them ; they commend them in others ; yet these things are 
diametrically opposite to the things that God sanctions. You 
apeak of a becoming pride ; God says, " Blessed are tbe poor 
in spirit." You say that men should not submit to injuries 
and insults. He says, " Blessed are the meek," You tbinfc 
it a light thing when men neglect religion ; God says, " One 
thing is needful." When men pray much, you talk of cant 
and hypocrisy ; God says, " Pray without eeasing." In a word 
go through the Bible ; compare its declarations with your own 
views ; and if you. still insist that God declares 
i that are right, you must admit that you have hitherto 
in thought, word and practice, wrong, wrong, wrong ! 



That we might not fall into the hands of tbe living God, 
Christ was delivered into tbe bands of sinful men. He stood 
before an earthly tribunal where Injustice sat in state, in order 
that we might eseape the dread tribunal where infinite Justice 
sits. He was delivered up by sinful men to sinful men. Yet 
he was delivered up by a righteous God, with bis c 
consent, to all the sufferings that man eeuld inflict. 
was delivered up, was the only sinless being that e 
this earth; was divine as well as human; 
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man made him a meet sacrifice for the sins of men ; his divine 
nature gave infinite value to liis sufferings, so that it became 
right in view of them to offer all men deliverance from all the 
woe that they are obnosious to, hy sin. 

How amazing that thorc should be found in oil the wide 
world a single being rcJuctant to avail himself of the cspia^ 
tion thus made for sin. Tlie utmost eloquence of men, the 
most terrible warnings in providence, the profoundest experi- 
ence of the misery springing out of their league with sin, all 
fail to obtain for this wondrous gospel of the grace of God, 
entrance into the hearts of men. They say unto God, day by 
day, hour by honr, " Thou holy God, impute unto us all our 
offences. Let it be with ns as though Christ had not died. 
Let there be no Gethsemane or Calvary for us. We know that 
we are not sinless beings and must forever drink without drain- 
ing the cup which threw him into an agony of unutterable 
Buffering; that we are not invested with omnipotence, and 
cannot rise from the grave victorious; our Calvary eon ducta 
us to endless torment. Neverthele^ we wish to appear before 
the tribunal of divine justice with all our sins upon our head. 
Had we any other wish, we would eipress it by believing on 
Christ." 

As for thee, semi-bcliever, convinced of thy sins senBitle 
of their enormity, longing for deliverance assured that Christ 
alone can give it, jet stopping there spending thy days in 
lamentation, imploring grace and yet neglecting to approprial« 
it, why dost thou live as though Christ were still in the tomb? 
The unbeliever lives as though Christ bad not died; thou 
livest as though he had not risen. Repent of this thy folly, and 
hasten to bear before the world thine own special testimony to 
the truth of Christ's resurrection, by a joyful trust in him 
that ever liveth to make intercession. 
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CcTOBER 12 " Thou, Lord, art u shield for me."— Psalm iii. 3. 

In the battle of this world, the Christian is seen without a 
shield. And just where lie is, is the thickest of the fight. 
The adversary hurls his host forces against that spot, evidently 
supposing that there is only this impediment between him and 
victory. It is wonderful then that the Christian should pass 
bcathlc^ through this shower of fiery darts. Those that are 
in the secret know thit— while apparently unprotected — he ia 
in reihty defended by an invisibSe shield. While he abides 
in filth God incouipas'tcs him round about and nothing can 
by any means harm him 

The Lord is i shield to hini who has been taught what aw 
tl L trui, dai gers whit the true enemies, that beset the path 
of a m m through this world — who knows and is not ashamed 
to conf&=s th it the god of this world is a being of tremendous 
power with his fcervints in all high places, with the wisest and 
greatest of men among his captives, with a plenitude of re- 
sources a knowledge of the heart, that a more unaided mortal 
can do nithing i^iinst Formerly he was the subject of that 
prince Then at length he became sensible of the wrath of 
frod that Cometh upon the ungodly. " Whither shall I ftee, 
where shill I find a defence ? became his cry of agony. The 
sky was darkened with the arrows of the Almighty. Then 
was revialel to him the cross of Christ, He saw that the Son 
of God was himself his shield receiving in his own person the 
Storm of wnth that should have come upon him. He has 
now peace with God But he becomes exposed to the fierce 
assaults of the idveisary In the world he has tribulation 
Sin seeks to regain dominion over him. But Christ doth not 
leave him nor forsake him He is to him a sun and a shield; 
a sun to give him the light of life, and a shield to protect him 
in thi pith of life 

Gtd IS 1 shield to me says the beJiever; to me, all to my- 
self The hhield o' my fellow-soldier will he of little avail to 
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me. I need a shield that I can call my own. And God, with 
all his perfections, all his grace, is mine as truly aa though 
he were mine alone. All his promises are mine as truly aa 
though no one else had any interest in them. All his provi- 
dence is mine. There is a blessed and indissoluble connexion 
eslablished by faith, between my weakness and his strength, 
my danger and his protection, my ignorance and his guidance, 
iny sin and his righteousness, my world-wide necessities and 
his world-wide sufficiency, my unlimited aspirations and his 
endhss glory. 



Let vs look at these pereone whose desires are to be fulfilled. 
They are worthy to be looked at; for there is not their like 
upon the earth. The desires of other men are their torments, 
the keenest elements of their misery; taking them up to all 
high mountains only to cast them deeper down. Other men 
find their desires, however comely and angelic they may at 
first appear, however they may descend to them upon a rain- 
bow as from heaven, at last to be demons, domiciliated in 
their soul to make it as much like a hell as may be. So that 
they are ready to say, "Blessed is the man that desireth 

There are some whose bitter experiences make them to look 
with wrath upon the heavens and the earth that God has 
made. The language of their heart, sometimes that of their 
lips, is this: "All this is very beautiful; but in all this 
beauty there is a profound and hateful snare. The sun 
moving so majestically over our heads, and pouring such un- 
ceasing floods of marvellous light around us, says, ' God is love, 
and dolightcth in mercy; he is not far away; he makcth your 
wania his care ;' but the sun only lies as it thus speaks. Ita 
rising and setting, ite magnifieen* panoramas in the western 
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skies at eveii tifle, its cs(|uisite arrangements of light and 
shade in vallejs and in glens, its care for every i:,eignificant 
seed, all say to me, ' hope on, hope ever,' but it is all a cruel 
bejruilement. Every tree, every leaf of a tree, every pebble, 
shell, blade of grass, ripple of a stream, everything keeps tell- 
ing some tale of the power and beneficence of God, but it is a 
lying tale. The whole universe is fitted up as it were for the 
purpose of stimulating to the utmost our desires and aspira- 
tions, and strengthening to the utmost our confidence that 
they will be gratified; but it is one vast imposture. We are se- 
duced to open the door of the heart to a troop of hopes which 
soon go mad and lacerate our sensibilities in a way that no 
language can express. God should have placed us in a world 
of desolation and of gloom; then we should not have been mad- 
dened through the influence of lovely and delusive prospecls. 
We would have calculated on a miseriible existence, and should 
have found it." 

Alas, my friend that you should speak thus. Do you really 
believe that God finds satisfaction in tormenting you ; and that 
he has made a world where hope is the arch-tormentor ? You 
have set out with one fatal error, and have persisted in cher- 
ishing it. All things declare the glory and the goodness of 
God, and say, "Hope on, hope ever:" but to whom do they 
say it? To those who fear God; who know him as their king; 
who take his word as a lamp to their feet; who repent of sin, 
believe on his Son and embrace his promises. All things shall 
work together for good to them; and after they are tried they 
shall receive the promise, shall enter upon the fruition of their 
highest hopes and wildest imaginings. To them the universe 
speaks, and there is no delusion in its speech. But to you its 
language is this : " Knowest thou not that the goodness of 
God leadeth thee to repentance i"' It is all intended to lead 
thee, a contrite and repentant sinner, to the feet of God. All 
true, all heaven -descended hojie begins at the cross of Christ. 
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Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his rightecu! 
all these things shall be added unto jou.." 



October U.— " I will heat what Gi.J the Lord will speak."— Psolm 
Uixv. 8. 

Wilt thou indeed? Art thou really purposed to ascertain 
what revelation there is of thy Creator's will concerning thee? 
After many a long year of IJitiil independence and destructive 
eel f-go vera men t, has it at length dawned upon thy perception 
that the Being who made thee, and who m^de all worlds, is, 
alter all, the Being most competent to decide what life thou 
fihouldst lead, most worthy to be trusted with the determination 
of thy lot and the accomplishment of thy happiness? After 
having hearkened to eveiy other speaker and followed the sug- 
gestions of every benighted sinner, wilt thou at last hear what 
Grod tl Lo d h y T n let us rejoice over the auspi- 

cious hu tla hsa n't come to thee. There is no 
greale m a ent n he who e of existence than that in which 
a waywa d s nne pauses n is career to hear what God the 
Lord w 1 say 

But note, that all thi., magnanimous determination of thine 
will amount to nothing, just nothing, if there be not io thee a 
willingness to hear all that the Lord will speak. If out of a 
hundred words of God, thou fls upon one and resolve to honor 
it, while the rest lie all dishonored, that word which thou 
hearest will turn against thee, and in the last day bring on 
tliee additional condemnation. How many fancy that they are 
hearkening to God's word, while all the time they are only 
hearkening to their own hearts' lusts. Half a dozen pages 
would contain all their Bible — theirs truly, not God's. 

Jt is impossible to hear what God the Lord will speak, while 
a thousand vain voices are allowed to have thy attention. There 
is Uio much noise in thine own heart for thee to hear. Thou 
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art too much busied about thine own will, to become acquainted 
with the will of God. The Lord wiil not lead tliee by the 
right baud, while another leads thee by the left. 



Yet there are many that die of a broken heart. Some 
beautiful dream vanishes after having lured them to embark 
all their hopes and affections upon it; the phantom vessel dis- 
appears and they are left a prey to the angry billows; but 
even then, woiJd they but know it, there is deliverance for 
them. Admit that all their hopes are blasted; God, whose 
matchless title is this, " The G-od of hope," remains. Ail the 
good you have dreamed of, and infinitely more, resides in him. 
God is not dead ; why then should you die ? The Physician 
of souls rejoices when some very shattered and woe-worn heart 
of man is brought to him to be healed : he has then a peculiar 
opportunity of showing what he can do. This Physician waa 
himself made perfect through sufferings; made perfect to de- 
liver others from suffering. His heart was once melted within 
Lim; he was wounded for our transgressions. He knowcth 
how to succor them that are tempted ; to heal the broken- 
hearted. 

Have you lost some very precious object ? He teaches jou 

th t all t 1 p ' th'n"^ p 'us G d and are to be 

d toh whh hn disappear from 

y ur h H ^ of his own 

w p he soon found 

g w y un p k b d g ry. He does 

nmkhyff h ay have bcea 

h h your sorrow 

issadwhh b b nto p h that leads 

to wh h d h d her, and death 
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We have professed to believe that God gave hia Son to bear 
out sins in his own body on the tree; that God has accepted 
us in his Sod; that he is our heavenly Father, and Christ our 
perpetual intercessor; that not having spared his only begotten 
Son, he will with him also freely give us all things ; that what- 
ever we ask according to his will, we have the petitions that 
we desired of him ; that not one jot or tittle of Lis word can 
pass away. Now the things we have thus professed to receive 
let us hold fast. Immense efforts aie made to get thew from 
our grasp. Sometimes we are left alone for a season that we 
may be lulled asleep; but the design never sleeps in the pur- 
pose of the adversary. Should a man walk through a crowded 
city with rubies, diamonds and precious pearls sprinkled over 
his garments, and espect that no attempt will be made to snatch 
from him these treasures, his security will not be so uiiioh mis- 
placed as that of the man who, walking through this world 
with the promises of God conspicuous about him, fancies that 
no endeavor will be made to lessen his store. It is not that 
the promises are wanted; but it is wanted that men should 
not believe upon them. When, therefore, you hear a whisper 
to the effect that you have done well in giving evidence of 
your zeaX and self-denial and independence of the world, and 
that now jou may without any danger relax a little in the 
ngidnesa of your principles, remember that God abhors all 
wavering and instability ; hold fast the profession of your 
iaith. Know no change but that involved in progress. Hold 
fast what you have, while you add to it what yon lack. 



He rendered satisfaetion to divine justice for the offeneea 
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committed bj us, and exhausted the chastisement appointed to 
us, so that we have reconciliiition with God. His spotless 
purity and the infinite dignity of his person immensely en- 
hanced the value of his sufferinyis, so that without being the 
same in kind and in duration as divine justice would have de- 
manded, had we, the offenders, been the sufferers, they were 
nevertheless abundantly ample as an atonement for the sins of 
uion. In fact the justice and holiness of God and the honor 
of his law, are just as gloriously illustrated by the death of 
Christ, as is the kindness of God to a fallen world. 

Peace having been purchased for us at so tremendous a 
price, the question remains, Have we pence ? We see how it 
is to be obtained. .Let us see in the death of Christ, the chiis- 
tisement due to us, in the cup which his Father gave him all 
the wrath due to our iniquities; and let us put on the robe of 
Christ's immaculate righteousness given us at the cross. There 
are some that make the cross of Christ an escuse for sinning ; 
but they really know not that cross; they contemplate not the 
real Christ, nor have any knowledge of his real sufferings. 
Forgiveness received there, actually there, not at an imaginaiy 
Calvary, forgiveness received in company with a sense of what 
was undergone by Christ, dissolves the power of sin in Jie 
soul and renovates the heart. 



O0TOEE11T8,— "It isgood formethat I hoFB been afflicted, that I might 

What would this world be without calamity ! Men talk 
about the mystery of present things. The mystery would be 
infinitely greater, if there was no affliction. We should be 
utterly at a loss to know what to make of the character of 
God, if unmingled prosperity were the lot of man. This 
world would then resemble a Hindoo heaven ; and it would be 
necessary to suppose Hindoo gods presiding over it, in order 
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to get rid of tlie monstrous anomaly of impenifcnl sinners oc- 



dp 
ta te G d 



milmtion E^en the profouiidtst affliction does not, perhaps, 
teach ua everything; a mistake we sometimes make. But 
why should we compel God to use harsh measures with us ? 
Why not sit at the feet of Jesus and learn quietly what we 
need to learn f 



OOTOHKR 19. — "Blosseci is the man that endureth temptation." — 

Blessed is the man that endureth whatever ordeal the Lord 
may see fit that he should be subjected to, for the discovery 
of his heart. These temptations are simply processes of ex- 
amination ; they are oppurtunities which the Lord giveth us 
of verifying our professions. 

To men that boast of their inward goodness and strength, 
Providence often seems to say, " You have thought yourself 
obliged to speak of your own good qualities, because the vicis- 
situdes of your life were not such as to bring out the evidence 
of these qualities; but 1 will now so order events that your 
3 shall have a perfect opportunity of revealing iteelf." 
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Men that praise thomsolves ought never to find any fault when 
disappointments and disasters befal them ; for if thej indeed 
possess that strength of Diind and superiority of character of 
which they boast, they will feel these trials little and their in- 
ward excellence will be enabled to '^peak for itseSf In their 
ease we too often see that pride cometh before a fall. Men 
are continually clamoring — without being aware of it — for 
60me severer condition of life , they are continually chal- 
lenging circumstances to assume a more forbidding and hostile 
attitude ; they find themselves in an inadequate sphere ; they 
are conscious of virtues that have never yet found expression ; 
they urge God (by self-laudation) to put them into the fire 
and see if they will not come forth as gold. 

Now the Christian docs not boast, but he makes a profes- 
filon. He professes to have renounced the idea of his own 
goodness, and to be as dependent on God for moral goodness 
as for physical. God says, " It is well ; but men will not be- 
lieve thee ; I will put thee in a situation calculated to elicit 
the full evidence of this." The Lord perhaps rais^ him then 
to considerable distinction ; ail men praise him ; and ifc is inte- 
resting to see the Ohristian preserving his humility and prayer- 
fulness in the midst of this fiery trial. He professes to fear 
God rather than man. Then men bring great rocks and say, 
" Fear God, by all means ; all that we ask is that yon should 
give up an infinitesimal part of what you call the fear of God, 
and do our will in one most insignificant particular; otherwisii 
we will grind you to powder beneath these rocks." " Grind," 
is his reply ; and we see that his profession was not in vain. 
He professes to have a spirit of submission to al! the appoint- 
ments of the Lord. Tban the Lord proceeds to deal with him 
in a way that seems to him altogether strange and unaccount- 
able and uncalled for ; the things that befall him seem to him 
not to have been in the bond ; it strikes him that submission 
is hardly the thing called for and that he does well to be an- 
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gry. But happily 1ig considers that the providence of God 
hais taken this provocative aspect for the very purpose of ena- 
bling the spirit of submission In him to manifest itself more 
unimpeaehikhly ; and so he endures. 

I wish to remember always, and especially at the time when 
my will is suffering opposition, when a stone seems to be given 
in reply to my request for bread, that the stone bo given is 
mueh better than bread; the opportunity of glorifying God by 
yielding my will to his, is much more valuable than the good 
then withheld. Blessed is not the man that is exempt from 
trial; but blessed is the man that endures it, maintaining tc 
the end his patience, zeal, hope, love and joy. 



October 20.— " When he is tried, lie shall receive Llie crown of life, 
nhiell the Lord hlth promised to them that love him."— Jamea i. 12. 

This is a very evil world. It lieth in wicltedness. The 
Prince of evil reigns over it. No wonder the Christian longa 
to take the wings of a dove and flee away and be at rest. But 
it is well for him to bear in mind that in this very world, where 
the enemies of God appear to have everything their own way, 
there is wonderful scope given for the eshibition of love to 
God. In some respects heaven cannot etjual it. In heaven it 
is not given unto love to declare itself by suffering. There 
are no reproaches to be borne there; no humiliations to be 
encountered; no injuries to be sustained. We see from the 
example of the Lord Jesus Christ how that even divine love 
itself is able to clothe itself with honor by means of suffering. 
Our only chance of signalizing our iove to Christ by long- 
Buffering, meekness and self-renunciation, is that which we now 
enjoy. 

We see hero that they who endure temptation arc thoy who 
love God. We profess to love God more than self and all its 
possessions. If the Lord lays upon us a tas of one per cent., 
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he gives us to that estent on opportunity of showing aur 
Bineerity. If the tiix amount to ten per cent,, then the oppor- 
tnnitj is so much greater; if to fifty per cent., then it looks 
aa tliough the Lord had confidence in us. lie takes us at our 
word. He believes in our whole-hearted love. And if the 
tax swallovf up everything we have, and leave us utterly hank- 
rupt of all worldly good, then let us consider that God has 
only taken what we long ago recognized aa his; and let us c 
to mind that there ia a precious relation between the trial i 
dured and the crown of life. " When he is tried, he shall 
ceive the cron-n ',/ lift'." 

There are some whose piety is of so utterly defective a char- 
acts^r that it is well understood beforehand that they ci 
endure trial. They can only maintain their position in the 
church by the most tender and delicate treatment. How then 
will thpy pass in safety through the terrors of the day of the 
Lurd ? He Cometh with a rod of iron ; and everything that 
can be broken in pieces by that rod must be broken. The 
bruised reed indeed he will not break ; he heals it and gives it 
Strength, and it beconjes a rod in his hand. He bestows the 
most tender and delicate treatment; but it is by way of pre- 
paration for the trial. And after the trial, the crown of life. 



OctobehSI. — "Hb is long-snlfDring to n3-w»rd, not willing that any 
Bhould perish, but thiit all ehould come to repentance."— 2 Peter iiL 9. 

We read elsewhere of " God our Saviour, who will have all 
men to be saved." The Gospel, promulgated for every crea- 
ture, is the expression of this divine willingness that men 
should come to repentance. " Knowest thou not," says Paul 
to the hardened sinner, "that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance ?" Thus we see that all the goodness so 
profusely eshibit«d in the providence of God to men generally, 
is an expression of God's will that they should turn away from 
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their sins and seek his grace. Day by dpj, during many, many 
years, he supplies the table of the impenitent man with palat- 
able and suitable food; clothes him and his with raiment; fills 
his granaries and his coffers; and does it all not simply tiiat 
he may meet the temporal wants of this sinner, but that he 
may tfluch his heart and lead him to turn penitently to his 
God. The Bun returns to the east day after day, not because 
a law of nature requires it, hut because the G-od of nature is 
the God of grace, and would have all men come to repentance. 

Many there are who reckon confidently upon a future display 
of the mercy of God, who yet are utterly unobs«rTaBt of the 
mercy now shown. They seek the mercy of God in the wrong 
place, that is to say at the judgment seat; while they spend 
their days in treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. 
They utterly object to the doctrine of a hell, which they re- 
pudiate as involvin" the sacrifice of God's perfections Well 
if th y 1 k th 1 II b 1 II G d wish t th t th 

h Id b y H b t eel w th pc t t th 

yd f f p hm t d th 

Bll H ly t d tl i& d f Id II th n 

pt f d d H w II t Ij l&t y f 

th m tl h 11 f q h bl fl 1 t th w d h 11 wh se 

m t I heap d p w th h wn 1 t th h 11 f 
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give them to dwell in the place for which he has fitted them. 
God is not wilhng that any should perish; his unwilhngness 
is written upon the face of universal things; hut they who 
come not to repentance, cannot but perish. In the day of the 
flood, the door of the ark shall not be open ; if you insist upon 
making God a liar, if you regard his proph<sied wrath as a 
fiction, you can surely reproach no one but yourself when you 
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find tliiit he hath spoken truth. If you flatter yonrsclf with 
the idea that Gnd will aeeomiuodate himself to your impious 
unbelief, and falsify his owu word to show that you were right 
in viewing him as a liar, you do but evince the amazing and 
persistent blindness of your nature. 



It IS difficult to (.oncene ot higher testimony than that 
whiLh was home to the tharicter of Job, To be distin- 
guished amoiij^ a few is as much hjiior as men generally dare 
to aspire tu But thi, mtre thought of being distinguished 
abo^e all men dwell ng on the face of the earth, is enough to 
intoxicate the soul of min A jw of Job, it was deliberately 
state! that theri, was not his like ujon the earth, a perfect 
and uf right mm fearing God ml ctchcwing evil. And by 
whom w b this testimjny borne? By God himself, by the 
Being th it knew infallibly all men And who can look upon 
the chancier of Job without admiration? His keen sensi- 
bility to reproich the agony caused by his dim intelligence of 
what those providences signifiLd only served to bring out 
more conap cuously his noble trust in God, his ineitinguish- 
ahli" hopefulness In the piesence of his calumniators he held 
fast his integrity; without at all meaning to deny that he was 
a fallible being dependent for all on the mercy of God, he yet 
refused to admit their insinuations and allow that he had been 
living the life of a hypocrite. But when God was revealed in 
his glory, such a flood of light was poured upon hia character, 
that the least sin seemed too odious to contemplate, a burden 
greater than his memory could bear. 

As for thee, reader, tell me, hast thou ever been brought to 
abhor thyself? A flush of indignation is thy response. The 
very suggestion fills thee with disgust. O pardon me, dear 
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reader ! It is evident that thou art a much better m in than 
Job. He was — above all men that lived in his day — a man 
aiter God's own heart. But thou art greatly his superior. If 
God looked down from heaven with so much satisfaction, when 
Job inhabited this earth, if the divine words of commendation 
were passed from angc! to angel through all the celestial ranks ; 
how must heaven be affected as it looks down upon thee ! If 
the miseries of Job were appointed to thee, thou wouldst en- 
dure them all with a patience and a piety surpassing those of 
Job ! Else why dost thou declare that thou hast never known, 
will never know, self-abhorrence ? 



Oktoeer 23.— "Let him that gloricth, glury in this, that he umler- 
ItanJcth and knowoth ms."— Jci-emiah is. 21. 

This is an intellectual age. Of nothing do men boast more 
than of their stupendous knowledge and sublime wisdom. 
They play with worlds, the worlds of geology and astronomy. 
But there are a great many competitors for fame; and out of 
thousands that seek to be glorified of men, scarce two or three 
succeed in attaining an eminent place in the world's regard. 
It is surprising that among the vast numbers doomed to disap- 
pointment there should be so few led to inquire whether there 
may not be honor t« be obtained in some other quarter, 
What think you — w w 11 y to such a one — what thint 
you of gaining h n tl p nee of the angels of heaven, 

of clothing yours If w th d t tion among the sinless ones, 
of obtaining an d r^ d g that will qualify you to stand 
close to the very th f G d F 

Imagine a ten pi f f m pon lofty seats are seen Plato, 
Cicero, Goethe, Kant, Arago, Lamartine, Byron, Dante and 
many others of the world's immortal ones; an angel descends 
from heaven with a chaplet of unfading glory; goes from one 
to another of these applauded ones and finally leaves the tem- 
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pie, chaplet iii hand ; at the foot of the steps he sees a poor 
despised creature eatinjj; it crust of bread and softly murmur- 
itiKi "''■1' * heart full of joy, t!ie name of the Crucified Friend 
of man; he greets him with tlie utmost respect and bestows on 
him the cUaplot. 



October 21.—" The Lord giivc and the Lord hath taken away."— Job 
i. 21. 

But if he gave, why should he take away ? Why does he 
resume what he has transferred to another ? But he has trans- 
ferred nothing to another in such a sense that it has ceased to 
he his own. The most exalted of created heings has nothing 
whatever in this sense. The kingdom of God is a kingdom 
where every inch of the soil belongs to the sovereign, where 
all the property belongs to him, and where he is ever at perfect 
liberty to dispose of everything as he will. And this arrange- 
ment is not arbitrary, but gracious. He disposes of all thing» 
with reference to the happiness of all. 

Men insist upon being the sovereigns of what has been com- 
mitted to them. They hold it for themselves and not for him. 
Then when they lose it they gnash their teeth ; they are with- 
out consolation. What is worse than their Joss, they see a ty- 
rant upon the throne of the universe. As far as their own 
misery is concerned, this tyranny is a real one. Viewing God 
as a tyrant, and being ever in bitter conflict with hia govern- 
ment, it is the same to them, in respect to their wretchedness, 
as though God were a tyrant. Therefore Christ says in the 
parable : " Thou knewest that I was an austere man, gathering 
where I had not strewed." Oh, what torment, what an ante- 
past of future woe do men give unto themselves, when they 
malign God in their thoughts ! 

On the other hand, they who look upon all their possessions 
as strictly speaking the possessions of God, and wh,i cherish a 
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perpetual readiness to yield everything at his coiniiiand, sustain 
no losses. They do not perhaps get broken into the hubit of 
parting company with loved and familiar things without a pang; 
but with the pang there is the consolation of knowing that 
God has taken hia own for some sufficient reason, and that a 
God of boundless goodness still sits upon the throne of the 



When hy a divine rescript we are designated the sons of 
God, 8 pledge is given that the following petition of Christ 
shall bo fulfilled in our behalf: " That the love wherewith thou 
hast loved me rnaj be in them." Christ is the Son of Godj 
but we are to be exalted to his own height of glory and maj- 
esty; we arc to sit with him upon his throne; and it is to be 
manifest to all the universe that we too are sons of God. Ha 
has this pre-eminence ovei all, that he is what he is by virtue 
of his own incomparable merit; and we shall be what we shall 
be by virtue of the same merit, not ours but hia. When 
Christ shall appear we shall be iike him, for we shall see him 
as bo is. 

There are so many mere honorary titles in this world, that 
men are led to look upon the titles given in the word of God, 
aa also honorary. But this is a serious error. When God 
gives titJes, he bears testimony to the character of a man, 
makes known the man's relation to Hirn, and gives an earnest 
of what he intends to make of him. Christ gave Peter, in 
the days of his instability, when he waa like a wave, driven 
with the wind and tossed, gave him even then the title of 
Peter, or rock, foreshadowing what he intended to make of 

Beloved, we are now the sons of God,- — called so and con- 
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Btituted 'io "We hive oonse [ucntly unl a kd life, unlimited 
wealth unlimited privile"-e Much hat, been bestowed, mneh 
13 jet to be bestowed ^\ hen d d sa\s to n e ' Thou art luy 
sen he op n* to me the door f an ascending stairway leading 
up to his throne. Bj the grace of God the steps are there 
before me and the liberty to ascend ; but every several step is 
to be gained by an expanding faith, is to be conquered by the 
grace of God in me. If I have feeble conceptions of what 
God means bj calling me his son, I shall linger ia the lower 
steps; if I have higher and more correct views I will run 
boldly up the pathway of light. J.et me believe that God has 
gono as far as it is possible for God himself to go in the enun- 
ciation of my privileges ; that he has told me to look upon 
the seraphim and cherubim as no nearer to him than I myself 
am or am to be; that I have part and lot the most intimate in 
all the glory, majesty, affluence, power and blessedness of God; 
that my name is written along with his own over everything; 
that every being in the universe is commanded to love me 
under pain of being accounted guilty of treason against the 
Sovereign of the skies. I am a son of God, and therefore 
the representative of the invisible God. The world indeed 
knoweth na not, because it knew him not. Bnt there is to be, 
in an hour known to God, the manifestation of the sons of 
God. 



The Lord is good; — this ia an independent proposition. 
He is good to the good, to all the heavenly companies that do 
his bidding, and rejoice in his government. That he should 
be good to sinners of earth, habitually violating his precepts, 
is a statement that goes far beyond the other. To a few of 
them? To thousands of them? To all of them? He haa 
80 made mankind that it is impossible for the least of them 
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to exist without countless specific acts of kindness shown by 
God. Even corporeal life, what does it involve ? Processes 
of infinite number and variety. Was it an act of surprising 
kindness on the part of Christ to give sight to the blind, and 
is it nothing that God should this day continue to you tins 
wonderful faculty? Is there any less wisdom, power or good- 
ness displayed in tlie preservation of an organ than in the be- 
stowing of it? Physiology will tell you there is not. Look 
then at your various faculties and members and susceptibilities 
and tastes ; at your physical and mental endowments ; and un- 
derstand that the multitude of God's thoughts towards you in 
a single hour are so many that they could not be expressed in 
the largest volume ever written. If you are affected by this 
consideration then extend >our gtxe beyond yourself and see 
the lines (f relationship by which flol has biought all things 
to your door In some t ir off h Id j ou see grain growing, SO 
that in some future day that appttitt of yours m'ij be regaled. 
And that grim is waited upoi bj uniiLrsal nature The very 
slars ha*e a commission to crri, for it 

God 13 thus good to all ^Vere it not thit he opened his 
hand, the desire oi no 1 vmg creature would be satisfied. 
Well, therefore may the Psalmist say Let eierything that 
hath breath praise the Lird Minkind howi,ver, are far 
from doing thus Jul^ng from the murmurs loud com- 
plaints, deep curses reproaclics i.xpri,Esions of surprise, re- 
pinings "ii^hs groins tears looks of vexation and disappoint- 
ment, fr m all the tokeis ti dissilisfeetion thit meet us on 
every side we can only concludi, tiiat men look upon God as 
the very opposite ff gDod to them Thejhrte no mind for 
the eulogy of God Le( e\erjthing that hath breath praise 
the Lord," says the Psalmist; but bis exhortation is in vain. 
The hearts of men may glow with admiration sometimes; but 
God is not the object. And nothing is gained by the aug- 
mentation of benefits. Generally indeed the more marked the 
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goodness of God to tliew, the less they are diKposcd to praise 
liiin. What then is to be done? Could the difficulty ia their 
heart be removed, could they be recovered from the dumiiiioii 
of sio, then would they rejoice in hiiu, and even the least 
mercy would fill tlicm with rapture. Tins is wliut Cod in liis 
goodness has done. He hatli provided a Saviour, through 
wl!07n men may escape from that horrid heart of theira which 
swallows up the goodness of God like a mighty Maelstrom; he 
Las commanded Lis gospel to be preached to every creature. 



Lord, is this thy desire? Didst thou take such a, desire ag 
this to Lea\cn witL thee? When thou wert parted from thy 
di'iciples and a cloud was about to receive thee out of their 
sight were these sweet and love e^pressin" words still hover 
ing on thy lip 1\ h 1 d d& dp b II 

I nd il wL b 

d gl dly 1 1 I d 1 

1 ddd h des lip 

wh 1 1 w n 1 be 

II f 11 w 1 I h 1 

h H k p p ss hy 

es A d w rt 

ind Pauls, Elijahs and Johns, Abra- 
and Wesleys, Whitcfields and Brain- 
erds, is there this still wanting in the cup of thy blessedness, 
naiucjy, that we thy saints on earth should be with thee, where 
tliou art? Then, 0, oar loving Lord, help us to reciproca.te 
this desire, to set our affections on high, to lay aside every 
weight and run the race before us. Make us rapidly meet for 
the inheritance of the sainis in light. Walk with us in our 
wilderness, tbat we Tuay walk with thee in the place of tLy 
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hosts of heiv n 1 d 


were thine ey 11 fi d 


dominate in thy h 1 


also? Did th d 


thou rulest Lea nd 


brea-st during 11 h so 


rounded by thy Daniels a 


hams and Peters, Luthers 
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OcTOBRii ZS.— "I will run the nay of tliy cumniandmpijt?, nlyrn tiion 
iholt enlarge mj heiit."— Peilm cxis. 32. 

God cnlarjTCS our heart by taking away from it the idea of 
our own righteousness and of our own strength ; h>' taking 
Eway from us hardness of heart and insensibility ; by deliver- 
ing us from the oppressive fear of an offended God j by cast- 
ing out a great deal of selfishneKS ; by breathing into us the 
new life of faith in Christ, and making us buoyant with the 
delightful assurance of God's undecliniiig favor ; by the love 
of God shed abroad in our hearts. 

Then no wonder that we run the way of his com man dm en ts. 
These are no longer grievous, for they are paired with prom- 
ises ; and with every indication of duty there is an indication 
af help. We run ; we have not now to be dragged. It is no 
longer the place of task ; it is the place of pleasant commu- 
nion and co-operation with him who has said, " Without me 
ye can do nothing." The way of hia commandments, is sim- 
ply a way where love finds beautiful opportunities of express 
ing itself. 

But alas ! are there not many among us that need greatly 
to have their hearts enlarged ? Their pace in the divine course 
is not even a fast walk. What is it that chokes their hearts? 
Here is a brother, whose heart is choked, we have too much 
reason to fear, by an all-absorbing and exclusive attachment to 
" The Church ;" and who is not aware how unkind a part he 
is acting toward that very branch of Christ's Church which 
he thus ignorantly and injuriously idolizes. Here is a brother 
whose heart is choked by a false charity which inclines him to 
regard all men as pretty nearly safe, and not in need of his 
self-denying efforts. How many have their hearts so occupied 
by mercantile matters or political questions, that it is impossi- 
ble for them to make haste in the doing of Christ's eonimar.d- 
ments. 
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OCTOHER 29.— "Anil rejoice in hope of the glory of God."— Romans 
T. 2. 

Happy the soul that is able to find its joy in the indulgence 
of such a hope as this. Fallen man rejoices in hope of his 
own glory; not of his own true glory, but of a lalse and 
worldly glory, utterly disconnected with the glory of God. 
That sou! is already largely redeeiued that has learned to iden- 
tily ita own interests with the glory of God. And this hope 
shall be fulfilled; nothing is more certain. The glory of God 
must go forth triumphant one of these days, and conquer all 
the detestable glory that men and devils have been bringing 
like a pall of bedizened saekclotli over the face of univereal 

The Christian is even now greatly conversant with the glory 
of God ; but the more that he knows of it the more passion- 
ately does he long for that moment when it shall be manifested 
with all its appropriate sublimity; when every eye shall see 
it; when the idolized ones of earth shall hide their heads in 
caves and dens; when Christ shall be admired in his believers; 
when they shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, and their bodies 
made like unto Christ's glorious body; when the New Jerusa- 
lem shall come down from God out of heaven, having " the 
glory of God." 

Oi'TOHEH 30.— "I nil! strenglhen thee, jco, I will Mp Ihee, yea, I will 
nphold thee with the right hnnd of mj righteouanesa." — Isainh sli. 10. 

Even in the giving of promises, God has made manifest that 
he givcth liberally and upbraideth not. The necessity of re- 
iterating promises, is sometimes irksome to us ; we want people 
to take us at our word. But God knows the stupendous 
strength of unbelief in the heart of man. If a mountain of 
granite is to bo reduced to powder by successive strokes of an 
instrument, there must be a vast number of strokes. H we 
wish to form some conception of the nature of unbelief let 
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us look at the n.ightj stores uf promise accumulated with a 
view to its overthrow. The ^uilt of it, who can tell f God 
says, " I will strengthen thee ;" yet we Hare not go forward 
without a weapon. He says, " I will help tiico ;" yet we lie 
down miserahle if there be no provision in the house for the 
morrow's wants. He says, "I will uphold thee;" yet we 
shrink from taking up some responsibility pointed out fo us by 
him. " I will uphold thee," he says, " by the right hand of 
lay righteous nesa j I pledge my own infinite ability that thou 
shalt prevail; I pledge my righteousness; so that if I uphold 
thee not, my righteousness remains to me no more : my justice 
is forfeited ; I am become like the gods of the heathen, un- 
holy, not to he relied on. AVilt thou make me such a one ?" 

Oh, that Christians would consider how grossly they asperse 
the character of God and misrepresent hini tfl tlie world, by 
failing to embrace and act upon these .jseeeding great and 
precious promises. 



PctoberBI.— "I am not HBhamed of the gospel of Christ."— Rom. i. 16. 

This seems a very moderate declaration of attachment; but 
very few can go so far as this. The gospel of Christ Is the 
word that sets forth Christ. It is nothing apart from Christ. 
As He is honorable, so is it; as He is eseellent, so is it. To 
be ashamed of it, is to be ashamed of Him. 

Arc you ashamed to speak, look, and act in such a way as 
to show your conviction that you and all men are lost sinners 
until recovered by the grace of God ; and that you are depend- 
ent upon this grace for all power to conquer sin, resist tempta- 
tion, know the truth ? You flatter yourself that you are not 
ashamed of the go.spe! of Christ, because when you are with 
Christians, you laud Christ; but on other occasions you keep 
back the " one thing needful," and give unseriptural promi- 
nence to the man y things not vit^illy needful. Are you willing 
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to speak as Christ spoke ; to express the opinions expressed 
by the Son of God; to talk in promiscuous companies of the 
necessity of cutting off a right liand, plucking out a right eye; 
to make mention of unr|ucnchable fires, and a, never-dying 
Tvorm ; lo tell men that except they repent, they shall all like- 
wise perish ; and to discourse of tlie mansions in the skies, and 
the return of Christ to judge mankind? If our conversatioa 
i? quite of another character, if reference te these things is 
never or seldom made by us, is there not the strongest rea- 
son to believe that we are ashamed of the gospel of Christ? 
In fact, the presence of gospel truth in Tery many societies 
where Christians are frequently found, would be as startling aa 
the presence of Christ himself. We are not even conscious of 
the huniiliating defeats that we, professors of the gospel, have 



HovEMBER 1.— "Thon, Lord, will bless the rigb too us."— Psalm ». 12. 

Having bestowed righteousness, thou wilt express thy plea- 
sure in that righteousness. Wo should not need a reveLition 
from heaven to tell us this. It ought to be an unquestionable, 
self-evident axiom, that God who has all gifts at his disposal, 
will bestow his best gifts upon those who please him mo?t 

But there is none righteous, no, not one. Well lo the ab 
Eoliite sense of the word, Christ is the only rightcfu'! one th^t 
ever sojourned on this earth. He knew no sin. But they that 
believe on him, their faith is counted to them for righteousness 
They receive of his fullness. Through him the uniust are 
justified. Amd having been brought nigh to God, what is to 
hinder that they should obtain deliverance from sin ? They 
ask and receive. They are changed into the image of Christ. 
God blesses them by bringing their wills into coincidence with 
his own ; and then their ulterior blessedness becomes a thing 
as inevitable as the eventual triumph of the will of God. 

It is because a man has no goodness of his own on which to 
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build any hope, that he is ennbled eo assuredlj to anticipate 
the very 1 ^1 e t ue sa e t blessed eiw of wl ch t a pose ble 
to cone vo Tor con ler th r hteo ss on wh ch 1 s 
hopes arc founlcd s a nfin te r „htc us as the n er t of 
all heave ly be n"S ad led to^^ether ou! I n ke n th g p- 
proachin t 'W h le \ n in el n^ to he lei of b s own 
merit, he &hr els up h ^ de t ny nto notl c; wheii 1 e lo es 
that id a a d knows notl ^ but the d er t of Chr t cr c ficd 
for sinne the I ord of all Is dest ny expands n o a ro 1 1 ke 
that of tie limtaHehea a all wr tten o er w th wu d of 
beauty and of wealth 

" Thov Lad I U ! t/I It docs nt bee n 

a sovereign to bestow little fj,vor8. As God has shown forth 
his eternal power and Godhead in creation, so in what he will 
do for the righteous, he will take care that there be a magnifi- 
cent and all-eclipsing display of his regard for righteousness. 

What we need is, ever to believe that God ever reraenibers 
tbis purpose of his; and to say, in every situation of life, God 
is blessing me, by preparing me for future blessing. While 
Christ is preparing for me a place in \e?>vcn, he ia preparing 
me on earth for that place in heaven There is, therefore, a 
connection of the moat intimate and aeceeeary kird between 
the disappointments, humiliations, k'ssts, sorrows, sfl^k'tions 
of the believer on earth, and the dijjiity, felicity, purity, 
splendor, power, to be found by hiin at the right hand <jf 
Christ. 



Before you, seated in the cavern of thw warld, the wizard 
of thia world causea to appear, one after another, scones of 
beauty, dissolving scenes that scarce have prefcnted themselves 
to your vision before they have gone, leaving you in darkness. 
The wizard shows them ta vou that he may bind you to him- 



.v^ciogle 



DAILY MEDITlTIOVq 367 

soif forever. "All these things will I hestow upon jou," he 
Bays, '■ if JOU fall down and worship me " ' The realities are 
in my chambei-s," he says; "I give them to whomsoever I 
will." Infatuated man, madly pursuing these vanished vi- 
sions, descends deeper and deeper into the region of dejth and 
despair. Happy he, unutterably happy, it, ere it be too late, his 
eyes he anointed with a celestial eye-salvo and he diseover that 
nil the glorious visions that ever darted across his path or il- 
lumined his conceptiona, when they dissolved as visions be- 
came reconstituted as realities in Christ. Yea, this is tha 
■wondrous knowledge that the believer obtains by faith. All 
esquisit* music died out in Christ, to live in him forever ; all 
beautiful sunsets vanished not into night, but into the blessed 
reality of Christ; all lovely flowers faded to bloom perennially 
in him ; the smile of youth, the look of love, the scintillation 
of genius, the burst of elo<iuence, everything that lent a mo 
mcntary radiance to life, has its apotheosis in Christ, is found 
in liim by the believer. 

Christ is precious to lue bceiuse I believe that the beauty 
and attractiveness of all idniirable tbmgs owe their charm to 
him, and yield thtir clnrm to him They crossed my path 
that they might speik to me of liim My enthusiasm Stag- 
gered like a diunliCn min m the pathway of this world, and 
only knew its vication when it discovered him 

When he cometh, tlie new Jerusalem eonieth; the paradise 
of God coineth; the river of the water of life; saints; angels; 
the new heaven ; the new earth ; all beauty, all splendor, oil 
sanctity; the fruition of all right desires, the realization of all 
lovely dreams; love; in a word all that is precious cometh; nor 
will it ever aflcr be possible for me to conceive of a good not 
found in Ihe icgion irradiated by his smile. 
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HoTEMUEH 3. — " Comfort je, comfort je mj people, aaith year God."- 
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f«l above all nation'! md ipieid'ifiioring mantle mer ill their 
sins. They would none of (jod a comfort But the banqaet 
which they scorned to honor with their presence wa^ not left 
without guests ; the broken and contrite of all nation* the po- 
verty-stricken, the sick the blind theie came and pirtoA, 
and lo! they were comftrted they were mide whole and 
crowns of everlasting jov were "ieen upon their heads while 
the rejecters soon found themselves the tjoorest and unhappiest 
in creation, deprntd of the very shadows which they hid pre 
ferred to the substance. 

Wa are to comfort God's people by presenting Christ to 
them, and showing them their need of this very Messiah and 
no other. And if they are unwilling to be comforted in this 
way, we are not at liberty to give them comfort in any other 
way. Any other way is a way of delusion. 



Wlien Love divine was about f» follow Christ back to heaven, 
ie &iid| "Not so; I am no more in the world, but these are ia 
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the world." So tliis Love has ever since (arriej with the people 

The Christian hnowa that jrowlncss and lucrej' shall go with 
him all the days of his lite, ns two attcndiint angels. Ha 
knows that they have followed him hitherto. But it is some, 
times diffieult for him to perceive that they fire with him. 
When Jeremiah was in that deep, dark dungeon, where thei'O 
was no water, hut mire, it seemed as though goodness and 
mercy had left him and gone to walk on the hattlcments of 
Jerusa,lem. Men came to the border of that pestilential pit 
and asked him mockingly where those companions of his now 
were. But Jeremiah's eyes getting accustomed to the darkness 
soon discovered them there. Tlioy gave him some bread of 
heaven to eat. Then when Jerusalem wits taken, and tho 
proud enemies of the prophet were carried info captivity, Jer- 
emiah remained in the land; goodness and mercy followed him 
all his days. Persecution is not so persevering as they are. 
When Elijah was under the jwniper-tree, goodness and mercy 
awoke him and ministered unto him. " Why do you flee for 
your life?" they said; "have we fled from theef" "I do 
well to be angry," said Jonah, insulting these heavenly attend- 
ants to their face. He said to goodness, " Thou art an impoS' 
ter, not goodness, hut unkindness :" and to mercy, " Thou art 
severity, thou hast no beauty, get thee gone." Bid they follow 
him still ? They sat down and said to him, "We will not go." 
They might have spoken of the depths of the sea whither and 
whence tliey had accompanied him ; hut they spoke to him of 
the much cattle that was in Nineveh, and of an immense num- 
ber of innocent litlle children. 

How often have I been ready to use the language of Jonah; 
liow often frowned on these celestial ones, and motioned them 
angrily away, because they would not take the form my fancy 
painted yet have they fitill followed me. Be astonished, 
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NoTEMHEB 5. — "Aa the heaven is high ehma the earth, so great ia hii 
merer toward them that fear him."— Piulni ciii. II. 

Perfect iove castcth out fearj but not the fear here spoken 
of. There is no torment in this Fear. It ia at home ia com- 
pany with the most unlimited confidence. The man that trusts 
in God is the same as the man that fears God ; tho two expres- 
sions are convertible, and are over and over intercliangcd in 
the word of God. Lot the n an tl at tl ka he fcj s I. od see 
to it that he truafa in God and 1 t the n a that th ka he 
trusts in God, see to it tha 1 e iea s God 

He fears God who has a 1 ^h sense of he alue of bis 
favor, and cannot bear tl t a y cloud si uid come a for a 
moment between his co ence a d tie sale of Cod lie 
that is most assiduous in t) e end a or to please C od who ia 
d at the ttou^l t of hiS d fl a-ure he to whom 
mdmenta are not ^ o a wl o bcl old w th satis- 
faction all the attributes o God 1 e t s tl at fe a God You 
observe that this fearer of God is n the enjoyment of God'a 
infinite mercy; so that the .piin^ of his dciotion is not tho 
apprehension of wrath. The iove of God shed abroad in his 
heart leads him to fear God. 

How much David knew of the height of the heavens, what 
estimate he formed of the distance of tho heavenly bodies, we 
kuow not. Doubtless he viewed them as at distances more vast 
than any that separate the different points of the earth's aur- 
face. He would have heard with much aurprise a statement 
to the effect that a journey of four hours performed at the rate 
of the velocity of light, 200,000 miles a second, would take 
ua only to the outskirts of our system ; a journey nf three or 
four years would take ua to the first fiscd stars ; a journey of 
60,000 years would take us to the stars of a certain distant 
nebula ; and that we should even then be probably in the lower 
parts of creation. AVhat would have been the effect of such 
V revelati ^n as this, upon his mind ? His conceptions of tho 
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power, wisdom, innicsty, iiiimcnsitj of God, would liavo been 
vastly augiiientcd; but think you that his conceptions of the 
luerej of God would have not been clovattdi' They would 
have been elevated; for the mercy of God is in the nature of 
God; grows as that grows upon ns, expands as that expands 
■ before us; and when through Christ we have entered iuto 
relation to it, every star becomes an exponent of it, every 
instetsfellar space a link in the endless ehaiu that b 



Among those who read the Bible, how small a proportion, 
what an insignificant minority are the broken and contrite ia 
heart ' How rare a thing it is to see a man who is bowed down 
beneath a &ense of hn sinfulness, and who finds it difficult to 
conceive that there should ever be pardon for him ! How 
small the number of such ! 

iJow see what honor God has put upon these few. A great 
deal of his word seems to be intended just for them. God, so 
to speak, passes by the crowds of those who are comfortable 
in spirit and have an easy faith in the mercy of God, to come 
to some poor faltering sinner and convince him of the freeness 
and unmeasured fulness of divine niercy. You and I must 
often see that the word of God is not troubling itself about 
us, but about some deeply-convicted, hesitating, trembling soul. 



KovEHEEit 7. — " Keop thy heart with all diUgence."^Provcrba it. 23. 

Keep that which is good, in. it; that which is evil, out: 
thoughts, feelings, purposes, imaginations, desires. Especially, 
keep God's word in it. Quench not the Spirit. Cherish a 
memory for what is good. Be as a gardener; be as a banker. 

For the mind is God's wonderful gift. 
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Ail onr thoiijrlila, so our words and acts. 

As our fhouglita, so our future life. 

Be as tlic pilot. 

Tlierinopylao. 

Our peace easily dcstrojcd by uiiwutciifulnosa. 

God looks at the heart. 

Has given us suitable objects to think about,- — to love. 



" Art thou able, Chvist, to slake the thirst of my soul ? 
Dost thou know what strength of desire there is in uie ? Con- 
sider what seas of goodness have, in the providence of God, 
been poured upon lue without in the least diminishing tlic 
force of aspiration within uie. Whatever is given, seenia only 
to stimulate my imagination and send it soaring a higher flight. 
Tlius it would appear tliat in the very nature of things I never 
can know satisfaction. Give me everything that I can now 
conceive of, and seareely will I have looked upon it before uiy 
conception has found its wings again ; and where my concep- 
tion goes there also goes my desice. How then canst thou give 
me water to quench the thirst of my soul 1 Knowest thou 
my soul and her thirst? Where hast thou that water?" 

He that formed thee knfweth thee Thy conception cannot 
exceed the conci.pt on of God must mdc*,d cien m its wildcat 
flight, fall infinitely '.hort of it Ih ne la a conctpticn of 
desire; his is a conception rclitin^ to the satisfaction of thit 
desire. Wonderful therefore a, thou art m thy mental con 
Btitution, gigantic as is the power of aspiration in thee He 
that made thee vi infinitely more wonderlid It would indeed 
have been the greatest mistake on \\v^ pntt to make a ereiture 
with a power ot Lfncejtnn which he hin self could not over 
take. He has made no such mistake is th s All his ptrfije 
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liona testify that he is able fo satisfy thee. Let it be tliorefore 
firmly settled in your mind that there is no absolute and inviR- 
eiblc difficulty in tlie way of your blessedness. 

There is a disordered thirst that nothing can assuage. The 
torment remains, however often or abundantly you answer the 
cali of the patient for water. Oh, if you could give him some 
water that would reach tlie seat of his disease, subdue his fever, 
and recover him fVom that mad disordered thirst, you wouI<? 
approve yourself the veiy physician that be needs. Now this 
is what Christ does. He knows well that if he "a^e thee all 
wealth, all luxury, all art, all renown, all success, all p w II 
beautiful sights and sounds, yet would not these u b d d 
krgcsscs tend in the least fo slake the thirst of thy so 1 f 
happiness. Knt the water that ho givcth thee, oe t tly 
soul and cures the terrible disease that has made 1 f tl y 

life ; changes the char.icter of thy desire ; causes to spring up 
in thee emotions and affections eori'esponding to the wise and 
loving thoughts of God ; and then satisfies these desires. 

Has the water that Christ his gi\cn thee become, Chris- 
tian, a well tu tboe? Hist (hou within thyself a well of pe- 
rennial purity and bliss, of beautiful thoughts, delight in God, 
willingness to do his will, peace, strength to resist temptation, 
love to your fellow-men, anticipition of glory ? If there be in 
thee this inexliaustible well of all thit is desirable, then hast 
thou enough not only for thyself, but tor thy neighbors, for all 
mankind in tact. Yes, if thou ■ilono of all the family of man, 
were in possession of such a well from thee there might go 
forth streams to make ^hd the entire face of earth, to satisfy 
the entire wants of men For this well in thee, is Christ in 



Koveubkh 9.~"A reivarder ot them that diligently seek him."— He- 

It is a great moment in a man's life when hi ascertains that 
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he does not know God. Tlie next step is to ascertain that ono 
ought to know God. After this a, man may still go knocking 
at many wrong doors; hut let us hope that he will at Icn^h 
roach the right door, even the Bible, and conclusively stit 
himself to seek <jrod therein. 

If we want to know what it is to seek diligently, we need 
no dictionary; we need only look around us; in every commu- 
nity there are men who seem to have assigned themselves this 
articular task of exhibiting iri their own persons, what dili- 
gence is. It is true they are not seeking God; but having 
seen with what consecration they seek their object, we shall lie 
at no loss to know what it is diligently to seek God. 

Is it (h-it the Lord concenls himself from us ' That he has 
shut hmiself in firm our ^aze hki, an oriental king, within 
many enclosures and stilmi cU che ubim w th fiery swords at 
every ^ate to mke it ii possible for us to ijproach him? 
Nay, not so A\ luttver Jifficultus there are hive not been 
interposed bj hini but by us So fir as God is concerned 
th I Cf before ua No m n thit ever lived in 

th w Id J 3 d ! ter ipporl mities of flndm^ God than I 
th t wr t y th t read this meditation 

H m t b so It with an undivided heart. lie must be 
tl p m bj t f search. To many he is but one object 
of 1 ut f ny They go out into the world seeking 

us th d b ng home in their bag a hundred spoils 

f th w th two words of God at the bottom ; what 

w d f h w d are stifled by the company they are 
found in. In fact the words themselves flee away at the first 
opportunity; they will not st«y to breathe that fetid atmo- 
sphere. A man that diligently socks God, has renounced the 
search of other things ; to this one port he liies him crowding 
all canvass, watohing all that favors, all tliat opposes; knowing 
that the provision on board will suffice only so fur as to that 
port. To neglect the least gale that blows, to lose the least 
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current, to he ombuidcntd with eir^o m the least dtgree, 
may involve the destruction ot II flie coiuiatnder of ^ueh 
a vessel thinks of the port nnd of tlie means of renchmg it, 
while he eats while he drinks while he f ilka while he sleeps 
even; his eye continually winders from his chart to his com- 
piLsH, thence to his saiN tlicucc to the ■'ky thence to the sea, 
thence to his lucii them,!, to ]il. chut )_iid 



There is an tiront u id a of suhniission abitil in the 
world. Quite hkeiy the error obi mis in the Church to some 
extent. Theie are many thin,js in our condition here to 
whicli we are simply tailed to submit Ood Ins placed them, 
and woe to him who would seek to di&plice thtm But there 
are other thincs which h-tro been ph ed m our mj expressly 
that we might enter into conflict with them ind ovLieomo 
them. There are d fficultics plmd in our path to ._i\e us op. 
poi'tunities of evmcma; what faith courage porseveranee wis- 
dom, energy, pnjtrtolne^a de\otedne=sare in ua God with 
holds some things from us, with a prohibition, it is treison to 
go on seeking themj and he witliholds other things, by way 
of incitation ; that we may be stirred up to en^^age with all 
fiiith and assiduity in the search for them; and that the con- 
quest of them may be the reward of valiant and all-conquering 
endeavor. 

If wo understand the Christian doctrine of submission, as 
implying that we are to drag ourselves feebly, faintly along 
tlie pathway of life; that there is to be no great forth-putting 
of power in connection with us ; we understand it wrongly. 
Because we are the servants of God, are we therefore to be 
without energy, choice, decision, determination, perseverance? 
la the voluntary part of our nature to be plucked up by the 
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roots 7 Is there nothing in the way of enterprise to challenge 
the highest exercise of all our powers ? Surely there is. Ue- 
hold David, the Shepherd's boy. When lie saw the bear and 
afterwards the lion come near the fiock, he did not say, " tlod 
hath sent these, and it would be fool-hardy or sinful in me to 
resist thorn." Perhaps he said, " God has sent these to prove 
me, that I may show what courage and fidelity and faith are 
in me." At all events he engaged them in the name of his 
God and slew them. 

When we ask. and do not obtain, we are not always to siip- 

1 d by tl 1 f C d to be n ore urgent, more be- 

1 II Sy PI w m w uld have done wrong 

h d 1 g > bu wh Christ gave signs that 

h p y was t t b t 1 By 1 lith Jacob had power 

wthbd dp Id Fth t a new condition of 

th n"S th t t b m ped t f God to grant what 

th rw w Id h b w hi Id He will say " No" to 
less iaith and " \es to more faith. All things are possible to 
him that believeth. When we get nigh to God, let us make 
the most of our advantage. Let ua obtain great blessings not 
only for ourselves, but for others. Let us view God as he is 
revealed at the cross, and not care much for the apparent 
frown of his providence, but contend with it and get the 
better of it, by faith. 



of Iho life lliut Don is, and of tliat which i^ to come."-~l Tiniothj iv. 8. 

The life Ifmt now is. Covetousncas reading this begins to 
glow with delight; it exclaims, " This is the very thing I seek ; 
' the life that now is ;' and of course ' that which is to come.' 
lleligioa is a good thing after all; I will give myself to it at 
once." But the promise is not to thee, covetousness ; it ia 
to godliness. It is tn the soul in which covetousness is dead; 
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to the godly soul, which says, "One thing is needful;" whoae 
affections are set on things above; which looks upon the favor 
of God as life, and upon- worldliness as death. This promiaa 
is to the follower of Christ who bus taken up his cross and co- 
venanted to ahandon the patlis of worldly pleasure. Yes; the 
promise of the life that now is can only be made to bim who 
has leai-ned to look upon life as a means of serving God, glori- 
tying Christ, revealing the truth and workiiig out salvation. 
He that is absorbed in the life that now is, loses both this life 
and that which is to come ; he that is godly, that lives unto 
God, gains this life and that which is to come. Gains this 
life, because his sorrow is worth, a hundred times over, the 
joy of the ungodly; bis iife is not a prey to vanity; his days 
are so many steps toward a blissful condition; and God ap- 
proves. Gains it, because all things work together for his 
good; — gains it, because all the promises are his; he has 
peace; he has joy, love, humility, purity, and a hope that will 
not fail him. 



NoVKMDER 12.— "Tho angel of the Lord encampctli round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them."— Psalm iixlv. 7, 

Ulany are the afflictions of the righteous, but out of them 
all the Lord delivereth them. If wordly men are competent 
to efleot the deliverance, the Lord accomplishes it by them. 
If saints are needed, saints are employed. If the impedi- 
ments cannot be removed in this way, if supernatural aid is 
necessary, then the angels receive their commission. If an 
army of these invincible ones are needed, they are sent, and 
under the guidance of their leader they encamp around about 
the imperilled believer. If the work tn be performed is be- 
yond the prowess of any created beinga, the Omnipotent Spirit 
hastens to put forth his irresistible energies in behalf of his 

All our biogiaphies are necessarily very imperfect. We 
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have not in this world the materials for writing them. Tha 
moat remarkable incidents have to be omilt«d, or jtist sha- 
dowed forth, as the documents relating to the operations of 
one's invisihle attendants are not with us, but in the other 
world. If only our eyes were opened, like those of the ser- 
vant of Elisha, to behold these celestial auxiliaries with their 
fiery chariots ! 



NovEirBEH 13. — "I have loved thee with itD eyerlasting love." — Jei*- 

God considered that this life of ours is very short, very fu- 
gitive, and that crowd it as he might with expressions of his 
kindness, he never would be able to give anything like a suf- 
ficient revelation of ht3 io\e So he resolved to take time 
beforehand, a great deal of it ind fill all heaven and earth, 
from the very beginning on continuously with the manifesta- 
tions of his love to the creature thitw-is to live in this our 
day, was to hover for a little about the middle of this century, 
and then be gone. "When by the recovering grace of Christ 
we have been brought to take delight in the knowledge of tho 
love of God, we find that God was mindtul tf ua m the fir 
off days of a bj-gone eternity; and myriads of years ago 
placed in the depths of space suns, whose njs swift- (rivel ling 
should reach our locality in onr diy and issure us that he 
thought of us wh n the morn ng stars first sang toother He 
thought of us ; and scarce had the tran^gr ss on of Adam 
brought a curse upo the w rid n wh eh we were to have ex 
istence, when Goi haste ed to ann un e that n the tulness of 
time, his own Son should con c nto the w rli and dbsoib in 
his own person the man ful I <, rae If w labor lain to find 
the beginning of th s love much more sh 11 we labcr in ^am 
to learn the future durat on of t 
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NovEMDEB 14.— "I will put my Ian in their inward parts and write it 

The law of God is written in our htirts when it ia the best 
expression of our desiiea the be«t description of our tastes 
and affections the best enundation of our resolutions, the true 
exponent ot our faith th*, most conspicuous thing' in our mem- 
ories It IS written in jur hearts when our words give utter- 
ance to It in thousand fold modulation ; when our acta embody 
it; when our influence is its influence. When Christ abides 
in our heart by faith, then is the law written in our hearts. 
When we are led by the Spirit of God. When we call our- 
selves unprofitable servants and repudiate our own righteous- 
ness. When the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost given unto ua. 



Of the fear here so honorably spoken of, suffice It now to 
say that it is not by any means a sentiment that repels from 
God, but on the contrary one that draws to God. They that 
fear the Lord, in the honorable and Scriptural sense, are they 
who are powerfully affected by the promise here given. To 
the great majority of men, alas, to many who assume the name 
of Christians, the promise here recorded possesses no charm. 
Their spirits are no way stirred within them by the prospect 
of being made the eonfldants of God. They shall not be his 
confidants. This singularly exalted condition is, for them to 
whom is the promise, like a day-star arising in the heart,— like 
a cyna^nre drawing them patiently, perse veringly, earnestly on 
in the pathway of obedience, faith and love. Abraham was 
the friend of God ; and God approved himself a friend indeed i 
be would not hide from him the thing which was hidden from 
all the rest of the world. Mosea too was the friend of God, 
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and brought into surprising intimacy ; the secret yf the Lord 
was with him. " Henceforth," said Christ to the apostles, " I 
call you not servants but friends; for all things whatsoever I 
have heard of mj Father, I have made known unto you." 

And doubtless there are those now upon the earth who re- 
cline as it were upon the bosom of their Lord and drink in 
Lis most secret communications, unintelligible to others. They 
partake of hidden manna. " To him that ovoreometh, Christ 
e;iveth a white stone, and in the stone a new name written 
which no man knoweth, saving he that receiveth it." 

But, in Christ is not the veil done away, so that we all with 
open face behold the glory of the Lord ? Yes, but we do not 
all behold all glory. The degrees of glory are in number in- 
finite. Great is the mystery of godliness; and veil after veil 
must be removed before we shall see him as he is. Perhaps 
there is nothing we all so much need to learn as this, that there 
is something beyond, of which our past experience is not able 
to give us any conception. The mystery that lies before us we 
are not conscious of; we are conscious of what we know, not 
of what we do not know. It is a great thing to be brought to 
see the veiled glory before ua in our path ; to get the concep- 
tion of an attainable intimacy that is much beyond anything 
we have known. 

Men may pervert; Satan mfy counterfeitj but the word of 
God remains in its integrity for the children of God. The 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him. Not in the 
way of some new revelation, estra-scriptural ; but by opening 
their eyes to behold wonderful things in the word of God; 
things that ordinary eye hath not seen, ear not heard, heart 
not conceived. 

o God by thy 

Men irf this world look with ineffable scorn upon the ous- 
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tmna, sentiments and language of those whose chief pleasui 
is in cclebcuting the dj'ing lovo of Chvist, crucified for sinnev 
They detest, they loathe the language of many of our hymns 
for example, such lines as these : 

"Dear dying Lat 



b, thy preoiuus bbod 








ned church nf tlod 






«,,)wo 




ocabu- 




b blccd- 




blood, 




d Irivcl- 



J the 



radl- 

penetrated with the seraphic melody of countless golden harps, 
and the harmonious chants of myriads of voices; and should 
bring to their notice that these beatified myriads were engaged 
in adoring the same being whom those Christians were praising, 
and addressing him, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, in 
the very same — the identical language that they had found so 
offensive in that first assembly. Would this suffice to convince 
them that the wrong taste, the fallacious judgracDt, tho insanity 
are 01 their part rather than on that of the psalm-singing 
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NovEtrBRH ir— "Your adversary the devil, as a rraring '.ion w.ilfccth 
obout, fietkiug whom he may devour," — 1 Petec v. S, 

Tlie reference here would seem to be to the efforts made to 
Intiiuiikte the folloivers of Christ, by penal enuctnienta, tmn- 
guinary edicts, or by popular violence. The early Christiana 
were summoned before magistrates and commanded to renounce 
the faith they had embraced or had shown theuiselves ready u) 
embrace, by some unequivocal act of homage to a heathen di- 
vinity or lo the image of the eniperor. Satan made himself 
as terrible as possible, saying, " Cast away your confidence, or 
1 will tear you limb from limb," But it was not by resisting 
him that men were dcvoiired ; it was by succumbing to him. 
They that were terrified by his roar, and driven from the ob- 
noxious path, became his prey. Tliough we have no Roman 
Emperors to launch against us withering edicts, yet the adver- 
sary has not by any means ceased to go about as a roaring lion ; 
ho still deals in intimidation. Thousands are hindered from 
coming out of the world by his monitory roar, which threatens 
them with the wrath of the world if they have anything to 
do with the life of faith. Sometimes the consciousness of sin 
is made the means of producing alarm. The convinced sinner 
is made to see his sins standing like so many genii of tremen- 
dous stature and intolerable wrath along the pathway of re- 
demption. The aim of the adversary, in these loud heart- 
melting roars, is to drown the still small voice of the Spirit 
of God, so that we may not hear the assurance of divine help 
and infallible deliverance. The adversary roars now like ii 
lion ; but if we meet him, he becomes less and less a lion, and 
eventually takes to ignominious flight ; but the Spirit of God, 
speaking like a dove, if we refuse to hearken to him, shall 
finally be hoard in a voice louder than ten thousand thunders, 
ehall come to us clothed in all the wrath of the Lamb ; and 
who shall then be able to stand, what heart sliall then endure? 
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NovEJiBEn 18.— " Murk the perfect mnn Rrd behold tlie upright; for 
the end of that man is peiieo."— Psal.il XXivii. 37. 

Wo are hcie called upon to observe tlie providential wisdora 
and faithfulness of God, shown in his care of the jjood. We 
are not merely to glance at these good ones, bnt Uy keep our 
eye upon thcni ; for though God's providence may, for a season, 
appear to be adverse to them, yet at the end it will he found 
that he has led them carefully by his all-righteous hand. Not 
that they will die in affluence, in splendor, or in great worldly 
honor; but they shall cshibit their sure trust in God by a 
triinquil and serene deportment, by a heavenly peace, by a 
prayer breathed for their enemies in the very hour when they 
are stnnod tn death. 

But there are many who say, " Show us the perfect man; 
let us see the upright man ; we look for such in vain." AVe 
answer. The Judge of all the earth sees some whom he is wil- 
ling thus to designate ; it is a reproach to you, if you know 
them not. He says not, the perfect ongel, but the perfect man ; 
in other words the sinner who hia lurned from the error of 
his wa,j nl lee ne iio.t j ta t rep c s vl at Cod 
would I e 1 m to be Tl eje of God wander ng o e the 
o tspreal ranks of 1 un n j epo es at le ^th upon o e who 
ha g reco^n zed h s d p Ijed gu 1 1 is m nent d n er 
and fie 1 for r fup,e to tl e Kcdcemer h s c scorj cd h mself 
to (. od de t fied h n self w tl the cau. e a 1 v h I e pe pie 
of dod and g en h mselt to the & udy and p &u t of p rfec 
t ou Such are 1 n^ ep sties k w a d read of all n e 
by the r 1 e^ rel ^ ously coodem n^ eon nc ng in t g 
persuad , oti ers The r tch mony 1 ke that oi the word of 
God S d s ked and spok n ga at 

If indeed you have sincerely looked and looked in vain, then 
he alarmed at the thought of the evil days upon which you 
have fallen. For such men are the sait of the earth ; and 
when they are withdrawn, swift destruction eometh. If (here 
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are none such, how mucli reason is thei 
seek by the gmce of God, to be suoli. 



NOTEHBER IS.—" Ue that ovcroomclli shall iaiwrit all things."— Rcve- 

Sell all that thou hast and give to the poor, Baja Christ. 
Except a man forsake all that he bath, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple. Having food and raiment, let us be therewith content. 
Give ns this day our daily bread. We are crucified unto the 
world and the world unto us. 

Naturally, we grasp at all. We embrace with our hands all 
that we possibly can, and embrace the rest with our desires. 
What we arc not able to inscribe with our nanje as possessor, 
we inscribe with our name as candidate. Now, when we go 
over to Christ, we have to detach ourselves from all this. We 
renounce all. We bring the little of the world that we pos- 
sess, and the remainder of the world that we longed after, and 
lay all dowa at the feet of Christ. By faith wc learn U) be- 
hold all excellence in him, and to find our world in him. When 
perfected in this we inherit all things. 

It is a dishonorable thing for the sons of God to be co-part- 
ners with ungodly men ; and the ungodly possess this earth 
and the things that arc therein ; the degradation of sin has 
passed like a tremendous wave over the whole globe, and ren- 
dered all unfit for the people of God. But a day cometh when 
the wicked shall he driven hence ; when a new heaven and a 
new earth shall appear ; thou the saints shall inherit all things. 
Xhe idea of possession current in this base world, involves the 
idea of privation for others. We only possess when others do 
not possess. But in the world to come of which we speak, it 
is very different. Nothing is so much deprecated there as ex- 
clusive possession. A thing is there only pn^sessed when all 
possess it. It is the world of love, and nothiTjg dae is called 
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gaiD that involves priviitioti for olhors. Wliat makes this in- 
heritance of ail thiugs so entrancing, is that many otliora in- 
herit with ua. Their joy, their glory, their wealth, are the 
most imjiortant elements io our joy, glory and wealth. 



November 30.—" The God of all comfort."— 2 Corinlhions [. 3. 

Oo(l is represented to us as the God of all patience and con- 
eolation, the God of peace, the God of hope, the God of grace, 
the God of comfort, all expressions denoting his relations to 
his people, and designed to reveal him to thcui as the all-suf- 
ficient and inexhaustihle fountuin of peace, patience, and com- 
fort. As often as the word comfort is nientioncd, and how 
often it is ! our thoughts should be spontaneously turned from 
the petty, the misnamed comfort of earth, to the infinite Com- 
forter. Do we know him as the God of all comfort? 

He brought his people out of Kgjptj removed them from 
the land of Goshen to the wilderness; from their homes, their 
hearths, their associations, thesr accustomed board, to a waste 
snd howling wilderness, where no fields waved with plenty, 
where no fertilizing and gladdening streams were seen where 
the sun smote them by day, and wild beasts prowled hj night 
Was he in this a God of comfort? Many of them thought 
not, they murmured against him. Yet their descendants 
through all generations, regarded this act of God as an amaz- 
ing proof of his love : as indeed it was. In the absence of 
earthly comforts, the sufficiency of God came out gloriously. 
No people were ever more tenderly cared for than they were. 
He led them with the gentleness of a good shepherd. He 
would very soon have brought them into a land flowing with 
milk and boncj, had they suffered him 
33 
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November 21.— " The Lord takcth plc-iaure in hia people.". Pialm 
oilix. 4. 

If this world slioulJ resolve to send iiii ciiiliasFy to the most 
high God, whom would it choose ? Well, the princes of this 
world would be represented ; the hrother of some Czar, or the 
nephew of soiuc Emperor would go for thciu. The bishops 
and high clergy would be represented bj some legate of ample 
wealth. The literary world would eeiid Boiiie Gcethe, or Con- 
fucius, or Plato. The merchants would send a Rothschild. 
The artists would find a Raphael. There would bo an erniined 
judge and a decorated physician. The military would send a 
Hannibal, the transcendentidists a Kant. All orders would be 
represented. But if, as the servant of some one of tliis com- 
pany, a meek and lowly Christian might obtain permission to 
go, this one alone of all the company would be permitted to 
enter the audience-chamber of God. He taketh pleasure in 
such, not in the wise, the noble, the wealthy, the luitred. Like 
him may we learn to take pleasure in sueh. 



NoTEMBEn 22. "This is Ihe promise ttat he hn.th promiaeil ua, even 
Blernai life." I Johiili. 25. 

Not that we shall be exempt from loss, disappointment, sick- 
ness, human unkindness, embarrassment, vesation, insult, defa- 
mation, humiliation ; not that wo shall have in this world all 
the displays of providential &vor on which we may have cai- 
euKtedj these are not the things promised; the promise 
that ho hath promised us is eternal life. God may have dealt 
strangely with thee, my soul ; but say frankly, has he at all 
dealt with tliee in a way to hinder the fulfilment of the prom* 
ise made thee ? 

We are saved by hope. He that beliovcth bath eternal life; 
he hath entered upon it; he is living a new life, one that 
Btretches out into eternity; but what he has experienced is 
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onlj thp beginiiing of it. We kauw not jct wliit "ne Bhall 
be; ap the intatit little knows what is the lift, it possesses what 
its endowm(,nta its fcuseeptibilities, its pniileges 

This promisL ot eternal life is the door opening out from 
tile gloom of thi^ world into the ever blooming jaradi'e of 
God T ) the common ear of man it is in empty sound Men 
care nothing for etinial lite, because they know nothing of 
life. A man must have experience of lite before he can hail 
with rapture the promise that that life sh ill be ctem illy his 
What, is life ? Life in God is life. Aiital conscKus umon 
of the soul with God through Christ; so tint the individual 
is transferred to God; his body, his sou! lis m der landing 
his atfections, his desires, his purposes, all under the d rection 
of God ; not in such a way as tc diminish m the least his lu 
dividuality, his voluntariness; but to enhance it refine it per 
foct it; this is life. Now with regard to the mtre life of the 
body, hardly any one has it in perfection death and decay 
have set their marks on all. Of even the merely eorpireal 
life of paradise, wo have but a faint shadow Similarly with 
regard to those who have entered upon eternal life spiritual 
life is with them a matter of degree; one has it in one de.rree 
one in another; but who h'ls it in perfLCtion? According t 
the de„'ree in which we posse=s it does the simple promise of 
eternal life seem to us a sufficient dowry a talisman under 
the mfluoiKe of whith deserts are no longer dc^erti to u= jii 
Titions no longer privituras 

iternal life and ■ill things essentially conducive to it; such 
js fur portion Sometimes Satan may creep into our imagins/- 
tion nnd persuade us that sonii- briirht and beautiful phantom, 
eome lo\eIy creation wrought out of the ttnff that rainbows 
are madi, of is obsolulely nece=sarj to tin, iveb of our eternal 
lite an! then we clin_ to it with something of the tenacity of 
our love to Christ , Sitm Hughs but wo awake in spite of 
him, and notftilhst indiiig IhLSCir it hoart soon satiate our- 
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Belvea with that better portion, now better understood. God 
builds the bridge bj which we pass into the unclouded region 
of eternal life, stone by st«ne, as we step by step advance; 
every day he iays down the stone on which wc are that day to 
put our foot. Some behoiding the far-stretching morass before 
them and discerning no bridge, refuse td advance; they wait 
for God; but God has put down a stone for them, and will 
add no other until they have begun to walk. 



November 23.—" Thy people shall bo H LIUng in the .Wy of Ihj- power." 

Voluntarily, heartily following thy banners; volunteering to 
yield their subst-ance, to forsake their hearths, to fight the good 
fight of faith. In that day there will be no constraint or dis- 
traint; no legal enactments to maintain a ininiatry; no politi- 
cal alliance, no dependance on the state. The willingness of 
Christ's people will afibrd all the scope that is reijuiaite for 
the manifestation of Christ's power. Then shall be heard a 
loud voice exclaiming, " Now is come salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ." 
The great dragon, that old serpent, is cast out, when there is 
no longer aught intermediate between Christ and his people ; 
when his servants are willing to recognize him as their own 
Master. 

Oh, reader! Brother or sister, hast thou anything of the 
spirit that animated Isaiah in the hour when he said, " Here 
am I, send me ?" How few there are that have wills like the 
will of Christ. How difiieuit it is to find a workman for Christ 
when the work is at all difiieuit. How long must we advertise 
for a missionary to go out into the highways and hedges, that 
he may constrain men to come in. But when the work is of a 
less trying character, the emoluments greater, how many can- 
didates we have. Oh, what an uuwihing age it is, with all tta 
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boasted piety. All tUe world's promises tnUBt be mingled with 
the promises of Christ, in order to induce Christians, what we 
call Christians, to do some special work for Christ. Christ and 
the king must go into partnership, then men will enlist under 
the bannei-a thiit are culled by kingly courtesy the banners of 
Christ. OU, the dread hlindness that has fallen upon us all. 
When, oh, when shall there he found a willing people for 
Christ ? Men that shall say with Paul, " I do this thing wil- 
fingly," and give proof of what they say? A Church volun- 
tarily contributing, laboring, preaching, abstaining, and in a 
word, accomplishing all the functions of a Church, uncon- 
strained, and purely because Christ wills ii? 



November 24— "His (ruth aholl be thy stield aod buckler."— Pea! m 

When the adversary heard, hy the wafers of Jordan, a voice 
from heaven exclaiming, " This is my beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased," ho started like one who suddenly discovers a 
hostile army in the heart of his dominions. Fast he followed 
him on whom the Ixird had lain help, followed him to the wil- 
derness, and rained upon him those missiles by which he had 
conquered in ten thousand battles. He said to himself no 
doubt, " Adam was the Sou of God and bore the image of 
God; was I not victorious over him? Who is this that Com- 
eth down from God out of heaven? and what is his armor?" 
His iirmor was simply the word of God. This was his shield 
and buckler; and all the fiery darts of the adversary were 
hurled in vain. The shield by which Christ came victorious 
out of his combats with the prince of the power of the air, 
he took not away with him to heaven, but left for his people. 
Satan gnashes his teeth when he sees it in the hand of some 
puny stripiing, a candidate for heaven ; for it tells him of 
lu.iddening defeats sustained hy lilin ol' old. Yes, thou little 
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one, thou hast a huckler of amazing virtue ! Tf t!ie shield of 
Achilles was suug by Homer, who shall sing the praises of thj 
Ehield ? 

This shield has strange properties. It is only against the 
advcrsarie'- of the Lird (! it it is of aoy avail. It is only a 
follower of Chri'it that v\n 1 tt it It is only while one walks 
in the appointed path that he can lift, it let him turn to the 
right hand or the left and immediately it becomes heavy as 
iron. What a sad speet'jcle to see a poor deluded being drag- 
ging it ifter him with ill hiS m ^ht Instead of a shield it is 
to him a learful incumbrance N Dt there not there, my friend ! 
Come to till, kings highway tht,n will it be to you a shield 



ly. 55. 

In great cities we find roonumenta] arches, columns, obelisks 
and tablets, telling of victories won by man over man ; but 
death writes his name loftily on all those, saying, " Man's vic- 
tories are my vicfflrics." But the monumental trophies of 
death are found in all cities great and small, in al! places, in 
feet. Death lords it everywhere and over all. Scarcely has 
humanity begun to put on nobility or virtue in any quarter, 
before death appears and sweeps away the excellent object, 
terrifying the stricken admirers with the display of its pro- 
digious power. 

Yet we make bold te say, " Where is thy victory, grave ? 
Where, death, thy sting?" We tell death to the face that 
the captives whom lie has appiirently taken are not to be found 
in his chambers. In fact we can point to thera in mansions 
where death has no admission. We can show the Son of God, 
once dead on Calvary, standing at the right hand of the Maj- 
esty on high. And with him the saints redeemed from the 
earth, the ncble, the beautiful, the virtuous, dwelling in hitbita- 
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tions not made with bands, clothed in purity, exempt from 
pain and sorrow, and not at all despondent because of their 
maria.1 rein;i!iis sleeping in dust. How art thou become a pic- 
ture of confusion, death, standing there with a crumblinp; 
bone in thy hand and looking at a celestial being walking amid 
the groves of the New Jerusalem, once connected with earthly 
life by that bone, now wearing many crowns of perfection be- 
stowed by him who died and rose again I After having eon- 
qiiei'ed all, behold, thou art thyself conquered, and a new in- 
violable life given to those who once succumbed to thee. Be- 
hold the keys of death and hades are in the hands oi' our Lord; 
and what wonder if hereafter thou shouldst be compelled to 
restore even the dust of the once dead. Sweep as thou wilt 
with thy scythe from pole to pole; there is a sword impending 
over thee. Thou thyself shalt die. What canst thou do to 
him whose life is hid with Christ in God ? He will sit upon 
a throne in the day when thou shalt be driven to darkness. 



NoYEliBKIiSe.— "Tlipm also who sleep io Jcaua, will God bring with 
him."—] Thcssoloninna iv. 14. 

The Jews who gnashed with their teeth on Stephen, hurried 
him forth without the walls of Jerus^ilem, and Stoned him to 
death with a furj like that with which they had crucified his 
master and forerunner, would have been confounded to learn 
that the stoned Stephtn wis after all not dead, but sleeping a 
heavenly and exquisite sleep They will see him when he 
awakes, when he cimes forth again, his spirit from the cham- 
bf,rs of the sk es his dust from the chambers of earth ; when 
Stephen with his face shining indeed like that of an angel, 
(■omt.fh with the thounands of saints and with the king of 
Baints This sleep of the righteous is simply with reference 
to this world, they are disrobed for a season from this visible 
scene; they are in a slumber so that we cannot hold Converse 
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with them. Their awakening has also reference f-o this earth; 
tliey are to come agam with powers sublimely recruited. But 
while seleep with refereuce to us, they are awake with refer- 
ence to heaven. They are with the spirits of just men made 
perfect. 

The advent we look for is the advent of all the good. We 
look back to them in history, we look forward to them in 
prophecy. Their advent will be a baptism of fire for this 
earth. Heaven will come with them The throne of God 
with them; Christ with them Shillwt, bt. there i* When 
the Lamh's hook uf life is openid shall our n'lmes be read 
off? If we now lne in Jes is wi, shall 1 ep in Jesus, and 
afterwards appear nith h m in G;lorj 



November 27.—" I am he that Hveth and was dead."— Rov elation i. IS. 

Tcs Lord the fact tf thy death is an inextinguishahle fact 
Nothing IS moie impo iibk more incoTii„LH able than that the 
prints of the nails should be effiitd fium thj hind the mem 
ory of thy agony from thy heart or fnm thy Fathers heart, 
the chants of angels and redeemed ones die out and leive no 
echo in heaven The story of the cro^a has indeed inwoven 
itself with <[i existences, the whole uimcrse has bathed in it 
and got a richer life Thy death is the etproasion of divine 
love to me, and I ha\e consequently a most jrofound intertst 
in the memornls of that dt ith Thy cross does not merely 
tell of &jd but of me, of Gods love to me, and when thou 
sayest, " I am alire for evermore," that is the same as saying, 
God's love for me liveth for evermore. God ai.d I live together 
in thee. The story of the cross is the story of me; it is my 
name and my magnificent destinies that frc inwoven with 
ill esistenees, mentioned in all elianta of heaven. There is 
not an angel of heaven that would venture to remain ignorant 
of mo. For, Christ tasted death for me. 
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HoTRUBER 28.— ■ Jly mercy nill I keep for him fjr evermore " — Psalm 

Ever bestowed, never exhausted. The vessel th if coiitaina 
it is one tliat can never be emptied. God hiniaelf la a vcsj!el 
of mercy to communicat* nierey to me; jnd 1 am a vessel of 
mercy to receive that mercy. To say that GoJ will I.eep merey 
is to say that God will keep himself. There is merey in him ; 
and I am its object. Mercy first makes me au appropriate 
object for itself, and ever after keeps me so. I can say to my 
soul, " Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years : 
laid up too in a granary safer than any granary of earth ; 
enough for thy wants in time and in et«rnity ; eat, drink, and 
take thine ease. Eat the Ibod of angels j drink the water of 
life ; experience the true rest of the soul in Christ." 

November 29.—" Tho Lord bath set apart him that ia godlj for him. 
[elf."— I'BiJoi iv. 3. 

Set him apart by making him godly; teaching him to set 
his affections upon things above; to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness; to count all things worthless in comparison with 
the eicelleney of the knowledge of Christ; to meditate day 
and night in God's word ; to cultivate a prayerful habit of 
mind; to delight in the society of the people of God; and to 
hold all personal interests of trivial moment in comparison with 
the interests of the Gospel, the extension of Christ's kingdom, 
the salvation of souls. Take a worldly man in the midst of 
worldly companions ; with them seeking now pleasure, now 
wealth, now renown; with them despising the Bible and the 
men that reverence it. Let now an arrow from the quiver of 
the Almighty, au arrow dipped in the blood of the Lamb, wing 
its way to hie heart. Suddenly a mighty revolution is wrought 
in that heart. Repentance creates a perfect anarchy, and faith 
erects the throne of God; he is now a new man, a godly man. 
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He begins with joy to relate his new experiences te his com- 
panions; thej Usten with amazement; draw ofi to a little diB- 
tanco to see if the fit will pass; and when the j find him a 
veritable heliever, an enthusiastic and incurable tervant of 
Christ, they flee far from him as (houj^h he were a leper. It 
IH not that he is alienated from them, that he takes no longer 
an interest in them ; he takes, it is likely, a deeper interest in 
them than ever he did before; but his new feelings, aims, 
tastes are such as thoj eannot at all sympathize with. Thus 
he is set apart. 

But he is set apart for the Lord. For the Lord to blera. 
To receive the manifestations of God. lo undeisUxud the de- 
signs of God. To be comforted by the prouii&i.B of God To 
be the servant of God, his witness, his stewaid his son To 
declare the Gospel, To be the dcpositorj oi the Holy Spirit. 
To suffer. To be poor in spirit. To search the word. To 
run the race of giory. To come off conqueror. To inherit 
all things. 

Perhaps, reader, you are not thus set apart. You are at 
home in the world, and the world is at home with you. You 
are of it. There is nothing that jars in yonr intercourse with 
it. And perhaps you know of some one that is set apart from 
you and your world. You feel that there is a wall betwixt 
him and you, a high impracticable wall. What he loves, jou 
cannot love; what he beholds, you care not to behold; what 
he disdains, you value; and what he flees from, you allow. 
You know that be was not always thus ; and there is something 
deep within you testifying that nothing less than a divine power 
has wrought this change. Now if God hath set him apart 
for himself, what is your condition ? He has been taken and 
you have been left. He has been taken for God; you have 
been left for Satan. He has been taken ibr mercy, you have 
been left for wrath. The ark has received him, the deluge 
awaila you. ile has been sealed with the seal of God; the 
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ing angel wjll p 
forehead is not seen thi 



s bv him and speed to you on whose 
[lame of God. 



-" The ppa 



of God which |)aaseth all unden 



It is possible that by the peace of God is here meant the 
d. p h m f God. To get anything like a concep- 
God, it is needful to know the barrier of 
between you and God. We may view 
erected around yourself to hinder God 
m p to exclude his messengers, his word, the 

d ce, his law, his summons to judgment, 
ra of him. Or, we may contemplate the 

p igher than the highest heaven, deeper 

es built by the perfections of God around 

m es forbidding every transgressor even to 
m ich not the combined force of all angels 

d without, would ever have removed one 
to B ty middle wall of partition, Christ, des- 

B ath pierced with gateways, adorned with 

g- 'ery several stone, once breathing defi- 

nsparent for the smile of God to come 
r the lision of your everlasting inherit- 
ou. Truly such a peace as this tbso- 
pe. h most Holy One and you, a once robel- 

p. crstnnding. This amity is not a merely 

m rely the removal of wrath. This peace 
rtd m Harmony is the perfection of sotind, 

nd. The return to the soul of Goi), in 
peace, leads at once to an inefFable discourse, a uielodious com- 
merce of the two spirits finite and infinite. And not only iJo ; 
hut this peace begets another peace (if it be another) between 
the various souls thus reconciled Co God. They are so brought 
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together in harmony that a marvellous correspondence of love 
spontaneously commences. Scpirated formerly by a multitude 
of individual interests, they now love one another in fervor 
and purity. There is a harmony in the different powers and 
appetites of the individiial sonl. There is peace within ; peace 
with God, peace with the people of God. This spiritual luusio 
beginning at the tlirone ol' God and flowing through all godly 
Bouls in heaven and in earth, and returning to the great source 
again, is by the unreconciled unlieard, unsuspected; it passeth 
understanding. 

December 1.— "The tycs of tlie Lord am oyer the Hglitcioua, and hia 



This is a truth quite diatmet fiom tliat of the o 
of God. That God should be oiumscienl isonethjng, that 
his omniscience ''liould be for me, is another thing ies it is 
a subUme proposition that omniscience and omnipotence should 
enl«r into everlasting alliincc with the weakness and blindneefi 
of a creature. The righleoua ones here spoken of ire they 
that fling away their own righteousness as dross, and make 
themselves very insignificant It is not because thej are wi"e 
that heavenly wisdom wings ila way to them ; not because they 
are good and strong that divine goodness and power are their 
perpetual auxiliaries You need not envy them the attention 
they receive from the King of kings; they would never have 
been noticed hy him if they had had any such righteousness 
as you boast of. 

How hard it is for you to see what is the true life divinely 
appointed for man and hastily relinquished by him. Man's 
perfection is something utterly difierent from what man con- 
eiders it to be, Man goes on building himself up in goodness. 
He expects or aims to carry his edifice t« the skies. A little 
more and I shall bo there, he says as often as he puts down 
one new stone. He does not take note that the heavens are 



:,AjC50gIe 



DAILY MEDITATIONS. 397 

lising above liim. Though a thousnnd }j;iants should undertake 
to help with his tower, and should carry it ffl the height of a 
mile, would he be any nearer the heavens? Mount Blano 
would look down in pity and toll him of the moon a quarter 
of a million of miles high. The moon would look down in 
pity and tell him of the sun a hundred millions of miles high. 
The sun would look down in pity and tell him of Saturn a 
thousand miliions away. And Saturn would say, " We are in 
the lowest depths of the heavens. Ascend to us and your ele- 
vation will be, in comparison with the starry heavens, as the 
tiniest ant-hill in coinpatison with Chiinborazo." For six 
thousand years humanity has been possessed by this mad dream 
of a perfection starting from earth and growing up into the 
heavens. It is a forlorn error. No, the perfection of humanity 
is in giving way to Cod. Cast down, ciist down that paltry 
edifice; give up the notion of your own independent goodness; 
and make room for the goodness of Cod in you. Let Cod 
work in you to will and to do of his good pleasure. And 
think not tliat this self-renunciation is death ; it is the true 
life ; the life of God in the soul is life indeed ; the energy of 
Cod is energy indeed; and the moral beauty of God is moral 
beauty indeed. 

Drcemdeh?.— "Heaven and earth aball pass awaj, but mj words shall 

On the day when these words were spoken, had it been an- 
nounced in Kome that there was one then speaking whose 
words would never pass away, some would have said, " It must 
he the Emperor, his words will outlive all." Others would have 
fixed upon a certain historian; others upon an orator; others 
upon a poet. But no one woald have conceived that a despised 
Galilean seated upoa a hill opposite Jerusalem, and conversing 
with his disciples, was speaking words that would outlive all 
othere. The sjiu.iker died by the bauds of men; he passed 



)y Google 



OifO DAILY JIEDITATIONS. 

away from earth; but his words have been living in the worlJ 
■with a most tvcvneniious hfe froui that d;iy (o this. 'J'hcy smote 
Judaism; they went forth and assuilod all relifrions of the 
earth; they returned and overthrew Jenisaloiii ; thoy wrestled 
with Rome in her pride and overcame her; the niightiest sya- 
temn fled from before them; they made the wilderness to blos- 
som as the rose. After the lapse of eighteen centuries our 
report is this, that every day eight thousand copies of the 
Scriptures, the testimony of Jesus, are added to the many 
millions already existing in hundreds of languages. 

Especially, had the philosophora of Athens and of Rome 
heard the words of which this immortality and universal vic- 
tory were predicted, wonld they have deemed their fulfilment 
incredible. That he should be crucified and his doctrine be 
none the less promulgated; that his disciples should be hated 
of all men, yet should none the less spend their time and 
Strength in preaching his gospel ; that the Jews should be car- 
ried eaptive into all lands; and a multitude of other things 
of equally improbable realization, were distinctly foretold by 

What a wonderful thing that we should be in the world 
along with these all-eonquering words. A legion of angels 
would not effect such changes in the successive generations of 
men, as these words of the Lord Jesus. We have something 
that will outlive the heavens and the earth, and will judge us, 
you and me, In the last day. 



DecbkcekS.— "IIo that belioveth not is condemned alreodj."— Julin 
iii. IS, 

He has pronounced his own condemnation. Christ is the 
test of all men and of all things, livery man that hears of 
Christ, discovers the outline of his character, gets a vision of 
his voluntary suffering, and death, and glorious resurrection, 
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and uiichangiiij; love, and jot boliuvcs not on him, every euch. 
man dechires liiniself to bo unworthy of evorltisting life. 
There is no affinity between him and Christ, and it is easily 
calcuiiitcd, therefore, what are his true affinities. There is no 
need for hiin to perpetrate any signal act of infamy in order 
to bring down condemnation on himself. God has drawn nigh 
to him in the person of the Son ; and. before the essential per- 
fiictions of deity, this man has not bovrcd the knee. When 
(jhrisfc appears in glory, of course every knee shall bow; bub 
in the case of many this tardy homage will be no homage. It 
is not because of liis dazzling glory and irresistible sovereignty 
that Grod claims to be honored and adored; but because of his 
moral excellencies, because oi' the attributes that wore revealed 
upon the cross. 



DECEHnr.ii i.—" Onto tlie upriglit there arisetb li-U in the ^tirkaess." 
— Psulm ciii. i. 

There was thick darkness no doubt in the den where Daniel 
lay; in the dungeon where Paul and Silas sat ; and in the liv- 
ing prison where Jonah was confined. There is no light s 
beautiful, so precious as that which arjseth to make glad the 
countenance of the righteous as he gropes in darkness. He 
Bays, " It is well for me that I have had esperienee of the 
darkness that I might be enraptured with the light." Before 
the light ariseth, there must be a victory of faith in his soul. 
Ho must acquiesce in the darkness for the sake of him that 
sent it. He must say, " This is the proper plaee, the proper 
condition for me." He must wrap his calamity about him like 
a cloak, because of him who hath sent it. Thus a day-star 
arises in his heart; after that the day breaks for him. If the 
light that is in you he darkness how great is that darkness. 
The Holy Ghost lighteth up a light within you, whose mild 
radiance will go far to dissijiate your surrounding c 
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If yon muffle up this inner lantern, in vain will you wait for 
light to arise externally upon your path. 



If we could look into the bixiks of im mortality, and turn 
over its pages of the future, and trace the paths of lijrht he- 
louging to the names that are now ascendant in our skies, we 
should ECO them to be of length une<(ual: one brilliant luiui- 
nary of our day soon vanishing into night, and another passing 
on, but sooner or later, like all the rest disitppearing from the 
heaven of fame. But when the lights of this world shall have 
gone out, then will be seen coming up in indescribable splen- 
dor and overwhelming glory, the names that have nothing now 
connected with them but ignominy and obscurity. Then will 
it be known who are the wise; and men will marvel that they 
ahould have ever remained ignorant a single moment of thia 
unquestionable truth, that they who turn many to righteous, 
ness are wise above all others. 



DeCEJtBER e.—" The Lord loveth judgment nn J furaiikuth nut hb saiDta." 
Paiilm isxYii. 23. 

The faithfulness of tho Lord to his people is secured not 
more by the fact that he delighteth in merey than by the fact 
that be loveth judgment. The propitiation made for sin is so 
effectual that by it all the perfections of Ood become pledged 
to promote the everlasting interests of those who believe. It 
ia God in the unlimited fulness of his nature, not a part of 
God, that is made favorable to the sinner by the blood of Jesus 
The believer should understand that he is not hiking refuge in 
one perfection ol' God against another; but that it is God 
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himself, with all liis attributes, tiiat is reconciied to liim. Be- 
fore he was elotlied with the righteousness of Christ, every 
divine attribute was against him ; love as well as justice. And 
after he is brought nigh through the blood of the Lamb, the 
justice as well as Jove of God guarantees his safety and bless- 

Consider and confess : dost thou not feel, speak and act, in 
thy intercourse with God, as though there were but a paitial 
reconciliation, as though in Christ there had accrued to thee 
but a small measure of the divine benignity? Does it not 
seem to thee when thow wouldst appropriate largely of the 
grace of God, as though his justice interposed and said, 
" Enough ?" Does not the holiness of God, in thy conception, 
take out from every promise its largest benison and give thee 
a husk? If so, then there is a grievous wrong continually 
done by thee to the Lamb that was slain, and to every perfee- 
tiun of God. Is God divided? I>id Christ die to obtain for 
thee the crumbs that fall from his Father's table, and is it 
necessary that another Christ should die to obtain for thee 
permission to sit down as a guest, as a child ? 

If tliere be in ns a gemiine faith in Christ, then is God 
wholly ours. Christ himself has not a more infinite love to 
expatiate in than the meanest believer hath. God is recon- 
ciled to us, or he is not. If reconciled, then every promise is 
ours in its utmost conceivable amplitude. We are as free to 
take of the water of life as Paul was, or as John was. One 
disciple is designated " the beloved" because he has a singular 
faith. We must believe the love that God hath towards ua, 
and then we have the love. 

There are many who wonder that they experience in such 
feeble measure the power of divine truth to animate and ele- 
vate and bless their souls. They marvel that they should daily 
be in communion with him at whose right hand are pleasures 
for evermore, with whom is the fountain of life, yet that they 
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Btould be BO TinacquaiDted with the joj unspeakuble that many 
saints have experienced. But Low could it he otherwise ? 
Unbelief nullifies God. Faith finds & living God. God givoa 
himself as faith gives itself. Where there is but a little faith, 
the tide of divine love is constrained to narrow itself down 
accordingly. But God is there, even the same God whose 
emile enraptures the seraphim. Christ has brought you to 
him and to the infinite fulness of his nature. God is not in 
your future; he is in your present. Listen no longer to the 
lie of unbelief, but understand that there is even now for you, 
this day, this hour, the love wherewith the Father loved Christ. 
You have not a half Christ; yon have not a portion of God, 



ID Lurd, and 

A good man is one whose sleps are ordered by the Lord. 
Having come to the conclusion that there is none good but 
God, he has sought &ueh an alliance with God as secures to 
him the benefit of the divine goodnc^a A good man ia one 
in whom you can behold the goodness of the Lord. To the 
world's apprehension a good man is one who is able to order 
his steps aright, able of himself to know and to pursue the 
best path. This is a fundamental error; and religion can oniy 
begin with its overthrow. 

God has a book in which is written the ideal history of every 
man; the biography as it would have been had the man's steps 
been ordered by the Lord ; and another in which is written 
the actual history of every man. The books are open side by 
aide, and what a contrast do they present, " Oh that they had 
hearkened to my commandments !" saith the Lord ; nor is it 
possible for any one to look upon these two records without 
taking up the lamentation. What a hallowed and beautiful 
path is traced in the one ; what honorable conflicts and glorious 
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Ttctories; wliat nobleness of enterprise, what steadfastness 
under difficulties, what beneficence, what usefulness ! What a 
sublime romance ! What genuine heroism ! What a utiliza- 
tion of the man's faculties I What wealth of influence poured 
around ! In comparison with this divine romance, behold the 
actual life portrayed in the other book. How mean ! how con- 
temptible ! how disordered I What fearful confusion I What 
awful plunges into vanity ! What wild pursuit of phantoms 1 
What Herculean strife with windmills ! What a waste of 
faoalties ! What blundering even in the matter of doing good I 
What shipwreck of unpiloted affections! What torment of 
unintelligible aspirations ! 

Suppose the book of your ideal biography should drop from 
Leaven upon your path. You, with your worldly and gross 
heart, take it up and look into it ; at first seeing a good deal 
about tribulation, privation, persecution, bonds, defamation, 
poverty, and tears, you are ready to throw it away. But stay, 
my friend ; it is from heaven ; see if there be not something 
precious coupled with these expressions. At one end of a 
sentence jou find, " they that mourn," " poor in spirit," " they 
that are persecuted," "through much tribulation;" but what at 
the other end? "Joy," "blessedness," "kingdom of heaven." 
Remember the disordered steps of your past life. See how 
much misery you have experienced, even in the path of your 
own gratification. How unsatisfactory is the retrospect. Are 
you not willing to live the life that God has sketehed for you ? 
Take this book and live this life; and your biography will be 
a valuable contribution to the libraries of heaven. Angela 
will read it and find in it all the elements of beauty, nobleness, 
sublimity. 

This your ideal life is written in the Gospel May God help 
you to see it then* and to give it actuality in what r 
your mortal term. 
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DecrmbebS,— "Infhafearof the Lord ia alrong confidence, and Mr 
ohildrea sIibII have a place of refuge."— Proverbs liv. 26. 

The best thing that a man can do for his ehiMren, is to fear 
the Lord. Piety is not hereditary ; but there is a strong prob- 
ability that the children of a truly God fearing man, will be 
converted and brought to make the Loid their refuge. Yet 
how many there are who make the alle^d interests of their 
children a pretest for not giving themseUes and all they haye 
unreserredly to the Lord They would lay up treasure in 
heaven, were it not that they must lay up for their children. 
Their faith is sadly defective. The very efforts they are mak- 
ing to secure a portion for their children in this life, tend to 
hinder the transmission of an evorJasting portion to them. 

A parent cannot possibly do anything better for his child 
than leave to him an example of simple and unworldly faith. 
Like Noah, build for your children an ark of safety of gopher 
wood, rather than a palaee of brick and stone; haply the Lord 
may incline them to enter it. You cannot do better for your 
children than to show them that there is something in your 
heart more sacred than even the love of children; and that is 
the fear of the Lord. The example of faith is the best of 
legacies. See te it that as far as your labors are concerned, 
your children may have a place of refuge and the way to it be 



DeOEMBFB t — ' Mj people shall be aati"fied with my guodness saith 
the Lord "— Tcrcmiah JtJtJti U 

The Lord's people are satisfied with his goodness, even m 
this life, m such a sense that they wiHinglj forsake all and 
follow him In the privation of all other things they are still 
BO satisfied with the loie of their divine Savioar, thit they 
east no regretful looks bi-hmd Ah, but there are some, es- 
teemed the people of God, who stem not to be satisfied with 
the simple goodne"! of then heavenly Father there is too 
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manifest a grasping after tie riclics and dignities of the earth. 
Would that they and all Diight undt-rstiind tliat if they only 
sought to know more of the love of God, they would aee it to 
be satisfying. 

We see how much wisdom was given to Paul when he waa 
led to pray that he and others might know more of the length 
and breadth of the love of God, when he was enabled to count 
all but loss for the excellency of tho knowledge of Christ. 
Of course it is impossible to be satiiified with the goodness of 
the Lord if we do not know that goodness. AVe must know 
and believe the love that God hath towards us. When a eer- 
tain man had found a treasure in a field, he went with joy and 
8old all that be had and bought that field. The perception of 
Christ's love to them individually, is vague and dim on tho 
part of many; and no wonder therefore that they are tormented 
with so many vain desires and imaginations. But this word 
" satisfied" points to something that eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor heart conceived. To be contented is a blessed and 
beautiful condition of the soul; but do not suppose that it 
implies the extinction of desire. Paul wns a perwn of singu- 
lar contentment, and of singular power of a-sj. i ration But he 
that has provided for our contentment will in due time crown 
our highest ■fepintions. lie has shown his power by oierconi- 
ing the mighty craving of our soul for worllly good , and he 
will shew his power hereafter by transcending our highest con- 
teptioa of happiness But let contentment have her perfect 
work. 



When Adam sinned then was there the abolition of life. 
The empire of death began. Death advanced by steps. There 
was a process observed ii the cstablisbnient of bis kingdom. 
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He needed subjects, and therefore lie did uot eause the bodies 
of Adaiu and Eve to crumble to dust at once. He sbewed 
wliut be could do wbeo Abel fell by tbe hand of his brother. 
He made havoc of everything heavenly in the spiritual nature 
of man ; brought out his instruments uf toituro to assail and 
overthrow his physical glory j and went forth conquering and 
to conquer. But Christ, who is the Life, in due time sets up 
liis kini;dom of life, abolishing death. "What a glorious word 
fur the confusion of the gi-eat abolishcr ! — he himself must be 
abolished. 

I>eatb was once between me and God. The king of toirors 
had pitclicd his throne in the vci'y piith, the only one, that led 
to God. There was an eclipse of God unto my soul. But 
Christ abolished death. The eclipse passed. The favor of 
God, which is life, reached me through him who bad died that 
death might be crucified in him. Then contrition, hope, &iit\i, 
love, obedience, and other tokens of the new creation appeared 
in me. The fear of death is abolished by him who hath pre- 
pared a place for me. And even this body will not die, no, 
not a hair of my head perish, if Christ refuse consent, The 
world to which we aspire is not an undiscovered country from 
whose bourne no tidings have been wafted back to us. Wo 
are conversant with it. There are continenls oa this globe 
about which we do not know so much as we do about that 
world. We are acquainted with many of its inhabitants and 
with the life they lead. We know their manners and customs, 
their laws and principles, their employments, their government; 
their tastes and distastes; their desires, and their songs. 



lioh my Fulhot hiith g 



Art thou unwilling, believer, to drink the cup which thy 
Father givctl thoo ? It ij ^ very different cup frum that which 
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the Saviour consented to drink for thee. It is wreathed ai'ound 
witli the doclanition, " All tilings shall work together for good 
to thorn that love God." It eomes to thee by the hand of 
Jesus, the hand that waa pierced for tliee. In it jou behold 
as in u transparency a crown of glory that fadeth not away, 
purchased for you by the Saviour's righteousness. He tha 
spared not his own Son for you, who was so tender of you as 
to suffer his Son to hang in your place, can you suspect him 
of offering you a cup of poison ? "What an unpardonable in- 
sult were this to offer to your heavenly Father ! Yet just such 
insulfs are daily offered by those who reject the cup which their 
Father presents them, and steal away to some other path that 
they may not have to drink this cup. 

To look upon an affliction as indicative of alienated feelings 
on the part of God, is base indeed for those who profess to 
believe the testimony of the cross. May not the Father and 
the Saviour be trusted to govern us, to guide us, eoiTcct ua, 
bless us ? Shall we teach them what our interesis deniand ? 
Teach him who is Love, what is the way of love? Does the 
mother not know what the child can bear ? You have been 
asking for precious things ; for fvuits of the Spirit; for love, 
joy, and peace ; for knowledge, strength, and patience ; for 
victory and glory; and the Lord presents you with a cup of 
humiliation and sorrow. Instead of enriching yon with new 
hopes and joys he seema to come to you for the purpose of 
crushing and annihilating the few that you have. Neverthe- 
less, for the Father's Siike, in Christ's name, take the eup. 
Have you not agreed to surrender life's joys and treasures when 
he that gave them demands them again f What is the mean- 
ing of the faith you profess, but just this, that aa you have let 
God choose for you a Saviour and a way of life, so you are to 
let him choose for you all your circumstances, all your experi- 
enees. Take the cup and drink it. Lo! one by one, the 
precious tliiags you were demanding, are found to have been 
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in the cup, and to Iiave ^cc1l uaniniuniciitcd by mcnna of it. 
So that tli8 great and unendurable affliction from which you 
shrank, is ascertained at lust to be the p;reatcst of wll your 
blessings, and to stand in the retrospect of jour lite a monu- 
ment to the liehes of divine grace, towering high above all 
the other monuments of your path. 

May we have wisdom to choose the very cup which the 
Father chooscth for us. Balaam had not this; and entreated 
God to choose rather for him the cup wliich lie, Balaam, de- 
sired for himself. Seeing that Balaam had more confideiice 
in his own wi^jdom and discrimination than in God's, Ood at 
length suffered Balaam to have the cup of his own choice; 
and all know the melancholy results. And may there not be 
around us Christians whose cup is of their own choice rather 
than God's, who have taken the cup out of the left hand of 
God, and are living lives of worldly ease and dignity and afflu- 
ence, felicitating themselves that they are exempt from so many 
bitternesscB that once fell to the lot of Christians; and all 
because they had not wisdom to see a cup, preferred of God, 
in his right hand? The words "much tribulation" written 
over the gato of an avenue, almost of themselves carry con- 
viction to the minds of many Christians that such an avenue 
is not the one that they are called to pursue. Are we of their 
number? Or of the number of those who have it profoundly 
engraved in their conviction that the will of the Lord, what- 
ever its aspect, is the one path of life, and that the greatest 
of all calamities is when we get God to deal with us ailer our 
own wisdom, and to lead us in the pathway of our own crude 
desires ? 



Deceuber 12.—" The Lord ii thy keeper."— Psalm ciii. 5. 

Thou art willing to be kept by him. Thou knowest thine 
own helplessness and ignorance j the power and malignity of 
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Ihe adversary; the tufficiencj, love and faiihiulni.'i^ of thn 
Lord Jesus Christ; thereoJity of tho Spirit; thou distinguish 
est his still, small voice; the word of God is a I imp to thj 
feet; thou meditatest therein day and night; thou hast the 
shield of faith. Tliou knowest the voice of thy kecppi in 1 
knowcst not the voice of strangers. In prospeiity m ad\ti 
sity, and in the intervening lulls, thou dost equally stek the 
guidance and help of the good Shepherd. He is now thy 
keeper; and therefore it is certain that in that day of uautter- 
able wrath which is so fast hastening to break upon the earth, 
he will keep thee in all serenity and security. 



There is a beautiful conception ol' the character of Ood in- 
volved in the use of the word "rich" in this connection. For 
he is said to be rich not in respect of what he has, but of what 
he bestows. Used of men the word indicates one to whom 
much has accrued; but it is used hereof God to designate 
one from whom infinite wealth of blessing accrues to the sons 
of men. It is for us he is rich; his wealth is ours; we have 
a marvellous and inexhaustible treasury in him. God, in fact, 
proposes to take sinfu! men and make each of them a treasury 
full of the wealth of God. 

He is rich unto all that call upon him. They call, and he 
answers by communications of his wealth. There is of course 
an agreement between God and them, as to what constitutes 
wealth. They have been taken into the divine laboratory, and 
have seen the various things called wealth in earth and iu 
heaven, seen them subjected to powerful tests and their true 
nature revealed. What is called wealth among men has lost 
its value ; for they have seen it tested by an infallible chem- 
istry; and especially has the knowledge of heaven's wealth 
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mnde them look dispaiai-'inglj upon it. Thuy hare seen aoil 
appvopriaW the jasper of fiiilh; the sapphire of love; the 
chalcedony of joy; the eiiienild of hope; the aardonvs of 
humility; the sardius of self-knowledg-e ; the chryHolite of 
sincerity; the beryl of holiness; the topaz of contentment; 
the chrysoprasus of long-suffering; the jacinth of patience; 
the amethyst of self-denial. To the eye of an angel they have 
a breast-plate radiant with surpas.iing riches; though toman 
they may seem clothed in a wretched garb. 

The same God is rich unto all. Oh, let us entertain no 
contracted view of the fulness of blessing that dwelleth in our 
reconciled God ! Let us neither exclude ourselves, nor others. 
The God of Daniel, Paul, and John, that same God that was 
found so rich by them is ours, is yours, is mine. And that 
same God whom you approach, that same Saviour in whom you 
delight, is your neighbor's. Oh, what a bond should this cre- 
ate between you and him ! The same love that fills you with 
such rapture is shed abroad in his heart; the same visions of 
a beatific hour to come are yours and his ; the same sacred 
pierced hand that fills your cup each morning with the wine 
and milk of divine grace, fills his cup. Consider this; and 
beware how you look coldly on him on whose eye of faith the 
smile of Christ is ever breaking. 



December 14.—" Blessed is he that oonsidereth the poor."— Paolm 
III. 1. 

In other word.s, blessed is he that blesseth. Happy is he 
who makes it his chief concern to bestow happiness on others. 
ftlch is he who seeks to enrich. " Consider thyself," says the 
world ; " study the advancement of thy interests ; for there is 
none to do thee good if thou neglect thy own good. "Will men 
sell and buy for thee whilst thou art busied about the poor ? 
Will they supply thy wardrobe if thou empty it for the poor ? 
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Will they send jiieiJicines to tlieo and a physician, when thou 
forgetteat thy health in solacing the miseries of others ? Con- 
sider the poor, of course ; but take good care that considera- 
tion for them do not swallow up or even encroiich upon a due 
eimsideration of thyself, thy children, thy near of kin." 

In opposition to all this, our text, like many others in the 
word of God, teaches us — if we suffer ourselves to be taught 
so strange a truth, so hard a lesson, — that he best considers 
himself who considers the poor rather than hiiuself, and makes 
it his chief business in tlic world to communicate good unto 
his feltow-inen. For the poor have a friend; even God the 
source of all good; and there is no more direct way to the 
heart of God than U> alleviate the sufferings of our fellow-men, 
to deny ourselves for the good of others. 

Coasider the poor; give attention to them ; study their ne- 
cessities; wisely consult as to the best mode of alleviating 
them. Think not that attention is wasted when given to the 
poor, even if some important commercial speculation haa to 
wait. What the word of God says in general, the providence 
of God says in particukr. " Consider the poor," says the former ; 
"consider this poor man," says the latter. Indiscriminate charity 
is not the thing here commended. The vocation of a Christian 
is to be a benefactor; and this being his vocation he is not to 
grudge any paitis that may he required ia order to ascertain 
who are the really needy, and what the most effectual way of 
relieving them. 

There are some necessities which men do not mention be- 
cause they do not feel. They know not their spiritual dtsti- 
tution ; and they know not the bread of life which is profitable 
for this world and for that which is to come. The Christian 
is to consider the soul-penury of men, and tell them of the 
banquet of life which Christ haa spread for them. In this 
view even the richest of our fellow-men are poor enough and 
need that we should consider them. Plcsscd is he that takes 



)y Google 



knowledge of the necessities of his fellow-men, and devotes 
himaalf to their alleviation. God will tato knowledge of his 
i will Bee to it that I.e want no good tiling. 



This is an invitation to theo to give over the keeping of 
thyself entirely into the Lord's ha.nds. Let him be thy keeper 
and he will keep thee from all evil. That no harm ever befiils 
the Christian, cannot be said. IJut while he follows .that which 
is good, no harm befals him. While he suffers the Lord to 
guide him, he is preserved infallihly. 

It is only by faith that we can appreciate the guidance of 
the Lord as being everything that an enlightened love could 
desire for us. When we have made ourselves over to the Lord 
and to his guidance, often the very things are suffered to come 
upon lis which we would moat certainly have characterized as 
evil. We are prepared for trials; but they come in a form 
that we should have thought to be impossible. We had formed 
some particular conception of the goodness of God ; settled it 
in our minds that this goodness would prompt him to act in a 
certain way towards us ; when lo, we find Jiim acting in a quite 
contrary way; and it will go hard if the thought do not in- 
continently arise, that God is without the goodness we had im- 
puted to him, and that our faith has overshot the limits of the 
reality. Oh, what a dishonoring thought ! As though we, 
imbecile and infatuated worms, could invent a God superior to 
the God that really exists. But God in due time, if we pursue 
the way of faith, vindicates himself to us. Our minds are 
disabused of their vain fancies. We get a loftier conception 
of the goodness of God. A foundation is laid for e;!perience9 
of a far more blessed kind than those of which we were dis. 
appointed. 
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"Ye shall seek me, and Sniime, nhen ye Eball l< 
our hear[."~Jer(!in\ah mix. 13. 



A reference to the contest will show that this declaration ia 
Intended for those who are smarting under the chastise men (a 
of God J for tlioae of his professing people who have brought 
upon themselves by disobedience and worldliness, the rebuke 
of the Most High. Out of tlie cloud there cemes a voice 
telling of the blue sky beyond and of tlie way in which it may 
become visible. Tbe blessings connected vfith the uplifted 
light of God's countenance are not to be recovered by those 
who have once enjoyed them, save by a whole-hearted, intense, 
persevering, all-sacrificing search for them. 

It haa pleased God at various times in the history of his 
Church, to bestow upon her some distinguishing tokens of his 
regard. Legitimately these should have bad no other effect 
than to make her more humble, more self-mistrusting, more 
zealous, ninre earnest in the pursuit of perfection. But often 
a difl'creiit result has been witnessed. She haa plumed herself 
upon these as constituting a glory of her own ; or she has 
rested satisfied with these, so as not to long for something bet- 
tor and more essentiid; or she made light of them as though 
there were nothing special about them. Then God has re- 
voked the blessings, and left the Church to her denuded and 
inglorious state. Thenceforward, God is in no haste to bestow 
anew what has been so deliberately forfeited. 

He is wonderful in the inflexibility with which he has car- 
ried out this pi mciple The distinct understanding of it would 
be of imnien'it benefit to the Church and to each member of 
the Church Search the annals of the Church Brmg the 
Church as she now is into contrast with the Church as she 
once was, and see iiow much she is without Impute it not to 
the sovereignty of God to an irbitrnrj and unexjluned exer- 
cise of his royal will, that we lauc^i'ih now under many disa- 
bilities The privileges that ha\e been withdrawn were lost 
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I^iah had a vision of tlie Lord upon Iils thr 
by the seraphim ; and the seraphim seem to have had a vision 
of the renewed earth, of what it shall be in the day when the 
glory of Christ shall he everywhere perceived, and when there 
shall be the manifestation of the sons of God. We are yet 
but in th(, seed-time; but it is interesting to observe that the 
seed is carried to all shores and scattered among all nation s, 
and that everything is fast hastening to the hour when, at the 
new creating voiee of God, the kingdoms of the world shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and when 
righteousness and praise shall fill the face of the whole earth, 
A nation shall be born in a day; the whole earth shall bring 
forth at on CO. 

AVere it not that men are accustomed to behold just snch a 
transformation, nothing would seem more idle or preposterous 
than the expectation that beautiful and odoriferous and fruitful 
trees and shrubs, should spring from the earth as a result of 
the scattering of sundry seeds therein. How utterly unlikely 
to the eye of sense, or to the imperfect vision of infantilt 
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We have an anchor of the soul, even hope ; and that hope 
is within the veil, where Jesus is. With Jesus the hope of 
the believer hath soared from earth and made its home in the 
heaven of heavens ; and the presence of our hope there is the 
pledge of our own future presence there. How flattering, de- 
lusive, treacherous, is earthly hope. What horrid wounds it 
inflicts upon the heart that it pretends to bless. How it spreads 
its imitation heavens around, even where deadly miasmas ex- 
hale. But when we escjipe the wiles of this enemy, and be- 
come acquainted with the hope that beams upon us from the 
loving eyes of him who is extended on the cross, then may we 
be glad with exceeding; joy. Here is a hope that nothing can 
injure- It died in Christ only to live fore\'er in a region where 
there is no death. Our hope ascended up with him and met 
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The habit of mind that is here indicated is very important, 
very rare, and very hard to be attained. Every Christian no 
doubt perceives, though more distinctly at certain times than 
at others, how exceedingly desirable it is that he should have 
a continual consciousness of the presence of the Lord, and 
what a grievous loss he is sustaining all the time that his Spirit 
foi^s to rcaliKC that presence. And if he could attain unto 
this sublime habit of the sou! by any single impulse and con- 
centrated effort, he would put forth the needed violence and 
lalte possession of this blessed kingdom. But habits are not 
acquired in this way even when the Spirit of God is the 
teacher. He is icf jed a wondrous teacher, and is able to give 
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a rapid acceleration to all the niovenietita of the soul ; and to 
a pi' h ' w ks wliat would be wonderful in threescore 
y ra a h nd years. Therefore thee need be no despair: 
bind Ij undorstand the mj iti which hi, works, 

d 1 1 may be co-operation on our pat jnd not 
1 d 

L h f Ily impressed upon our minds that the life 

to wl hi I d 8 calling us, is not a life of occasion il coin- 
n f p r&ed prayer, of pious seasons, hut a life of 

n b k n lun cation with God of ne%er interrupted co- 
operition with Christ "Withcut me yc cxn do nothing." 
'' Whatsoever ye do in word or deed do .ill to the glory of 
God" "Abidemme ' " Lo I amwith \oualwajs" Be- 
sides so many declaratinna of tho nord there ii the continual 
testimony of our experience, the testimony ot our many mis- 
takes, and follies and cmbarraosmcnts, a^surmg us that we can 
of our own selves do nothing. For what we do without the 
Lord we do disohediently ; and this single fiict stamps it with 
a certain measure of opprobrium, no matter how commendabjo 
it might seem from other points of view. On the other hand 
whatever WB do with the Lord, has an everlasting value; it 
may bo but the tying of a shoe-string, yet if it be done in 
faith and in an enlightened dependence, as in the very pres- 
ence of the Lord, it has a value that no vicissitudes of time 
can ever destroy. The will of the Lord abideth forever; and 
whatever is done with a right reference to that will, is celestial 
in character, immortal in destiny. 

I«t uH enthrone in our minds this great truth, that nothing 
whatever is insigniSeant when a relation between it and God 
is perceived. Life is profane because men choose that it shall 
be so, by disconnecting it from God; not because God has 
chosen that it be so. Christ lived a human life, and there 
were every day thousands of trifling secularities in that life, 
as you perhaps may (' ^signate them ; but all was exalted, all 
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was sacred, ficcording to the judgment of hoaven. And he 
that is filled with the fulness of God, he in whoso heart Christ 
abideth by faith, is careful all the day long lest any little thiog 
divorce him from his Lord. He sets the Lord always before 
him; he seeks to see ever the vision that Isaiah saw in the 



upon thine offspring." — IsHmh jiUv. 3. 

"Let little children come unto me," said Christ, and says it 
Still. God delighteth in mercy; and delights in the hearts of 
little children because there is a greater readiaess in them to 
receive his merey than in adulta. There are fewer hindrances; 
less to repel the Spirit of God ; less of the world. The world 
is indeed there, and it develops itaelf with an astonishing 
rapidity; oh, then, how great the responsibility of those who 
have the direction of the young. How knowest thou, pa- 
rent, but that the Lord has called thee to the knowledge of 
the truth very specially for tliis end, that thou mightcst lend 
thyself to the Spirit of God in the matter of educating that 
child for the courts of the New Jerusalem. 

There is no need that any truth should be deposited in the 
Blind of the child before religious truth. In fact, truth is 
mutilated when it is taken away from religion. Tho truths 
of religion are difficult and mysterious to the man, because he 
started in life and passed through infancy and childhood with- 
out them. It is easier for a child to learn the momentous truth 
that " of Him, through him, and to him are all things," than 
it is for a persoD of mature years. How much unfaithfulness 
must there bo in parents and guardians, even in those whom 
we esteem believers, when their children exhibit so little of 
the Spirit's influences. The blessing of the Lord, as we learn 
from other passages of Scripture, allien itself with the teach- 
ings and efforts and prayers of parents 



)y Google 



DAILY MliDITATIONti. 419 

With the influcHCoa of the parent there are soon commin- 
gled a muhitude of other influences; wherefore it is of the 
more urgency, that the tcnderest years shoitld be improved. 
The enemy will quickly sow tares, if you do not pre-occupy 
the soil with the seed of life. 



I ■>' — ' L 11 fl h bl h' holy namB furever."— Psalm 

Th 1 1 f he holiness of God in all 

pi f h d 1 h lanifest duty of all men 

1 k h m d 1 nks at the reiuembrauco 

fill r 1 ghie n all hia waya and holy 

11 w d m ly he work of man's redemp- 

Th d 1 wh compassed about hy the 

tok f 1 y d h 1 f God. God does not lay 

d yfhpf hh works his wondrous will 

h 1 1 d H wh 1 n every act that he does. 

Ad y p bl f f ling to discern hie true 

B P lly P '' P ^"f tks Gospel of God's 

fitegr ,toh p Imdhy every creature, that the 
Psalmist calls upon the whole human family to bless the holy 
name of God. L«t all flesh bloss the holy name of him who 
so loved the world as to give his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever bolieveth might live. But even this suffieeth not. Men 
hear of tliis love unmoved. The Gospel is proclaimed, yet 
the empire of the God of this world continues. There is more 
in God's scheme of mercy to mankind. The Spirit shall be 
poured upon all ilesh; then shall all bless his holy name for- 

" Hallowed he thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven ;" those are the petitions that 
break instinctively from the lips of the believer. We see that 
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(he men of God, tlie prophets that lived so long before tlie 
dnys of Christ, liad already a, missionary spirit, and offered up 
prjyeis in behiilf of missions while yet the middle wall of 
partition stood strong and consolidated. 



Deckhbbr 23.—" Let Iho wicked forsake his wny and (he unrighteous 

The following reason is assigned, why he should forsake hia 
ways and thoughts : — " For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your way.s my ways. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are iny ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts." Man will have it that his way, 
his designs, his plans, his theory of life, are better than those 
of God. God's scheme of human life is published everywhere 
and brought before the notice of all; but all disdain it; they 
do not consider it any improvement upon their own. The way 
of righteousness, of self-deniiil, of faith, has no attraction for 

But really the way that God has marked out for man is in 
tvery respect sublime and worthy of its author ; and if man 
had walked therein he would have been angelie in dignity, 
wisdom, power and happiness. The intention of God regard- 
ing man includes his iuyestituro with every grace and perfec- 
tion. The thought of Go'J is that man should set his affection 
on things above; take up his cross and follow Christ with all 
love and loyalty ; and be, each one in his particular province, 
a benefactor to mankind. Alongside of this most elevated yet 
most suitable standard, how mean and grovelling appear the 
tctual ways of men, how base and earthly their thoughts. For 
BO many thousands of years they have gone floundering on in 
tJje mad quest of happiness, obstinately seeking it where God 
has fold them they shall find nothing but misery. The wonder 
te fliat God should invite them to return ; that instead of leav- 
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ing lliem to the fruits of their own choice he should provide 
for them a way whereby tbey may reguin the highway of Loli- 

Dec EMBER 34.— " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."— Acfs vii. 59. 

Christ, on the cross, out of tlie deep gulf of woe into which, 
by the sins of the world, ho found himself sinking, cried out 
in anguish, " Mj God, my God, vhy hast thou forsaken me?" 
and, receiving strength in his soul, ho soon e.tcljiimed witli 
expiring breath, '' Father, into thy liands I eoinmeud my 
spirit." He tasted death ; tasted far more of it than the be- 
liorer is called to do; and knew the blessedness of having one 
to look to in his eKpiring hour. 'Well knows he thereforo liow 
precious it is to have an almighty friend in the darkness of 
such an hour. The believer may look with unwavering confi- 
dence, as always, so in his last earthly moments, to him who 
knows so well what death is. 

Imagine a company of men pursuing another, reviling him, 
stoning him, and driving him towards a i'rightfitl cavern. 
Amidst their imprecations he enters it; and as a stone is rolled 
upon the mouth of the cave, his enemies rejoice greatly in their 
victory. You shudder as you think of tUe wretched lot of 
that castaway. But know that in the very moment when that 
stone was rolled upon the cavern's mouth, a marvellous trans- 
formation took place. The cavern became a pilace; a multi- 
tude of happy and radiant beings flocked around your perse- 
eat«d friend, and leading him up flights of noble stairways 
conducted him to a throne and crowned him with a diadem. 
The erowd without are congratulating themselves upon having 
driven the object of their hatred into everlasting night and 
solitude ; how surprised will they be hereafter, should the stone 
and the rock flee away and the hated one be seen upon a throne 
Burrounded by a troop of exalted friends. 

God is constructing paradise out of the rejected elements of 
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this world. Christ first; then tliey tint 'j(,lie\e m him and 
Buffer with him. They are lu tht, p'.lim ttiou 'if muii, the 
refuse of humanity. Not only when Stcplun ditd, hut on a 
thou.sand oceasious sineo, the rejoicings of uii,n in the death 
of the sikints have been heard on the one side, and on the 
other side the glad acclamations of the angelic host welcoming 
them to glory, honor, and immortality. 



At the ry ouLet tl e rautl r of m k d w for d 
that she was also to bo the niotl cr of some wo d ous be ng 
who woul 1 sn tch tl rjce troui tl e c nd t on curred by & n 
Prophet after propl ct j e spoke of tl i future pro a^e 
sighed for h a ad nt and p s ed away How t &1 d must 
the Hebrew read rs of Isa al 1 a e b n at th d s ] t on 
given by h in of the eng o AcJdasnofiijn 
given to u3 and of us; yet so wonderful in his nature that you 
may ascribe lo him all the perfections of the godhead. We 
know that God will not give his glory to another; this child 
of humanity is then no other than God himself, the mighty 
God, the Father of Ages 

Here is something that never would have entered into the 
conception of any man, even the wisest or the boldest. Bui 
Bupposing that men, having been led to look for sueh an in- 
credible event as the birth of God in the line of fallen man, 
had undertaken to surmise what would be his manner of life 
on the earth, how different would all their fantasies have been 
from the reality. They would have made the deity overshadow 
the humanity, so that there would be no proper manifcstatioQ 
of this. But the hunianity of Christ remains in its integrity, 
and there is a perfect revelation of the two natures without 
the least encroachment of fhc one upon the other. And in 
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him wc sec liow this Imiiuitiity of ours may bfcooiQo. wwldcd to 
divinity so that tJio latter may be exliibited through the me- 
dium of the foimcr, and in ten thousand acts and words there 
bo an UN commingled o|)eration boih of God and of the crea- 
ture. " That they also may be ono in us, as thou Father art 
ill me, and I iu thee." 



Lpirr-TiiEii 2i3.— "IIohatliEcntmolo liiiij "p the brolieii-lioarted."- 
Isaiali ]ii. I. 

Happy is he whose heart is broken in such a sense that be 
will no longer expect from earth what earth cannot give, and 
who is in despair of all below the sky. Yes; though he may 
61*16010 himself the most wretched of beings, and though he 
indeed have sorrows "far more poignant than those of other 
men. Other men do not discover their true misery, their true 
bankruptcy, and do not so intensely feci their need of a special 
provision sent from the throne of God. They are reeoneiled 
to the sterilities of the world. But this one is broken-hearted 
because he found as he imagined some heaven, in contrast with 
which tin, wilderness condition of the world came out very 
distinctly, and when his oasis vanished he found himself un 
utterably and hopelessly ruined. So he thought : until bo 
heard a voice saymg, " If any man thirst let him come uulo 
me and drink Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy- 
laden, and I will giie you rest." Why will ye die? le there 
no balm in Gilead ? No physician of the soul ? No fountain 
opened ? Christ's heart was broken, that yours might be bound 
"P- _____ 



That glorious being whom Isaiah saw upon a throne, high 
and lifted up, surrounded by the enraptured seraphim, left his 
throne at a time appointed and taking the form of man cama 
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into this cvery-diiy world of ours and dwelt among ws. What 
was his reception ? Did not every knee bow and cvcrv tonfiue 
confess that he was Lord ? If ho had come in power and in 
majesty, with undeniable and irresistible srlory, such a receplion 
perhiips would have awaited him. Men would have fullen he- 
"ore him and given him at least external Itoningo. But this 
TViis not what lie sought. His moral attributes are his true 
glory. It is in his truth, wisdom, goodness, purity, and con- 
descension that l)c ia distinguished from the gods of the hea- 
then, rather than in omnipotence and omniscience. These are 
not so much attributes of his character as of his position. He 
would be served not because he is all-niighty, but because he 
is good, holy, and condescending. Therefore he came into the 
world in a, manner that permitted the Aillest manifestation of 
his character; and if his power and majesty were in some 
measure veiled, it was in order that there might be a more 
perfect revelation of his moral perfections. There was then 
seen in the, family of man one being in whom dwelt all the 
fulness of the Godheiid. 

Tell ua now, what was bis reception ? He was numbered 
among the transgressors. Instead of saying, " Here is a being 
of wondrous excellence, angelic in purity, heavenly in nalure ;" 
instead of saying even, " Here is a good man ;" men said un- 
hesitatingly and unblushingly, " This is a bad man ; one with 
whom we cannot associate; an impious being, violating the 
most sacred laws; blaspheming the most holy things; profan- 
ing the Sabbath ; consorting with the vile; overthrowing the 
faith of many; a dangerous man, a transgressor of the deepest 
dye, one that must be hunted from the bosom of society, one 
that must he as soon as possible sent out of this world." Yes, 
they decided that any other man, though be were a Barabbas, 
might live; on any other man the sun might shine, the wind 
might blow, the ordinary bounties of heaven descend; hut 
Dpon this one, never; the earth cannot hear the burden of 
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him. However contemptible an fjiniDii i man maj hue hid 
of liimsclf yet could he 1 uJly j.nd pas'iicnatelj cry Awiy 
with this Jcius crucify him it la not tt that hi, should Ine 
n-herelii-ve 

Thus the world was trii.1 thus i( bitter and in\etente 
hoBt.iUty Ijd God was detccti.1 thus did it become manliest 
that fiatar n is the god of thii world And are thinjinltciLd' 
No ! Tlioso who rejected Christ had no special venom in their 
huarla. They were average specimeiis of humanity. In what- 
ever generatioQ Christ's lowly advent might have taken place, 
he would have been numbered among the transgressors. Those 
that make the nearest approach to him in character, those that 
live godly in Christ Jesus, they sufier persecution, they are 
reckoned as flagrant transgressors. In fact every generation 
has had the opportunity given, and has had it not in vain, to 
allow what it thought of Christ. Oh, what a fearful exhibition 
of the corruption and blindness of man is given in the state 
ment that God came info the world, and was numbered witl 
the transgressors and put to a shameful death ! 



Dkcemiikii 23.— "So shaK my m 
U aball Dol return unto me void."- 

A vast deal of rain falls upon the sea ; a great deal upon 
the desert; upon immense tracts of earth where there is no 
cuitivatioii ; it is in fact but a comparatively small part of the 
enow and rain tliat yearly descend from the skies, that is made 
instrumental in the fertilization of the earth. Yet who will 
Bay that the rain and snow descend in vain ? In many rcgiona 
yet unvisited, the rain that periodically falls is an invitation to 
man to go forth and fulfil his mission, to subdue the earth, to 
co-operate with the providential processes of God in making 
the wilderness to blossom as the rose, and to plant groves of 
myrtle trees where briars and thorns now abound. If men 
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choose to congregate in immense numbers m the mrrow m 
fines of cities, leaving the earth unsubclucd and unrcplenishtd, 
at least God will show that he is not wanting In the earth. 
The responsibility of most of tho d''Solation8 of earth is with 

It 18 Dot to be denied that God a word is abundantly pro- 
claimed without saving rcsulfi Out of a thousand heiura 
one IS affected J and he that heira it once with the heirt's 
re poll'*!, hears it with insensibility a thousand times But 
inngiite an army sent forth with an assurance of victory, it 
may be that thousands of javelins are hurled without result; 
that there are many repulses from this and that fortification ; 
many unsuccessful akirmibhes, but the expedition la at length 
crowned with success, and when it returns returns \ict«nous. 
The multitude of unsuccessful endeavors j recedmg the final 
triumph only served to display the prowess of the enemy and 
the severity of the strife ; and thus to enhance the value of 
the victory. 

God's word shall not return to hira void It shall accom- 
plish that whereto he has sent it For it IS to be boini, m 
mind that there are mighty lesjurces m the wr rd of God and 
that it can at any time summon to its aii twelve, lecions of 
angels. For instance among tho words if & id are these — 
Ask of me and I will show thee great and mi,flity thin^ \\hiLh 
thou hast not known. Omnipotence is with it Let the 1 nth 
of those who have the word be only adequate and it will clothe 
itself with ail the strength oi God Christ who ha^ all power 
ill heaven and earth, holds that pcwer in behalf of his word 
militant. The works that I do shall the believer dj, and 
greater works ; whatever he sh tU isk I will do it 

In the mean time, we slo how terrible is the power of the 
adversary; how strongly frrtified in i(s sin is the world, how 
absolute the need of omnipotence to bring Ihe kingdoms of 
this world into subjection to ( bust \\ o kni« n t tl utid 
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we figlil witli; we are ignorant of the resources placed at our 
command ; and our battling is languid and liiclcss, like that 
of soldiers who are waiting for their lord. 



Time and agaii. the Lord brought back his ancient people 
frcm captivitj, even those that valued the liberty of retuniiDg; 
and each time perhaps they thought it was the final redemption 
of which the prophets had spoken such glorious things, and 
were looking for crowns of everlasting joy. But in the times 
preceding the first advent of the Messiah they discovered by 
bitter experience that it was possible for them to be enslaved 
even in their own land, in the midst of Jerusalem, in the courts 
of the temple ; to be enslaved by Jews, by high-priests ; and 
to be as wretched in Zion as ever they had been in Babylon. 
In the days of Christ how sadly were they oppressed. Nut 
by the Romans; Christ scarce! j made any allusion to thcui, 
knowing that the Jews were suffering from a fat severer bond- 
age. He made known to them the true Zion of refuge and 
the true redemption, when he said " Come unto me all yo tha: 
hibor and are heavy-laden, and I wil! give you rest." 

The redeemed of the Lord shall return, effectualiy redeemed 
from all iniquity, triumphant over sin and misery, crowned with 
glory, honor, and inmiortality. If you ask, when ? I reply 
Ihat it shall be in the day when the New Jerusalem comcth 
down from God out of heaven, and in the day when the mani- 
festation of the sons of God taketh place. " Ye are not in dark- 
ness that that day should overtake you as a thief." 

December 30.— "Prepare to aieet thj God."— Amos iv. 12. 

For thou must meet him. The only uncertainty relates to 
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the time ; and even that uncertainty doea not exist in the mind 
of God. It is not more true tliat God is, than that thou shalt 
Btinil before him. Thou art flurried and agitated at tlie thought 
of going into the presence of some fellow-man clothed with 
authority; and wilt thou make no preparation tfl meet thy 
God ? I'he companion with whom thou wert feasting yester- 
day, leceived his summons in the night. Inquiring for another 
this morning thou wert informed of his recent departure. Al- 
most every hour some one is called from thy neighborhood into 
the presence of God, and thy turn will surely come. 

Life is givea that thon mayest prepare to meet thy God. 
Thy path is crowded with monitors that seek to arouse thee to 
a sense of the awful future so fast hastening. The winds whis- 
per it; the skies proclaim it; the earth mutters it; the moun- 
tains repeat it; all life, all change, all beauty, all joy, and all 
sorrow breathe this admonition, " Prepare to meet thy God." 

He is (7(y God. He made thee, gave thee alt thy powers, 
all thine opportunities, gave thee a work to do, and the means 
of doing it. He will have a multitude of questions to ask 
thee ; alas ! that I should say it, he will have a multitude of 
charges to bring against thee. Thou hast heard his thunder in 
the skies; thinkest thou he is not able to clothe himself with 
unendurable terrors, or thinkest thou he will forbear to do it ? 
Thinkest thou that God will never make so much of thee, an 
insignificant, ephemeral, helpless being, as to set thee up on 
high before him, and deal with thee as an ohject for his wrath, 
his vengeance, his Bery indignation f The thought is utterly 
delusive. Since God has made so much of thee as to fashion 
and endow thee wonderfully, to create a world of beauty and 
splendor for thy habitation, a sun to light thee by day, and 
stars to shine for thee by night; since he has treated thee aa 
a being of great consequence by giving his word to be thy 
guide, and above all by giving his Son to die for thee, think 
not that thou shalt escape his notice in the great day of ao- 
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count. Thou liast made war upon che universe of God , tliou 
hast souglit to make him conlemptiblc in ^e eyes of his cioa- 
tiiics by despising his commands and discarding Iiis authority, 
Tlie interests of the entire universe demand that there be a 
meetiuy; between thee and God, and that it be distinctly set- 
tled, wlio is in the right, God thy Creator and Governor, or 
thou his rebellious creature. 



DecEllBBH 31.—" Eybd bo, oomc, LorJ Jesus." ■—Revelation \x.\i. 20. 

This prayer of the beloved disciple is his legacy to the 
church. Being permitted to write the closing words of Scrip- 
ture, he finds three little words which seem to him expressive 
of more love to man, and to comprehend more of blessing and 
advajitage to the world than any number of other woi-ds. The 
prayer, " Come, Lord Jesus," is tlie epitome of al! the prayers 
that the believer is called upon to offer. It is a prayer for the 
overthrow of Satan's kingdom ; for the extinction of sorrows, 
the cessation of pain, the wiping away of tears; for the de- 
seent of the New Jerusalem; ibr the sanctification and perfec- 
tion of saints; for the creating anew of all things; in a word, 
for the new heaven and the new earth wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness. 

To be indifferent about the coming of Christ, is to be indif- 
ferent about the most sacred interests of humanity. If the 
apostles looked upon the advent of Christ as the hope of tho 
world, and knew of no greater benefit that they could bestow 
upon mankind than to offer up this prayer in faith, we may 
well adopt their sentiment and follow their example. Let this 
prayer never die on our lips while we have breath : " Even so, 
come. Lord Jesus, come quickly !" 
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My mer,-y will I keep fur him forevermora 3 

His (rath shall he Ihy Bhifjid and huoklor 3 

When I said my fool slijpBlh, "ll\,r mtroy, J.ord, 1 

Servo the Lord with gladu'*! 

He nill regard the prBjflr at ths doatiluta 

Bless the Lord, niyswU „ 

Forget Hut nil bis bcnefti..... n. 1 

He will not flfcrnyt cUi.io, nrilher wll! Ire keep 3 

Ar far B.3 the emit is from tho weft, so for X 

Bless the Lord, my soul...'. 

Bo thou exalted, God ahovo the heaven 2 

Thy people shall he willing in tbf '"^ of thy 3 

The fcor of tho Lord is the b^Jftiuing of Bisdem... 
Unto the npright there arittsth light in the S' 

1 will ran in the nay of thy oommandmenls 3 

It is good for mc that I have been nftticteJ 3 

How sweet »re thy words unto my taetc 

The Lord is thy keeper i' 

The Lord ebail preserve thea from all evil 4 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy 2' 

There is forgiveness with thee that Ihou mnyest.... < 

He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities . 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilL.. 2: 

The Lord will perfect that nhioh ooneerneth me S< 

Tho Lord is good to all S. 

The Lord is nigh unto nil that call upon him 3. 

He will fulSI tho desire of them that fear him 3 

Let all flesh bless his holy name forever 4 

He healeth the broken in heart, and hindetb up 3 

The Lord lifteth up the weak 1. 

The Lord taketb pleasure in his people S 
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INDEX TO TEXTS, 433 

T-jtoyEitiss. 

in. e. In all a.y wiya acknowledge him, 13 

" 17. All berpalhsarepeBee 147 

IV. 23. Keep thy heart with nil diligencs S71 

XIV. 26. In th= fear ot the Lord ia strong oonfidense 404 

XXVir. 1. Boaat not thyself of to-morrow IGI 

" 13. Ho that covereth his eina shall not prosper 252 

XXVIII. 25. He that trusteth ia hia own heart ia a. fool 52 

ECCI.JESXASTES. 

VIII. 12. Suraly I know that it ahali be well wit!i them i9 

ISAIAB. 

I. 18. Come n«w and let U3 teaaon together, 130 

III. 10. Say yeto thorigbteoua, that it ahallhewell BO 

IX. B. Unto n3 a child is born, unto ua a son is giyan 422 

XII. 2. I will Uuat 93 

XXVI. 3. Thou wilt keep him in perfeet peace, whoae 2T 

XL. 1. Comfiirt ye, eomfort ye my people, saitb yonr 368 

" S. The grass withereth, the flower Ciideth, hut the 150 

" n. He shall feed hie flock like a shepherd Ill 

" 29. He giselh power to the faint 110 

XLI. 10, Be not dismayed fori am thy God 151 

" 10. I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 363 

XLIIL 1. Thouart mine 15* 

" 25. I, even I, am be that blotteth out thy transgressions 152 

XLIV. 3. I will pour mj Spirit upon thy feed, and my blessing — 418 

XLV. 19. I, the Lord, apoak righteousness, I deolare things 341 

" 32. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 262 

XLVriL IT. I am the Lord thy God which teaeheth thee tc profit.... 8 

XLIX. 13. The Lord hath corafurted hia people and will 310 

" 26. I, the Lord, am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer 314 

L. 7. The Lord Sod «ill help me, therefore shall I not be 311 

LI, 10. All the ends of the earth shall aee the salvation 317 

" II. The redeemedM the Lord shall return md come 427 

" 12. I, even I, am he that oomforteth you 315 

Lin. 5. The chastisement of our pciLoe was upon him Zi$ 

" 13. He was numbered with the transgressors 423 

LIV. 8. In a little wrath, I bid my face from tbee 30B 

" 13. All thy children shall be taught of the Lord 324 

LV. 3. Hoar, and jour soul shall live 307 
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LXIII. 
LXIV. 
LXVI. 



Let Iho wicked forsake bis wai and Ito unnshtcous 
So shall my word be that gi etU fLrth tut of irn mnut 

I have seen bis wiijs, nnil wiJl ben) hiiu 
There is no peace, sailh my Gud, to the wii,ked 
When Ibe enemy shall come m like a flood, the 
The Lord shall be unto thee an everlaatine light 
The Lord shall be thine ei erlaeling light, and the 
He hath sent me io bind up the broken hearted 
Ai the earth bringeth fortb her bud, and aa the 
In all their affiictiun, he nas afflicted 
We are the olay, and thou our putter 
To this man will I look, e\en to him that is poor 

JEBEKIAn. 

RetnrDyebaekalidingcliildreD, andlviUheal 

Blessed is the man that trustoth in the Lord 

Heal me, Lord, and I shall be healed 

¥e shall seek me and flad me wbea }-e shall soareh.... 

I have loved thee with an eirerlasting loye 

My people shall bo aatieSud with my goodnesa 

Is Ephraim my dear son J' is he a pleasant child ? 

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write 

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show tbee.. 

Z AMENTA. TIOXS. 

The Lord is nij portion, aailh ray soul 

Tho Lord is good to them that wait for him 

Thou, Lord, reaioinest forever, thy throne 

EZEKIEZ. 

I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh 

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 

1>AXIEL. . 
To us belongeth confusion of face, beoauae we haTB,.., 
They that be wise shall shine as the brightnesa 

IIOSEA. 

Then aholl we know, if we follow on to know the 

Thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me ia thy help... 
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INDEX TO TEXTS, 
their bnckslidiag 



AXOS. 

!t thy God 



VII. S. WbcD I sit in diirkness, the Lord shiill be alight DDto 12S 

" 18. Who is a Ood Itbc unto thee, thnt pardoneth iniquity 1A5 

« IB. HewiJlBubduoouriniquitica 170 



I. 3. The Lord is alow 



ZErBAXiAn. 

III. 17. Tlio Lord thy God in the midst of tbee is mighty..., 

Z^CffARIAS. 
XII. 10. Tbey Bhal! look upon me whoni lliej' have pierced... 
XIII. 1. There sbi.ll be tt fountain opened to the house of D» 

JUArACBF. 

IV. 2. Unto you that fear my name shall the sun of 
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or T am meell 


and loBly 


n heart 



j\ud beginning to sink, be cried, Lord, save me 1 

If any man nill eome after me, let him deny himself. : 

The Son of man shall oome, in the jlory of his Father.. .. 1 
Except ye be uonrerted and become as Utile children 
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J36 INDEX TO TESTS. 

XVni. 19, If two of you shali Rgreo on earth as touching Jiything.. 180 

" 20. Where twu or three are gathered together in my name 191 

XXIV. 13. He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall 17 



XI. 



XIII. 

xvir. 5. 

XVIII. 



I.UKE. 

I. Sn. Hia meroy ia on them that fear him 

Ask. and it shall be given you 

Take heed, and beware uf cDVelnnsneas 

Fear not, little Bock ; for it is your Father's good... 

Behold, tbese three jcars I come seeking fruit 

Lord, inerense our faitb 

Men ought ainays tu pray, and not to faint 



E^iccpt a man be born Again, he cannot see th 
He that believeth not is condemned already... 
He that beiieireth on the Son, hath everUstinj 
The nater that I shall give him, shall be in hi 

I am the bread of life 

All that the Father giretfa me, shall come to m 
If an; man thirst, let him come unto me, and 



If a 



will keep my - 
luj pea 



,oyou. 



le Father 



. 199 



glorilied, thi 

ovcd me, ao have I loved you 201 

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my.. 202 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, xhatsoevor ye sliall ask... 203 
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INDEX TO TEXTS. 



IV. 25. Who waa delivered for uur offences, and ra 
V. 1. Being justified by faith, wa have pence wil 
2. And rejoice in hope of tlie glory of God... 



8. While WB were yet sinners, Christ died for us SdB 

I 10. Much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by hie.... 318 

17, Muoh more, they wliich reeeive abundance of graoo 219 

■ 21. Sin has reigned unto death 98 

VI. U. Sin shall not have dominion over you 23 

VIII. 1, There is, therolore, now no condemnation to thoiD 20 

" 14. Led by the Spirit of God 9' 

" 17. Joint heirs with Jeaua Christ 93 

" 13, The glory which shall bo revealed in us 9B 

" 31. If Godbofotua, nhocanbeaeiinstna? , 218 

IX. 33. Whosoever bolieielh on him, shall not be naharaed 211 

X. 12. For tbo same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 409 

XII. 1. That ye present your bodiea a living sacrifice „ 278 

1 CORIfTUIANS. 

I. B. God is failbful, bj whom we were called onto the. S34 

HI. 2. All are yours, and ye are Christ's 223 

VL 20. Ye are bought with aprice, thorefore glorify God 2S4 

X. 12. Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest hB 32 

" 31. Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do... 294 

XV. 55. Ograve, where is thy victory? SBO 

" 67. Thanks be to God, which givetb us the Tiotory 292 

» COSINTHIAXS. 

I. ,1. The God of all oc 



7. We walk by faith, not by sight... 
' 15. He died for ail, that they who liv 
' 19. God waa in Christ 
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I. Ye shall be 

I. Though ho 

'. He nhich aoweth sparinglj, 

K My strength ia made perfeci 

'. I glory in my infiruiities.... 



INDEX TO TEXT3, 
sons and dnugTitcrs saith the Lord..., 



GAI,ATIAXS. 



V. 16. Walk in the S| 



SPBESIAJfS. 



'. Theriohes of hia 



FHI.Z.JTrjA2f8. 

i. Being confident of this very thing, Ih 
I. Icouat allthingsbutlos 
'. Tbo peace of God which pasaeth all 
I. My God ahall supply all yc 



:cellency 1(17 



COLOSSIAXS. 



1. 10. Fruitful in every 



IV. U. Them also whicl 



wHhout ceasing. In Bverything give thanks 

3 TUESSALOyiANS. 

It weary in well doing 



I. 15. Christ Jesus came into the i 
III. 13. Fight the good fight of fait 
IV. 8. Godlinces is profilnble unlo 
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I. Oor Savionr, Jesns Christ, who 1in.th abolished death 405 

I. Enduro hurdnessns It g[>od soldier of Jesua Christ S3 

I. If He suffer, WB shall ftlso reign with him 233 

;. If wehelievc mil, jet he abidelh fHithful 240 

I. The fauudotiua gf Qud aUnds sure, having this seal Z4L 

HEBREWS. 

-c remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God 21 

I. IVehaveTK^ahighpiieat which cDuiiot be touched 21 

!, Be not slothful, but foilowers of them 277 

). Whither the forerunner is for us ontared, oven Jesus 415 

3 able also to save them to the uttermost 243 

us hold fast the prufesaion of our faith without 318 

a little while, and he that shall oome, will come ZU 

nj' man drair baek, mj soul shall have no pleasure...,, 300 

warder of them that diligently seah him 3T3 

lonlenC with sueli things as je hare 335 

may boldly say, the Lord is my helper 338 

3 Christ the same yesterdnj-, to-day and forever 261 

JAXES. 

ny of you lack wisdom, let him ask of Qod 33T 

sed is the man that endureth temptation 350 

1. When he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life _ 352 

cry good gift, and every perfect gift Is from above 167 

aw nigh to God 144 

mble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall,.. 25S 

patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 01 

I. The Lord is very pitiful 6! 

ny among you afflicted ! Let him pray 229 

effeotual fervent prayer of a righteous man 65 

1 PETER. 
> you therefore vhicb believe he is precious 363 

eyesof the Lord are over the righteous 3W 

I he might bring us to God 109 
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440 rHDBX TO TES 

8 FJITJEB. 

I. 10, Wherefore the ratter, brethren, g 
III. 9. He ia lone-tufi'cring to ua-naid, i 



I. r. The blood of Jeaua Christ his Son olennaeth us..„ 63 

" 9. If we confess our siuB, he ia faithful and just 101 

II. 1. If any mau siu wo have an adviwato with the Father 23 

" 25. Thia is the promise that ho hath promised us 386 

In. 1. Behold what manner of love the Father hath beetoned.... 358 

" 23. This is his commandment, (hot wa ahould heliere 251 

IV. H. Beloved, if Ood ao loved us, we ought also to love 102 

" 16. Sod is love, and be that dnelleth in love 104 

V. 10. He that helievoth on the Son of God hath the witness 185 

" 12. He (hat bath (he Son, hath life ; and he that hath not. 272 

" 13. These things have I written unto you, that ye may know... 271 

I. 18. I am be that liveth and was dead 392 

11. 2. I know thy works, and thy labor, and Ibj patienee 220 

" 7. Tohimlhat overoometh will I give to oat of the tree '107 

" 10. Be thou faithful unto death, and I wi!i give 270 

" 28. And ho that overoometh andkeepeth my words 21) 

nL 1. And unto the angel of the ohuroh in Sardis writs...... 261 

" 2. Be watchful, and strengthen the things whteh remain 40 

« S. Be watcbfUl, and strengthen 278 

" 4. Thou bast a few namea, even in Sardis 57 

" 11. Behold I oome qaicklyi hold that fast 182 

" II. Hold that faat which thou haft, that no man take thy 106 

" 17. Baoauae thon sayest, I am rich, and inoreaaed 319 

" 19. As many aa I love, I rebuke and ehaaten 168 

" 20. Behold, I stand at the door and knock 266 

IV. 4. And round about the throne were four-and- twenty Beats... 45 

V. 8, Thou wast slain and boat redeemed us to God by thy 3S0 

VII. 14 They have waahed their robes and made them while 251 

X.IV. t.3. Bleaaed are the dead which die in the Lord 276 

XVI. 15. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is be that watohetb... 263 

XXX. T. Ha that overcometh sboll inherit nil things 384 

?.Sir, T. The Spirit and the bride aay. Come. And let him 2S8 

" 20. Even so, eome. Lord Jesua d2» 
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